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G.J. ('84) and Heather Hart's $3 million-plus gift to name the Hart School of Hospitality,
Sport and Recreation Management at JMU creates a partners among a philanthropist,
a corporate executive and a university that will, over time, ange millions of lives.
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A show of support
JMU recognized veterans of the armed forces with an extensive flag display on the Quad on Nov. 11, Veterans Day. Members of the university's Army ROTC Duke Battalion, Air Force
ROTC, Student Veterans Association and Veteran Scholars
Task Force placed about 2,500 small American flags, donated
by Home Depot, on the prominent campus location in front
of Wilson Hall. JMU opened a new student veterans center
in Wilson in September. The center will provide support and
resources for both active and former military personnel.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE MIRIELLO ('09M)
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G.J. ('84) and Heather Hart's $3 million-plus gift to name the Hart School
of Hospitality, Sport and Recreation Management reflects their belief that
education should produce engaged citizens who give back to society.
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Vida Huber's vision for serving others was the foundation for
JMU's Institute for Innovation in Health and Human Services

...............................................................

An enduring gift

T

his letter brings thanks from
the Institute for Innovation in
Health and Human Services at
JMU, where we are especially
pleased that the Fall 2015 edition of Madison shines a spotlight on so many stories
that reflect accomplishments through
IIHHS that signal the enduring gift of
Vida Huber's visionary leadership. This
month registers the 10th anniversary of
her passing, and it seems providential that
so much of your publication can be celebrated as a reminder of her influence!
The cover story, "Hope for Autism,"
refers to the important services for families provided through the Occupational
Therapy Clinical Education Services
clinic and the lnterprofessional Autism
Clinic, both programs ofIIHHS. The
exploration of moral distress among
health professionals captures the expertise of Dr. Erica Lewis, a central contributing voice to the "Ethical Decision
Making in Health Care" course that is
offered through IIHHS for interprofessional education every semester. Over
1,600 students have completed this
course since it was established during
Vida's lifetime. "N eighbors in Need"
is a marvelous report on the impact of
IIHHS for our rural neighbors in Page
County. The Health Place in Stanley,
Virginia, is a satellite ofIIHHS and
operational base for the Healthy Families
programs. Additionally, this article highlights the innovative, integrative health
strategies in place through our Counseling and Psychological Services program,
thanks largely to the leadership of Dr.
Tim Schulte, a colleague ofVida's from
the IIHHS beginning. And on the back
cover there are the smiles of expertise and
compassion that Drs. Strunk and KippsVaughan extend to families with autistic

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1
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Sharing institute stories
through Madison is always
uplifting for us, but for
this particular issue you
became a gift for posterity.'
1

teens, often at our Blue Ridge H all home
and in collaboration with other IIHHS
programs.
Reflecting on the changes since
November 2005, the progress set in
motion by Vida's vision is truly worth
celebrating. Sharing institute stories
through Madison is always uplifting
for us, but for this particular issue you
became a gift for posterity, and we hope
all readers who remember Vida will treasure that as much as we did.
Sincerely,

Dr. Rhonda Zingraff
Director, Institute for I nnovation in
H ealth and Human Services
Associate Dean, College of Health and
Behavioral Studies

@ For more about Vida Huber bit.ly/1N5Mi3M
6
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'Reaching all children - especially at-risk
children - is critical during elementary school
to pique their interest in science.... With
Madison Trust, I felt a sense of validation
from people who clearly care. The passion
of these donor-investors for bettering the
community around JMU reminded me why I
am proud to be a JMU alum.'
- KERRY CRESAWN ('98) , Ph .D., ] MU Department ofBiology
(Above) Madison Trust investors Peter Coors, Dick Rice, Barbara Caudle ('81) and Joe Showker ('79) look on as professor
Kerry Cresawn ('98) presents "Madison Discovery- Community Engagement" during the Nov. 13 event.

Please join us at this Shark Tank-like event! For more information,
contact Steve Smith ('71) at smith3cs@jmu.edu or (540) 568-3628. Visit http://j.mp/madisontrust.
PHOTOGRAPH S B Y HOL LY VEE NIS
Published
by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016
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Madison Executive Editor Andy Perrine ('86) is the associate vice
president for communicatio ns and marketing at JMU. The communications arts major worked at PR and advertising agencies before
return ing t o help promote his alma mater. On Page 46, Perrine writes
about his experien ce in Hiroshima, Japan, attending the Global Citizenship and Peace Conference with JMU students (and his daughter,
Alice) on the 70th anniversary of the first atomic bombing.
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the tute lage of JMU's excellent communication arts and political sci·
ence facu lty, who encouraged what became a three-summer intern·
ship at The Shenandoah Valley-Herald in Woodstock, Virginia. Smith
then worked as a staff reporter at The News-Gazette in Lexington,
Virginia, before returning to JMU in 1986.

JIM HEFFERNAN ('96)
BE THE CHANGE COORDINATOR

MARTHA BELL GRAHAM ('03P, ' 08P, '12P)
ASSOCIATE D I RECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

CAITLYN READ (' IO )
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS

HOLLY VEENIS
CATHY KUSHNER ('87)
MICHAEL MIRIELLO ('09M)
CONTRIBUTING DESIGNERS

LAURA DEBUSK (' 14)
SARAH P. JACOBSEN ('13)
LYNDA RAMSEY
RINN SIEGRIST
CAROLYN WINDMILLER ('81)

University Photographer Mike Miriello ('09M) captu red the images
of JMU students. staff members and alumni working in New Orleans
during Alternative Thanksgiving Break featu red on Page 34. Miriello
landed his dream job of university photographer in 2012 and has
since been capturing images of students engaged in their classes,
their communities and the world. When he isn't photographing allthings-JMU, he's spending time with his wife and trying to keep up
with his ch ildren (currently ages 3 and 1). If you see Mike on campus
wandering around with this camera, make sure to say hello!
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active member of the Alpha Phi fraternity. where she serves as director of public relations and advertising. When she is not thinking about
PR, she enjoys catching up on lifestyle and fashion biogs with a cup of
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Madison is an official publication of JMU and is produced by the
Division of University Advancement for alumni, parents of JMU

Madison contributor Maxwell Hamilton is a lifelong resident of the
Harrisonburg area and graduate of Spotswood High School. His featu re on Page 25 on the Dukes Step Up program illustrates the ways
JMU strives to build responsible and ethical action into students'
lives. His hobbies include culinary experiments. impromptu day trips
and daylong Game Show Network binges. The University of Virginia
student is the proud older brother of one of our freshmen Dukes and
proud younger brother of a soon-to-be graduate of JMU's school psychology program. Both of his parents have degrees from JMU as well.

students, faculty, staff, and friends of JMU. Editorial office:
JMU, 127 W. Bruce Street. MSC 3610, Harrisonburg. VA 22807.

JMU does not discriminate on the basis of race. color, national
origin, religion, gender, age, veteran status, political affiliation, sexual
orientation or disability (in compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act) with respect to employment or admissions,

or in connection with its programs or activities.
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An antidote for our shaken perspectives
In the face of evil and chaos, JMU is advancing boldly and fully engaging with the world
or many, the terrorist attacks in San Bernadina and
in Paris last month, and the ensuing international
turmoil, shook the basic foundations of open societies and the confidence of their citizens. Attacks
in Lebanon and Kenya, which received less attention, also contributed to generating an international
conversation on the question of whether freedom can survive if
such organized and savage violence against innocents is possible.
Without a doubt, the answer to this question contains military
and security elements because
such lawlessness and disregard for
the value of human life require a
forceful response. But for those of
us who are not making those decisions or carrying out such missions,
what are we to do? How are we to
live? It is my sincere conviction that
the pages of this edition ofMadison
contain an answer.
You will read of people fully
engaged with ideas and engaged
with the world, living passionately and with purpose. In the
face of evil and chaos, we must all commit to advancing communities by engaging in ways in which each of us can make an
impact. Our individual efforts in the aggregate are the most resolute position to take against those who seek to terrorize.
Take the cover story about G.J. ('84) and Heather Hart: you
will not meet a couple more full of life and hope than the Harts.
When they came to campus recently to celebrate their landmark
gift to name the Hart School of Hospitality, Sport and Recreation
Management, they brought an entourage of like-minded friends
who infected all of us with their excitement and gusto. Their gift
to JMU will have a lasting and
1
positive effect on students and
faculty for years to come.
Honors student Caitlin McAvoy ('15), who took her talents
to Romania to help girls victimized by domestic violence, provides another example of living
life fully and engaging with the
world. This talented musical
theatre major used dance ther1
apy to traverse the language bar-

0ur individual

efforts in the
aggregate are
the most resolute position to
take against
those who seek
to terrorize.

ILLUSTRATION BY DAN PAGE/iSPOT
Published
by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016

rier and help 28 traumatized young women rediscover the joy oflife.
JMU students participating this summer in the 10th annual
Global Citizenship and Peace Conference in Hiroshima, Japan,
offer more examples of how we can respond to the horrors of war.
They stood with ocher students from universities all over the world
on the exact spot where the first-ever atomic blast killed tens of
thousands exactly 70 years to the moment after this world-changing event took place. Experiencing this powerful moment with an
international contingent of peers opened their eyes to how essential
it is chat peace be secured.
Of course, not all carnage is
man-made. In and around New
Orleans, JMU students, staff and
alumni showed their continuing
commitment co the world and their
fellow humans by returning for the
10th year in a row to help rebuild
Louisiana after the devastation of
Hurricane Katrina.
Closer to home, but no less
meaningful, Hose Company No. 4
in Harrisonburg benefits from over
a dozen JMU students who volunteer as firefighters in their community, answering calls for help and
responding to every sort of emergency.
You will read about Joe ('79) and Debbie ('78) Showker, who
responded to heartbreak with generosity and hope by offering a
major matching gift to the Alison Parker ('12) Memorial Fund
after Parker, a reporter with television station WDBJ in Roanoke,
Virginia, was tragically killed during a live morning broadcast.
Their life-affirming gift got the ball rolling on the Parker fund and
helped to turn tragedy into a celebration oflife.
I could go on and on, but you see the point: this issue of Madison
(and every issue, for chat matter) represents che antidote for our shaken
perspectives. Rather than retreat because of terror, lee us all advance
boldly and fully engage the world. Of course, we need intelligent and
often forceful responses to the very real threats that exist. Bue all of us
together engaging with ideas and with the world will, over time, be the
most effective response to those who want us to retreat in fear.
Q

K~
President, James Madison University
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An opportunity to assist in the
development of a new nation
JMU signs memorandum of understanding to work w ith academic institutions in Kosovo
James Madison University has entered
inco an agreement with the Republic of
Kosovo chat will result in cooperation
and collaboration among faculty, staff
and students from JMU and academic
institutions in the newly recognized
European state.
JMU President J onachan Alger and
Arsim Bajrami, Kosovo's minister of education, science and technology, signed
the memorandum of understanding during a ceremony Sepe. 15 at Madison.
The agreement covers six general areas:
developing faculcy expertise; teaching
JMU students about Kosovo; opening
the door for students in Kosovo co study
acJMU; sharingJMU's expertise in the
areas of academic program review, student assessment and accreditation; pursuing projects of mutual interest; and exploring public

After a long struggle for sovereignty
that included U.S. military support in
the 1990s, the Republic of Kosovo officially declared its independence from
Serbia in February 2008.

and private funding sources co continue
an ongoing exchange.
The collaboration seems from che relationship JMU has builc with Ahmec Shala,
che first finance minister of Kosovo, a
former Kosovar ambassador co Japan and
currently a visiting professor at JMU.
During a workshop in October
sponsored by the Center for Faculty
Innovation, Shala stressed chat improv_,
GR" E c
ing higher education in Kosovo is key co
breaking the cycle of war in the Balkans
region of southeastern Europe. Kosovo declared its independence from Serbia in February 2008 .
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Kosovo is particularly interested in
partnering with high-impact graduate
programs in the U.S., andJMU's size,
reputation and expertise was attractive,
Shala said. The country has received 30
million euros in USAID scholarships for
Kosovar students co enroll in Ph.D. and
master's programs in areas such as information technology, public administration, education and che environment.
For JMU, the agreement offers "an
opportunity co play an important role
in the civic development, community
development and higher educational
system of a new nation," said Michael
Scoloff, interim associate dean of The
Graduate School.
More than a dozen projects involving ]MU faculcy members and students
are already underway, ranging from
class initiatives on Kosovar environmental issues co che deployment of an
assessment and accreditation team chat
will consult with Kosovar universities.
These and ocher innovative projects are engaging faculty and students
in cross-cultural collaborations chat
have both short-term and long-term
impact potential.

[This is] an opportunity to play an important role in the civic development, community development and higher educational system of a new nation.'
1

-

MICHAEL S TOLOFF, interim associate dean of The Graduate School

(L·R): Stoloff; Ken Rutherford, director of JMU's Center for International Stabilization and
Recovery; and political science professor John Scherpereel at the signing ceremony.

A focus on citizenship

//I

Madison Vision Series brings scholars to campus
to engage in a discussion of contemporary issues

Madison Vision Series speakers (clockwise, from top
right) Stewart Harris, George Kuh, Russ Reeder ('94)
and Danielle S. Allen.

consider the Madison V ision Series to be a vital cool in
achievingJMU's vision to be the model for the engaged
university," says President Jonathan R. Alger. "By hosting
chis series of lectures, we bring great minds to campus chat
will help us to achieve chat goal. These guests inspire us and spark
conversations chat continue long after their visits."
The 2015 Madison Vision Series began on Sept. 17 with a lecture on
Madisonian ethics by Stewart Harris, professor of constitutional law at
Appalachian School of Law and hose of National Public Radio's Your
Weekly Constitutional. "James
Madison was .. . extraordinary
and remarkable, but he wasn't
perfect," said Harris. "None of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

»

MADISON V ISION SERIES PHOTOGRAPHS BY MIKE MI RIELLO ('09M). HOLLY V EEN IS, AND LAN E MALONEY (' 14)
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SGP:s Humphries helps secure JMU voting precinct
BY KAITY KIRWIN ('16)

to campus, such as Virginia Tech,
eginning with next
George Mason University and the
year's presidential elecUniversity of Virginia, see considertion, voting will be more
ably larger voter turnout.
convenient for JMU stuThe proposal was not without
dents living on campus.
opposition. "The arguments against
This past summer Harrisonthe precinct really boiled down to
burg City Council approved a
partisanship and negative connotanew voting precinct at the JMU
tions associated with the JMU stuConvocation Center. The request
dent popu lation," Humphries said.
was submitted to the city's Elec"Other, less convincing opposing
toral Board in March by Josh
arguments questioned whether the
Humphries, a senior political sciprojected increase in voter turnout
ence major and chairman of the
was worth the cost and that we
Student Government Association's
were creating a solution for a nonLegislative Action Committee.
Josh Humphries ('16), chariman of the
existent problem."
The idea for a polling place at
SGA's Legislative Action Committee, with
Despite such views. the new
JMU came to Humphries in 2013
Harrisonburg Mayor Christopher B. Jones.
precin ct was approved, helpwhen he volunteered with the Get
ing so lidify Humphri es' status as a model for civic
Out The Vote effort on campus. "It seemed logical to me
engagement
at JMU. In addition to being an influential
that instead of taking students to the voting precincts,
member
of
SGA,
Humphries holds a leadership role in
why not bring one to them?" he said. "But also, how can
DukesVote. a student-led
[SGA] get more people votnonpartisan initiative to
ing in every election, not just
inform JMU students about
the presidential [election]."
candidates, register them
After extensive research
to vote and get students
and data collection,
to the polls. He is also a
Humphries concluded that
member of the Marching
other Virginia universities
- JOSH HUMPHRIES ('16)
Royal Dukes.
with voting precincts closer

'It seemed logical to me that
instead of taking students to
the voting precincts, why not
bring one to them?'

