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History

The Republic of Cambodia was bat-
tered throughout much of the 1970s
and 1980s by civil war and, most notice-
ably,the Khmer Rouge regime. After 30
years of near constant conflict, Cambo-
dia is one of the world’s most landmine
and UXO-affected countries. As areas
formerly controlled by the Khmer
Rouge were freed, numerous mine ca-
sualties were reported.

Lanomines/UXO Overview

The Cambodian Mine Action Center
(CMAC) believes that 644 square km of
land is mined in the country, with an
additional 1,400 sq. km suspected of
mine contamination.Many of the land-
mines afflicting Cambodia are found
along the Thai border, where a major-
ity of fighting has occurred since 1979.
Meanwhile, the country is also affected
by UXO remaining from the Vietnam
War.In 1998,a U.S.Department of State

report estimated the number of mines
in Cambodia to be about 4 million - 6
million, although the actual figure is
unknown.

CASUALTIES

Casualties are decreasing at a consid-
erable rate in Cambodia. 1,012 people
were killed or injured by landmines in
1999, a 41 percent decrease from the
previous year. From January to May
2000, 417 casualties were reported—a
rate of about 83 per month, compared
to 84 per month in 1999. These num-
bers show significant improvement in
the last four years—casualties occurred
at a rate of 254 per month in 1996.Un-
fortunately, the number of mine-re-
lated accidents involving children has
increased from 16 percent in 1998 to
30 percent through May 2000. This in-

crease is generally attributed to the in-
crease of resettlement and land clear-
ance during times of repatriation from
Thai border camps.

DemINING

A majority of the demining performed
in Cambodia is attributed to villagers,
CMAC, the military, the NGOs Mines
Advisory Group (MAG), and Halo Trust,
and some commercial firms.From 1993
to 1999, villagers cleared 69,780,000 sq.
m., bettering even CMAC's 53,875,460
sg. m. Since demining began in Cam-
bodia, about 155 sqg. km have been
cleared,including 8,006 AP mines,70 AT
mines and 91,131 UXO stretching
across 11.86 sg.kmin 1999.

ReaLity CHECK

While the effects of the Vietnam War,
civilconflictsand the'Khmer Rouge re-
gime are still felt throughout the coun-
try, Cambodians can take solace in the
fact that the Khmer Rouge has been
reintegrated into the population and,
currently, no significant guerilla fac-
tions exist in Cambodia.

ConTACT INFORMATION
Cambodian Mine Action Center
PO.Box 116

Bldg.10-12, Road 528

Quarter Boeung Kak 1

District Toul Kork, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia

Tel: 855-23-981083/4

Fax: 855-23-367096

E-mail: CMAC@camnet.com.kh
Website: www.camnet.com.kh/
cmac
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