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Political corruption and social unrest
have plagued Thailand for the past 30
years.In addition, external conflict with
Cambodia, Burma, China and France
and concern over communist guerrilla
attacks from the north and from the
Thai-Malaysian border have detracted
from movement towards a stable infra-
structure and a democratic society.
Since 1932, numerous attempts to
overthrow the Thai government have
been unsuccessful.In November 1971,
amilitary government was established
to regulate a dwindling economy and
control pervasive guerrilla activities
that posed a threat to Thailand’s bor-
ders. Most landmine and UXO activity
isiconcentrated around these borders.

Lanomines/UXO OverviEw:

In Thailand, landmines affect 19 prov=
inces and cover 796 sq. km of land. Of
these 19 mine-affected provinces, AP

mines, the
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ues. New mines are often laid by
Myanmar troops and Burmese refu-
gees on the border. An estimated
100,000 mines exist across the country,
according to the Landmine Monitor Re-
port 2000. As reported to the United
Nations on Jan.31,2000, Thailand stock-
piles approximately 411,625 AP mines.

CASUALTIES

in a 30-year span, from 1969 to 1999,
56 fatalities occurred iniThailand as a
result of landmine explosions. A list of
these victims is published by the Thai-
land Mine Action Center (TMAC). In ad-

dition, a total of 1,849 deaths and inju-__

have resulted from landmines.

@nt for landmine victims comes
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the form of

DEemINING

On Dec. 3, 1997, Thailand became the
first country in Southeast Asia to sign
and ratify the Mine Ban Treaty. Under
the treaty, Thailand proposes to rid its
border areas of landmines in three
years. Through the implementation of
mine programs, the education of mine
awareness and the rehabilitation of
mine victims, TMAC hopes to accom-
plish these goals. TMAC has already su-
pervised the destruction of 10,000 AP
mines and plans to destroy all stock-
piled mines under the Master Plan for
Humanitarian Mine Action for 2000-
2004. Plans are also underway to con-
duct a survey of the socioeconomic ef-
fects of landmines in Thailand.

ReaLiTy CHECK

In October 1997, the ratification of a
new constitution increased human
rights protection in Thailand. Still, the
most serious human rights issue is the
Thai government’s treatment of refu-
gees in camps along Thailand’s borders
with Burma and Cambodia. Human
Rights Watch cites fear of “the growing
number of unemployed and the
government’s inability to ease the

' hardship” as concern for future politi-

cal and social conflict.
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