.... .. ... ........ ............ ... ..............................................................
Citizenship FROM

PAGE g

the Founding Fathers were." While opposing the more ardent supporters of slavery,
Madison remained a slave owner throughout his life, "a stand inconsistent with our
form of government," said Harris. On the
other hand, Harris noted that Madison's
crafting of the Bill of Rights, "what many
people call the heart of the Constitution,"
evinces great ethical reasoning.
On Oct. 8 George Kuh, director of the
National Institute for Learning Outcomes
Assessment, presented ''An Education For
Our Times." Kuh shed light on the idea of
lifelong integrative learning that stretches

beyond the classroom. According to Kuh,
employers are looking for college graduates who can perform beyond what they
think they can do, and service-learning
is one of the ways to achieve that ability.
"Students need to reflect, integrate and
apply what [they've] learned ... and make
connections between everything," he said.
JMU alum Russ Reeder ('94), CEO of
iCitizen, returned to campus on Oct. 22
to encourage students to redefine what
civic engagement means in America. In
his lecture, ''Apathy Only Harms Civic
Responsibility," Reeder stressed the importance of each citizen being able to make a
difference in their community. "Each of us

MADISON MAGA Z INE
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sincerely counts. Our voices deserve to be
heard," he said.
Danielle S. Allen, director of Harvard's
Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics and
a professor in Harvard's Government
Department and Graduate School of
Education, presented "Participatory
Readiness : On the Liberal Arts and Ethics
of Citizenship" on Nov. 19. "The Declaration oflndependence is telling us we need
our liberal arts education in order to do
our job as democratic citizens," she said.
The Madison Vision Series honors James
Madison's conviction that cultivating an
informed and educated citizenry is essential
to the health of our republican democracy. Q

12
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Madison studen ts and alumni

TAKING ON TOMORROW

routinely rave about their
professors. Here's why:

PRESENTED BY JAMES MADISON UN IVERSITY

DAVID SLYKHUIS

'Theatre education really is
for everyone. It
teaches skills that
are indispensible
in modern life.'

'Teacher education is valued at
JMU. I think it's
the best place
in the commonwealth to become
a teacher.'

LEAH KIRKPATRICK

PAUL BOGARD

Follow the series at www.jmu.edu/madisonscholar/

To nominate a faculty member to be featured,
contact Eric Gorton at gortonej@jmu.edu.
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CISR director recounts surviving landmine blast,
working with Princess Diana in war-torn Balkans

0

ne minute, he was looking at
papers in his lap while riding
in the front seat of a car and the
next, he couldn't see anything.
When he regained his sight, he noticed lots
of broken glass, blood and a foot on the
floor of the car. As he struggled to leave the
car, Ken Rutherford realized the foot was
his, severed by a landmine blast.
Today, afrer numerous surgeries, he walks
with the help of two prosthetic legs, fueled
by an unquenchable desire to help ocher victims oflandmines and explosive remnants
of war in countries around the globe.
Rutherford, director ofJMU's Center for

International Stabilization and Recovery,
spoke about his experiences Sept. 24 during
JMU's annual International Week.
His talk, attended by about 150 students,
faculty and area residents, featured personal
stories and artifacts as well as a reception
with foods from the Balkans region of
southeastern Europe, which complemented
chis year's I-Week theme of"Food & Food
for Thought: Feed Your Global I.Q"
In addition to recounting his 1993 landmine experience, Rutherford talked about
working with Princess Diana in Bosnia in
August 1997 to raise awareness of human
suffering in the war-corn region.
(3

1often asked
myself, Why me?
Why did I sur. ~, ... I rea 1·1zed
vive.
because I had been
given so much, I
had to give back.'
1

1

- KEN RUTHERFORD,
director ofJMU's Center for International
Stabilization and Recovery

CISR director Ken Rutherford spoke about his experiences during International Week at JMU. (Right): Rutherford with Princess
Diana, fellow landmine survivor and activist Jerry White (far
right), and other victims in Bosnia in 1997. August marked the
10th anniversary of Diana's death.
12
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Madison Singers join
Josh Graban in concert
BY KATIE McCOMBIE ('16)

T

he Madison Singers performed in concert with Josh Groban at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.,
and the Tower Theater near Philadelphia in September.
The Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter is touring
North America performing Broadway hits from his latest album
"Stages." The Madison Singers joined as the backup choir on performances of "Anthem," from the musical "Chess," and "You'll
Never Walk Alone," from the musical "Carousel."
Jessie Dunnavant ('16), a soprano with The Madison Singers,
said the group earned Groban's praise. "He talked to us afterwards
and said at one point he told his sound guys to turn our mikes down,
and they answered, 'They're off already.' He said he didn't realize
how powerful and amazing we were."

Joining Groban on tour was a whirl- The Madison Singers
wind experience. Less than two weeks got the chance to share
the stage with Grammypassed from confirmation of the gig to nominated recording
the day the students set foot on stage, artist Josh Groban in
and they had only two rehearsals with mid-September.
the sheet music to prepare.
"It was very fast paced," said Zach Nicely ('16), who sings bass
with the ensemble. "You have to be quick to adapt, but that's the
mark of a true professional musician."
The JMU music program's strong reputation captured the
attention of Steve Trudell, an orchestra contractor working on
Groban's tour. Trudell remembered aJMU Chorale performance
from several years ago and contacted Jo-Anne van der VatChromy, director of choral activities.
Dr. van der Vat-Chromy expressed immense pride in her students. "To be able to create the magic of performance at the drop
of a hat, with recording artists and professionals of the highest
musical caliber, is a hallmark of student achievement as well as an
indicator of future career successes."
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The football team made the FCS Playoffs for the
second consecutive season under head coach Ever·
ett Withers, and the Dukes reached as high as the
top five in the national polls. JMU football has been
.500 or better for 13 consecutive seasons and led
the CAA in attendance by a wide margin.

Women's soccer earned the program's fourth CAA championship with a 3-2
comeback victory over William and Mary in the title game. Ashley Herndon
was named the tournament's Most Outstanding Player. She was joined on
the tournament team by Allie Bunner, Jennie Sroba and Ellen Forrest.
JMU's field hockey
and volleyball teams
each captured CAA
regular-season titles
for the right to host the
league's post-season
tournament. In addi·
tion, the Dukes pro·
duced the Player of the
Year (Janey Goodman,
volleyball; Taylor West,
field hockey) and Coach
of the Year (Lauren
Steinbrecher, volleyball;
Christy Morgan, field
hockey) in both sports.
As the weather out·
side cools off, the
action inside the Con·
vocation Center is
heating up, with both
hoops squads antici·
pating big seasons.
The JMU women were
picked to follow up
their back-to-back
league titles, while
the men were picked
to finish second, one
year after achieving a
four-way tie for first
in the CAA.

The JMU tennis and golf programs had noteworthy performances during fall tournaments,
highlighted by men's golf winning two tournaments with two more runner-up finishes in
five,events. The swimming and diving team's season is off to a strong start.
14
M ADISON M A G A ZINE
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

PHOTOG RA P H S BY CATH Y KUS HN ER ('87)

16

et al.: Madison Magazine - Winter 2016

V

D

I.IM

1.7M

views of JMUproduced GameDay
videos

television sets
tuned in

•
70,000+

BY THE NUMBERS

tweets about
GameDay at JMU

T

12,000

26,069

attendance at Bridgeforth
Stadium for Homecoming
game vs. Richmond

JMU fans on the Quad

hours of
live airtime
on ESPN
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HOMECOMING

20 15

throughout the week, and the number of page views on jmu.edu and
jmusports.com spiked.
"You can't put a price tag on publicity like that," Fitting said. "Ir's
a two-day infomercial and a great recruiting tool, period."
Personally, he said, being back at JMU was special. "Riding into
town for the first time in 19 years, you walk through campus and you're
just happy. Reconnecting with everyone .. . it feels like you're part of a
BY JIM HEFFERNAN ('96)
family. It was kind of surreal coming back here and seeing GameDay
set up on the Quad. But it was awesome. It was an unbelievable week."
A mass communications major and a native ofLong Island, New York,
For one glorious weekend in October, the eyes of the college footFitting interned with ESPN the Magazine in Manhattan the summer
ball world were on James Madison University as Lee Fitting ('96),
senior coordinating producer for ESPN's college sports studio between his junior and senior years at JMU. After graduation, the ESPN
shows, brought the cast and crew of College GameDay to his alma television network hired him as a temporary production assistant. Four
mater for Homecoming 2015.
years later, he was promoted to associate producer, then feature producer.
Harrisonburg was off the beaten path for the traveling weekly
One day Fitting made a pitch to College GameDay executives
college football preview show, which normally stops at Football explaining why he felt he should be the show's next producer. Much
Bowl Subdivision (FBS) schools to preview marquee matchups to his surprise, they agreed. "Then I realized, I had never produced an
involving traditional powerentire show," he told a group of
house programs like Alabama,
sport communications students
Michigan, USC, Texas and
during his visit in October.
Ohio State. But with no such
His bosses' faith in him was
games on the schedule for Oct.
warranted. Since taking the helm
24, the door was open to bring
in 2004, Fitting and his GameGameDay to JMU for the first
Day colleagues have earned three
time - and Fitting delivered.
Sports Emmy Awards for Out"JMU absolutely deserves
standing Studio Show Weekly.
this," Fitting said in an interHe also serves as producer of
view leading up to the weekCollege GameDayfor basketball
end's festivities. "If it didn't, we
as well as College Football Live,
wouldn't be here. We're not here
BCS Countdown and other
just because of me.... I policed
ESPN college sports-related stumyself on this one. I needed
dio specials and content.
some checks and balances. But A mass communications major at JMU, Lee Fitting ('9 6 ) is senior
Fitting says JMU prepared
coordinating producer for ESPN's college sports studio shows.
all my bosses and colleagues and
him well for his career and for
the guys on the set said, 'It's the right place to be. Let's go."'
life. "The people here, the teachers here, the community here are all
JMU Nation didn't disappoint. A large crowd ofstudents, alumni, great. The communication school is unbelievable .. . [JMU imparts)
faculty and staff turned out Thursday evening to welcome the good people skills and good life skills."
GameDay bus to campus, and more than 12,000 fans packed the
At home and on the road, Fitting fields questions about JMU.
Quad for live broadcasts Friday afternoon and Saturday morning,
"People will say to me, 'My son or daughter is thinking about James
holding signs and show- Madison. What do you think?' And I say, 'Listen, it's the best. It's a
ing their Purple Pride decision that you'll never regret and it will set them up for the rest
for a national television of their life.' ... My work, my wife and my family all stemmed from
audience. ESPN cameras here. That's all you can ask for."
panned overhead to capFitting likes to boast that he can spot a JMU graduate, a group that
ture breathtaking views includes ESPN SportsCenter anchor Lindsay Czarniak ('OO). "She's
of campus. JMU trended personable, cool, smart - just the right mix. When you see someone
- LEE FITTING ('96)
nationally in social media like that, you know they went to JMU. They fit right in.''
~

Alum delivers ESPN
GameDay to JMU
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'... that was the
greatest scene
we've ever had for
the show, ever.'

I

I:

16
MADISON MAGAZINE
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

PHOTOGRAPH B Y MI KE MIRI ELLO (" 09M)

18

et al.: Madison Magazine - Winter 2016

Published by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016

19

Madison Magazine, Vol. 39 [2016], No. 1, Art. 1

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

20

et al.: Madison Magazine - Winter 2016

Published by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016

21

Madison Magazine, Vol. 39 [2016], No. 1, Art. 1

JMU

NATION

For NFl.s Arthur Moats ('12),
giving back is a 'no-brainer'
Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker's accomplishments on the
football field are surpassed by his generosity off of it
BY JIM HEFFERNAN (' 96)
Growing up in Portsmouth, Virginia, Arthur
Moats ('12) learned the values of hard work,
humility and service from his parents, both
pastors in the local community. During the
summer months, after Sunday church service,
the family delivered loaves of bread door to
door in some of the city's less fortunate neighborhoods near their church. In the winter,
they brought hot chocolate to the homeless.
"Being introduced to community outreach at a young age, it made it a part of my
life," he says.
Now a husband and father of three,
Moats and his wife Shonda are instilling
those same values in their own children.
''Anywhere we're at, it's always a point
of emphasis for me and my family to be
involved in the community because of the
impact that we're able to make," says Moats,
a linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers of

the National Football League and an NFL
2013 Walter Payton Man of the Year Award
winner for his volunteer and charity work
as a member of the Buffalo Bills. "Helping individuals who aren't in the best of
situations ... it's an amazing feeling. And it
teaches our children [that] when you're in a
position of privilege, you should give back."
Moats gives back to his alma mater, too,
most recently donating $300,000 toward a
new JMU Convocation Center and endowing a student scholarship at Madison in the
studio arts, one of his lifelong pursuits.
A standout athlete at Churchland High
School in Portsmouth, Moats arrived at
JMU on a football scholarship in the fall
of 2006. He says his Madison Experience
helped him become the player - and the
person - he is today.
''As a player, I learned to take the game

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

seriously and not just rely on my abilities, but
understand the preparation needed to be a
champion and the work ethic that you need
to have," he says. "It was also about doing the
right things on and offthe field and ultimately
setting an example for the younger players.
''As a person, UMUJ definitely helped build
character and understand that nothing is going
to be given to you in life and that you have to
work extremely hard to achieve the success you
want," he adds. "The same is true ofacademics.
At JMU you're going to get an excellent education, but you have to put in the work."
A four-year starter at defensive end for the
Dukes, Moats recorded 218 tackles -108
of them unassisted- including 48.5 tackles
for a loss and 29 sacks. As a senior, he was
named the 2009 Buck Buchanan Award
winner as the nation's top defensive player
in the Football Championship Subdivision
(FCS). That same year, sports information directors from Virginia's 10 Division I
football programs selected him as the state's
Defensive Player of the Year.
Moats' dream of playing professional
football was realized when the Buffalo Bills
selected him in the sixth round of the 2010
NFL Draft. But he never lost sight of another
important life goal - to earn a college degree.
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"Anytime I set my mind to do something,
I want to accomplish it," he says. "Finishing
my degree was important to me. It's part of
my character and work ethic.... I wanted to
set an example and inspire people to understand that you can still go back and ultimately complete things that you started and
reach a milestone in your life."
After his rookie season in Buffalo, Moats
returned to Madison to complete his degree
in political science. It was during that time
that he met Shonda, a graduate of Eastern
Mennonite Universiry.
"We both have family in Harrisonburg and
love the communiry," Shonda says. "We have
a lot oflifelong friends there. It will always be
a place that we visit and come back to."
While in Buffalo, Moats emerged as
a leader in the Bills locker room and a role
model in the communiry. He hosted students
from the city's Closing the Gap/Say Yes to
Education program, providing participants
with holiday gift cards to spend on themselves and their families, and he spent time
in the offseason at Buffalo's Academy for the
Visual and Performing Arts, where he urged
students to pursue their artistic passions.
In addition to a $5,000 gift to his high
school's football program, Moats donated

Drafted by the Buffalo BIiis In 2010,
Moats signed a free-agent contract with
the Pittsburgh Steelers In 2014.

it s always a point
of emphasis for me
and my family to
be involved in the
community because
of the impact we're
able to make.'
1
...

