
By SINA KIPRY
The Breeze

A little girl’s road to recovery is 
no longer just a metaphor.

Reese Co�  n, , has a rare spinal 
cord cancer and an ependymoma, 
a tumor growing from the tissue in 
her central nervous system.

� e Harrisonburg Marriott Resi-
dence Inn and Tri-Delta sorority 
are sponsoring a K on Jan.  to 
help raise money for Reese and 
her family, who are in more than 
$, of debt because of medi-
cal bills.

All the funds from the race will 
go to Reese and her family to help 
pay for their expenses.

� irteen girls from the sorority 
formed a committee in the first 
week of November to plan a fund-
raiser for the Co�  n family.

Ingrid Lind, a senior media 
arts and design major and mem-
ber of the Tri-Delta sorority, was 
touched by the article she read 
about Reese’s family in the Oct. 
 issue of � e Breeze.

“� e family’s slogan is ‘Reese’s 
road to recovery,’ so we thought it 
would be � tting to do a K,” Lind 

said.
Tri-Delta has come up with dif-

ferent ways to get people involved 
and support the family.

Each night leading up to the K 
there will be proceeds nights in 
di� erent locations around Harri-
sonburg, according to Isabel Massa, 
a senior kinesiology-exercise sci-
ence major.

People who aren’t running the 
race can still help by purchas-
ing raffle tickets for gift baskets 
at the event, according to Massa.

see RUN, page A4

Given the current situation in Iran, what’s 
your opinion on the whole situation? An 
understanding of the so-called “current 
situation in Iran” must go beyond its 
contemporary state of global events that 
is orchestrated by a number of elites in 
government positions in each country. 
� e identities of these “students” must 
be exposed according to their sociopo-
litical associations with the Basij group 
that extrapolates its institutional author-
ity from the Revolutionary Guard. � us, 
these actions must be seen in light of the 
political relationship it has with the rest 
of the world. � is is not to say that the 
general Iranian public does not hold a 
level of suspicion towards British citizens 

and their government as a result of a long 
history of political meddling and in Irani-
an a� airs and British presence in oil-rich 
cities as Abadan, Khoramshar and Mah-
shar. But whether or not such popular 
suspicion would inevitably result in a 
physical manifestation as such is ques-
tionable and must be historicized in 
order to establish an analytical context 
from which we can discuss.

Do you have family over there? Aside 
from my parents and my sister, my 
entire family is in Iran. Most of them 
live in the southern parts of Iran near

See IRAN, page A4

By BETH WERTZ
The Breeze

Right around the time people are writing 
to Santa, JMU Dukes are writing a di� er-
ent kind of letter — to our troops overseas.

The Community Service Representa-
tives, an affiliate of JMU’s Community 
Activities Board, set up a table outside the 
Warren Hall mail room Monday and 
Tuesday to encourage students to write a 
valentine for a soldier overseas.

CSR’s mission is to do various service 
projects around JMU’s campus, such as a 
clothing drive for the Salvation Army in the 
residence halls.

� e letters are sent through a program 
based in Georgia called Hearts and Hugs 
for Soldiers, which has been actively sup-
porting the troops since . � is program 
sends valentines to soldiers every year, and 
they can be either handmade or purchased, 
as long as they don’t have glitter and the 
message on the valentine is positive. 

� e Hearts and Hugs for Soldiers rep-
resentatives read every letter sent to them 
before passing them on to soldiers to make 
sure the messages aren’t derogatory.

“I think that sometimes we get so caught 
up in our lives that we forget that some of 
the things we have are because of the peo-
ple who are � ghting for our freedom,” said 
Amy Serino, JMU residence life administra-
tor and Eagle Hall director. 

 The letters can go to any country in 
which America has troops overseas, 
including – but not limited to – war areas. 
The program decides which letters go 
where based on the number of soldiers in 
a given location.

“The point of the program is to make 
soldiers overseas feel like they aren’t 
forgotten,” said Cate Ambrosich, a CSR 
member and freshman nursing major.

Serino said she was impressed with the 
number of students who wrote letters, 
many of whom were motivated by per-
sonal reasons.

“My parents were both in the military, 
so I know the psychological e� ects of being 
overseas or being in combat, because I’ve 
heard it � rsthand from them,” said Niki-
ta Iszard, a sophomore studio art major. 

“Even something as small as a letter from 
someone you’ve never met can make a dif-
ference in a person’s heart.”

Bruce Wainer, a freshman mathematics 

and media arts and design-declared dou-
ble major, wrote a letter because of his 

see VALENTINE, page A10
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STUDENTS STORMED THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
IN TEHRAN, IRAN, ON NOV. 29, TWO DAYS 
AFTER IRAN’S PARLIAMENT APPROVED A BILL 
REDUCING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
LONDON, PROMPTED BY LONDON’S SUPPORT 
OF RESTRICTIONS ON IRAN’S NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM. THEN, OVER THE WEEKEND, A U.S. 
CIA SPY DRONE CRASHED IN IRAN. 

FARID ZAREIE GRADUATED FROM JMU 
IN MAY WITH A BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND CURRENTLY 
STUDIES SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE 
SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. ZAREIE, 
WHO HAS FAMILY IN IRAN, DISCUSSED THE 
ONGOING POLITICAL TENSION IN AN EMAIL 
INTERVIEW WITH THE BREEZE.

By JOSH HAHN
The Breeze

For the � rst time, the College of Busi-
ness master’s program for accounting 
had the highest first-time pass rate 
on the public accounting exam in the 
nation, according to a report by � e 
National Association of State Boards 
of Accountancy.

JMU has never been ranked this 
high. In , JMU ranked th and 
jumped to fourth in . 

JMU students’ pass rates were com-
pared to the pass rates of students from 
, other colleges and universities 
across the United States, according to 
the report.

� ose who take the CPA exam and 
pass the four sections become certi� ed 
public accountants.

Paul Copley, the accounting depart-
ment head, said that COB students 
majoring in accounting must graduate 
with  credit hours.  

In order to take the CPA exam in 
Virginia, students must complete 
 credit hours. Copley said it’s

see COB, page A8

The Community Service Representatives ran a table in the Warren Hall mail room Monday 
and Tuesday for students to write valentines for soldiers. “The point of the program is to 
make soldiers overseas feel like they aren’t forgotten,” said freshman Cate Ambrosich.

JMU’s pass rates rank fi rst compared to 
rates from 2,000 other colleges. 

LEFT The 5K race on Jan. 14 will help raise money to pay for alums’ daughter 
Reese Coffi n’s piling medical bills. RIGHT Reese was a perminent resident at St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tenn., for six months, but is now 
living at her home in Virginia Beach and comes in for check-ups.  
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SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Check the road 
ahead for obvious 
barriers. You may 

not agree ethically; you have a 
reputation to uphold. Choose the 
path that meets your standards.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Spend time with 
someone you love 
and listen to their 

wisdom. Take it easy, as much as 
your busy mind allows you to.

AQUARIUS
 (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today may turn 
out to be more 
intense and busy 

than usual. 

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20) 
Answer the 
creative call and 

get active. Paint, cook, write, 
dance or run. Listen to your muse 
and see what she has to say. Let 
that expression out.

ARIES 
(March 21-April 19) 
Postpone travel 
and spending 

today, but plot the itinerary. 
You’d enjoy a good intellectual 
conversation or debate.

TAURUS 
(April 20-May 20)
People may speak 
generously. Ask 

them when they’ll do that thing 
they said they’d like to do. It 
makes the conversation practical.

GEMINI 
(May 21-June 20) 
Hold off on a radical 
suggestion. Check 

for changes in the plan. Get 
lost in an abstract discussion; 
consider a moral dilemma.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22) 
Communications 
could be especially 

brusque and direct. Luckily, you 
have a very philosophical view 
and don’t take it personally.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
With Mercury in 
Capricorn for the 

next 20 days, practical ambition 
could put extra coin in your 
pocket.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
You feel reassured 

and overcome obstacles with 
ease. The right words come 
easily now. You’re convincing and 
charming.

LIBRA 
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Others have more 

to provide than you know. Open 
a new partnership opportunity. 
Together you can solve an old 
puzzle.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Your capacity to 

get things done quickly earns 
you major points. Fire up your 
fi nancial engines and use that 
creativity to bring in cash.

IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:
Write down three things that you’d 

most like to have happen this year. 
How do you envision work? Home? 
Relationships? What would you like to 
learn? Where would you like to travel? 
You’re especially on fi re fi nancially. Stash 
some away for later.

China air 
pollution 
disrupts 
transportation
Los Angeles Times

BEIJING — Whether it’s fog 
or smog, thousands of people 
have been delayed during the 
last few days by the almost-
opaque air around Beijing 
Capital Airport.

� e delays since Sunday eve-
ning at one of the busiest, most 
modern airports in the world 
raise questions about whether 
air pollution in China has got-
ten bad enough to derail the 
country’s economic growth. 
Nearly , � ights have been 
canceled and  highways 
in northern China had to be 
closed due to lack of visibility.

Chinese authorities insist 
that the murk is fog, pure-
ly a weather phenomenon, 
acknowledging only that there 
was “light pollution.” � e Unit-
ed States Embassy in Beijing, 
which has its own air monitor 
on the roof, however, reported 
Sunday night that the index 
of � ne particulate matter had 
soared to  micrograms per 
cubic meter, which is off the 
charts. (A reading between 
 and  is considered 
“hazardous.”)

Beijingers bought more than 
, face masks on Taobao, a 
shopping site, and people took 
to the Internet to mock their 
government’s reporting of air 
quality.

“They are treating citizens 
as idiots,” complained a young 
man on Sina Weibo, a Twitter-
like microblog. A middle-aged 
man wrote sarcastically, “� e 
city looks like a fairyland but 
thanks to the government, it is 
only ‘slight pollution.’ ”

The air quality Tuesday 
resulted in the cancellation of 
more than  � ights.

“At least I would feel better 
if I were compensated in some 

ways,” said a technology execu-
tive, who gave his name as Lao 
Mo, sitting on an airport bench 
Tuesday and contemplating at 
least a six-hour delay for a busi-
ness trip to Xian. “I don’t want 
to make a judgment about 
whether what they are saying 
about ‘fog’ is actually true.”

As of early Wednesday, many 
more � ights were listed as can-
celed or delayed as the murk 
appeared to be rolling back 
over the city. � e U.S. Embassy 
monitor reported the particu-
late matter as “very unhealthy.”

The Chinese government 
says that air quality is improv-
ing in Beijing and that  
percent of the days meet its 
standards of “blue sky days,” 
meaning air that’s at least 
acceptable.

Steven Q. Andrews, an envi-
ronmental consultant who has 
been monitoring Beijing air-
quality reports since the  
Summer Olympics, released a 
report Monday accusing Chi-
nese authorities of seriously 
understating the severity of 
the city’s pollution by failing 
to monitor all pollutants and 
moving monitors out of con-
gested areas.

“In a recent study of over  
cities around the world, the 
WHO found that urban areas in 
Mongolia, Madagascar, Kuwait 
and Mexico had the highest 
(fine particulate matter), but 
the pollution levels measured 
were only about half as severe 
as Beijing,” Andrews wrote, 
referring to the World Health 
Organization.

In recent weeks, Chinese 
have been clamoring for the 
government to adopt an inter-
national standard in reporting 
air pollution. Even the state-
controlled media have heaped 
scorn on environmental pro-
tection authorities.

“Su� ocating smog has been 
covering Beijing like a greasy 
quilt recently,” the China Daily 
editorialized recently. “All of 
the residents in the city are 
aware of the poor air quality, 
so it does not make sense to 
conceal it for fear of criticism.”
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Looking to get involved? 
The Breeze is hiring Life and Sports Editors!

Email breezeeditor@gmail.com for more information.
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By sean byrne
contributing writer

The aroma of grilled chicken, french 
fries, fried macaroni and cheese and the 
spirit of the holidays fill the inside of CJ 
Friedman’s Dank-U Food Truck.

Being thankful and giving charity are 
very important to Friedman, who has 
been a “Big Brother” in the Harrisonburg 
and Rockingham County Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters program for nearly four years.

Friedman, a 2011 JMU alumnus, start-
ed formulating his business in 2009, after 
he interned at Pimentos Restaurant and 
Lounge in New Hampshire. 

“I always loved cooking, so I figured I 
should do something I really enjoy, and 
that’s cooking,” Friedman said. “Over the 
course of that summer I learned to mass 
prepare food and how the restaurant 
worked and all the little nuances that 
make a successful food business run.”

Now, Friedman operates his own food 

truck, Dank-U, where he’s also the head 
chef. He said all the food is homemade.

“The food being dank means that it 
is fresh, flavorful, homemade and just 
dank,” Friedman said. “I don’t think 
people are appreciative enough of others 
so Dank-U just reminds me to say thank 
you to others.”

Working with charity and starting 
his own business has made Friedman 
passionate about giving back to the com-
munity after what it’s done for him.

“I think it’s a positive aspect of human 
nature to feel good and help out,” Fried-
man said.

Currently, Friedman is running a 
donation campaign to providing meals 

for BBBS activities. Five percent of all of 
December’s profits will go to feeding an 
event of BBBS’s choosing. Friedman will 
cook all of the food.

“We’ll look at an activity that we can’t 
pull the resources for or usually provide 
a meal, but this will allow us to do that,” 
said Susan Totty, the executive director 
of the Harrisonburg-Rockingham chap-
ter of BBBS. 

The campaign works by putting cus-
tomers’ receipts into a bucket of the 
organization of their choice. That organi-
zation will then host a dinner to benefit 
BBBS. 

Currently, Friedman has been in con-
tact with various organizations around 
Harrisonburg as well as JMU’s Greek 
Life. As of yet, no organizations have 
given a definite answer as to whether 
they will sponsor a bucket.

“We are open to any and all organiza-
tions that are willing to participate and 
hope they do so,” Friedman said. 

BBBS welcomes all donations it 
receives to help mentor the children 
in the Rockingham and Harrisonburg 
communities.

Totty said that their budget is about 
$600,000 a year and that they mentor 
more than 700 children. She said they 
always need the community to give them 
resources and that the Harrisonburg-
Rockingham program is the largest in 
Virginia.

Totty said that each year, about 70 
percent of the organization’s volunteers 
come from the JMU community.

Friedman started mentoring when his 
“little brother” was in third grade. 

“From being with him, when we’ve 
hung out, he’s told me how much our 
relationship means to him, and that’s 
been the most rewarding thing I’ve ever 
had,” Friedman said. “He actually consid-
ers me a brother, so it means a lot to me.”

see Dank, page A8

By anne elsea
The Breeze

Out of the 105 students in the 
senior integrated science and tech-
nology class, only eight are women. 

Amanda Martindale and Kettie 
Holland are two of those seniors. 

“I’ve been in classes where there 
have been 40 guys and only three 
girls,” Martindale said. “The guys 
don’t really treat us differently except 
they want to join our groups because 
all the senior girls are perfectionists.”

The ISAT program is trying to shake 
off its reputation for being a man’s 
major. In a university where the over-
all population is 60 percent female, 
some ISAT faculty are concerned 
that only 20 percent of ISAT majors 
are women. 

“It’s really disappointing. I wish 
there were more women in ISAT,” said 
Amanda Biesecker, an ISAT professor. 

This summer, 30 ISAT faculty mem-
bers attended a two-day workshop 
led by Donna Milgram, the executive 
director of the National Institute for 
Women in Trades, Technology and 
Science. 

The workshop taught them how 
to better recruit and retain female 
students in science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics fields. 
Maria Papadakis, an ISAT profes-

sor, is involved in JMU’s efforts to 
attract more women into the ISAT 
program. 

“It’s a multistage process,” Papa-
dakis said. “Individually, we have 
professors who are changing their 
curriculum to make it more hands 
on.” 

ISAT has a recruitment committee 
to more aggressively recruit women. 
Papadakis said in May they’re hav-
ing an in-house training for faculty 
to improve recruitment and reten-
tion of women.

Biesecker said retention hasn’t 
been a problem for women majoring 
in ISAT, but the problem lies in getting 
girls initially interested.

Some professors in ISAT see the 
cause of the problem in the very 
name of the program. Louise Temple 
is an ISAT professor who also teaches 
a class about gender issues in science. 

“The so-called hard sciences have 
fewer women,” Temple said. “I think 
women see the word ‘tech’, and they 
lump it in with the other hard sci-
ences. It’s a huge misconception, 
because ISAT covers a large variety 
of fields.”

Temple also sees a lack of role 

models and unintentional dis-
crimination against women to be a 
problem. 

“The leadership in the science field 
is men, the credit and the awards go 
to men. Men are the ones getting 
promoted and recognized,” Temple 
said. “Most of my students in my lab 
are women, and when I take them to 
meetings and the awardees are most-
ly men — even the keynote speakers 
are men — it’s discouraging.” 

The eight senior women have 
bonded within their major because 
they collaborate on projects and fre-
quently take classes together. 

“The girls are some of my best 
friends,” Holland said. “We tend to 
work together because we all know 
we are good workers.” 

Holland said she had a different 
major in mind coming into JMU but 
changed track.

“When I applied to JMU I was a 
biology premed major,” Holland said. 
“When I came to CHOICES I was sold 
on ISAT because of the alternative 
energy stuff and the environment 
conservation classes.”

The ISAT dean’s office, the School 
of Engineering, the ISAT department 
and the computer science depart-
ment contributed about $10,000 to 

help ISAT faculty recruit women in 
high schools who are interested in a 
science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics major.

Papadakis said she sees the goals 
of the ISAT faculty as the three As —
awareness, acceptance and action. 

“We have been successful in the 
awareness phase of making the entire 
faculty aware of the low percentage of 
women,” Papadakis said. 

There’s a high level of commitment 
in the faculty to increase the number 
of women in ISAT. They’re design-
ing the action phase now and hope 
to have a noticeable difference in the 
program over the spring semester and 
fall of next year.

Papadakis has high hopes for the 
future of women in the program.

“My goal is to see about 35 to 40 
percent female enrollment, which 
would about double what it is now,” 
Papadakis said. “Women should 
not be intimidated by the science 
and technology fields. They should 
try it ; most of the women in the 
program are happy and will be suc-
cessful in their careers after college.” 

Contact Anne Elsea at 
elseeav@dukes.jmu.edu.

in brief
HARRISONBURG

Unemployment down
Unemployment in the 
Harrisonburg metropolitan 
area dropped to 5.6 percent 
in October, a six-month low, 
which reflects national and state 
trends, according to the Daily 
News-Record. In Harrisonburg, 
unemployment dropped from 
a 7.3 percent to 6.8 percent 
in October. Unemployment 
numbers fell overall compared 
to statistics from a year ago.

Fewer donations for 
Salvation Army
The Salvation Army bell ringers 
are out and asking for donations, 
but the kettles are emptier than 
they have been in past years, 
according to WHSV. Donations 
are down more than $8,000 
this year. A Salvation Army 
representative said one reason 
for this is that fewer people 
stop in rainy weather, and 
Harrisonburg has seen more 
rainy days this season than usual.  
The Salvation Army has also 
had fewer volunteers this year.

NATIONAL

Obama has closed- 
door meeting with 
college presidents 
President Barack Obama met 
with university chancellors, 
presidents and experts on higher 
education costs on Monday to 
discuss a change in education 
policy for the administration, 
according to Inside Higher-Ed. 
The meeting lasted two hours 
with a focus on college costs 
instead of college prices. In the 
past, the Obama administration’s 
higher education policy focused 
on financial aid for students. 
The recent meeting focused on 
college costs.

CJ Friedman graduated in 2011 and started the Dank-U truck that summer. “I always loved cooking, so I figured I should do something I really enjoy, and that’s cooking,” Friedman said.
Matt Schmachtenberg / the Breeze

Dank-U very much

Chef and owner of Dank-U food truck to donate 5 percent of this month’s profits to Big Brothers, Big Sisters

Integrated science and technology faculty concerned by the small number of women in the major

Women in a ‘man’s world’

apply to be a life or  
sports editor  

Email breezeeditor@gmail.com. 

Dank-U Truck
Location: University Outpost 
Bookstore parking lot
Hours: 12 p.m. to 7p.m.
Food: sandwiches, sides
Website: thedankutruck.com
Email: info@thedankutruck.com

samantha mcdonald / the breeze
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There will also be T-shirts 
sold at the run that will have 
“Reese’s’ run” written in Reese’s 
handwriting, Lind said.

The Coffin family will be 
coming to JMU for the weekend 
and staying at the Residence 
Inn.

“The Marriott is helping us 
out by giving us a good price 
on the rooms and Tri-Delta 
will be paying for their stay,” 
Massa said. “The whole chap-
ter is donating money to go 
towards this.”

Melissa is very grateful for 
all that Tri-Delta and the JMU 
community is doing for her 
family.

“They should be proud of 
what they have done,” Melissa 
said. “For them to take us under 
their wing is mind-blowing for 
us.”

Financial expenses are 
always a  part of the Coffin fam-
ily’s lives.

“I worry about money, and 
this is keeping my spirits up,” 
Melissa said. “They’re making 
me not have to worry about 
Christmas time.”

But it’s more than just about 
the finances, Melissa said.

“It’s not all about the money,” 
Melissa said. “What they are 
doing for us is so much more 
than that.”

Someday the Coffins hope to 
repay all who have helped them 

in their time of need.
“I want people to know that 

our long-term goal is to one 
day pay everything that’s been 
given to us forward tenfold to 
other families in situations 
similar to ours,” Melissa said. 
“Reese’s road will never end 
for us. As long as we are on this 
earth, we will advocate for fami-
lies and children.”

Matt Coffin, Reese’s father, 
wishes there were ways he 
could convey his gratitude.

“It is extremely overwhelm-
ing to see the outpouring of 
support for my daughter,” Matt 
said. “Sometimes, I feel like 
my gratitude comes up short 
because a lot of the times all 
we are able to do is say ‘thank 

you.’ ” 
JMU is more than just a 

school; it’s a community, Matt 
said.

“It really goes to show that 
JMU is a close-knit family, and 
I cannot express how honored 
I am to have attended JMU, met 
my wife there, and that my chil-
dren will be able to experience, 
to some extent, the JMU com-
munity,” he said.

Reese is excited to come see 
JMU, Matt said.

 Reese said she is happy to 
come to JMU.

Timothy Nelson, a junior 
economics and political science 
double major, is running in the 
event for personal reasons.

“I was really touched by 

Reese’s story because my own 
brother was first diagnosed 
with the same type of terminal 
cancer around the same age as 
Reese,” Nelson said. “I immedi-
ately knew that I wanted to be a 
part of this.”

Nelson’s brother, James, was 
given a 5 percent chance of 
making it past his 14th birth-
day, but because of a medical 
procedures, he lived to be 28.

“Personally, if I can give this 
family more time with their 
child, I want to help in any way 
that I can,” Nelson said.

Nelson said his parents plan 
to attend Reese’s Run and walk 
the 5K.

“It’s one of those things 
where we can come together 

to help other people with some-
thing that was so hard on us,” 
Nelson said.

Getting support for the Cof-
fin family and a good turnout 
for this event is the most impor-
tant thing, Nelson said.

“It’s hard to lose someone 
you love, but when you come 
together as a community it can 
help, financially or just to have 
a shoulder to cry on,” Nelson 
said.

Nelson is planning to do a 
another 5K in March with his 
business fraternity Phi Chi 
Theta, and all the proceeds will 
be given to the Coffin family.

Contact Sina Kipry at 
breezenews@gmail.com.

Run | Family moved by ‘outpouring of support,’ hopes to pay back donations
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the Persian Gulf where the 
social and political dynamics 
in relation to the capital and the 
rest of the world is quite differ-
ent from that of the people living 
in Tehran. 

If so, do you fear for their safety? 
Safety has always been an aspi-
ration since our experiences 
during the Iran/Iraq war that 
destroyed much of the city 
of Abadan where we resid-
ed. Many Iranian citizens and 
noncitizens inside the coun-
try are living under constant 
repression, poverty and abuse 

of their humanity, with or with-
out these “strained relations” 
with the British and American 
governments.