-

1

ARTHUR MOATS ('12)

$2,500 to the school's art program.
In 2013 he reached out to a police officer in
James Ciry Counry, Virginia, who had been
injured in the line ofdury. The officer, a diehard
Bills fan, credits Moats with motivating and
encouraging him to get back on his feet. Moats
rewarded him with tickets to a Bills game.
Since signing a free-agent contract with
the Steelers in 2014 and moving his family
to Pittsburgh, Moats has maintained a strong

relationship with the United Way and Ronald
McDonald House as well as the NFLs Play 60
initiative, which encourages America's youth
to be active for at least 60 minutes every day.
''Arthur demonstrates a sincere respect for
everyone he meets," says Casey Carter, a mentor in the Student Athlete Leadership Development program at JMU. "He is loyal to his
family, friends and alma mater. And he believes
that communiry involvement is a basic responsibiliry of life and has always been willing to
donate his time, talents and positive spirit to
activities and individuals in need."
Moats is busy laying the foundation for
his life after football. He is currently working on a master's degree in community and
economic development from Empire State
College in New York, and is considering
becoming a mentor of athletes, either at the
collegiate level or with the NFrs Career
Development Program.
Asked if his children know about his alma
mater, Moats replies, "Two of them know all
about JMU, and the baby boy is learning as
we speak. The only college they want to go
toisJMU."
~

The anatomy of a gift

thought about that, I realized this
was bigger than just JMU Athletics.

Arthur Moats ('12) and his wife Shonda discuss their
$300,000 gift to the new JMU Convocation Center plus
an endowed scholarship for a student in the studio arts.

SHONDA: Having lived in
Harrisonburg with a small child,
I remember having to drive to
Charlottesville for shows and
concerts. A new Convo will be great
for families and young adults in
the different types of events it will
attract.

MADISON: Why did you decide
to support JMU and the Duke Club
at this point in your lives?

ARTHUR: James Madison
University has played a pivotal
role in the three major phases of
my Hfe - education, football and
family - and I'm fortunate to be in
a position right now to be able to
make a major impact.

SHONDA: Just seeing how
much Arthur loves JMU and the
experience he had there, it's so

important to him. It was something
that he felt strongly about, and I
supported it 100 percent.

MADISON: As an alum of JMU
football, you could have chosen
to restrict your gift to the football
program, but instead you chose
to give to the new Convocation
Center. Why?

MADISON: Your gift also

provides an endowed scholarship
for a JMU student majoring in
ARTHUR: I give to the football
the studio arts. Where does your
program, and I can continue to do
that for the rest of my life. But when interest in music and the arts come
from? Do you play an instrument?
you think about the impact that a
ARTHUR:
I have a passion for
new Convocation Center can have
on not only JMU and the basketball the arts. I picked up my first pair of
drumsticks at the age of 8, and I
program, but the Harrisonburg
community - the job opportunities, taught myself to play the keyboard
when I was at JMU. I've also been
the money that it will bring in to
drawing my whole life.... [With the
the Shenandoah Valley ... When I

MOATS FAMILY PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE MIRIELLO ("09M); STEELER PHOTO BY GENE PUSKAR/AP;
Published
by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016
POSTER BY CATHY KUSHNER ('87). REBEKAH BUONIKAS, LANE MALONEY ( ' 14) AND MIKE MIRIELLO ( ' 09M)

scholarship] I don't want a kid be
discouraged from pursuing their
dreams in life - particularly in the
arts, which is often seen as being
not as prestigious as some other
majors - because they're financially
unable to do so.

MADISON: What effect do you
hope this gift may have on others?
ARTHUR: Sometimes people are
hesitant to be the first person to do
something, It doesn't matter how big
or how small your gift is, it's going to
have an impact. If this gift can help
young people, regardless of whether
they're student-athletes or not. have
a better experience and become
better people, I'm all for it. That's
why, for me, it was a no-brainer.
It's not just about improving
yourself, it's about improving the
people around you as well. g
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As an International
Leaders in Education
fellow at JMU, Alice
Sayo was inspired to
follow her dream.
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ALICE

SAYO

A dream, a haven, a reality
JMU's Be the Change attitude helps make education possible
for young girls in Kenya

BY JANET SMITH ('81)

When Alice Sayo arrived at James Madison Univer- support, from her JMU friends. Members of the social
sity in 2011 as an international exchange fellow, she studies methods class she was enrolled in at JMU raised
quickly discovered she was among kindred spirits.
money co help purchase 5 acres of!and for the academy.
The public high-school principal found JMU's
Alice's dream spurred the members of Future Social
Be the Change attitude in her College of Education Studies Educators at JMU to join her in making a real
faculty and student colleagues and soon felt com- difference. FSSE exists so future social studies teachfortable sharing her dream for a new school in her ers can network with each ocher and the outside eduhometown ofNarok, Kenya, where the closest pub- cation community to better prepare for teaching.
The organization, with Michelle Cude, professor of
lic school is about 6 kilometers away.
The Nasaruni Academy for Maasai Girls - Sayo's middle, secondary and mathematics education, as fachope for better lives - opened in 2012 with 13 stu- ulty advisor, views Nasaruni Academy as its main charity.
Brandi Sc John, FSSE's vice president of adminisdents, and enrollment is steadily increasi ng. Today
Nasaruni, which means "haven" in the Maasai tration and service, who will complete her master of
language, is just that for 50 girls in grades K-3 who arcs in teaching degree in 2016, sees supporting che
are learning English, Swahili, social studies, math, Nasaruni Academy as important in her future role as
geography and sciences in the standard curriculum a social studies teacher. "I chose to teach social studies
because I want to help students see the global impact
required by the Kenyan government.
that
each of us can make on any given day."
The academy is their haven from a future without
Her
involvement with FSSE and the academy has
education, a scenario chat usually results in a lifetime
given
St
John a clearer, more specific illustration of the
of employment as babysitters or domestic workers or
educational plight of girls
arranged marriages at ages
internationally. "The Nasa14 or 15, according to Alice
runi Academy has truly
Sayo's husband, Bishop
shown
me what it is like
Moses Sayo, who visited
to
fight
for an education
JMU in the spring semesand
how
hard it is to gain
ter. He serves as assistant
chat
education."
director of che academy led
"I hope to bring everyby his wife.
thing
that I have learned and
"All a long she had
the
experiences
I have gained
this dream," Moses Sayo
from
my
work
with
the Nasarecalled. He related chat
runi
Academy,
Dr.
Cude
and
his wife's life did not follow
Sayo
into
my
classBishop
the usual Maasai path after
The Nasaruni Academy for Maasai Girls makes
room and hopefu11y show my
the death of h er father.
education a reality for young girls in Kenya.
students
what education and
Her mother and an older
cultural
values
are
like
in
other
parts
of
the world and how
brother wanted more for Alice and made sure she
they
can
each
make
an
impact
in
other
parts of the world
graduated from high school in Kenya and went on to
from their desks in the United States."
higher education.
Moses Sayo, who is now back in Kenya, said while visitDuring her International Leaders in Education fellowing
JMU, "I am thrilled to realize we have like-minded
ship at JMU, she was "inspired that anything is possible,"
people
here at JMU. We are making connections to make
Moses said. And Alice had more than a dream in her
things
happen.
I find great inspiration in that."
G)
quiver ofresources. She had support, including monetary
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JUSTIN

LENART

( '04)

The Emmy goes lo ...
NBC12 marketing producer Justi n Lenart ('04) and his co lleagues were
recently honored for their Snow Day spot at the 57th Annual Emmy
Awards Show in Washington, D.C. Lenart, a JMU media arts and design
major, has worked in TV news production in Richmond, Virginia, and as
a producer with America's Most Wanted In th is interview with Madison,
Lenart discusses Snow Day and how JMU helped launch his career.
Tell us about your
Emmy award.
The Emmy is a great honor and
one our marketing team never
expected when we initially
made the Snow Day spot. It
feels great to be recognized by
your peers and to be included
in this prestigious club. The
award itself is a bright, shiny
reminder of how hard work
really does pay off.

Describe the concept

ofSnowDay.
NBC12 Marketing Director
Brandon Seier proposed his
idea for the promo, and we all
jumped on board. We simply set
out to make a fun and memorable spot that promotes the
NBC12 brand while entertaining the people of Richmond.
When schools are closed, people
need a media outlet to turn
to for that information. If the
roads are bad and schools are
shuttered, most folks aren't
going anywhere ... so fun can,
and will, be had. We wanted to
capture that joy!

Can you tell us about the
production process?
Once we had our concept
locked down, we held a Face-

book casting call and got an
overwhelming number of
responses within a few hours.
After narrowing down the
list of families we'd like to
include, we set up shoots at
each of their homes. Victor Nash, Tina Rodriguez
Thomas and myself took turns
filming and directing the kids.
After everything was shot,
Tina and I took turns editing.
Some in our department
were worried that the music
track was too bombastic, but
I took the stance that the spot
lives and dies by the music it's
cut to - and this spot needed
some epic, in-your-face music
in order for it to be memorable.
Ultimately, they sided with my
musical choice.

How did your Madison
Experience influence
your career choices and
opportunities?
I always wanted to combine my
SMAD degree with my passion
for criminal justice. Within a
few years after graduation, I was
lucky enough to land a juniorlevel producer position with
America's Most Wanted - a job I
found on Craigslist of all things!
I was insanely excited, as it

afforded me the opportunity to
put my production and writing
skills to use while incorporatin g
my major and minor (sociology). Over time, I moved up the
ranks and produced countless
on-air segments, while helping
provide justice for crime victims
and their families. The show
was ultimately canceled , so after
freelancing for a while, I moved
back to my hometown of Richmond, this time as a marketing
producer with NBC1 2. One of
the first big promos I worked on
here was Snow Day.

Do you have any advice
for undergraduates who
would love to pursue a
similar career?
The joke in the industry is to tell
anyone interested in joining it
to run. But that's not true at all.
It's a gratifying industry to be a
part of; and so long as you have
a can-do attitude, you can, and
will, go far. The TV/film industry is really a small one, and the
business is truly all about who
you know. You'd be surprised
how often opportunities arise or
disappear simply because people
remember the quality of your
work ethic.
Q

@ Watch the video at bit.ly/1RTg0BG
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Ask the right questions
Interrogating OUr intuitions /eads to better decisions
Ethics are taught all around us. We learn morals from parents,
peers, religious authorities, mentors, and in college courses.
In traditional ethics education courses, moral concepts are
unpacked, ethical theories introduced and case studies analyzed.
C olleges and universities also offer programs in ethics and many
are home to prominent centers for ethical research and scholarship. So, it is reasonable to ask: What distinguishes JMU's ethics program, The Madison Collaborative: Ethical Reasoning in
Action? The short answer is: We begin our instruction with a
different question.
It is fai rly easy to identify poor ethical
decisions. Bad moral choices are all over
1
our television, computer and cellphone
screens . More difficult to recognize is
that our own decision-making skills
could be improved. As is true with critical th in king and effective writing, we
overestimate our moral reasoning abilities. The reality is, we make ethical mistakes; some of chem serious.
JMU's program on ethical reasoning begins with the question :
How can I (or we) make better ethical decisions? Answering the
personal improvement question leads us beyond determining the
moral merit of another's actions to researching how we decide
to act. More specifically, JMU's program incorporates teaching
ethical considerations that alter our choices.
Briefly summarized, emerging decision scientists find that our
actions typically follow quick intuitive judgements. Moral intuitions are products of a person's moral training and background

BY WILLIAM

J. HAWK. chair, Madison Collaborative

which oftent imes di ctate mora l ac ti ons. To improve ethical
decision-making, it becomes critical to interrupt the intuitionaction link. One way to do so is to introduce additional ethical consideration s when making an important decision. T hese
additions effectively slow cognition into a process of deliberative
reflection. JM U 's Eight Key Questions ethical reasoning framework prompts us to ask theory-based ethical considerations in
order to interrogate our intuitions. C ross-examining our moral
first-impressions results in better-informed actions. As a bonus,
practicing reflective interrogation actually improves critical
thinking. It is JMU's emphasis on decision-affecting, action-guiding, reflective
interrogation that distinguishes our program from the rest.
In this issue of M adison, JMU's community and worldly engagement is exemplified in multiple and diverse ways. In
each of these instances, whether it be the
risky business of rebuilding nations or
Dukes Stepping Up; the gracious professionalism of hospitality (the H art School) , Hurricane Katrina
relief efforts, or firefighting; or the transformative learning at the
Washington Center, the Institute for Constructive Advocacy and
Dialogue, or INU, important decisions will be better informed if
we all stop to ask the right questions - Eight Key Questions. C)

Cross-examining
our moral firstimpressions results
in better-informed
actions.'
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Dukes Step Up
Tackling the bystander effect and promoting responsible action

BY MAX HAMILTON

For the third year in a row, JMU's entire incoming freshman class any instance in the past in which that individual may have been
participated in Dukes Step Up as part of 1787 Orientation activi- party to the bystander effect. Jones acknowledges that some people
ties in August.
will learn to "step up" in increments. The fundamental function
Dukes Step Up focuses on empowering students to act, or "step of the program, rather, is to communicate clearly to the particiup," by teaching the skills necessary to recognize a situation before pants that taking certain actions within one's own power to prevent
it becomes problematic, assume personal responsibility, use safe harm from coming to others is an expectation of JMU students.
methods to intervene and implement help as needed.
And rather than just thrusting that expectation upon the students,
Dukes Step Up teaches them when to recognize situations in which
During the first year of college, most freshmen will be in an
environment with a wider array of choices and lower degree of they might need to step up and how to go about doing so.
The program takes into consideration that the idea of intervening
supervision than they have experienced before. Peer-facilitators older JMU students trained to conduct these sessions - lead fresh- when a sexual assaulc seems imminent or someone at a party has
men in discussions about the responsibilities they inherit living in had too much to drink may be intimidating to some. But according to Jones, stepping up can be as subtle as noticthis new environment.
ing a person who might be in danger and simply
1
"Ir covers the things that are happening that are
asking, "Hey, can I get you a glass of water? Why
nor necessarily what we want to be talking about,"
don't you come with me? "
says Veronica Jones, the University Health Cen"These discussions lead to more open-minded
ter's assistant director for marketing, communicastudents and a tighter community of students,"
tions and outreach, "but we have to talk about it."
facilitator Mary Smilack ('17) says.
Topics include sexual assault and over-conBoth faculty and students say Dukes Step Up
sumption of alcohol in conj unction with the
is making a positive impact, and the program is
bystander effect, which occurs when the presence
growing. This fall there were 100 facilitators durof others discourages an individual from intering
1787 Orientation, more than in any previous
vening on another person's behalf.
year.
UHC has developed a new program called
Despite the gravity of the issues Dukes Step
Dukes
Step Up 2.0, which deals more exclusively
Up covers, the program avoids an overwhelmwith
sexual
assaulc, and Dukes Step Up will be
ingly negative tone. Facilitators are careful not
point
of one of the center's marketing
the
focal
to alienate or castigate any of the participants. A
MARY
SMILACK
('17)
Q
campaigns
this
year.
facilitator's job is not to make anyone feel bad for

These
discussions
lead to more
open-minded
students
and a tighter
community
of students.'
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A return lo civility
Institute focuses on productive dialogue