If you have Iranian friends over there, 
have they said anything about it? I 
have many friends in Iran, and 
I live with two Iranian students 
who came to Britain to study. 
With diplomatic relations as 
strained as they are, we are not 
sure whether they will be able 
to renew their visa statuses. It’s 
important to realize that the 
perception of these events vary 
depending on the person with 
whom you speak. The Iranian 
public is not a homogenous 

group. Individual’s socio-eco-
nomic and political presence 
determines a lot.

Is your visa in danger or is that nul-
lified by your American passport? Or 
do you have dual citizenship?
I am not an American citizen. I 
was born in Iran and grew up in 
Sweden after my family fled the 
war with Iraq. I have dual citi-
zenship in Iran and Sweden; 
I only did my undergraduate 
studies in the U.S.

Do you talk to anyone from JMU? If 
so, have you talked with them about 
the situation? 

I talk with my friends from 

JMU but no one has asked 
me about this. JMU is quite 
a career-oriented institution 
and as a result of the over-
commodification of academia 
through capitalist forces, it 
sometimes fails to produce 
students who aspire to engage 
with questions that do not 
belong to their individual 
momentum. This is a matter 
that needs to be discussed 
through an open engagement 
between faculty, students and 
administrators.

Contact Georgina 
Buckley at breezenews@
gmail.com.

Iran | ‘Many Iranian citizens and noncitiziens 
inside the country are ... under constant repression’ Want to see your name in 

The Breeze?

Apply to be a Life or 
Sports Editor! 

Email 
breezeeditor@gmail.com. 



The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions 
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes 
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the 
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail 
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current 
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place 
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1

Anthony-Seeger Hall
 Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 

— james madison, 
Serving James Madison University Since 1922
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@MISSANNAMARIEE 
Home Alone 1 & 2 for 
sure. 3 & 4 just can’t 
compare.

KELSEY SMYTHERS 
christmas in boston!

@RACHAELWALTERS 
A Christmas Story!

TOWANA HICKMAN 
MOORE 
Home for the Holidays

@DANNYMARCHESANI 
obviously home alone, 
they are the greatest 
#abcfamilylastnight

ALLEN MCCOWN 
Christmas with the kranks 

MOLLY GRIMES 
BROWN 
Christmas Vacation!

ERIN SCHMITT 
Elf!

ASHLEY LOPEZ 
Miracle on 34th Street 
- the original black and 
white :)

@TAYTOT03 
ELF! � e best way to spread 
Christmas Cheer is singing 
loud for all to hear :)

ANDREW FRANK A 
Christmas Story! 

@LAIDIKARMA
Muppets Christmas Carol 
OF COURSE! Is this even a 
discussion?

LAZ DSURNEY 
It’s a wonderful life

ALEX ZUBER 
White Christmas. obv.

Our readers’ web reactions to the question: 
What’s your favorite holiday movie?

CONVERSATION
CORNER

>> Join the conversation! “Like” us on 
Facebook or follow us on Twitter.

1. My roommates and I moved 
into a house downtown this 
year. Downtown is a lot of fun, 
and it’s a good location. I high-
ly recommend it.
2. I’m obsessed with South 
Africa. I plan on moving there 
shortly after graduation. In fact, 
I’m teaching a class on South 
Africa next semester called 
Legacies of Apartheid (UNST 
E  ). You should take it.
3. I have an extra bone in each 
of my feet. Weird, right? � ey 
stick out slightly on the insides 
of each foot and hurt when I 
run. I might have to get them 
removed someday.
4.  Part of my responsibili-
ties as the opinion editor is 
picking out the Darts & Pats. 
Each day, we receive three 
basic types: someone who 
discovers chivalry isn’t dead; 
a student thanking someone 
else for spotting him or her a 
few dollars for lunch because 

of a lost JACard; and people 
annoyed by rude students in 
the library. While those are 
de� nitely valid, you guys need 
to be more creative!
5. I have four jobs this semes-
ter, and I’m going crazy. Ask 
any of my friends. 
6. I’m a local. I was born in the 
old hospital that’s now part of 
campus. 
7. Don’t worry, I have gotten 
out of the city limits. I’ve trav-
eled to  other countries.
8. My boyfriend, Ryan, is the 
best cook I know. I’ve been 
eating his delicious cooking for 
six years, and I plan on eating 
it for the rest of my life. 
9. My sister, brother-in-law 
and two nieces live in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo. My 
family gets occasional emails 
outlining worse-case scenarios 
regarding dangerous situations, 
but I think my parents would  
rather not know.
10. I got a -week-old puppy 
on Friday. He’s a black Lab-
rador/Brittany spaniel mix. 
His name is Desmond, after 
Desmond Tutu. Did I men-
tion I was obsessed with South 
Africa?

Katie Sensabaugh is a 
senior political science 
and justice studies double 
major. Contact Katie at 
breezeopinion@gmail.com.

MEET THE EDITOR
Opinion Editor: Katie Sensabaugh

We think it’s important for you to be able to learn about 
the people who edit your newspaper. Each week, we will 
introduce you to one of our editors so you can put a face 
to the paper we publish.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Another great 
generation

“� e kids are back,” I sighed 
to myself as I pulled into 
Sheetz between  and  p.m. 
on Saturday night.

I’m  years old. I previous-
ly lived in Harrisonburg, from 
 to . Sure, I know all 
about “dem kids,” as we say in 
my native New Jersey.

I have recently relocated to 
the Valley again. And I want-
ed something good, so I went 
to Sheetz. I ate in my SUV, 
marvelling at the college kids 
there. Because it was cold, I 
had the truck running for heat, 
but shut the headlights o� , so 
as not to be obnoxious.

A few moments later I pulled 
out on East Market Street. A 
vanload of kids were behind 

me — right on my bumper, 

 ashing their lights. 

“Hold on, hold on,” I mut-
tered, trying to get up enough 
speed to pass the car in my 
right lane to get over.

Predictably, the van shot 
ahead at my vacated spot.

Unpredictably, a kid leaned 
half his body out the passen-
ger window, waved frantically 
and yelled, “Lady! Your lights 
are o� !”

You know, as they say,  
the  Greatest Generation has 
passed. I don’t know about 
that; after all, I see it  in those 
students who care about an 
unknown woman inadver-
tently creating a tra	  c hazard. 

Jeannee Waseck
Elkton resident

Campus critters

HEIDI SMITH |  guest columnist

Please don’t stop the music
My hands were trembling 

worse than my voice right 
before I would go live. 

Hosting my � rst radio show, 
I had a playlist of  songs from 
relatively popular musicians 
and some virtually unknown.

 Three weeks into my first 
semester of college — and I felt 
an immense amount of power 
and responsibility. 

College radio stations 
dedicate countless hours to 
providing cities — and the 
campuses located within — 
with rising independent music 
as well as hosting live shows 
and community events. 

� e radio station has been 
my home for four years and 
provided me with a family of 
independent music lovers. 
Because it has had such a 
huge impact on my life, the 
most heartbreaking incident 
to occur would be that WXJM 
would lose its frequency 
license and be dissolved. 

An article in USA Today says, 
“A steady stream of universities 
nationwide ... have been selling 
or transferring their FM licens-
es to nonstudent operations, 
usually in response to tighter 
budgets and a rapidly chang-
ing media industry.” 

I know this is something 
that’s happening to college 
radio stations across the coun-
try, and anyone involved with 
these organizations, including 

listeners, could suffer from 
this.

Art is subjective, but it can’t 
survive if it’s never seen, heard 
or recognized. At college radio 
stations, we broadcast inde-
pendent musicians, exposing 
their music to our listeners. DJs 
spend hours every day � nding 
new musicians and keeping 
the station running. 

What drives DJs to dedicate 
so much time and energy to 
their stations is simply our pas-
sion for music. 

� is hand in media produc-
tion is essential to the future 
development and creativity of 
the media. 

In an October letter to the 
Federal Communications 
Commission, Rice Universi-
ty lecturer and film program 
manager Tish Stinger writes, 
“I learned how to make media 
not in university courses, but 
rather at these media centers 
where a student could become 
involved in not just talking 

about media, but the process 
of making it themselves. Work-
ing in those places literally 
changed my life.”

Spin Magazine writer Marc 
Hogan says, “College radio has 
always been a home for diverse 
sounds, ideas and ways of awk-
wardly transitioning between 
songs when the CD starts 
skipping.” 

True, there are DJ slip-ups 
and the usual “um,” but it’s a 
learning experience. After all, 
we aren’t professionals. Col-
lege radio is one of the only 
ways students can participate 
in and even control media 
production. 

We live in a world where 
Justin Beiber, LMFAO and 
Nickelback are the soundtrack 
of our generation. Perhaps one 
of those is your favorite artist, 
and that’s � ne. Still, there’s little 
diversity in the music playing 
on mainstream radio.  

Consider all the talented 
musicians who are silenced, 
because they can’t get into 
the main-stream music world. 
Without support and aware-
ness, these artists have trouble 
surviving. 

If you think college radio 
hasn’t been important to the 
success of artists, you’re wrong. 

“The genre seeded protest 
in the ’s and launched the 
careers of U and R.E.M. in the 
’s, but now � nds itself under 

siege,” according to an article 
in � e Washington Post. “Over 
the past decade, the econom-
ics of radio have pushed more 
than a dozen major stations o�  
the airwaves.”

� ere are many ways peo-
ple discover music, especially 
through online mediums like 
Pandora and Spotify. But “FM 
radio provides a more public 
forum, where people can make 
the accidental discoveries so 
essential to alternative music 
and culture,” Hogan writes. 

We are passionate, and 
although we aren’t experts,  
very dedicated. I want other 
future members of college 
radio to � nd the same welcom-
ing home and outlet I did.

You, as listeners and sup-
porters, have power. It’s as 
simple as turning the dial. Let 
your administration know that 
your station is important to 
you. 

As the general manager of 
WPSC-FM at William Paterson 
University Rob Quicke said, 
“If it vanishes, the voice of an 
entire generation of students 
will vanish with it.”

Heidi Smith is a senior 
writing, rhetoric and 
technical communication 
major and a DJ at 
JMU’s WXJM radio 
station. Contact Heidi at     
smithhs@dukes.jmu.edu.

College radio is on the decline, but listeners have the power to keep stations running

What drives DJs to 
dedicate so much 
time and energy 
to their stations 
is simply our 
passion for music. 

An “every-day-I’m-
stumblin’ ” dart to 
StumbleUpon for distracting 
me during class.

From a Duke who is far 
too tempted and is praying 
for strength in these next two 
weeks to turn o�  her Internet 
and actually take notes.

An “are-you-the-
keymaster?” pat to 
the guy with the Stay-
Puft Marshmallow Man 
backpack.

From the gatekeeper, a 
fellow Ghostbusters fanatic.

A “who-doesn’t-love-a-
victory-lap?” pat to JMU. 

From a graduating super 
senior who’s contemplating 
one more semester.

A “sorry-I’m-so-cranky”
pat to my graduated 
boyfriend for putting up 
with my exam stress.

From your 
undergrad-in-distress. 

A “stop-being-such-a-
cottonheaded-ninny-
muggins” dart to my
roommate whose is always 
stressing out. 

From an elf that balances 
work and fun.

A “thanks-for-letting-
me-shoot-The-Breeze-
with-you” pat to � e Breeze 
sta� ers of the last three years. 

From a graduating 
managing editor who’s 
thankful for her Breeze
family.

A “what-are-you-doing-
at-practice?” dart to the 
basketball team.

From a girl that gave up 
studying to cheer for you and 
was disappointed with your 
total lack of fundamental 
skills.

An “I-see-why-we-are-
dropping-in-the-best-
food-in-the-nation-
category-every-year”
dart to E-hall. 

From a student that has 
been excited for “chocolate 
day” since last “chocolate 
day” and was sorely 
disappointed by the lack of 
chocolate this year.