BY JIM HEFFERNAN ('96) AND KAITY KIRWIN ('16)

The public face of the institute is 4C: Campus Community
As the university named for the Father of the Constitution, JMU
can play an important role in modeling and encouraging civil dis- Civic Collaborative, a partnership with the Fairfield Center in
course. Too often public dialogue on the important issues of our downtown Harrisonburg. The collaborative trains passionate and
day degenerates into shouting matches, name-calling and a cry for impartial student communicators to design and facilitate public
the elimination of opposing viewpoints.
conversations, both at JMU and in the community. The forums
"If Madison were here today, I believe he would remind us of are designed to bring people together around potentially divisive
his level-headed assessment of our human limitations when we topics. Past workshops have focused on local issues such as having
encounter and react to views that differ from our own, and of students as neighbors and including bike and pedestrian paths
how we can all benefit from trying to listen to and understand in Harrisonburg-Rockingham County's transportation and
the views of others with civility
marketing plans, as well as broader
and respect, even as we hold and
concerns like mental health needs
espouse our own cherished points
in the community and the state's
of view," JMU President Jonathan
definition of marriage.
Alger said during a speech at MontStudents in Britt's Facilitating
pelier in 2012 that capped a weekCommunity Engagement class
long celebration of his inauguration
(SCOM 447) research topics oflocal
as Madison's sixth president.
interest and learn methods to frame
The Institute for Constructive
community conversations to ensure
Advocacy and Dialogue at JMU
that the dialogue is productive and
embraces chis Madisonian ideal.
all sides are being heard.
The goal of the institute, which is
When facilitating public dia- LORI BRITT, !CAD director
housed in the School of Comm unilogue, Britt says it's important to get
and professor of communication studies
cation Studies, is to bridge the gap
participants to suspend their biases
between the university and the comand assumptions about a topic temmunity through outreach, service, research and scholarship cen- porarily. "This is not an argument. We're not here for one side
tered on productive communication processes.
to win or lose. We're here to help decide what our community
"I think it's important for communication people, who have should do if we are, in fact, looking for a choice."
the ability to shape the world, to understand how they can also
"We serve the community in a way that doesn't make it seem
shape public spaces more productively," says the institute's direc- like we're infringing or inserting ourselves in the conversation,"
tor, Lori Britt, professor of communication studies.
adds graduate student facilitator Leanna Smithberger. "We're

'We want to infuse the
spirit of James Madison, the man, and the
ways that he thought
and engaged in public
life, into this university.'
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4C: Campus Community Civic Collaborative trains student communicators to design
and facilitate public conversations, both at JMU and in the community. Forums are
designed to bring people together around potentially divisive topics.

We're not part of

community. You have to know who
you are sharing this space with."
Britt sees potential in taking the
The experience of facilitating public
Institute for Constructive Advodialogue, Smithberger says, can also be
cacy and Dialogue university-wide
a.pplied to students' personal and profesby involving students and facu lty
sional lives after rhey leave ]MU. "You
h h b
LEANNA SMITHBERGER ('14),
members from other colleges and
ave t ea ilicy co be a leader and focus a
group cowa d
d · · "
graduate student facilitator
departments, co-reaching courses
r s pro uct1v1ry.
For those ]MU students who wonder why they should engage and working in cross-disciplinary teams. "In order for students to
with the Harrisonburg community, Smithberger has a simple be influential, they first have to be connected," she says.
What better place to inspire a return to civil society than JMU?
response: "Because you live here."
·
"We want to infuse the spirit of James Madison, rhe man, and
"I think many students see ]MU as a home away from home, bur
'.hey don't see Harrisonburg as home," she says. "Bur really the major- the ways that he thought and engaged in public life, into this uniC)
ity ofyour time is spent here. You have to get out and be a part of the versity," Britt says.
not pare of the discussion, we're part
of the process."

1

the discussion, we're
part of the process.'

Published by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016

WINTER 2 0 I 6

27

31

Madison Magazine, Vol. 39 [2016], No. 1, Art. 1

Hanging our shingle in D.C.
BY JAN ET L . SMITH ('8 1)

The success of an important JMU academic program - the Washington area," said Charles H. Blake, professor and head of
Washington Semester - is leading the university to expand its political science.
"We recognized that this would be space for the entire univerpresence in the nation's capital with the creation of the JMU
sity," said David A. Jones, professor of political science and profesWashington Center.
Overlooking 16th Street in the Dissor-in-residence for the JMU Washington
trict's Dupont Circle neighborhood, the
Semester
program. "It was an opportunity
1
third-floor suite offers a multipurpose
for us to improve our classroom and event
classroom/event space, a conference
space while expanding opportunities for
room and two office spaces for use by
the university as a whole."
the emire university. Until August, when
Begun in 1997 as a spring semester prothe Washington Center opened, the
gram, the Washington Semester has grown
Washington Semester used a classroom
into a two-semester program offering two
and rented a small office in the building
separate areas ofstudy: U.S. politics and polwhere students enrolled in the Departicy (fall) and global affairs (spring). Approximent of Political Science's program lived.
mately 450 students from disciplines includUniversity officials looked at physical
ing political science, international affairs,
- D AVID A . JONES , professor-inspace options over the last two years and
public policy and administration, history,
residence, Washington Semester program
decided that 1400 16th St., NW, would
English, media arts and design, and writing,
meet the needs of not only the Washrhetoric and technical communication have
ington Semester but also other academic units and D.C .-area benefited from the program's emphasis on internships, courses and
alumni of the university.
guest speakers, including many JMU alumni.
"There was a desire to hang a shingle in the Washington
While other schools have semester-long programs in Washingarea, since many of our students are either from, or settle in, the
ton, Jones said, "Ours is unique in that we've structured the pro-

lt was really the
time to enhance
that involvement
by establishing a
Washington presence for JMU.'
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gram so that students can work full time, Monday through Thursday, and take on long-term projects as part of their internships."
In its nearly two decades, the Washingron Semester has supported JMU students in internships with such prestigious organizations and governmental offices as the White House, State
Department, Congress, C-SPAN, U .S. Trade Representative,
Amnesty International, American Enterprise Institute, Women
for Women International and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
The technologically up-to-date new space is a welcoming place for
]MU to invite its increasingly active alumni base that is interested in
the Washington Semester and is involved in ways such as returning

to present about their D.C.-based work and to serve as mentors and
networking contacts, Jones said. "It was really the time to enhance
that involvement," he added, "by establishing a Washington presence
for JMU. We felt like it was time to enhance that involvement with
an actual physical presence. We already had a presence in D.C., but
it wasn't a physical one. We were always a guest wherever we held our
own events and class sessions."
"We are bringing a part ofJMU to Washington," Jones said. "We
want to host JMU scholars who can share their expertise and present their research with the Washington area. We want to encourage
other JMU units to use the new space and to consider launching
their own Washington-based academic programs."
Q

The new JMU Washington Center, overlooking 16th Street in the
District's Duport Circle neighborhood, is the home of Madison's
well-established Washington Semester program, during which
students complete internships in the capital region. The thirdfloor suite, which includes a multipurpose classroom/event
space, a conference room and two offices, is also available for
use by the entire university.
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Some like ii hol
JMU students serve and protect local community as volunteer firefighters

BY ROB rucKER

Odds are overwhelming that in the time it takes you to read this inspiration to our department," Miller said. "The fact that they will
paragraph, somewhere in America firefighters will respond to an join and provide these services to a department that is not in their
emergency call for help. National statistics indicate that more than hometown demonstrates their true desire to serve the public good."
two-thirds of our firefighters are volunteers, including a dozen JMU
The JMU volunteers sacrifice social time to staff fire stations in
students who serve the local community at Hose Company No. 4.
Rockingham County and Harrisonburg from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. on
These students commit to rigorous training of more than 200 weekdays, and around the clock on weekends. Each volunteer comhours to qualify as firefighters, but the majority of them seek addi- mits to working 16 hours a month, year round, and often returns
tional skill development in specialties such as emergency medical during the summer to fulfill their duty. Many students volunteer
training, technical rescue and hazardous material response. As for additional hours.
volunteers, they not only gear up and fight fires, but they have
Now, the burning question, why do they do it ?
responded to some pretty gruesome scenes, including
1
house and barn fires, traffic fatalities and suicides.
In addition to emergency response, they provide
training, fundraising and administrative services to the
department, according to Walter Miller, chief of Hose
Company No. 4, which celebrated its 125th anniversary
in October. JMU students have been helping the company protect the community for more than 15 of those
years. "These students are a tremendous help and an
- JONATHAN ALGER, president, to ]MU volunteer firefighters

This is incredibly important and
meaningful volunteer service.
Your efforts are a great example
of community engagement.'
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Jonathan Simmons ('15) worked
ice," Alger said. "Your efforts are a great
1
as a volunteer fireman before comexample of community engagement,
ing to JMU and continues to serve as
and I am deeply impressed with the time
deputy chief at Hose Company No.
commitment as well as the dedication
4 after earning his degree in inteyou bring to doing work that is hard and
grated science and technology. "I
demanding on multiple fronts.
had some experience before I came co
"As I watched and listened to all
Harrisonburg, so I felt there was no
of you," Alger continued, "I thought
- WALTER MILLER,
better way to get involved in helping
often of my grandfather, who was a
chief ofHose Company No. 4
my new community and learning as
volunteer firefighter for many years in
much as I could about it," Simmons said.
upstate New York, and who once risked his own life to save the
JMU President Jonathan Alger expressed appreciation to the lives of some young children in a burning car. I hope your can-do
students after touring the Port Republic Road station earlier this spirit of volunteer ism and service will inspire future generations of
~
year. "This is incredibly important and meaningful volunteer serv- Dukes to do the same."

These students are
a tremendous help
and an inspiration to
our department.'

Following a tour of the Hose Company No. 4 station in Rocking·
ham County, JMU's student volunteer firemen presented President Alger with a "challenge coin" (right) bearing the station's
insignia. The challenge coin tradition dates back to the Roman
Empire and symbolizes brotherhood and solidarity.
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Empowering young women through dance
BY JA N G ILLIS ('07)

Talk to Caitlin McAvoy ('15) for a few minutes, and you'll real- with the girls and prepare them for a public dance performance
ize that performance is an important part of her life. Her Madison while at the same time navigating a significant language barrier.
Experience as a musical theatre major and Honors student included
"If I had not had the education I received at JMU, I would
acting, dancing and vocal performance. McAvoy's academic career not have had this opportunity or been at all prepared for it,"
provided an opportunity for self-discovery as well. "I realized there's McAvoy says. "That is due especially to the Dance in Coman avenue for my art form to help people in a direct way," she says.
munity class taught by professor Kate Trammell. During that
That realization stemmed from a Hillcrest Scholarship for Ser- class students learn how to use creative movement and dance
vice and Leadership. The scholarship experience allowed her to activities with various populations such as day care classes,
travel to Deborah House in
individuals with special needs
Sibiu, Romania, to teach dance
and
senior citizens."
1
to a group of28 girls. Her goal:
What about the English/
to research and implement a
Romanian language barrier?
dance therapy-inspired pro"Communication was magical.
gram for young female surviWe had a translator, but after
vors of domestic violence.
the first day we didn't need the
The challenge was daunting.
assistance. It's hard to explain,
Within a few days, McAvoy
- CAITLIN MCAVOY (' 15),
but we didn't need language. I
needed to develop a rapport
taught by visuals, and the girls
Hillcrest Scholar, Honors student

1wanted to empower my
students and help them see
themselves as artists and
strong women.'
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picked it up. Even outside of teaching we were able to communicate
thing to express, and here is yo ur chance to listen to my story,"'
without a translator. We just used physical movement in order to
says McAvoy.
convey what we needed to say," McAvoy explains. "I always say this,
"One of my favorite moments was post-performance. One girl
and ir sounds so cliche, but dance is a universal language. After this
came up to me and in her broken English called herself a bea utirrip, it's much more than just a saying to me."
ful ballerina. That idea, that she saw herself as a beautiful being
McAvoy used part of her scholarship funds to purchase leotards, and a capable artist - that was what I wanted to accomplish."
In the end, McAvoy fou nd a confidence and empowerment of
rights, tulle and prop materials for her Romanian students. The
rulle, cut in strips and tied with ribbon, made perfect tutus for the her own. "In my future, I see myself opening a dance studio based
on positive body image and
young performers.
female empowerment, as well
However, the experien ce
as contin uing service trips of
was about more than crafts
this nature," she says.
and dance movement. "My
"I went to Romania thinking
senior Honors thesis was
I would change lives, bur
'Dancing with Romania: T he
the gi rls changed mine in
Research and Practical Impleways
I could never imagine,"
mentation of Dance Therapy
says
McAvoy.
"I have now
for Victims of Sexual Abuse,"'
is the start of
discovered
what
says McAvoy. "I wanted to
my
life's
work.
I
am planning
empower my stud ents and
my
trip
back
to
Romania
and
help them see themselves as
nning
my
work
locally
to
begi
artists an d strong women,
srarr
dance
therapy
programs
which is why the performance
for girls surviving abuse. Withaspect was so important."
out
JM U I would have never
Empowerment and perforfound chis life path, but now I
(Clockwise): McAvoy shares a moment with a new friend in
mance go hand-in-hand. "It
Romania; a musical theatre major, McAvoy and other cast mem·
can't imagine my life unfolding
gave each participant a chance
hers prepare for the JMU production of "All Shook Up"; in the
in a better fas hion ."
Q
future, McAvoy hopes to open a dance studio.
to say, 'I am here, I have some-
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OMMITMENTS CAN BE HARD TO KEEP.
So it is remarkable that a decade after Hurricane Katrina hit the
Gulf Coast, JMU students, alumni, faculty and staff are still honoring a commitment to help the region recover.
Back in August 2005, members of the JMU community immediately knew they wanted to help with Katrina relief. The first
JMU trip to the area during Thanksgiving week 2005 made one
thing brutally apparent: recovery would not be overnight.
That busload of JMU volunteers traveled to Biloxi, Mississippi.
Lauren Caskey ('08) remembers: "The bus driver had a heck of
a time navigating through streets full of debris - downed trees, boats that had floated away,
entire houses that were pushed off their foundations - in almost complete darkness. The streetlights were out, and the only power was coming from generators. T his was three months after
the storm, and Biloxi looked like a ghost town."
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"THE PROJECTION AT THE TIME
was that it would take a decade to rebuild the
area," says Misty Newman, assistant director of
JMU's Department of Community Service-Learning. The JMU Alternative Break Program made
a commitment to this effort, initiating an annual
May Break dedicated solely to rebuilding in the
Gulf Coast region.
"This coming May will be our 10th year," says
Newman, "but we also wanted to commemorate
our first trip a decade ago in November by going
to New Orleans at Thanksgiving."
"Ten years later, I have to admit I'm somewhat
surprised that current ]MU students are interested
in reb uilding New Orleans," says Caskey. "After
all, most of them were in elementary school when
Katrina hit the Gulf Coast."
Despite the passing of the years, the motivation
to make a difference remains strong throughout the
Madison community. And, as highlighted during
Katrina Awareness Week hosted by CS-Lin September, there is a continued need for assistance.
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"IN NEW ORLEANS ALONE THERE
are approximately 30,000 homes that have not
been re-entered since Katrina," says Newman.
Alumni of previous Alternative Breaks, including previous trips to New Orleans, participated in
the Thanksgiving Break, and the addition made
for an enriched experience for all participants.
"All of the JMU students I met were thoughtful, open-minded and truly engaged in servicelearning. They discussed poverty, education, the
environment and other Katrina-related issues with
passion, curiosity and respect," says Caskey.
New Orleans native D an Smolkin ('11) participated in and led trips in 2008, 2009 and 2010.
"As an alumni returning with current undergrads
to my hometown for a week of service, I was
reminded of the truly wonderful spirit of community and giving at JMU. Ten years since the storm,
chis trip shows the commitment runs strong."
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G.J. ('84) and Heather Hart's $3 million-plus gift to James Madison
University to name the Hart School of Hospitality, Sport and Recreation Management means more than a large donation and infinitely
more than a single naming. Their gift's greatest impact is the partnership it creates among a philanthropist, a corporate executive and a
university that will, over time, change millions - yes, millions - of lives.
BY MARTHA BELL GRAHAM ('03 P .' 08 P,'12P)