A “this-isn’t-a-rock-
concert” dart to the guy at 
the back of the bus whose 
music was so loud that the 
people at the front could 
hear it.

From a girl who’s 
concerned for your hearing 
and thinks you should turn 
it down.

A “we’re-so-cold” dart to 
the person or persons who 
took our winter shelter
made on campus.

From Dolley and Jimmy, 
the Quad cats whose coats 
aren’t as thick as you think.

A “great-thinking” pat 
to the awesome girl who 
brought in her puppy to my 
organization’s meeting last 
night.  

From someone who thinks 
that’s a great way to get 
members interested.

A “where-are-all-the-
jobs?” dart to Uncle Sam. 

From a graduating senior 
who’s happy to have a degree 
even though it means joining 
the many other unemployed 
Americans.

A “you-ROSE-to-the-
occasion” pat to a beautiful 
girl who passed PRAXIS II.

From her corny boyfriend 
who can’t a� ord real � owers.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not 

necessarily refl ect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

DARTS PATS

Apply to be 
a cartoonist! 

 Email breezeopinion@gmail.com.

Can you draw?
Think you’re funny?
Prove it!

to breezeopinion@gmail.com.
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TIS THE SEASON
FORGREAT

RATES

Rates Starting

  at: $435
New Furniture Packages Available! 

Spring 2012 Semester Leases Available!

Call for More
 Information

888.472.7404

Follow 
    Us 
        Your 
  Way

•1941 Sunchase Drive, Harrisonburg, VA
•Text “sunchase” to 69302
•Twitter.com/sunchasejmu

•Facebook.com/sunchase.at.jmu
•www.Sunchase.net/mobile

Coffeehouse and Cocktail Lounge
Featuring 20 types of  cocktails!
47 West Court Square, Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.artfuldodger.org

Harrisonburg’s Best Ice Cream
New flavors every week
58 E. Wolfe St., Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.klinesdairybar.com

Authentic Mexican Cuisine
Locations from New Market to Staunton
Tuesdays: All you can eat special.
555-1212, www.yummy.org

Pizza Straight from Italy
Great spot for families
123 Main Street, Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.pizza4me.org

You’ve Gotta Try Our Burgers
Harrisonburg Crossing; Winchester Mall; 
Staunton Town Center
555-1212, www.fiveguys.org

Baja Bean Company
Burritos and more
123 Staunton Street, Staunton
555-1212, www.Baja.org

Celebrating 30 Years
Great sandwiches at a great price
321 Main Street, Lexington
555-1212, www.macados.org

Best Barbecue in Harrisonburg 
Pork, beef  and all the fixins.
56 E. Wolfe St., Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.bbq.org

Down-Home Cooking
Chicken, beef, seafood and more
Exit 264 off  Interstate 81, New Market
555-1212, www.johnny.org

Madison 
Munchies

Introducing...

A new advertising section 
featuring local dining in 

Port & Main.

Reach our local, affluent 
student and faculty readers 

with our affordable 
advertising package.

28- ad package:
$504 PER SEMESTER

Each ad is 1 inch by 3.264 inches wide. 
Ad includes four lines of text (35 charac-
ters max on each line), plus your logo.

540.568.6127   
thebreezeads@gmail.com

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

These ads are designed to enhance your ROP ads by 
giving you Top of Mind Awareness! Only $18 per issue!

YOUR
BUSINESS
INFORMATION

YOUR
BUSINESS
INFORMATION

YOUR
BUSINESS
INFORMATION
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COB |  ‘It will be challenging, but the 
type of challenging that drives you’
from front

not uncommon for under-
graduate accounting majors 
to complete all of these hours 
in a fifth year at JMU to earn 
their master’s in accounting.

The CPA exam consists of 
four parts and tests knowledge 
of financial accounting and 
reporting, auditing and attes-
tation, business law and taxes 
and business environment 
and concepts. Each part takes 
about three to four hours. 

All four sections must be 
passed and completed in an 
18-month period. Students 
may finish them in one test-
ing window or disperse them 
throughout the year.

Each part of the exam boasts 
a pass rate of less than 50 per-
cent, and only 15 to 20 percent 
of candidates are successful in 
passing all four parts on their 
first sitting, Copley said.

The rankings are very sen-
sitive to individual students’ 
performances on the CPA 
exam, Copley said.

“One additional student 
failing one part can move 
a school from first to fifth,” 

Copley said. “Two additional 
students failing just one part 
each can move a school out of 
the top 25 altogether.”

Copley said students do well 
on the exam because they have 
a strong work ethic.

Credit may also be due to 
what students call the “CPA 
Exam Boot Camp,” which is 
offered in May and June after 
graduation. Students attend a 
six-week program of intensive 
study to prepare for the CPA 
exam before they enter the 
workforce.

Students spend four hours 
in the classroom and four 
hours outside the classroom 
doing practice problems, Cop-
ley said.

James Whitmoyer, a junior 
accounting major who plans 
on taking the CPA exam after 
graduation, believes this will 
reflect well on him.

“I think it makes us more 
attractive to recruiters who 
can count on us having a CPA 
license before they hire us,” 
Whitmoyer said.

Sophomore accounting 
major Hillary Latham plans  
on taking the “boot camp” 

after receiving her master’s.  
Despite the stress, she’s pre-
pared to get through it.

“I feel like it will be challeng-
ing, but the type of challenging 
that drives you to do better 
and to pull those long hours,” 
Latham said.

JMU held the first boot 
camp back in 2005, with 45 
attendees. Last year, 90 alum-
ni returned post-graduation to 
complete the program.

“Approximately 60 percent 
of our undergraduate account-
ing students enter the [master’s 
of science in accounting] pro-
gram,” said Nancy Nichols, 
director of the graduate pro-
gram for accounting. Nichols 
has taught the CPA exam boot 
camp in the past.

Currently, Michael Riordan, 
teaches the boot camp.

T h e  e x a c t  n u m b e r  o f 
first-time takers from 2010 
i s  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  C o p l e y 
said, but he places an esti-
mate somewhere between 
6 5  a n d  10 0  s t u d e n t s .

Contact Josh Hahn at 
hahnja@dukes.jmu.edu.

work 
for the 
breeze!

Email breezeeditor@gmail.com.

from page A3

Since the truck’s open-
ing last year, Dank-U has 
slowly been gaining atten-
tion and a steady clientele. 
Friedman caters to the local 
college crowd with pita pock-
et sandwiches filled with fresh 
ingredients, mac ‘n’ cheese, 
chicken, fire roasted peppers 
and homemade sauces. 

“I wanted to provide JMU 
with another local food option 
that pulls them away from 
overly processed foods,” Fried-
man said. “It also gives them 
something to be proud of for 
their late-night food stand.”

S o  f a r,  F r i e d m a n  h a s 
received positive reviews from 
college students and online 
review sites. 

“I come here probably three 
times a week; the food is abso-
lutely fantastic, very dank,” 
said senior health sciences 
major Chris Wood. “I would 
definitely have to say ‘The 
Heavyweight’  — a pita pocket 
filled with fried chicken, mac 
‘n’ cheese and bacon — is my 
favorite, with a side of chipo-
tle sauce.”

Friedman said that a lot 
of his success came from his 
education as an international 
business major. 

“I spent my whole year 
developing my business plan 
to set this up and to con-
vince people to invest in it, to 
prove to people I knew what I 
was doing,” Friedman said. “I 
learned how to make a busi-
ness plan from being in the 
College of Business. This past 
summer, I went out, got the 
truck, and now I’m here.”

Friedman hopes to expand 
his business and open up 
food trucks across the nation. 
For now, people can find him 
stationed at the University 
Outpost Bookstore parking lot 
from 12 p.m. to 7 p.m every day.

Contact Sean Byrne at 
byrnesr@dukes.jmu.edu.

Dank Dining

$6 Pitas

The Pesto Manifesto
Pesto chicken with tomato, 

mozzarella and lettuce

Don Quixote
Chipotle chicken with roasted 

red peppers, pepperjack 
cheese and lettuce

The Julius
Chicken, croutons, parmesan, 

lettuce and house ceasar

Buffalo Danks
Chicken, smashed french 
fries, house ranch, franks 

hot sauce, cheddar cheese

Sides 
($5 jumbo / $3 snack)

Chili 
Mac ‘n’ cheese 

Dankified french fry salad

dank |  Graduate spent year 
developing Dank-U business plan



I’ve tried to watch “The Graduate” 
three times before now. Every time, 

something had 
gone wrong — 
the disc was 
scratched, the 
cable went 
out, the disc 
went missing. 
So I can only 
assume that I 
was meant to 
watch it now, 

a week and two days before I’m set 
to graduate. 

The strangest thing about this 
movie is that I can’t pinpoint 
exactly why I liked it so much. A lot 
of it probably has to do with Ben 
(Dustin Hoffman) and his reaction 
to graduation. He doesn’t go out 
and embrace every professional 
opportunity; instead he seems 
trapped and suffocated, unable to 
enjoy life. At some point, everyone 
has that feeling. Now, I can’t 
personally relate to having an affair 
with a married woman, but at the 
same time, that wasn’t particularly 
shocking. 

At a time when Ben cares about 
nothing, it seems natural that 
he would want to do something 
in order to feel anything. Mrs. 
Robinson (Anne Bancroft) 
recognizes this desperation 
and takes full advantage of it. 
Unfortunately for her, she also has 
a pretty daughter, Elaine (Katharine 
Ross), who looks exactly like her, 
except about 20 years younger. 

Ben falls for Elaine while weaving 
in and out of his imposing parents. 
In tune with the famous Simon & 
Grafunkel soundtrack, Ben mopes 
through life, not knowing what to do 
next, lost and without a plan. 

As I prepare to cross the bridge 
between undergrad and alumna, a 
part of me feels just as lethargic as 
Ben. I’m preparing to finish up this 
big chunk of my life where I’ve had 
a place and a purpose and am now 
entering into the vast unknown. A 
big part of me is excited, but there 
are still those slightly depressing, 
apathetic moments when I’m trying 
to figure out what all this is for. And 
that realization is what makes “The 
Graduate” not only a classic, but 
also the best film I’ve watched for 
this column.  

Over the last 13 weeks, I’ve been 
through film after film, watching 
the great, the OK and the horrible. 
I now know not to buy a movie I’ve 
never seen, regardless of how much 
praise it’s given. Thankfully, I never 
bought “Terms of Endearment” 
and only had to see “Jerry Maguire” 
once. 

For those of you who read this 
column from the beginning, thanks 
for reading my opinions as if they 
mattered. To those whose favorite 
film I bashed, I’m truly sorry. 
Cinema holds a special place in 
every person’s heart, and when 
people insult a movie that’s close to 
you, it can get pretty personal. 

But I won’t apologize for being 
as honest and candid as I possibly 
could. I came into each movie 
knowing little to nothing about 
the plot, except that someone at 
some point had considered it a 
classic. This column’s sole purpose 
was to further my background 
in film and to offer a modern 
perspective on each. I tried to 
provide as much variety as possible, 
from “Chinatown” to “Dazed and 
Confused,” and I hope at least one 
column applied to you. 

Hopefully, I’ll continue to write 
about film, but for now, that’s all 
folks!

Favorite quote: “Look, maybe we 
could do something else together. 
Mrs. Robinson, would you like to 
go to a movie?” — Ben Braddock 
(Dustin Hoffman)

“And you call yourself a critic …” is 
a weekly column written by Rachel 
Dozier, The Breeze’s managing 
editor and a senior media arts 
& design major. Each column is 
part of her 13-week project to 
watch films considered “classics” 
she has never seen. For more 
entertainment news, check out 
her blog, “Honest | Unmerciful” 
(racheldozier.blogspot.com).
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Rachel Dozier
And you call yourself a critic ...

Moving on 
with ‘The 
Graduate’

“Twelfth Night’ in four fortnights’ 

By Jack Knetemann
The Breeze

2011 may be remembered as the 
year everyone went home happy. 

The biggest releases of the year 
in both alternative and commercial 
circles mostly stuck to the respective 
artists’ strengths, resulting in a 
stream of well-received, quality 
albums. Picking the best of the best 
from such a busy year in music isn’t 
easy. These five were picked based 
on the strength of material from 
start to finish. They’re true albums, 
with each track complementing and 
elevating the next. 

Other releases like Adele’s “21,” 
James Blake’s self-titled album and 
tUnE-YarDs’ “w h o k i l l” are 
collections of songs worthy of 
much praise, but can’t match the 
coherence and force of these five. 
As for Wilco and M83, I’m sorry. 

‘Bon Iver’ by Bon Iver 

The most emotional, nuanced 
and daring release of the year, 
“Bon Iver” was the one album 
this year that not only met its high 
expectations, but exceeded them. 
Every other album on this list 
made it for the artist’s mastery of 
their established sound but Justin 
Vernon and his ensemble have 
created completely new identity. 

The new nine-piece backing 
band is barely comparable to the 
original lineup of Bon Iver. Each 
track is strikingly different, but 
Vernon’s vocals tie it all together. 
It’s like trying to eat one potato 
chip: Once you open the bag, it’s 
all over.

‘Helplessness Blues’ 
by Fleet Foxes 

This album is a much deeper 
album than the band’s first, 
reflecting the toils of creating it 
and the caliber of the musicians 
involved. No one in music 

today has a prettier voice than Robin 
Pecknold, making the somber turns 
of “The Shrine/An Argument” or 
“Sim Sala Bim” that much more 
effective. But when it breaks open 
for the sunny “Battery Kinzie,” the 
joy that might have been one-
dimensional feels so much richer. 

‘Watch the Throne’ by 
Jay-Z and Kanye West 

“Watch The Throne” may be the 
first hip-hop record that sounds 
better in a stadium than through 
a stereo. On “Lift Off,” the second 
track of the inevitable collaboration 
between Jay-Z and Kanye, guest 
Beyoncé asks, “How many people 
you know can take it this far?” It’s not 
even an open question. 

‘The King of Limbs’ 
by Radiohead 

The most difficult task in enjoying 
“The King of Limbs” is forgetting 
who made the record. “King of 

Limbs” suffered mostly from the 
disappointment that it didn’t 
revolutionize like past masterpieces 
“OK Computer” or “Kid A.” 

But to say it’s a retread is to 
ignore that fact that after 18 years, 
Radiohead is still creating music 
that’s never been touched before. 
The album offers moments that rank 
among the most beautiful of the 
band’s catalogue. Thom Yorke’s voice 
has never sounded as sly as it does 
on “Lotus Flower” or as erotic as on 
“Little By Little.” 

“King of Limbs” may not be as 
historic as some of Radiohead’s past 
albums, but it still provided some of 
the best music of 2011.

‘Take Care’ by Drake 
Drake has the kind of appeal that 

would snap a lesser personality in 
two. Hip-hop producers have been 
sampling indie rock bands since 
the genre was born, but Drake’s 
approach to the cross-genre lovefest 
is different. Drake and longtime 
producer/songwriting partner 
Noah “40” Shebib aimed to beat 
their indie inspiration at their own 
game. The album is a truly unified 
artistic statement, which is even 
more impressive considering the 80 
minutes it spans. 

If acting has taught Drake one 
thing, it’s how to hold an audience’s 
attention. On top of the fantastic 
production and songwriting is a 
vocal performance that never fails to 
captivate. 

Contact Jack Knetemann at 
knetemjw@dukes.jmu.edu.

EIGHT WEEKS
Intro to Theatre class tosses the syllabus to put on a full Shakespeare play in eight weeks

By Beth Cole
The Breeze

Hundreds of original sketches, 
Andy Warhol drawings, sculptures, 
more than 200 home videos and a 
“curator” to explain it all can now 
fit into your hands in the form of an 
iPad app.

Josh Smead, a senior art history 
major and curator of Madison Art 
Collection’s Charles Lisanby Col-
lection, had an idea for a 3-D virtual 
gallery that allowed students to get a 
closer look at the pieces in the Lisan-
by exhibit. He wanted visitors to 
be able to look at the artifacts at all 
angles, without having to touch them. 

To create the app, he needed a 
tech-savvy team. 

“I called my two dorkiest friends,” 
Smead said, laughing.

Matt Burton, a senior physics 
major, and Peter Epley, a senior 
engineering major, began working 
with Smead at the beginning of the 
school year and began developing it 
on Sept. 30.

Burton had spent the summer 
creating Android apps, including the 
beginnings of one for business majors 
to do formulas and calculations. Epley 
had worked for two summers creating 
databases at global security company 
Northrop Grumman Corp. 

“I think a lot of it has been general 
interest that has just bloomed into this 
whole ordeal,” Smead said. 

Neither of them had created an 
iPad app before, let alone a 3-D 

exhibit.
“In the beginning we didn’t really 

know what we were doing; we didn’t 
know how it was going to shape up,” 
Epley said. “We were really just exper-
imenting with a lot of different things.”

The team found an example appli-
cation called 3-D Virtual Art Gallery. 
In the sample app, touch-screen joy-
sticks allow users to navigate through 
the exhibit, much like a video game. 
Users can then go up to a virtual rep-
lication of the painting and touch it 
to bring up more information and a 
closer view of the painting.

It was a start. They wanted to add 
other features, such as the ability to 
pick up and manipulate objects, zoom 
in to the details of the object, play 
video, read a digital book, and they 

wanted the layout of the program to 
be an exact replica of the new Skyline 
Gallery. 

They used a combination of com-
puter-aided design and Unity 3-D, 
a 3-D video game engine, to create 
their version of the gallery. Similar to 
the sample application, visitors use 
the touch-screen joysticks to make 
their way through the virtual Skyline 
gallery. When they touch the paint-
ings or sculptures, a screen will pop 
up with more information, videos of 
interviews with Lisanby, and a screen 
that will allow users to move the 
object and zoom in on every feature.

“I think getting the app out there 
will get our foot in the door, saying, 

see Art, page A10

iArt: Three students design iPad app for new exhibit
Part 3 of 3

By Sandy Jolles
The Breeze

Students in one Intro to Theatre class found 
major changes to their script.

Halfway through the semester, professor 
Bob Jones threw out his entire GTHEA 210 
syllabus, challenging students to put on Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” in just 
eight weeks. 

Jones was inspired to make the change after 
students were asked to stage the first scene 
of Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.”

 “Students jumped on it and were enthu-
siastic,” Jones said. “They showed this 
passionate desire that made me think to put 

on a production.” 
The course is a theatre appreciation class 

that provides an introduction to theatre histo-
ry, production and its role in society. Students 
were required to attend plays at the Forbes 
Center for the Performing Arts and complete 
analyses of costuming, staging moments and 
musical choices.

Students chose the play together after dis-
cussing several alternatives.

“I think part of the reason why they chose 
‘Twelfth Night’ is because of the movie ‘She’s 
the Man,’ and the fact they had read ‘The Tem-
pest’ and ‘Hamlet,’ ” Jones said. “It seemed like 
they wanted a challenge.” 

 Jones placed the power in the hands of the 

students, dividing the class into sections for 
marketing, directors, actors and designers. 

 “Instead of learning about marketing, stu-
dents get to market ‘The Twelfth Night,’ ” Jones 
said. “It’s all about performing it from the inside 
out.  In large part, it’s the same as the old cur-
riculum, we’re just doing it through the lens of 
putting on a production.” 

To market to JMU and the general public, 
sophomore media arts and design major and 
marketer for the production Alcinda Brubaker 
set up a Facebook event page titled “GTHEA 210 
presents … ‘Twelfth Night’ by William Shake-
speare” and is expecting roughly 200 students. 

see Night, page A10

The Graduate

‘R’ 106 min.
Starring Dustin Hoffman, Anne 
Bancroft, Katharine Ross
Rotten Tomatoes score 87%

Senior Taylor Gustafson (top), freshman J.D Brady and freshman Marlee Stynchulalearned theatre production first-hand in GTHEA 210 this semester. Their 
production of “Twelfth Night” will premiere Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grafton-Stovall Theatre. Admission will be free.

Best of 2011
Album Reviews

A breakdown of the 
top 5 albums 
of the year, from 
indie rock to hip-hop 

‘Twelfth Night’
Blair Boswell / The Breeze

Photos courtesy MCT campus, Subpop Records, Jagjaguwar. Graphic By Rachel Dozier.
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from front

influences growing up.
“I’ve been raised near military peo-

ple my whole life,” Wainer said. “It’s a 
great community, and they sacrifice 
so much. Anything we can do to help 
them is the right thing to do.”

Some students wrote letters 
because they have family members 
overseas right now. Emily Twigg, a 

freshman international affairs major, 
has an uncle overseas in Kosovo, a 
region in southeastern Europe.

“It’d be good for the soldiers to 
realize that even though they are far 
away from their families, there are 
still people that care about them,” 
Twigg said.

This is the first time CSR partici-
pated in the program, but it’s hoping 
to make sending letters to soldiers an 

annual event.
“We want them to know that 

we’re still thinking about them,” 
Serino said. “They’re not anony-
mous, they’re not invisible and 
we recognize that they deserve to 
be told ‘Happy Valentine’s Day.’ ”

Contact Beth Wertz at 
wertz2em@dukes.jmu.edu.

VALENTINE |  Soldiers aren’t ‘invisible’

Art |  iPad app ‘feels like a video game’
from page A9

‘Hey, we’ve got technology to get 
people interacted in art now,’ ” Bur-
ton said.

The College of Visual and Per-
forming Arts used some of its yearly 
technology funding to purchase 10 
iPads for the exhibit. But creating the 
app hasn’t cost the MAC a penny so 
far — all the designing has been free.

While the team has been supported 
and praised by most of the university, 
some in the art and tech departments 
have expressed doubts about whether 
the students could create an app with-
out a large cost in such a short amount 
of time.

“We’ve been told that it would 
take $150,000 to develop an app and 
that students weren’t capable of it 
because we just don’t have the skill set, 

basically,” Smead said. “It’s interesting 
how much doubt there’s been about if 
this thing’s even possible.”

While they’re still putting the final 
touches on the app and haven’t devel-
oped an official name just yet, the 
students will have it finished in time 
for the grand opening of the “Mentor 
to an Icon” exhibit on Jan. 23. They’ve 
already gone through multiple ver-
sions to perfect the virtual exhibit. 
Smead uploaded photos of every 
detail of the gallery, from the floor tiles 
to the ceiling tiles and lights to include 
in the app. 

The app will help transform the 
exhibit into a “learning space,” much 
different from other art exhibits, Bur-
ton said.

“All the art exhibits say, ‘Do not 
touch.’ In the app, we actually do want 
you to touch,” Burton said. “We want 

you to click, spin, zoom, move, inter-
act. There’s no more just going through 
an art gallery and just looking.”

But Smead emphasized that it’s not 
a replacement to viewing the art in 
person — it’s a supplement. He hopes 
that it will become a useful learning 
tool and give people around the world 
the chance to see the exhibit. 

“As a kid, if you’re able to do this 
kind of thing, it looks like a video 
game, it feels like a video game,” 
Smead said.

Though Burton and Epley aren’t 
paid, they are enrolled in a three-
credit art internship class with MAC. 

“That’s really just icing on the cake,” 
Epley said. “We’ve been doing this 
completely motivated by ourselves.” 

Contact Beth Cole at 
breezearts@gmail.com.

from page A9

Tasked with distributing handbills 
and posters of the play, students like 
Brubaker learned the realistic rigors 
of putting on a production.

 “Reading about each aspect that 
goes into putting on a production 
before we began really helped me 
form a basis for our play and come 
up with ideas on how to market it,” 
Brubaker said.

The students immersed themselves 
entirely into putting on a full-fledged 
production. The result was a class that 
went beyond the scope of  a typical 
general education theatre class.

“I think people are learning a great 
deal from this project by having to 
actually do theatre,” said J.D. Brady, 
a freshman declared media arts and 

design major who plays Sir Toby 
Belch in the production. 

Students faced difficulties coor-
dinating production of the play with 
schedules that weren’t planned 
around it.