The ear
ofthe
hen Randall Hart, the 14-year-old son of G.J. and Heather Hart, visited L.A.'s
Skid Row, he learned something chat his father and mother had long known: People are people, no matter their station in life.
Homeless. Suburban. Poor. Executive. Rich. Struggling. Uneducated. Degreed.
· the same and everyone has needs. It's a truth Randall's
Deep d own, everyone 1s
,
parents live.
"T hey care for all of chem, every single person ... trying

to

. .
,,
make theu lives ~etter,,,

Randall says, effusively, when he talks about his parents. "They're like the dynamIC duo.
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Widely recognized for his corporate leadership in the hospitality industry, G.J. is the
CEO of California Pizza Kitchen. Prior to
leading CPK, he steered Texas Roadhouse
through a decade of unprecedented growth.
Heather is the driving force behind CPK's
transformative Inspired Acts, an organization
within the company that is described as "highimpact community service."
During last year's Inspired Acts Day,
more than 800 CPK employees, along with
the Hart family and a contingent of ]MU
students and faculty, transformed a part of
California's Camp Pendleton into an oasis
for hardworking service families by building
playgrounds, painting facilities, landscaping
and a host of other projects.
Randall knows his parents well, of course,
from the inside of their tight-knit family of
six, which includes Randall's three older
sisters. He describes his parents' life - and
the life they have given their family - as "a
constant giving circle oflife." Whatever anyone needs, Randall says, they give it to them.
"Actions speak louder than words," he adds.
The teenager feels so strongly about his parents that, at the end of the JMU ceremony
to name the Hart School and unveil the new
logo on Oct. 9, he grabbed the microphone
and offered an extemporaneous and eloquent affirmation. "I want to be exactly like
them," he concluded.
G.J. and Heather live much of their lives
in the rarified, jet-setting world of board-

By instilling the values that G.J. and
Heather live on a daily basis, we know
that our students' lives will change.'
1

- MICHAEL O'FALLON,
director, Hart School ofHospitality, Sport and Recreation Management
rooms and plush offices, yet both are always
described as down-to-earth, extremely kind
and humble.
That was Michael O'Fallon's first impression. The director of the Hare School of Hospitality, Sport, and Recreation Management
found G.]. to be surprisingly personable.
"He didn't want to be Mr. Hart," O'Fallon
says. "He wanted to be G .]."
O'Fallon was intrigued by the man who
peppered him with questions about JMU's
school. He wanted to know all about it,
O'Fallon remembers, especially the hospitality curriculum since that's the business he's in.
And it was G.]. who first suggested the
collaboration between JMU students and
his corporate world. Following a classroom
talk, an event that had brought the former
student back to campus for the first time in
years, G.J. cold O'Fallon, "We've got to bring
your students [out here]," referring to the
annual CPK Operators Conference, which
includes the Inspired Acts Day of Service.
G.J. was as good as his word. Since chat
early conversation, dozens of students have

traveled to participate as the Harts put their
corporate leadership philosophy and giving
spirit into action. The result is a priceless
brand of hands-on education.
"He knew the experiential learning experience that students would get is something l
can't mimic in the classroom," O'Fallon says.
And so began a rich and invaluable opportunity for JMU students to learn about the
professions they were entering- an experience G .J. promised would change their lives.
O'Fallon would come to learn that G.J.'s
and Heather's successes came from pluck not luck.
G.]. learned the values of hard work and
education from his parents. His father, an
immigrant from The Netherlands who
came to the United States seeking freedom,
was fluent in five languages. The Hans
moved to the U.S. when G.]. was young,
eventually settling in Harrisonburg, where
the elder Mr. Hart served his new community as a dedicated and respected police officer. One can surmise that the father's service,
dedication co community and commitment

Heather Hart is the ~riving force be~ind CPK's transformative Inspired Acts. During last year's Inspired Acts Day, more than 800 CPK
employees, along with the Hart family and a contingent of JMU students and faculty, worked at California's Camp Pendleton.
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family influenced the son.
ble. They're extremely caring, and they're
For G.]., education was important. While
giving, not only in their professional lives but
attending JMU, he worked for Shenandoah
also in their personal lives."
Valley Poultry Company. After seven years, he
It's a philosophy O'Fallon has seen in action.
was general manager of the company, honing
When G.J. left rhe C-suite of Texas Roadaralenr for management along rhe way.
house to lead CPK, he brought many ideas for
Working and going ro school, however, was
positive change. Attending an early corporate
not easy, G.]. remembers. There were many
meeting with G.]., O'Fallon remembers chat
hopeless days, bur his mother continuously
his big ideas, not surprisingly, were met with
inspired him. G.]. cold the audience gathered
some skepticism. After all, change can be
for rhe naming of rhe Hart School about her: threatening. Bur when O'Fallon returned three
years lacer to a similar event, G.]. and Heather
She was originally from Indonesia and survived aJapanese prisoner-of-war camp.
both got standing ovations.
To O'Fallon, G.]. has become more than a
"Through all those dark days," he said, "ir
benefactor; he is a close and trusted mentor. In
was her perseverance char I always put back
mmymind."
fact, it was none ocher than G.J. who encouraged him to apply for the director's position.
Heather grew up on the opposite coast, a
"Unquestionably, G.J. is a mentor of
California girl who shares G.J.'s determinamine. I feel extremely confident to pick up
tion to give-a personal mission that is woven
the phone, asking him any question."
inextricably into the family's fabric.
That kind of commitment reflects G.J.'s
"My mom has an acute awareness of someone in need," says Ashley Hart, the younger of and Heather's determination to make a difference. They are not the kind of benefactors
two Ashleys in the Hart's blended family. That
who send money and leave. They stay to make
awareness is almost always followed by action.
sure chat positive change happens, as they do
~ut as Ashley says - quoting her father year
in and year out, through Inspired Acts
What you give, you get back hundredfold."
and
involvement
in multiple organizations,
The opportunities to give back that the Hart
Metro Police Foundaincluding
the
Louisville
family's success has afforded them is a phi losotion,
which
they
founded
- a nod, no doubt,
ph~ they share generously- and eagerly.
to

Those two individuals as a couple "
O'Fallon says, "are t he most rnsp1rat1ona
. . . ,1
h
t atl've ever seen. T hey are extremely hum-

to G .J.'s father's life of service.
The Harts' commitment to giving back
is an affirmation ofJMU's own mission to
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foster a brand of education where engaged,
experiential learning aligns with students
committed to community and to ethical,
civic leadership.
"By instilling the values that G.J. and
Heather live on a daily basis, we know chat
our students' lives will change," O'Fallon
says. "What is neat about instilling this into
a classroom [is] it will- every four yearseffectively impact 900 students," who will
then cake the powerful ethic of giving out
into the world.
"My success," G.J. says, "is a direct result
of being given the opportunity, and taking
that.'' Now he and Heather are returning the
favor, and JMU is the fortunate recipient.
But for the Harts, re-engaging with G.J.'s
alma mater also gives back to them - completing that giving circle of life. And, ever
grateful for the opportunity to make a difference hersel£ Heather said during the naming ceremony, 'Thank you for allowing us to
be part of]ames Madison University."
Someday, when the Hart School is mentioned alongside the Wharton School or
the Kellogg School, it will stand apart, not
only for its excellence of instruction but for
its brand of education, reflecting G.J. and
Heather Hart's belief that an education
that produces engaged graduates who give
back and change society is the best educa~
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The promise of peace
Joining students from around the globe in Hiroshima for 70th anniversary of bombing
BY ANDY PERRINE (' 86)

As our cab makes its way through a recordsetting heat wave gripping Japan, the driver
asks, "Do you like the bizz-bizz-bizz?" My
daughter Alice and I look at each other
wondering what he means. Looking at
us in the rearview, he can see we don't
understand, and adds, "Chickadas! You
know, chickadas!" Still, we are bewildered.
He then holds up his finger and thumb
about three inches apart and says, "Bizzbizz-bizz ! Chickadas!" Suddenly, with
delighted recognition, we respond, "Oh!
Cicadas!" "Yes, yes, yes," he replies. I say,
"We have cicadas in America, but they are
not as loud as the ones you have here in
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Japan." He says, "I like chickadas because
they remind me of summer."
We had arrived in Hiroshima traveling from Tokyo and Osaka on bullet
trains through a hot haze obscuring the
landscape. During the last leg of our
journey, I read in the Japan Times that
at least 60 Japanese were dead because of
this heat wave.
Despite such oppressive weather, and
with the cicadas buzzing loudly, the citizens of Hiroshima are preparing for the
70th anniversary of when the first atomic
bomb burst 2,000 feet above the heads of
their parents and grandparents. Held on

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

Doves fly over the cenotaph dedicated to
the victims of the atomic bombing at the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park.

Aug. 6 every year since 1947, the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony draws
tens of thousands from around the globe to
hear speeches and the ringing of the Peace
Bell at 8: 15 a.m., exacrly when the bomb
exploded in mid-air on Aug. 6, 1945.
I am in attendance because students
from universities on nearly every continent
- including ones from Madison - travel
to Hiroshima for a conference held by che
International Network of Universities, of
which JMU is a founding member and

52
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current president. The INU Global Citizenship and Peace Conference, now in its
!0th year, begins annually with students
attending the Aug. 6 Peace Memorial Ceremony at Ground Zero in Hiroshima. I'd
been told that beginning the conference
at this solemn event creates a powerful
impact on the students' experience. What
I didn't anticipate is how surprising the
experience would be for me, coo.
"Hiroshima is the international symbol of the horror of war and the triumph
of post-war reconstruction," says John
Scherpereel, JMU political science professor and one of the conference organizers.
"We want our students to think about the
conditions of peace and to think about the
opposite of peace. There is no better place
in the world to grapple with such important issues than Hiroshima."
This year the outdoor ceremony is on
a Thursday. Recorded public address
announcements alternating between Japanese and English remind everyone at the
Peace Memorial Park to keep hydrated.
Attendees searching for seats turn their
faces up toward mist machines as they
seek relief from the torrid heat. Using
complementary cardboard fans emblazoned with bullet train advertisements,

Wewantour
students to
think about the
conditions of
peace and to
think about the
opposite of peace.'
1

-

JOHN SCHERPEREEL,
political science professor

they rapidly fan themselves. It is only 7:30
in the morning.
As the ceremony begins and the crowd
settles in, the throbbing buzz of cicadas
grows from background noise to become
almost a distraction. Among several speakers, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
delivers remarks and sits back down beside
Caroline Kennedy, American ambassador
to Japan. The crowd suddenly quiets and
grows somber as two children prepare to
ring the large Peace Bell. All heads bow at
the first low sonorous toll.
Our sun is 92 million miles from Earth.
Yet on chis sweltering August day, it is hot

enough to literally burn our skin. And
with the large bell reverberating loudly
over and over, standing at Ground Zero
exactly 70 years to the moment after the
bomb utterly changed our world, it is
shockingly vivid to imagine the horror of
another searing sun bursting unexpectedly
overhead, vaporizing us all.
"It was really emotional," says Rodrigo
Souza, a native Brazilian studying at
Malmo University in Sweden who had traveled to Hiroshima on a Portuguese passport. "How could we do that to each other?
The amount of destruction ?" Souza trails
off searching fo r composure. "But at the
same time," he says, recovering, "I saw the
positive in how much we have improved.
Being in Hiroshima and seeing in the
museum all the detailed horrors of that war
- as much as I was sad for what happened,
I was happy inside to know how much we
improved." Souza reflects and sm iles, "And
people from all over the world were there."
His hopeful perspective is not unusual for
the students attending the conference. In
fact, even whi le refl ecting on the horrifying
effects of the atomic bomb explosion, most
of the students express optimism. Maybe it
is the gracefulness with which the Japanese
moved from devastation to working coward

· .
·
dp
c ference draws participants from universities around the
The International Network of Universities Global C1t1zensh1p an
eace on
world. Among the 80 conference attendees in August were four JMU students.
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reconciliation that inspired them.
Hajime Nishitani, vice president of
Hiroshima University, an INU member
and a founder of the conference, says, "We
could have started the conference with
studying topics and then going to the ceremony. But at Hiroshima and at the INU,
we believe we should begin with the feelings and sentiments and real emotions.
And then, of course, as students and scholars, we move to the academic side. But we
shouldn't forget what happened here. It's
not an abstract thing."
Among the 80 conference attendees are
four JMU students. At the opening reception held the evening before the ceremony
at Ground Zero, students and faculty from
INU universities around the world met for
the first time in a big room at Hiroshima
University. They discovered by particular
markings on their name badges which
country groups they were assigned to for
a simulation of international negotiations
during the conference. The reception
began somewhat stiffly, with participants
finding their fellow group members and
struggling to identify a common Ian-

Mutual
understanding is
critical to working
toward peace.'
1

-

HAJIME NISHITANI,

vice p resident, H iroshima University
guage. But the spirit among the srudents
was strong. And after srumbling over
name pronunciations and botched handshakes, exuberance in the room grew to
almost giddy levels.
With deliberate irony, JMU senior
Megan Hinton says, "In talking with my
peers from across the world, I come to find
out that not everyone thinks the way I
do." Becoming serious, she adds. "It was
interesting to see how perspectives varied
across cultures, and I value that."
Jubril Abdullahi, one of Hinton's peers
studying at European University Viadrina
in Germany, agrees. The native German
citizen of African descent, who speaks
fluent English, says, "The heart of the

program is bringing people from all over
the world w ith different points of views
together to have them discuss their ideas
and actually to become friends, of course,
for many years to come, hopefully."
"That's the notion behind the whole
conference," says Scherpereel in assent.
"The thinking behind the conference
stems from the recognition that international peace is built through concrete partnerships and concrete friendships." Nishitani adds, "We thought deeply about the
construction of the seminars as a way to
forge a bond between students. They have
to collaborate together. They have to study
together and eat dinner together. We've
seen in many cases that these relationships
last many years. Such mutual understanding is critical to working toward peace."
And while experiencing how other cultures around the world see things quite
differently can enlighten, realizing that
we also share human similarities with
people who speak, look and live nothing
like we do also can edify. Like our cabbie,
the sound of cicadas rem inds me of summertime, too .

. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .... . . . . . ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .

'A gift for you'
Even though the annual Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony draws citizens from around the globe, the crowd
is overwhelmingly Japanese. Quite
a few times, participants gave me
a second look, perhaps wondering
about my nationality. Toward the
end of the ceremony, a fancifully
dressed Japanese woman passing
by stopped and asked me if I was
American. I nodded and said that
I was. She smiled and dug into her
large bag, saying, "A gift for you."
She produced handfuls of origami
paper cranes, the symbol of peace in Hiroshima, and
dumped them into my hands. She then embraced me in
a tender hug and said quietly, "Thank you for coming,
American." After carefully stuffing the cranes into my
bag, all I could do was ask her, wordlessly, gesturing with
my camera, if I could take her picture.
$
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Managing renewal
College of Business profe~sors teach management skills to help organizations
involved 1n rebu1ld1ng post-conflict societies BY JAN GILLrs co 7 J
What do you need to build a
profitable, thriving business?
Experts often point to management skills- the ability to lead
and work with others, solve problems, organi ze and scrategize
effectively. Yet a group of JMU
professors have looked beyond
the traditional boundaries of
business to find applications for
these managerial tools in ways
both unexpected and remarkable.
For a decade, College of Business faculty members have collaborated with colleagues in
CISR, the Center for Imernational Stabilization and Recovery, to train senior-level managers in organizations that deal
with landmines and explosive
remnants of war. These organizanons are a crucial element in
the recovery and rebuilding of
post-conflict societies.

in national clearance programs
in ERW [explosive remnants of
war] and mine-affected countries."

(L-R): COB faculty members Matt Rutherford, Fernando Pargas
and Paula Daly at the SMC in Vietnam.

In 2013, on average nine
people a day worldwide became
victims oflandmines and explosive remnants of war. The vast
majority were civilians and
almost half of that number were
children. Beyond the need to
care for the people affected by
landmine injuries, countries
often suffer the ill effects of
conflict for years, even decades,
f
a ter peace treaties are signed.
Successful redevelopment on
J
a nationa level requires people
in key positions who know how
to set goals, build an effective
organization, manage a workforce, provide leadership and
allocate resources wisely.
"They need what we teach in

Known as the COB International
Training G
h ·
d
.
.
roup, t e1r mo us operand,
is straightforward. "What we emphasize
is the transferability of what we're teachmg"
p I
' says au a Daly, professor and head
of management at JMU. The ITG is made
up of management faculty members: Daly,
Roben E]'
F ·
iason, anss Mousa, Fernando
Pargas, Matthew Rutherford and Marion
White. As ITG coordinator, Daly has
planned a nd fac1·1·irate d the management
training fo r mu It1p
. Ie Sen1or
. Managers

Courses, which have helped key manage- classeveryday-howtodevelopastrategic
rial personnel from more than 40 countries plan, exhibit good leadership and practice
develop and enhance the expertise needed team skills," Daly says, The 2015 SMC in
to improve organizational performance. Southeast Asia included participants from
"We're from the business world, but the Cambodia, Laos, Sri Lanka, Thailand and
skills and the knowledge we convey can be Vietnam. "There is a wealth of information
used to make any organization more effec- and practical experience to be shared," says
rive and efficient," she says.
Daly. By demonstrating the commonality
CISR Associate Director Suzanne Fie- that exists among people despite differences
derlein says, "The course continues to in culture, gender, language and religion,
evolve and remains the leading manage- the training furthers the acceptance of, and
c t h ose work"mg
tolerance for, other ways of life, and fosters
ment training experience ror
friendships among diverse participants. It's
a model of civil discourse.
While conflict continues to exact a
weighty roll on individuals and societies,
the efforts of Daly and her COB colleagues,
as well as CISR and those they train, offer
hope. After all, any solution that allows
wounds to heal and human endeavor ro
management professor and ITG coordinator
flourish bodes well for the future.
Q

''lye get people from different countries and
different organizations talking together,
s~aring their knowledge, sharing ideas,
disagreeing, sharing their expertise.'
- PA ULA DALY ,
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T
(Aerial): A sea of purple in Bridgeforth Stadium for the sold-out
football game. (Above, inset, from top): students sport JMU fight
song T-shirts; alums tailgate on Godwin field. (Opposite, clockwise from top): alumni dance to their favorite tunes; D.J. Godinez
('11) sings the national anthem; an a cappella group performs at
HomecomSing; a foursome at the annual Golf Tournament.
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he wrap-up video from Homecoming 2015 was citied "A
Homecoming for the Ages." Ir was the truth! The energy,
excitement and all-over Purple Pride chat comes with every
Homecoming was taken co all-new levels with the broad~t
ofESPN's College GameDay from the Quad on Oct. 2 ·
Alumni responded by heading co Harrisonburg for the weekend.
Student events started mid-week with the revamped Purple Out
T-shir_t
in Bridgeforth Stadium. The Scu~ent G~veri::e;~
Assoc1at1on, m partnership with Student Alumni Associano
JMU Athletics, held a pep rally featuring the Marching Royal Dukes,
cheer and dance teams, and football players, and gave out more than
5,000_ shirts. On Thursday students got their cars decor~ced a~:J .
My Ride and attended the Homecoming-themed Late ight ~ full
fast. The buzz on campus for ESP 's C ollege GameDay was 10
force by Thursday evening as thousands of srudencs welcomed che
famous orange bus to the Quad.

EY ('14),
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MIKE MIRIELLO ( ' 09 M), A B IG A IL MOORE (' 16), LANE MAL0~ ,g 6M)
92
MAR Y K ATE APPE L (' 17 ) AND PAULA POLGLASE (
'
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Friday saw a Purple Out across the nation and definitely on Office was able to help large reunion groups, like the College of
campus where students who were wearing their fight song T-shirts Business, Black Alumni Chapter, and Alpha Chi Omega, and
were rewarded with Homecoming swag on the Commons. smaller groups, like former D-Hall employees, plan events catered
A_lthough most alumni headed straight for campus, over 80 golfers just to them.
hit the links for the Homecoming Golf Tournament. The tourCollege GameDay brought students, JMU employees, alumni,
nament sold out for the second year in a row, and it was a beauti- community members and visitors to the Quad on Saturday
ful day to be out on the links reconnecting with friends. D-Hall morning. The energy on campus was at an all-time high as we
hosted an "alumni favorites" lunch and a more formal dinner ro showed the ESPN viewers what we already knew - JMU is a
showcase construction plans for the new D-Hall. Alumni and special place! After the show ended, the crowds made their way
students packed Wilson Hall for the debut of HomecomSing, an a to tailgates all over campus 'ii.nd stopped by Spirit Alley to pick up
cappella concert. Alumni of the a cappella groups were encouraged some Homecoming swag. The Office of Alumni Relations hosted
to Jump up on stage and join their group for a song. The Duke Club more than 600 alumni on Godwin Field for a barbecue feast at
hosted over 350 people on the football field - a great experience on Homecoming Headquarters. The football game versus Richmond
the eve of the big game.
brought out a sea of purple fans to cheer on the Dukes. Although
Over 20 reunion groups gathered all over Harrisonburg and on the game did not turn out in our favor, no one could say that this
$
campus during the weekend to reunite and reconnect. The Alumni was not a Homecoming for the ages!
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Alumni As oc· tio

ews

JMU Alumni Association
strategic plan update
BY L ARRY CAUDLE JR . ( '8 2), president, ]MU Alumni Association

Y

our JMU Alumni Association's strategic plan guides
us in our daily operations and assists us in "keeping
the eye on the ball" with respect to all programming
and activities. The current mission of the association
is to engage alu mni and cultivate involvement and
investment in James Madison Un iversity . Every effort of the
association and the Office of Alumni Relations staff is, therefore, aimed at achieving this mission.
Every two or three years, we revisit our strategic plan to ensure
our mission, goals and strategies align with the current needs and
desires of our constituents - our alumni and the university. The
first of many steps in that effort is to gather information from
alumni covering a broad range of issues that reflect their views and
attitudes toward the university. W ell, the results of that effort are
in, and I would like to share with you precisely what you have said
and how your responses are guiding us.
We asked you to tell us how you want to be involved with
JMU. The top five responses were: (1 ) attend athletics events
(51 percent); (2) network with other alumni (43 .6 p ercen t);
(3) associate with affiliate alumni groups (35 .7 p ercent) ; (4 )
participate in career-related programs (27.9 p ercent) ; and (5)
mentor existing JMU students (2 7 .2 percent) . Although the
association's past programming has certainly accommodated
these areas of interest, we have stepped up our efforts to provide
further opportunities for our alumni to engage with JMU.

O n the athletic front, w e h ave forged a very close relationship
with JMU A thletics a nd th e Duke lub over the last year and
now w o rk w ith t h em to jointly sp o nsor tailgates at our away
football and basketb all gam es . Also , your Al umni Association
is the k ey sp o nsor of Mad izone and i responsible fo r bringing
you live mul timedi a coverage of JMU sporting events that you
are unable to at tend in p erson.
T h e associatio n h as also begun sponsoring regional networking events b o th directly a nd through its local alumni chapters
and h as stepped up efforts to host online networking events as
well. And sp eak in g of alumni ch apters, over the last year, the
associatio n h as either d eveloped new chapters or revitalized old
ones in Hamp to n Roads, Los Angeles, San Diego, Pim burgh
and N ashville. Of co u rse, the success o f these chapters lies prin·
cipally w ith d edicated local alumni who are willing to lead. To
ensure the future su ccess of all ch apters, we have developed an
online toolk it and training for ch apter leaders and have made
scholarships available to offset th e costs for leaders wishing to
travel to attend the Mad ison Alumni C onference, which is held
each June in Harriso n b u rg . The ever-popular MAC serves as
a valuable t rai ning prog ram for o ur volunteer leaders and an
event at which the successes of our volunteers and their chapters
are celebrated.
Career support and programming is a new area of focus for the
association, and this fall we h ave begun offering webinars in vari·

.................................................................................... ...... .....
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ous career-development areas and topics. We hope
that all alumni will consider attending these, and
we welcome feedback on both the quality of the
programming and suggestions on future topics.
Finally, to provide more opportunity for our
alumni to connect with JMU students, we conducted a pilot program on Nov. 23, Dinner with
12 Strangers. Under this program, alumni volunteer to host a dinner for current students either in
their home or at a nearby restaurant. Once alumni
volunteers are identified, we collect their biographical information and publish it to students who are
encouraged to choose hosts based upon interests,
hobbies, career path, etc. Our pilot included dinners held on the same evening in several cities, and

each included one or two alumni hosts along with
12 students. The plan is to expand Dinner with 12
Strangers by reaching out to you, our alumni base,
to host dinners in spring 2016.
I encourage each of you to go online and
explore the many opportunities to either re-engage
or increase your level of engagement with the university. Your support of, and active involvement
with, JMU represents an opportunity to relive
your Madison Experience and ensure our current
and future students will have theirs.
Q
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Within the Walled City
BY VIRGINIA FICKER
EVANS ('08)
EASTLY PRESS, 201 5
ISB N-10: 069243 513

Involved alumni continue to make a difference.
This year 23 alumni chapters participated in the
Big Event, a day of service that allows students
and alumni to give back to the communities in
which t hey live.

City shares the
story of a daughter
who comes across
her mother's handwritten journal and
begins a journey of discovery
into secrets from the past.

ays alumni would like to

be involved with JMU:

Jellyfish Blues
BY WILLIAM BURNETTE ('85)
OUTSKIRTS PRESS, 2015
ISBN-10: 14 78756594

events

Career-related
p rograms

Constituent/affiliate
alumni groups

Networking with
other a lumni

Attend othlethics

Novelist William Burnette ('85)
describes Jellyfish Blues as
an adventure and
science hction stoJELLYFISH BLUES
ry. The discovery
of a mysterious
box launches the
reluctant hero into
an inescapable
adventure with
plenty of action
and danger.
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Hal Howland's ('73) Landini
Cadence gives readers a
chance to enjoy the
dark side of paradise in this hilarious
and heartwarming
novella as they
follow cranky Key
West detective
Rich Castillo's
investigation into
nine murders that
are all connected.
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Alumni News

News on networking

T

BY PAULA PO LG LASE ('92,'96M), assistant director, ]MU Office of Alumni Relations

he JMU Alumni Association is listening to you. In the
spring we surveyed alumni, and three of the top five ways
you want to be engaged with JMU revolve around networking, career-related programming and mentoring students. Your feedback led to a strategic plan initiative that directed
the Office of Alumni Relations to create a new program area led
by Amanda Leech ('09), assistant director for Career and Network
Programming, to address the desire and need for career-focused
events for alumni. "JMU alumni have a shared experience, and we
hope they are able to build their professional networks through our
programs," said Ashley Privott ('l 5M), executive director of the
JMU Alumni Association.
"We've been very inten'JMU alumni have a
tional in creating this proshared experience,
gram, " said Leech. "We
and we hope they
are listening to our alumni,
gathering ideas from peer
are able to build
institutions and worktheir professional
ing with our own campus
networks through
resources to create career
our programs.'
and networking programs."
This new program area
- ASHLEY PRIVOTT ('15M)

within Alumni Relations will give alumni a better network and
more resources in their professional lives,
Alumni Career and Network Programming will offer a monthly
webinar series, a variety of in-person and on line networking events,
and job, internship and career resources. Career resources are offered in
partnership with JMU's Career and Academic Planning office. There
will also be enhanced support for academic units at the university that
host their alumni back on campus. This fall two onlinc networking
programs were offered, the webinar eri kicked off and a pilot program of Dinner with 12 Su-angers was launched (see sidebar).
Leech is most excited about the early ucces of the webinar
series. Over 150 alumni signed up for the fir t webinar, "Career,
Purpose, Living," taught by Kyle Laver ('O J ,'05M). T he webinar
series is available for alumni to listen to and participate in, but also
to contribute their professional knowledge. Leech i actively seeking out alumni to teach the monthly hour-long sessions and has
currently secured alumni presenter through ummer 20 16. All of
the webinars will be recorded, and an archive will live on the JMU
Alumni Association's website.
Alumni are encouraged to jo in the JMU Alumni Association
Linked.In group. Over 15,000 alum ni have already joined. A two-part
webinar on Jan. 13 and Feb. 10, "Modern Job Hunting & Career

Join us for monthly
webinars. Upcoming
topics include:
• successfully
navigating Linkedln
• cyberlaw
business
development
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Advancement in a Networked Age: Advice from a
Linkedln Insider," will focus on successfully navigating Linkedln. The webinar will be led by Zack
Detwiler ('08), an alum who works for the company. "The JMU connection can go a long way [in
the work force]," said Leech. "Linkedln is a great
way co maintain and sustain the JMU connection."
During Homecoming Week, alumni were
offered two opportunities for online networking, including an opportunity to connect with
students. Future programs will also give alumni
opportunities to volunteer, such as mentoring
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current students. "O ne of our goals is to provide
volunteer opportunities for our alumni with a
Q
career focus," added Leech.

/;i\

\c:J

LEARN MORE at alumni.jmu.edu/
careerandnetworking.

(Below, clockwise from left): Amanda Leech
('09), assistant director for career and network
programming, discusses how the Alumni Relations pilot program Dinner with 12 Strangers is
a good networking opportunity; Ryan Windels
('16) (seated, far right on the deck) talks with a
group at the event; J.R. Snow ('99, '08M) (head
of table) hosted the first dinner in September.