“It really gave us a chance to inter-
act with our classmates on a different 
level than just group projects in regu-
lar general education courses,” said 
Dominique Escalera, a sophomore 
media arts and design major and 
director for the play.

According to Jones, the production 
still tied into his curriculum, offering 
a lens of theatre history and interpre-
tive history.  

“The way a theatre puts on a Shake-
spearean production, a student can 
trace the different movements and 
eras,” Jones said.  “Putting on this 

production has taught my students 
how theatre grows and evolves as a 
response to different cultures.” 

Even as a batch of newcomers, the 
students of GTHEA 210 learned to 
band together as a team.

“Few of us had any experience 
before this,” Escalera said. “But I 
believe we have all learned and 
grown tremendously from this expe-
rience how to be leaders and how to 
work together as a team for a com-
mon cause.”

GTHE A 210 wil l  present i ts 
final showing of “Twelfth Night” 
Sunday at 2 p.m. in the Grafton-
Stovall Theatre. Admission is free.

Contact Sandy Jolles at 
jollessn@dukes.jmu.edu.

Night |  Students learn ‘rigors’ of theatre

What is your favorite 
holiday tradition?

“Every year that it snows over break, we get my 
friend’s Pathfinder and get towed on a snow 
saucer.”

— Will Jarrett, freshman declared media arts 
and design major

“My family has something called ‘the cousins 
party.’ I have nine first cousins, and I don’t know 
the number of second cousins because it’s too 
many. We draw numbers out of a hat to deter-
mine which cousin you buy a gift for.” 

— Cory Keffer, freshman communication sci-
ences and disorders major

 “We have a thing of sleigh bells, and we drive 
around ringing them outside a car in the 
neighborhood.” 

— Stephen Duffy, freshman media arts and 
design declared and English double major

“We go to New York City for a day.”

 — Heather Gately, junior communication sci-
ences and disorders major 

“I make tiramisu with my immediate family. It’s 
an Italian dessert.”

— Maggie Roth, media arts and design declared  
freshman

compiled by Alexandra Creech, contributing writer
Photos by Griffin Harrington / contributing photographer
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Senior forward Julius Wells attempts to block Kent State player senior Michael Porrini. Wells was 0-11 from the floor 
in Tuesday’s game and was also responsible for two turnovers. The Dukes were had a 33 percent field goal percentage. 

jordan cmeyla  / contributing photographer

By Tony Schaffner
The Breeze

The Dukes’ three-game winning 
streak, was snapped in their loss to 
Kent State University on Tuesday.

The Dukes barely won over Hof-
stra University, with guard Humpty 
Hitchens shooting a jumper at the 
buzzer to win 62-60. However, a 
short first-half run didn’t last and 
the Dukes fell to Kent State 71-51.

A key to the Dukes’ early season 
success so far has been their effi-
ciency when shooting behind the 
three-point line. JMU has made 59 
of its 134 attempted three-point-
ers, giving the team a shooting 
percentage of 44 from downtown. 
Coming into this game, the Dukes 
were nationally ranked in the top 
10 for three-point percentage and 
three-pointers per game. 

A contributing factor to the 
Dukes’ success so far has been the 
emergence of guard A.J. Davis, who 
is the only player in school history 
to begin his JMU career with four 
consecutive 20-point games. Davis 
has proven to be a major contribu-
tor in crunch time, scoring 97 of his 
126 points this season in the sec-
ond half.

The first half got underway 
quickly for the Dukes as forward 
Andrey Semenov swiftly took the 
tipoff down the court and sunk a 
jump shot for the early 2-0 lead. 
Another highlight came moments 
later when Davis took Hitch-
ens’ mid-air inbound pass and 
slammed it down for an alley-oop, 
giving the Dukes a 4-2 lead. 

The rest of the first half was 
marred with turnovers by both 
teams, and the Dukes shot 34 per-
cent from the field, making only 
three of 12 shots from beyond 
the arc. Davis got into foul trou-
ble early, combined with his four 
costly turnovers and spent the 
majority of the first half on the 
bench. Semenov had a team-high 
nine points after the first 20 min-
utes. The first half concluded with 
JMU winning 29-26.

JMU started the second half in 
the same quick fashion as the first 
half with five points from Davis 
and a three-pointer by Hitchens 
that gave the Dukes a nine-point 
lead. This resulted in a Kent State 
timeout, which was ultimately the 
turning point of the game. 

“When we’re down nine, and 
we called a timeout … in the hud-
dle our coach really rejoined us 

and wanted us to keep our com-
posure,” said Kent State forward 
Chris Evans. “We started fighting 
[for] the team, and we didn’t want 
to let go of the game.”

From this point on the Dukes 
were outscored, outworked and 
were making mistakes when han-
dling the ball.

“I thought that we played a very 
solid first half … and I thought we 
played really poorly in the second 
half … I think they out-toughed 
us more than anything else,” said 
JMU head coach Matt Brady. “I 
thought they were really good 
defensively, but we weren’t really 
sharp at either end [of the court].”

Kent State outscored the Dukes 
45-22 in the second half with a 
12-point effort from Evans. On top 
of that, the Golden Flashes scored 
26 second-half points in the paint 
and 13 points off JMU turnovers. 

“For us to be successful, we 
really need to guard [defensive-
ly], and I think we did a great 
job tonight especially in the sec-
ond half,” said KSU head coach 
Rob Senderoff. “Over time, if you 
continue to pressure them some-
times, [regular] shots become 
harder because they’re not in 
rhythm the way they would have 
been.”

Senior forward Julius Wells, the 
CAA’s active career leader with 
1,367 points scored, couldn’t find 
the bottom of the net and finished 
the night 0-11 from the field and 
0-3 from the three-point line. The 
team struggled to make its regular 
game-winning plays: shoot and 
make clutch three-pointers, have 
a huge second half from Davis, and 
give the ball to Hitchens who will 
make the game-winning shot as 
time expires. 

One thing that worked well for 
the Dukes was the use of freshman 
guard Arman Marks, who had an 
efficient night with a career-high 
10 points in only 16 minutes of 
playing time. 

The Dukes return to action 
Dec. 19 against The Citadel, 
which is coached by Chuck Dri-
esell, son of former JMU coach 
Charles “Lefty” Driesell, who 
took the Dukes to their last 
NCAA tournament in 1994. This 
will mark the return of guard 
Devon Moore to the lineup after 
his academic ineligibility issue. 

Contact Tony Schaffner 
at schaffaj@dukes.jmu.edu.

Midmajor teams to watch for this season

JMU falls to No. 8 ranked midmajor 
Kent State after a lopsided second half

By Chase Kiddy
contributing writer

Now that football is done and 
over with, we can all make the 
surprisingly difficult mental 
transition to basketball season.  
Once you’ve reminded yourself to 
look for new poll results one day 
later and adjusted yourself to the 
concept of actually meaningful 
games on a Wednesday night, we 
can all get on with the season.

If there’s one thing you can count 
on every year in basketball, it’s the 
same five or six programs that are 
light-years ahead of the other 300 
schools in Division I basketball.  I 
don’t mean to anoint the Duke 
Universities and University 
of Kentuckies of the world as 
unbeatable, but I do think it’s 
pretty hard to argue that coaching, 
recruiting and the intrinsic value 
of these bluebloods give them a 
consistently substantial leg up over 
other programs.  

So which nontraditional 
midmajor programs will bust 
through this year to challenge the 
familiar big boys?  It may only be 
early December, but I’ve got five 
teams for you to watch as we chug 
right on through nonconference 
play.

5. Middle Tennessee 
State University (Sun 

Belt Conference)
The Blue Raiders might not face 

too much talent in the Sun Belt 
or their own out-of-conference 
schedule, but it’s hard to deny 
a team that leads all of college 
basketball in field goal percentage 
and averages 80 points a game.  
They’ve nabbed notable wins at 
Loyola Marymount University and 
University of California Los Angeles; 
those wins will improve their 
potential seeding if they can beat 
out Denver for the Sun Belt title.  

A late-January showdown at 
Vanderbilt will show how dangerous 
this team can really be down the 
stretch. 

(Game to watch for: at 
Vanderbilt University, Jan. 28)

4. Kent State University 
(Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference)

 Kent State has a veteran team 
that knows how to close games and 
play as a team, as those of you who 
went to the Tuesday night game 
found out.  

This team has the schedule and 
the talent to play itself into the 
conversation for an at-large berth 
in the NCAA tournament this year, 
and that’s probably a good thing.  
As the University of Toledo and 
Ohio University are sniffing around 
with talented teams as well, the 
Mid-American Conference could be 

looking at a rare multibid season. 
(Game to watch for: at Utah 

State University, Dec. 22)

3. Cleveland State 
University (Horizon 
League) 

The Vikings are out to prove that 
the Horizon league’s recent success 
hasn’t been a flash in the plan.  All 
Cleveland State has done this year 
is upset a top 10 squad on the road 
in its opener and follow that up 
with quality wins against University 
of Rhode Island and fellow list 
member Kent State.  

Like the MAAC, the Horizon 
League wants to prove it’s also 
worthy of being a multibid 
conference this year.  Cleveland 
State is the obvious favorite, but 
Milwaukee could be a threat to 
the Vikings in the conference 
tournament.  

Don’t discount Butler University 
either, since we all seemed to last 
year, and look where that got them.  

(Game to watch for: Robert 
Morris University, Dec. 8)

  
2. Creighton University 
(Missouri Valley 
Conference)

Picked by ESPN in the preseason 
to be the midmajor team to beat 
this year, the undefeated Bluejays 
are actually ranked as high as 17th 
in some polls now.  They have wins 

over two teams from automatic 
qualifying leagues, with a third 
impressive win last year at San 
Diego State University.  Playing 
in the MVC has been no easy feat 
the last fear years, with teams 
like Wichita State University and 
Missouri State University really 
playing well, but this may be the 
year Creighton rises to the top.  

I doubt it runs the table in 
conference play, but a strong Valley 
record coupled with an impressive 
nonconference résumé puts the 
Bluejays in position to make a deep 
tournament run in March. 

(Game to watch for: at Wichita 
State, Dec. 31)

1. Harvard University 
(Ivy League)

Many of you might remember 
the Cornell University team from 
two years ago that maybe went a 
little underappreciated.  The Big 
Red got the last laugh though, as 
they joked their way into the Sweet 
Sixteen.  The no-scholarship group’s 
impressive run might have gone 
even further if they hadn’t run into 
John Wall’s Kentucky team.  

Why is that important?  Well, this 
year’s Harvard team is as good as 
that Ivy team, maybe even better.  
Poll voters finally relented and 
voted the Crimson into the Top 
25 after holding a ranked Florida 
State University team to 41 points.  

It beat a tough-minded Central 
Florida team and has a big litmus 
test this week at the University of 
Connecticut. 

(Game to watch for: at UConn, 
Dec. 8)

That’s all well and good for those 
teams, but now I have to address the 
elephant in the room:  since we’re 
talking midmajors, where does JMU 
fit into all of this?  

It’s hard to tell for sure while 
Devon Moore is out, but suffice 
to say that the 2011-12 hardcourt 
Dukes are still a work in progress.  
When they remember to play good 
defense, they’re completely capable 
of making a run at the CAA title. 
On the other hand, sloppy play and 
impatience can really undermine 
this team, as the Dukes went 6 of 
23 from behind the arc and turned 
the ball over 19 times in a 20-point 
home loss to Kent State on Tuesday 
night.  

It doesn’t matter.  I still believe 
in this team’s staying power.  If the 
Dukes can find better penetration 
in the lane and clean up the transi-
tion game (JMU had only 10 points 
off 23 Kent State turnovers), the 
Dukes should be a legitimate con-
ference threat for the title this year.

Contact Chase Kiddy at 
kiddyca@dukes.jmu.edu.

commentary

Projections of five teams that look prime to break out in a midmajor class that’s getting more competitive every year

Men’s Basketball (71-51)

Just out of REACH
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This 
ad space 
could be 
yours!

Your ad here!

Need Some Extra Money?
We Turn Your

TRASH Into
CASH

 Aluminum Cans
Brass

Copper
Insultaed Wire

Radiators
Catalytic Converters

Auto Parts
Cell Phones

&Check Our Website
For More!

We Buy:

Call for Special Prices on Large Quantities

Hours:
M-F: 9am-5pm
Sat: 9am-1pm

acebook/
RecycleManagement

Dukes Plaza Shopping Center
2173 S. Main St.
Harrisonburg, VA, 22801

Stanley Location
US HWY 340 Business West

Stanley, VA

(540) 908-3902 (540) 778-2424

 www.recyclemanagementllc.com 

We Dig the Dukes!
This 
ad space 
could be 
yours!

Your ad here!

We’re looking 
for a sports 

editor.
 we accept all 

majors and 
years.

email breezeeditor@gmail.com.

Diving deep
Junior diver Kim Helfrich placed first this weekend at the 

Big Al Invitational held in Princeton, N.J. in the 3-meter 
event. Helfrich also placed fourth at the Nike Cup, held at the 
University of North Carolina.

Helfrich has also represented the Dukes as the Colonial 
Athletic Association Diver of the Week twice.

Other divers have had success this season as well. Senior 
Nicole Jotso earned this past week’s CAA Diver of the Week 
award.

By Michelle Kaufman
MCT Campus

Anybody who still thinks 
professional soccer can’t 
make it in America may 
be in for a huge surprise 
upon reading the following 
sentence: Major League 
Soccer just concluded its 
16th season with a league-
record average attendance 
of 17,872, surpassing the 
NBA as the country’s third-
best attended professional 
league.

The NFL and Major 
League Baseball rank Nos. 
1-2.

The NBA was fourth with 
17,323 last season and the 
NHL was fifth with 17,132. 
Granted, the MLS numbers 
were boosted by the Seattle 
Sounders’ remarkable 
average of 38,496, but even 
if you take the Sounders out 
of the equation, MLS still 
averaged 16,659.

MLS attendance increased 
by 7.2 percent from 2010. 
Portland had 17 sellouts, 
Vancouver sold out seven 
and is increasing its stadium 
capacity for next season. 
And Kansas City, which 

had hovered around 10,000 
for much of its existence, 
jumped to 17,810 this year.

The league has grown 
from 10 teams in 1996 to 19 
this upcoming season with 
the addition of the Montreal 
Impact.

The numbers aren’t so 
good on the TV side. Ratings 
have grown but still lag far 
behind the other major 
U.S. leagues. ESPN/ESPN2 
broadcasts drew an average 
rating of 0.1 for its 26 MLS 
matches this season, which 
was a 15 percent increase 
from last season. Fox 
viewership for MLS rose 34 
percent to 75,000 per game.

Never was the TV gap 
more apparent when the 
MLS Cup championship 
game — featuring the Los 
Angeles Galaxy’s David 
Beckham and Landon 
Donovan — drew a 0.8 
rating going head-to-head 
against the NFL’s Giants-
Eagles game (14.0). Even 
more troubling for MLS 
executives is the fact that a 
replay of an English Premier 
League match between 
Chelsea and Liverpool that 
same afternoon drew a 1.5 

on Fox. 
Nevertheless, MLS has 

proved it’s absolutely 
a viable product with a 
growing audience. And 
there were plenty of people 
who wondered back in 1996 
whether the league would 
be able to survive with all 
the other sports in this 
country. Happy to report 
the answer is a resounding 
Y-E-S.

The Daily Mail (London) 
is reporting that Beckham, 
whose MLS contract 
expires at the end of this 
year, has been offered an 
18-month, $17.9 million 
deal to play for Paris Saint 
Germaine in France. English 
club Tottenham is also 
interested in the 36-year-old 
midfielder, but reportedly 
will not be able to match the 
PSG offer.

Beckham would leave 
MLS on a high, following the 
Galaxy’s 1-0 MLS Cup win 
over Houston. He has been 
asked for weeks about his 
future and hasn’t said one 
way or the other.

“I need to sit back and 
relax and enjoy this moment 
and decide what I’m going 

to do,” Beckham said. “I 
might talk in the past tense 
every now and again, but 
that doesn’t mean I’m not 
coming back. At the end 
of the day I need to decide 
what’s best for me, what’s 
best for the team and what’s 
best for my family. We’ll see. 
It’s been an amazing five 
years.”

Beckham proved his 
commitment to the Galaxy 
by his performance in 
the final, as he tore his 
hamstring earlier in the 
week and was battling a 
cold.

“David’s a champion,” 
Galaxy coach Bruce Arena 
said. “I’ve been around great 
athletes and competitors in 
my life in different sports, 
and this guy is as good 
as it comes. He has an 
unbelievable desire to win. 
He’s done it all now in every 
country he’s been in. What 
more can you say about a 
guy like this and what he’s 
brought to this organization 
and this league in five 
years? He gutted it out. He 
obviously wanted to be 
there. My hat is off to David.”

MLS attendance higher than other major sports 

brandon payne / the breeze



ZUMBATHON TO BENE-
FIT BOYS & GIRLS CLUB. 
December 10th, 6-8PM at 
Funky’s Skate Center. Admis-
sion is $10 donation.

MEET THAT SPECIAL 
SOMEONE! Join Now For 
Free and Get a Chance to Win 
a Free HDTV www.MyCustom-
Match.com/js413

SHOP  NOW!  Spec ia l 
Gifts,JMU Items,Vintage Jew-
elry, New Wooden Signs
The Shoppes at Mauzy Har-
risonburg 600A University 
Blvd. 433-1444

VOTE FOR THE WISHING 
WELL and you could win 
a $75 gift certificate! Visit 
“Love a Local Business” at 
thewishingwell.biz

SAY “THANKS” WITH 
FLOWERS from The Wishing 
Well. Local or out-of-town 
delivery. 243 Neff Ave. 908-
2333, online: TheWishingWell.
biz

WORK PART-TIME AND 
BUILD YOUR OWN BUSI-
NESS! Train with our local 
team. Call Nancy at 540-746-
3694 for more information.

DANCE INSTRUCTOR PO-
SITIONS FOR 2012-2013. 
Experience/References re-
quired. Call-540-810-3631 or 
433-7127

STUDENTS WELCOME 
TO FREE 1 TIME SAMPLE 
DANCE CLASS @ Dance 
& Company (next to Dave’s 
Downtown) www.dancenco.
com

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
OR PLAN FOR SPRING 
BREAK. Visit The Wishing 
Well for personal attention. 
243 Neff Ave, 908-2333

20% DISCOUNT FROM 
WWW.CUFFSMART. COM 
FOR JMU STUDENTS ON 
CUFF LINKS. Enter promo 
code JMUALUMS in check-
out page.

CORNHOLE BOARDS WITH 
BAGS JMU colors made2 or-
der $120 2x4ft tournament 
size great for tailgating call 
540-520-2424 will deliver

THE HEALING TOUCH
Relax~Rejuvenate~Revitaliz
e~Massage, Facials, Makeup, 
Waxing, 
Spray Tanning 540.434.8892 
1966 Evelyn Byrd harrison-
burgmassage.com Specials 
Online

F R E E  P R E G N A N C Y 
TESTING WITH NURSE 
CONSULTATION. Harri-
sonburg Pregnancy Center 
- harrisonburgpregnancy.org 
540-434-0685

OMARGE MEDIA is a wed-
ding videography business 
which offers packages at 
competitive rates. To learn 
more check out www.omarge.
com.

NEED A PHOTOGRAPHER? 
Portraits, event photography, 
and more. Contact Sarah at 
sarahderrphoto@gmail.com.

XTREME 15 AIRBRUSH 
TANNING. Book NOW for 
your Graduation Tan! Best 
Prices and Most Experience. 
540-908-5258 Xtreme15.
com

STUDENTS, FACULTY, 
STAFF: There’s a place for 
you at Asbury United Meth-
odist Church. Come join us! 
www.asburyumc.cc

ATHENA CLEANING: Ex-
perienced GREEN cleaning, 
non-toxic products. Homes, 
apartments, offices. Discount 
for repeat service. I return all 
calls. www.athenacleaning.
com. 540-879-2827

PERSONAL TRAINING. Mike 
Martin, MS, CSCS. Train like 
an athlete with high intensi-
ty training that gets results. 
(540) 421-0360

CHRISTMAS TREES $15.00 
ONLY MARTINS PLAZA BE-
SIDE RED LOBSTER. BEST 
PRICE IN TOWN

THIRTY-ONE GIFTS! Per-
sonalized, unique products 
for every occasion! Purses, 
wallets, totes and more! 
Kelli Sprague, Independent 
Consultant 540.908.0812/
KelliSprague31@gmail.com

S&K SMALL ENGINES- 
Service of all outdoor power 
equipment. You Break It, We 
Fix It! Pick up/delivery avail-
able. 540-896-2167

COMPUTER REPAIR AND 
TROUBLESHOOTING. Virus 
and spyware removal. Experi-
ence with Apple and Rosetta 
Stone. 540-433-2392. justin-
loe@gmail.com

TUTORING: $20/hr subjects: 
economics, biology, psychol-
ogy, US and World history. 
Credentials: Johns Hopkins 
graduate work (ongoing). 
justinloe (at) gmail.com

EXPERIENCED TUTOR IN 
ALL ASPECTS OF ENG-
LISH LANGUAGE teaching, 
including ESL, writing, gram-
mar.Individualized lesson 
plans and dedicated teaching. 
Published technical (medical) 
writer with Master’s Degree 
in Information/Library Sci-
ence. No charge for initial 
consultation. Please contact 
Margot at 540-434-5126 or 
m-heffernan@comcast.net

PART TIME WORK Great 
Pay Immediate FT/PT open-
ings, no exp. nec, all ages 17+, 
(434)244-0772 All majors 
welcome. www.worknowctv.
com

CAREGIVERS NEEDED TO 
SUPERVISE CHILDREN’S 
GROUPS ON CAMPUS, May 
28-June 3, after 3:40 p.m. 
Minimum wage. Call w/ refer-
ences: 540-810-3631.

INTERNSHIP OPPOR-
TUNITY FOR ITALIAN 
TRANSLATOR to work for 
local firm with international 
clients. Contact Liz at 540-
437-3728 or lworkman@
lee-and-assoc.com

!!!BARTENDER!!! $250/Day 
Potential. No Experience Nec-
essary. Training Available. 
1-800-965-6520 EXT212

GUARANTEED INTERN-
SHIPS: 11 cities worldwide! 
Email Stefan Peierls for more 
information peierlst@dukes.
jmu.edu. “Like” the JMU 
Dream Careers Facebook 
page!

TV FOR SALE. Hitachi 54 
inch flat screen, very good 
condition. $450 or best 
offer. Contact Trinda at 
540.810.4156

FREE FLOOR SPACE WITH 
TIMBERNEST BED LOFT All 
parts/instructions included. 
Used 1 yr.-paid $320-ask-
ing $250 Call  or text: 
540-282-9292

COLEMAN QUICKBED 4-in-1 
King/Twin airbed with rechar-
gable pump. New in box. $50 
leave message at 433-0242

BIG BABY TAYLOR ACOUS-
TIC GUITAR $600 Includes 
case, electric tuner, extra 
strings and other accesso-
ries. Great Christmas gift. 
erines378@yahoo.com

CAT MISSING: Long haired 
black cat, very friendly. Miss-
ing since 10/26. Signs all over 
S. Main. Call 540 850-4514

4BRM/4BA ALL PRIVATE-
CAMPUS VIEW CONDOS 
$470.00 furnished and utili-
ties included start 8/15/12 
434-7779 Pool and fitness 
area

2BR 2.5BA TOWNHOUSE 
IN BEACON HILL FOR 
RENT, close to JMU, $900/
month. Available starting De-
cember 1. Call 540.405.1279 
for info

FURNISHED NEW ONE 
BDRM/BATH APT. 30 min. 
from Harrisonburg $400/mo 
plus electric/ref and deposit. 
call 5402461314

UNIVERSITY FIELDS APT. 
FOR RENT SPRING 2012. 
First month rent FREE. $370 
month. 3 male roommates. 
contact fitzgefj@dukes.jmu.
edu

NEWLY REMODELED, 
HUNTERS RIDGE. Nicely 
furnished 2 bedroom, 2 
baths, second floor apt. 
$760. Save gas, walk to JMU. 
540-241-5614

SUB-LEASER NEEDED 
FOR SPRING 2012 SEMES-
TER. 3person townhouse in 
CopperBeech,2 cool clean 
roommates with friendly dog. 
vasquekn@dukes.jmu.edu for 
more info/questions.