Dinner with
12 Strangers
Well, not r eally strangers ever yon e at the table has
JMU in common. The Office of
Alumni Relations is debuting a
new program to bring current
students and alumni together.
The concept is simple: sit down
with 12 strangers, walk away
with 12 friends. The dinners are
hosted by alumni, either at their
house or a restaurant within
their community and attended
by students f rom that reg ion.
Six dinners were held on Nov.
23 in Maryland, Northern Virginia and Richmond, Virginia.
Senior Ryan Windels raved
about the dinner he attended.
"It was so g r eat gett ing to
engage with alumn i outside
an academic setting," he said.
"I made some great connections. This more intimate setting allowed for the alumni to
provide me with great advice as
well as contacts to their friends
who work in my desired field."
J.R. Snow ('99, 'OSM) teamed
up with alumni friends to host a
dinner. "Engaging with students
in a relaxed environment allowed
for natural and personal conversation," sa id Snow. "Hosting a
dinner allowed us to exchange
our stories without the pressures
of jobs, work or school forced
into the co nve r sation . This
unique opportunity to host JMU
students is one I highly recommend to all alumni."
Interested in learning more
about Dinner with 12 Strangers?
Go to alumni.jmu.edu/D12 or
email Amanda Leech at leechad@
jmu.edu.
"I would recommend this to
any student w ho is looking to
gain advice about careers and
learning about why our alumni
love Madison so much. I hope to
one day host one of these dinnersl" said Windels.
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Alumni News---Madison Events
MARCH 18

.

LEAVING A LEGACY

JMU Alumni Awards
alumni.jmu.edu/awards
MARCH 18 -

20

Madison Project
20 Year Reunion
www.jmu.edu/alumni/events/reunions
APRIL1-3

WXJM 25th Anniversary
Reunion
www.jmu.edu/alumni/events/reunions
APRIL 22

Senior Candle Lighting
alumni.jmu.edu
APRIL 22 -

24

Bluestone Reunions 2016
www.jmu.edu/alumni/events/reunions

alumni/jmu.edu/events
jmu.edu/JMUArts
JMUSports.com

• A lli s on Faga n, (L-R): Alanlevin

For more information on events,
please call the JMU alumni office toll free
1-(888) JMU-ALUM

Madison Alumni!
Make plans now to
be on campus for

Bluestone
Reunions 2016

Apr .II 22 - 24

For more information,
ca11(540)568-6234
www.Jmu.edu/alumnl/event
reunlons.shtml

Sciences Alumni Adv iso ry Bo a rd h as
announced the first two recipients of its Legacy Awards in recognition of o utsta nding
faculty achievement:
• Alan Levinovitz, assistan t pro fessor
of religion, is the author of Th e Gluten
Lie: and Other Myths about What You Eat
(Regan Arts, 2015) , and h as publish ed
peer-reviewed articles in the Journal of
the A merican Acad emy of Religion, Dao :
A journal of Comparative Philosophy, Philosophy and Literature and The j ournal of
Philosophy ofEducation, and essays in The
Chronicle ofHigher Education, The A tlantic,
Slate and Wired.

.

c

f vitz, Allison Faga

assistan t prores or o and Milton Matte
E n glish , is author of
the for t hcoming book From the Edge: C
canal o Border Literature and the Politics
Print and has published peer-reviewed arn
des in the journal ofModern Literature, Ca
Lege Literature, MEL US and theJournal oft,
Midwest Modern Language Association.
Milton M a teer (' 97) is t he incomin
president of the chool of Liberal Arcs anl
Social Sciences Alumni Advisory Board.
philosophy and rel igio n major at JMU, h
lives in Harrisonburg, where he is a sena
e n trepreneur c urren tly working for Iv:
Tools, www.ivytools.com.
C
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Join the Alumni Online Community, an exclusive benefit for JMU alumni. Sign up to gain
access to the alumni directory, make registering for events even easier, keep your
contact information current and share your news and ac;complishments with Class Notes.
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Alumni Spotlight

Madagascar from
a JMU perspective
Halfway around the world, my Madison
Experience is still making an impact

F

BY SEAN MICHAEL FRANCIS ('11)

Hanson Hall Dukes reunion. (L-R): Ruth Miller Corell, Donna
Yingling Bucher, Linda Grandle, Cory Nishaguchi Skeen and Joan
Clasbey. Seated: Betty Jo Boone English

r-J A Suite mates from Hanson

1 "t Hall (above), these members of the Class of 1974 had a
mini-reunion in October in H arrisonburg: "We met and reminisced, had lunch downtown, did
some painting at You Made It
and ended the day with a visit to
Kline's for an ice cream cone."

78

Montte Hall Chris-

tiansen says, "In 1981,
shortly after college graduation,

seven couples, all JMU graduates, began a tradition of vacationing in North Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. This year we
celebrated our 35th year." (See
photo on Page 61.)

80

be the most respected peer-review
publication in the legal profession.

84

Jay Mervine recently
attained the rank of

Captain on B737 aircraft for
American Airlines based in
Washington, D.C.

87

Barry I. Matherly is the
new president and CEO
of the Greater Richmond Partnership, a regional economic
development group that creates
opportunities for new jobs and
investment in the Richmond,

our years since graduation, JMU is still impacting my life.
My Madison Experience included participation in the
Undergraduate Research in Biology and Mathematics program. As part of my interdisciplinary research funded by
a National Science Foundation grant in conjunction with
Duke University, I studied sifaka lemurs - my first exposure to Madagascar. Thanks to JMU professors Roshna Wunderlich
and Anthony Tangen, I learned to become an efficient and motivated researcher. I also had the opportunity to study with professor
Stephen Leslie. During his class Geology and Ecology of the Bahamas, we examined fossilized patch reefs and extant ecosystems
to infer how San Salvador Island has changed over time. This class
was the catalyst for my interest in scuba diving, as we had to frequently snorkel through many parts of the island. Students from a
variety of majors - geology, education, psychology, business, even
dance - participated and each brought a unique perspective to the
lectures and the overall expedition.
The Bluestone mindset of pursuing your passion stayed with me,
and I have continued to seek opportunities in conservation and
marine biology.
My search led me to Blue Ventures, an ecotourism prog ra m,
which includes two months on the island of Madagascar. Volunteers spend the majority of their time living in Andavadoaka, an isolated village of the Vezo tribe, "the people who fish." The prog ram
immerses volunteers in the culture and language of the village. Free
time includes teaching English to villagers, collecting weather data,
updating identified species logs, cleaning and storing dive equipment. and treating slightly salty drinking water. I have JMU to thank
Continued on Page 60

Virginia, region.

89

Frank Payne is vice pres-

ident and partner at PD

Debbie Pruett ('82M)
retired from Rockbridge County Schools after 33
years as a school counselor. She

Brooks Traffic Control. The firm
provided all traffic control for
the UCI World Championsh ip
bike race held in Richmond, Vir-

served as director of school coun-

ginia, in September. "My parr-

seling for several years at Rockner, Sarah Brooks, attended JMU
bridge County High School. Paul
and my vice president of sales/
J. Weber, attorney at Hyatt &
operations, Chriz Pizzini, is also
Weber, P.A. in Annap- . . - - - - - - - , Class of 1989."
olis, Maryland, has

91

work in malpractice
and will be featured
in the 2016 edition

Joel Cochran
recently began
a new career with
Microsoft, serving

of The Best Lawyers
in America, the old-

gelist on the cam-

been honored for his

est and considered to

as a technical evanPaul J. Weber ('80)

Continued on Page 61
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The author near Ranohira, outside lsalo National Park. Blue Ven·
ture volunteers spend six days traveling through Madagascar
visiting cities before journeying to the village of Andavadoaka.
(Inset): Anemone fish looking out from its home. Volunteers
must pass identification tests to successfully survey the 150
marine species studied in and around fishing reserves.
WINTER
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FutureDukes
19905

C hris Grea m e ('92)

an d Michelle, a son , Sea mus
Wal ker G reame, 8 /22/15

*

'

har ly' 5/30/ 14

* Melissa

Scott Pechulis ('06) and
D aniel, a daughter, Charlotte
A nne, 9/23/ 15

* Lisa Tal-

l ey E i ck e! {'08, ' IOM ) and

Gwendoly n W addy Jon es
('95) and H erbert, a son ,

Bran don ('08), a son, Easton
arcer 7/7/1 5

C ollin Pierce, 08/ 01/ 15

20005

('09) and D ana, a son, Career
C h rysa linn LeDou x

Archie ('00) and U l ysses, a
A view of the sunset from the beach cabins of Andavadoaka.
(Inset): Vezo village elders called Nahoda commune with ancestral spirits and perform rituals and blessings during important
community events.

Mad aga sear Continued from Page 59
for helping me cultivate the discipline that allowed me to adapt to
the austerity of the program.
The Vezo diet primarily consists of fish and marine invertebrate.
Many sail their pirogues, small fishing boats, over five kilometers
from shore in search of food. It is a hard life. An increased global
demand for seafood has put pressure on the Vezo to remove more
sea life, depleting their resources faster than they can be replenished. Blue Ventures works to bring awareness to the dwindling
stock and proffer corrective action. Now, farming alternative income
sources, such as seaweed and sea cucumber, has helped to lighten
the pressure exerted on fish populations and provides a marketable,
more reliable source of international revenue. The Vezo are growing
more independent, handling the responsibility of running and maintaining the reserves.
While immersing myself in the culture of the Vezo, I collaborated
with other Blue Ventures volunteers. The program attract s a full
spectrum of people: medical doctors, scientists, gap-year students,
vacationers, and photographers, among others. The ages of the volunteers in my group ranged from 17 to 56; however, I heard that the
oldest volunteer was over 70. Most come from Europe, Asia and
Africa. It was the first time, as the only American in the group, I felt
like an outsider. Fortunately, JMU had taught me to approach new
environments with an open mind.
My travels came to fruition because JMU instilled in me a desire
to explore, learn and broaden my horizons. Researching sifaka
lemurs introduced me to the beautiful world of Madagascar and its
rich landscape. A hands-on class studying the Bahamas ingrained
a greater appreciation for the ocean and catalyzed my interest in conservation. Becoming more open and receptive to others
expanded my worldview and bestowed upon my life a sense of richness and depth. All of these life-changing events shaped me into
the man who can dive into the ocean at six in the morning near
an island half a world away from home. I may have been scared
of what could go wrong, but I
was excited to experience what
1
would go right. My years at JMU
made me a better person, and
for that I will be forever grateful, or as the Malagasy say
- SE AN MI CHA EL FRA NCIS (' 11) " Misaotra Bevata."

My years at
JMU made me
a better person.'
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son, Amos M i ca h Sal vatore,

7/3 /15

* Ted Goshorn

* Julie Vogel Smit

A rl en, 9/8/ 15

* Chinah

Helmandollar Jewell ('09)
and Brad, a d aughter, Mag-

* Emily

('0 4) and Brandon , a son ,

g i e Ma rie 8/8/ 15

Luke Robert, 5/4/ 15

H artm an Fanning ('09) and

*

Leigh

St isser ('0 5) and Bri an , a

D aniel (' 10), a son, Ka ilar

daugh ter, C harlo tte Ca rr

Zal e 7/ J0/ 15

...............................................
to Aaron Tenney, 7/11/15 *
Weddings
2000s

Ashley Gal v in

('0 8) to Gran t Rud er ('0 7),
9/4/15

Telmy r L ee (' 10) co Wil-

l iam M cCoy (' IO}, 9/26/15

* Allegr a Smith ('09) * Chel sea G l y nn (' 13) and

to Brandon Lap etin a ('0 8 ),

T y l er Copan ('13), 9/26/15

9/6/15

* Kel sey R akes ('14)

2010s

An n e Blessing (' 10)

co J.P.

K elley (' 13), 10/3/15

. .......................................... ' .. .

InMemoriam
ROB E RT P AUL GOLLER

('94), of Gloucester, Virginia, 5/2/15

ELI Z AB ETH ANN E D AVIES J OHNS ON

('34), of Falls Church,

Virginia, 8/10/15

...............................................

20Year
Reunion

Save the date:
March 18-19,
2016
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Wrestling alumni and their families gathered back on campus this fall. The Office of Alumni helped

paign technology and services
coordinate a campus tour, tailgate and football ticket block for the group: "We had a wonderful t ime
team. Based in the Microsoft
at JMU! We came right to the Alumni Center when we got there. It was so nice to have a 'welcome
package.' The kids were all so excited and felt like they were part of a special club. The tailgate and
Innovation and Policy Center
catering were great as well. We had so much fun and the food service was super convenient. I think
in Washington, D.C., he will be
for most of us, the highlight of the trip was the tour. Thank you for all that you did!"
working as a technical adviser to politiBecker's Hoscal campaigns, partpital Review
ners and vendors. H e
published an article
highlighting Michael
lives in Harrisonburg
with his wife Kim
Boblitz's career. H e
('92) and son Juswas an adjunct professor in the JMU H ealth
tin. Their daughter
Services Adm inistraHeather is currently
Joel Cochran ('91)
tion program for nine
serving in the United
States Army.
years and currently serves as the
vice president of planning and
business development at GwinKim Balsbaugh Ritter
nett H ealth System in Lawrencereceived a master's degree
ville, Georgia. Jonathan Paulo
in human resource management
sailed on two Semester at Sea voyfrom the University of Richmond
JMU Dukes celebrated their 35th annual trip to North Myrtle
ages, traveling to 26
in August 2015.
Beach. Front row: (seated) Jennifer Stone Reasor ('04), Brenda
countries, working as
Sparkman Devine ('78), Terry Reynolds Mathisen ('77) holding
Cora Reasor, Mike Mathisen ('78), Betsy Houseman Stone ('77)
Gwendothe assistant librarian

00

94

95

lyn Waddy

Jones received a

Master's of Human
Resources from the
University of Rich-

on the Fall 201 2 voyage and most recently
the Spring 2015 voyage. As of the Fall
2015 semester, Paulo is

holding Caroline Reasor, Montte Hall Christiansen ('78) holding
Peter Hall Christiansen. Back row: Brittney Powers ('15), Chris
Devine ('13), Ron Devine ('78), Randy Devine ('08), Laura St?ne
('07), Janine Ritter Browning ('83), Rick Demeter ('04), Mike
Browning ('79), Jillian Browning ('15), Danny Christiansen ('06),
Dan Fitzgerald ('11), Jeff Stone ('77), Bruce Christiansen ('77),
Jay Demeter ('76).

mond on Aug. 19, 2015. Michael Boblitz ('00) the O nline Learning

Published by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2016
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FACULTY EMERITI NOTES

vard University in Cambridge,

AND FORMER FACULTY NEWS

Massachusetts.

The JMU Faculty Emeriti Association is a multifac·
eted organization open to all faculty and administra·
tive personnel who have been granted emerita or
emeritus status by the JMU Board of Visitors. The
organization provides an opportunity for retired lac·
ulty to continue association with colleagues and to
maintain ties to the university community. More than
200 retired faculty and administrative professional
staff members are actively involved with the JMU
Faculty Emeriti Association through meetings, special
interest groups and cultural-themed trips. For more
information, please contact Faculty Emeriti President
Violet Allain at allainvl@jmu.edu or Sherry King,
director of Parent and Faculty Emeriti Relations at
kingsf@jmu.edu or by phone at (540) 568-8064.

01

Professor Emerita Patricia Bruce of Harrisonburg,
Virginia, died May 7, 2015. She joined JMU faculty in
1961 and taught physical education and health sci·
ences until retirement in 1989. Bruce influenced edu·
cation and sports policies by holding leadership roles
in professional organizations, such as Vice President
of the Southern Association of Physical Education for
College Women and President of the Virginia Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation.
She served as President and founding member of the
JMU Women's Caucus, a group focused on equity for
female faculty members at JMU. The Bruce/Crawford/
Morrison/ Rummel Scholarship was established in rec·
ognition of her efforts and leadership in this position.
Bruce committed her career to enhancing physical
education programs specifically for women. In 2006,
JMU established the Morrison-Bruce Center to honor
the legacies of both Bruce and Lonnie Morrison.
Professor Emeritus Z.S. "Dick" Dickerson Jr. of
Staunton, Virginia, died May 30, 2015. The World War II
veteran taught business education at JMU for 28 years.
Among many accomplishments, Dickerson received

Jeffrey Kowalsky, CFA,
is now the chief invest-

ment officer of H BC Bank
USA in New York.

02

teven Brooke received
hi Ph.D. in government

from the University of Texasat
Professor Emeritus of History Sidney Bland
represented James Madison University and
President Jonathan R. Alger at the inauguration of Dr. Elizabeth Davis as the 12th president
of Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina, on March 19. Bland, a 1959 alumnus of
Furman University, says, "A flood of memories
and a great sense of pride accompanied me as
I savored the music, organ, wind ensemble and
Furman Singers, from my alma mater."
a commendation from the JMU Board of Visitors in
1976. He was instrumental in the development of the
Center for Vocational Education and assisted with the
establishment of the computer science program. The
Dr. and Mrs. Z.S. Dickerson Endowed Scholarship was
established at JMU to provide scholarship(s) to students majoring in education.
Assistant Professor Emeritus Robert Morris Sr. of
Charlottesville, Virginia, died June 24, 2015. The Korean
War Veteran taught audiology at JMU until his retirement in 1994.

Professor Emerita Lonnie "Lee" Morrison of Harrisonburg, Virginia, died May 4, 2015. She joined JMU
faculty in 1954 and specialized in the history and principles of physical education until her retirement in 1989_
She also coached the women's basketball and field
hockey teams at JMU for 17 years. Among her many
accomplishments, Morrison was inducted in the JMU
Sports Hall of Fame in 1992 and the Virginia Sports
Hall of Fame in 2000. In addition, Morrison received
an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from JMU in
1990. Morrison served in many leadership roles including president of the Virginia Federation for Intercollegiate Sports for College Women, of the Association for
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women, and of th N t·
· t·
e a 1onal
A
ssoc1a
. 10n for Girls and Women in Sports. Her 1egacy
continues through the enrichment programs offered
through the JMU Morrison-Bruce Center.

Au tin in um mer 2015. Heis
currently a po tdoctoral research
fellow ar rhe Kennedy School of
overnment at Harvard Univer iry and in Fall 2016 will join
the U niversity of Louisville's
D epartment of Political Science
as an a isranr professor.

06

Brooke Ravanelli was
cha en by the Knowles

cience Teaching Foundation as a
member ofir 2015 cohorr. KSTF
seeks co improve TEM education by buUding a srable, sustainable cad re of networked teachers who are trained and supported

as leaders from the beginning of
their careers.
Former licigacor and public defender

Lawton

Tufts joined
U niversity of
Virginia Law
as the direc-

Brooke Ravanelli

tor of public

('06)

service and alumni advising.

07

Kate Gedneywor~s
with ocher alumni

and current JMU students at
the Double H Ranch in Lake
Luzerne,

ew York. Dou-

ble H Ranch provides spe-

Active in the development of the MorrisonBruce Center for the Promotion of Physical
Activity for Girls and Women, Lonnie "Lee"
Morrison (left) and Patricia Bruce helped
shape the center's mission and goals.

Associate
Vice President Emerita for Aca dem1c
.
.
Affairs and Professor Emerita of Ps h I
R b
.
ye o ogy Fay
eu ush of Harrisonburg, Virginia, died April 2, 2015.
CONNECT
All former professo
an "Emeriti Note" ;: ~r~~ncourage~ to submit
a 1sonmag@1mu.edu.

cialized programs and yearround support for children
and their families dealing with
life-threatening illnesses. Gedney says these members of the
JMU family are "cruly being
the change."
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BRUCE CEN
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(Top): 39 Dukes, including
mother and father of the
bride, celebrated the marriage of Christine Hillgrove
('10) and Richard Arena
('12) in Richmond, Virginia,
on Sept. 5, 2015. (Above):
Our traveling mascot, Road
Dawg, is always a welcomed
wedding crasher. (Left):
Alumni celebrated the marriage of Chelsea Glynn ('13)
and Tyler Copan ('13) at
Veritas Vineyard & Winery
in Afton, Virginia, on Sept.
26, 2015. (Bottom): Count·
ing friends, family and
bridal party, 25 JMU alum
(including wedding photographer Carly Arnwine) were
at the Allegra Smith ('09)
and Brandon Lapetina ('08)
nuptials in Williamsburg,
Virginia, on Sept. 6, 2015.
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Dukes learn leadership
through menlorship
BY KATIE MCCOMBIE ('16)
Middle school and high school years can be the most challenging time in
teenagers' lives. Figuring out college and career options while maintaining
grades is no easy feat. particularly if you don't have a resource to turn to
for help. The Valley Scholars Mentor Program was created to provide that
help during this crucial time in adolescent development.
The program trains JMU students to serve as mentors to first-generation
students who are working to get into college. Twenty-eight JMU students
from a variety of majors signed up for the initial Valley Scholars Mentor
Program, and they are mentoring students from seven school districts in
the Shenandoah Valley.
Mentors engage these local students in educational enrichment activities
d_esigned to increase awareness and access to higher education and to provide scholarship support. The hope is that this support and guidance will help
inspire and motivate the mentees to become a group of academic leaders.
Valley Scholars Program Director Shaun Mooney said the mentoring
program is designed to give academic support to these aspiring college
undergraduates on a weekly basis. "This gives them a solid foundation in
eighth and ninth grade to establish the goals they need to get into college,"
Mooney said. "This keeps the students on track and engaged with the program, and keeps the idea of college at the forefront of their minds."
Kristi Doubet. the course facilitator and associate professor in the College
of Education, said the program will be as beneficial to the JMU mentors as
it is to their mentees. ''.JMU students will learn to problem solve, debrief and
equip themselves for the future." Her
hope is that the course will be applicable for future educators, allowing them
to learn how public sc_hool systems
work. She also wanted to "operationalize the idea of student leadership,"
so that these current Dukes can be
leaders in their respective fields.
The idea for a mentorship class
came to fruition after graduate students in the Master of Arts in Teach-FRANCIS MARAZZO ('17) ing degree program completed a
Valley Scholars program mentor similar capstone course last spring.

'My favorite part
about working with
the kids is when
something finally
clicks after they
clearly did not understand a concept.'

JMU student mentors assist Valley Scholars with their presentation ideas
during a recent "Shark Tank" session in the Bridgeforth Club room.
Doubet and Mooney both realized that the Valley Scholars participants
would benefit from year-round mentorship. "They have these people in their
lives who are in the position now where they hope and expect to be in the
future," Doubet said. "It's current Dukes mentoring future Dukes."
One of those current Dukes, Francis Marazzo, a junior psychology major,
said the experience so far has been both humbling and rewarding. "My
favorite part about working with the kids is when something finally clicks
after they clearly did not understand a concept." he said. "That moment
where it all makes sense and you can see that relief on their face, that is
a really cool feeling."
Another mentor, Elizabeth Hankins. a junior public policy and administration major, said the program has given her clarity on what is important for
her future. "It's helped me realize that if I don't feel like I'm doing good and
directly helping people, I'm not going to like my job very much," she said.
Hankins thinks what she leaves behind in this experience is just as important as what she takes away. "I want them to trust that we're on their side
and that we truly want to help."
The feeling of pride and excitement for the new program is mutual.
Marazzo said, "I believe these kids teach me just as much as I teach them."

Lifelong Learning Institute
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Spring courses available Feb. 1 to May 20: The member-driven institute
promotes lifelong learning by providing affordable, not-for-credit intellectual,
cultural and social experiences to enrich the lives of local adults. Courses
usually last five weeks and meet once a week for two hours. Instructors are
drawn from faculty from various institutions and community experts. Free
brown-bag lunches are held the first and third Tuesdays of the month and
are open to the public as a way to get to know LLI. There will also be several
local and regional trips and opportunities to attend events at the Forbes_
71
Center. To learn more, visit: www.jmu.edu/outreach/programs/all/lh
. or call (540) 568-2923.
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Edith J. Carrier Arboretum
Valentine's Day HorseDrawn Carriage Rides

Theatre
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
and Other Eric Carle Favorites
Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia
Sunday, Jan. 24 at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Mainstage Theatre

A puppet production by one of the most respected
creators of fami ly entertainment in the world.

Saturday evening, Feb. 13, 6 to 9 p.m.,
Sunday afternoon, Feb. 14, 1 to 4 p.m.

Romantic horse-drawn carriages leave from
the Frances Plecker Educational Center by
moonlight, advance reservations recommended. Walk-up rides may be available the
day of the event. Call to reserve.

Miniature Landscape Workshop
Wednesday, Feb. 17, noon to 1:30 p.m., in
the Plecker Center. Landscapes In Miniature

Dance

business owner Pam Shank, demonstrates
and guides participants through the process
of creating a miniature landscape decor piece
for patio, home or office. Registration opens
online 30 days in advance of workshop.

Moscow Festival Ballet
Monday and Tuesday, March 14-15 at 8 p.m.
Mainstage Theatre

An amazing company of 50 leading dancers from
across Russia performs one of the greatest classical ballets of all time: Tchaikovsky's Swan Lake.

Frances Litten Botanical Lecture
The Wild Party

Music

Book by Andrew Lippa.
Music and Lyrics by
Andrew Lippa. Based
on the poem by Joseph
Moncure March.

Forbes Fat Tuesday
A Mardi Gras Celebration
Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 8 p.m.
Concert Hall

Don a decorative mask and colorful beads in this
first-ever Forbes Fat Tuesday, which celebrates
the music of "The Big Easy" with contemporary
and traditional jazz selections performed by JMU's
Jazz Ensemble.

Tuesday through Friday,
Feb. 23-26 at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m.
and8 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 28 at 2 p.m.
Mainstage Theatre

Featuring one of t he most exciting, pulse-racing
scores ever writ ten. this Roaring Twenties, offBroadway musical inspired by a poem of the
same name tells the st ory of one wild evening
in the Manhattan apartment shared by lovers
Queenie and Burrs.

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Festival Conference and Student Center, Ballroom A. The 9th annual lecture offered free

to the public will once again give practical
tips and information about innovative uses
of common plants in landscape designs and
home gardening. No registration needed.
Book and arboretum products sales after the
lecture. Free parking in JMU Festival lots.

Birding Workshop
Wednesday, March 23, noon to 1 p.m. in
the Plecker Center. In partnership with the

Rockingham Bird Club, Diane Lepkowski lectures on songbirds to raptors. This workshop
partners with guided birding trail walks in
April or May.

Institute for Innovation in

Health and Human Services
Visual Arts
Maria Magdalena Compos-Pons
Cory Band
Sunday, Feb. 13 at 2 p.m.
Concert Hall

Hailing from South Wales, the world's top brass
band e_nsemble will play an eclectic and engaging
collection of repertoire in this energetic concert.

Metropolitan
Opera Rising
Stars
Thursday, Feb. 25
at8 p.m.
Concert Hall

This concert features
four singers from the
artistic home of the
greatest singers in the
world performing popular arias, duets and
ensembles by opera's
greatest composers.

Autism Parent Support Group

Encore Artist

Jan. 12, Feb. 16 and March 15, 6:30 to
8 p.m. The group meets Tuesday evenings in

Photography/Mixed Media
Feb. 29 through April 6
Duke Hall Gallery
With a diverse oeuvre ranging f rom painting to

Blue Ridge Hall, Room 326. There is no charge
and childcare is provided. Sponsored by JMU
Counseling and Psychological Services. Contact for information: strunkja@jmu.edu.

mixed-media inst allations t o performance, video
and photography, Maria Magdalena Campos-Pons
1s one of the most important artists to emerge
from post-revolutionary Cuba. Free admission.

Coming Forth by Day: Life
and Death in Ancient Egypt
Jan. 18 through Feb. 26
Lisanby Museum

The popular image of ancient Egypt
focuses on its funerary rituals and burial
practices, particularly as dramatized by
cinema and television. Free admission.
For more information on e;hibitions and for
detail
~d
descriptions of Forbes Center events, visit
www.Jmuforbescenter.com.

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

VA LLEY SCHOLARS & LLI PHOTOGRAPHS B
CHRI S HOWLEY; MET OPERA BY RO N BERAR~
L
-HO LY VE ENIS; SWAN LAKE COURTESY OF A LEXANDER
--· VERY HUNGRY CATERPILL AR BY MARG
DA EV © 2014; COREY BAN D BY
.
0 E. GESSER; WIL D PARTY ART BY RICH HILLI AR D.

Outreach and
Engagement Courses
Passport to Retirement
JMU Ice House
Tuesdays, April 12 through 26
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Saturdays, April 16 and 23
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

College for Kids
Jan. 16 through Feb. 20

Saturday Morning Physics
January and February (Dates TBD)

You Be The Chemist Challenge®
Saturday, Feb. 27

To learn more, visit www.jmu.edu/outreach
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Join the Alumni Online Community, an exclusive benefit for JMU alumni. Sign up to gain
access to the alumni directory, make registering for events even easier, keep your
contact information current and share your news and accomplishments with Class Notes.

It's easy to sign up. Go to .
I*~*::**:::•~••:::•:.:•"'*~':;:..;.~~;::;:~
000 1 008080---,

:a8
0 ~.0
!!1~0a0TaEET
HARRiso•suRo VA 22807 - 0000

• to learn more.

Jiif?oN

You'll need your alumni identification code to register. The code is the 10-digit number
~~
located above your name on the mailing label. Or, check your email inbox for an email f \ l l iNIVERSI1Y
Jnni
,
invitation from JMU to join the on line community that includes the code. You can
also email alumni@jmu.edu or call (540) 568-6234 for more information.

HAVE YOU TAKEN ALOOK?
MADISON SCHOLAR PROVIDES ANEW WINDOW INTO THE BROAD RANGE OF RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP AT JMU.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

EXTEND YOUR REACH
TOUCH MORE LIVES
See how, visit www.jmu.edu/give

So beautifully lived
Showkers continue to build a life of outreach and philanthropy

W

hen WDBJ reporter and JMU alumna Alison Parker ('12) was tragically killed, her
parents turned their heartbreak into some-

thing good -

a scholarship in their daughter's memory.

That's when alumni Joe ('79) and Debbie (' 78)

Showker stepped up with a matching gift to spur others to help grow the fund. Alumni responded with gifts
of their own. The Showkers, parents of daughters themselves, understood that their philanthropy could help create a fund that would become a permanent memorial to
the life that Alison so beautifully lived. The two ,retired
educators have changed countless lives through teaching
and community outreach and through consistent philanthropic support of both JMU athletics and academics.
Now, with their most recent act of philanthropy, they
have helped a bereaved family honor a beloved daughter.

llhe scholarship] can't
bring her back, but it can
shine a light on what she
stood for, for generations
of students to come."
- PRESIDENT JONATHAN R. ALGER

PHOTOGRAPH BY DIANE ELLIOTT ( ' 00)

As philanthropists, Debbie and former Dukes kicker "Joe the Toe" Showke r
give to numerous community causes as well as JMU athletics and academics.

Be the Change
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol39/iss1/1

for a brighter future! www.jmu.edu/BetheChange74
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