1BR/1BTH APT FOR RENT 
DECEMBER 2011..IDEAL 
FOR A GRADUATE STU-
DENT: washer/dryer in unit: 
dishwasher: patio: pet friend-
ly (Harrisonburg)brown3sm@
dukes.jmu.edu

FOXHILL TOWNHOMES 
AVAILABLE FOR 2012-13 
YR! 4BR, 2BA, $395mo. 
Contact Liz with Lee & Asso-
ciates, (540)437-3728.

BRING ALL OFFERS! 
$159,900 in city. 3BR, 2BA, 
1687 SF. Leila Longcor, Old 
Dominion Realty 246-5501

3BR, 2BA, 1673 SF HOME 
IN CITY. 1/2 acre lot adjoins 
campus. John Bowman, Old 
Dominion Realty, 271-2178

REDUCED - $174,900! 3BR, 
2.5BA bungalow. Walk to 
campus, nicely updated. Leila 
Longcor, Old Dominion Realty 
246-5501

2.5 ACRES, MINUTES 
FROM HARRISONBURG. 
Great view, small pond, nice 
trees, conventional septic. 
$115,000 John Bowman, Old 
Dominion Realty 271-2178

DEVON LANE TOWNHOME. 
Available 2012-13. Three 
Bedroom, 1.5 Bath. Well main-
tained property with private 
yard. Walk to campus! 540-
435-7861, 540-435-7339

STUDENT- FRIENDLY, 
4-5 BEDROOM HOUSE, 
LEASING FOR AUG. 2012-
2013. 8 blocks/JMU. Nice 
yard w/garden plot & am-
ple parking. $1600/month. 
Call-540-810-3631

6-BEDROOM HOUSE. Large 
rooms and yard. A/C, W/D, pet 
friendly, great location. 540-
908-8757. $399/person. 
www.castleproperty.com

HOUSE FOR 2012-2013. 
4-5 bedrooms. 2 kitchens. 3 
blocks from JMU campus,off-
street parking.$1600/month. 
540-810-3631

FOXHILL TOWNHOME fur-
nished, 4-BR, 2-BA, 2 living 
areas, W/D, AC, DW. Great 
location! 8/12-7/13. $395/per-
son. Call Craig 703-743-1757 
Email jillcraig@comcast.net

1 ROOMMATE TO FILL 
4-BEDROOM COPPER 
BEECH TOWNHOUSE FOR 
SPRING-SUMMER 2012. 
$439/month plus utilities 
with fees covered. turneral@
dukes.jmu.edu

TOWNHOUSE AVAILABLE 
2012-13, 3-bedroom/2.5 
bath, Quiet location, Mt. 
View Drive, near cam-
pus-downtown-shopping. 
AC/W&D/Deck. $925/month. 
Year-lease, begins summer. 
Privately owned/maintained/
managed. 540-908-8923

1338 DEVON LANE TOWN-
HOUSE FOR RENT. 3 Bed, 
3.5 Bath. $400 per room, 
furnished.

5 BEDROOM APART-
MENT: Great Downtown/
Memorial Hall location. $349/
person. Free Internet, Free 
Cable, A/C, W/D. Pet Friend-
ly. www. castleproperty.com 
540-908-8757

THREE GIRLS NEED ROOM-
MATE TO FILL AWESOME 
DOWNTOWN HOUSE NEXT 
YEAR! Beautiful place, only 
$325 per month! Interested? 
Email noble3sl@dukes.jmu.
edu.

3 GIRLS LOOKING FOR A 
4TH ROOMATE IN PHEAS-
ANT RUN ($405 A MONTH) 
FOR 2012-13 must like dogs. 
Contact breazicr@dukes.jmu.
edu

SEEKING 4TH ROOMMATE 
AT FOXHILL TOWNHOME. 
Currently occupied by 3 
males. Available immediately. 
Contact Liz with Lee & Asso-
ciates, (540)437-3728.

THREE GIRLS LOOKING 
FOR ONE MORE ROOM-
MATE. Campus View Private 
bedroom/bath.Furnished 
and utilities included. call 
434-7779

NOW AVAILABLE! 2/3BR 
renovated downtown apart-
ments on corner of W. 
Wolfe/Chicago Ave. Contact 
Liz at Lee & Associates. 
540-437-3728.

APARTMENT IN SOUTH-
VIEW WITH THREE OTHER 
FEMALE ROOMMATES. 
$469/ month + utilities. Nice 
and affordable

241 WEST VIEW ST. 7 BED-
ROOMS 3 baths. $350 per 
room available for Fall 2012. 
Email: sstein@landlord4rent.
com

$455 NORTH 38 APART-
MENT!  SHORT-TERM 
LEASE! Daniel Mann e-mail/
call 804-432-2510/manntp@
verizon.net!

NEED SUBLEASE FOR 
SOUTHVIEW APART-
MENTS. Four bedrooms, 
each with private bathroom. 
Three other female room-
mates. $464/month including 
utilities

SUNCHASE- ROOM FOR 
RENT FOR JUNE 21, 
2012-AUGUST 21, 2012. 
$455/MO. PRICE NEGOTIA-
BLE. Contact magnusen@
dukes.jmu.edu!

NORTH 38 SPRING 2011 
SUBLEASER NEEDED! 
$370 ALL utilities included. 1 
bedroom, private bathroom. 
Clubhouse access. Contact 
Tina: (540)8506170 castiltj@
dukes.jmu.edu

COPPER BEECH FOR 
SPRING 2012. 2BR Room-
mate is cool junior. Fully 
Furnished. Private Bath. 
Clean house. Contact soon 
mickeltk@dukes.jmu.edu

CAMPUSVIEW APART-
MENT MAY 5-AUGUST 15, 
2012. ONE ROOM, PRIVATE 
BATH. UTILITIES AND FURNI-
TURE INCLUDED $400/MO. 
PRICE NEGOTIABLE. mag-
nusen@dukes.jmu.edu

2 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE 
IN 4 BEDROOM COPPER 
BEECH TOWNHOME. Janu-
ary to the end of July. Contact 
turneral@dukes.jmu.edu

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
IN COPPER BEECH AVAIL-
ABLE FOR THE SPRING 
2012 SEMESTER. Contact 
oppermrs@dukes.jmu.edu for 
more information.

3 BDRM, 11/2 BATH TOWN-
HOUSE, NEAR JMU, AUG. 
2012, $975.00. University 
Court.

NEED PLACE FOR SPRING 
SEMESTER? Room sub-
lease available in North 
38- amazing conditions! 
Rates negotiable; email no-
ble3sl@dukes.jmu.edu for 
more information.

GIRL NEEDED-SPRING 
2012 SUBLEASE IN THE 
COMMONS! Rent: $410/
month, utilities included. 
Contact Liz for info! reaeb@
dukes.jmu.edu

NORTH 38 SUBLEASE! 
$475 Call or e-mail Dan-
iel Mann! 804-432-2010/
manntp@verizon.net! Thanks!

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE 
TO SUBLET A ROOM IN MY 
CURRENT TOWNHOUSE 
NEXT SEMESTER JAN 
2012! contact chastkce@
dukes.jmu.edu!

SUNCHASE APARTMENT 
FOR SUBLEASE. $455/
month. Spring 2012 Semes-
ter. Email Laura at rosenbla@
dukes.jmu.edu for more 
details.
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How to Place an Ad    Visit: www.breezejmu.org/classifieds

5 Easy Steps!
   Step 1: Select Log In from the menu.
   Step 2: Register as a new user. 
   Step 3: Once Logged in, select 
     “Place New Ad” from menu. 

Payment Options:
Major Credit Cards: MasterCard, 
Visa, Discover, American Express
Cash 
Check

Online: All classified ads are also placed on The Breeze website at no additional cost. 

Deadlines: 
Monday Issue: Friday 12PM
Thursday Issue: Tuesday 5PM

 Step 4: Fill in the online form. 
 Step 5: Select “Click Here to Submit 
               Your Ad” for payment and review

Questions? Call 568-6127
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close to campus—walk to class + private bedrooms + fully furnished apartments + washer & dryer included + all-inclusive living

apply online @ jmstudenthousing.com | 540.438.3835 | 869 B Port Republic Rd

pet friendly beginning fall 2012 • new optional utility package

low rates
new

@ $359

scan & like
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2011-12 BASKETBALL SEASON
>> Men’s SCHEDULE <<

•	 Dec. 19 vs. The Citadel
•	 Dec. 22 @ George Washington
•	 Dec. 29 vs. Rhode Island — EA 

Sports Holiday Classic @ UCF
•	 Dec. 30 vs. Stetson/University 

of Central Florida — EA Sports 
Holiday Classic @ UCF

•	 Jan. 2 vs. Old Dominion
•	 Jan. 4 @ William & Mary
•	 Jan. 7 vs. Northeastern
•	 Jan. 9 vs. Hampton
•	 Jan. 12 @ Virginia 

Commonwealth university 
•	 Jan. 14 vs. George Mason
•	 Jan. 18 @ UNiversity of north 

carolina-Wilmington
•	 Jan. 21 vs. Hofstra
•	 Jan. 23 @ Georgia State 
•	 Jan. 26 vs. William & Mary

•	 Jan. 28 @ George Mason  
•	 Jan. 30 @ East Tennessee State
•	 Feb. 2 @ Old Dominion 
•	 Feb. 4 vs. Delaware
•	 Feb. 8 vs. Drexel 
•	 Feb. 11 @ Towson
•	 Feb. 14 vs. Georgia State
•	 Feb. 17-18 ESPN BracketBusters @ 

TBA
•	 Feb. 22 @ Drexel
•	 Feb. 25 vs. Towson 
•	 March 2 First Round CAA 

Championship 
•	 March 3 Quarterfinals CAA 

Championship
•	 March 4 Semifinals CAA 

Championship
•	 March 5 Championship CAA 

Championship

•	 Today @ Maine 
•	 Dec. 18 vs. Central 

Connecticut
•	 Dec. 20 @ UVA 
•	 Dec. 29 vs. Richmond @ Lehigh 

Christmas Classic
•	 Dec. 30 vs. Rhode Island @ 

Lehigh Christmas Classic
•	 Jan. 3 vs. Duquesne 
•	 Jan. 5 vs. VCU 
•	 Jan. 8 vs. Georgia State
•	 Jan. 12 vs. Drexel
•	 Jan. 15 vs. Towson 
•	 Jan. 19 @ Hofstra 

•	 Jan. 22 vs. William & Mary
•	 Jan. 26 vs. Georgia State
•	 Jan. 29 vs. Delaware 
•	 Feb. 1 @ ODU
•	 Feb. 5 vs. George Mason 
•	 Feb. 9 @ Drexel 
•	 Feb. 12 @ VCU 
•	 Feb. 16 vs. UNCW
•	 Feb. 19 @ Northeastern 
•	 Feb. 23 vs. Hofstra
•	 Feb. 26 vs. Old Dominion 
•	 Feb. 29 @ George Mason 
•	 March 8 @ TBA CAA 

Championship

>> woMen’s SCHEDULE <<
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STONEGATEHOUSING.COM
extra 1/2 bath in common area + private bedrooms & bathrooms

optional utility package + short distance to campus through the arboretum

 540.442.4496 • 1820 PUTTER COURT • HARRISONBURG, VA 22801

see office for details. rates, fees, deadlines and utilities included are subject to change.

new low rates 
@ $439

pet friendly beginning fall 2012

DO YOU LOVE SPORTS?
Prove it. Apply to be a Sports Editor and get perks like paid 

game-day travel, interview opportunities and press box seats.

Email breezeeditor@gmail.com for more information.

THE BREEZE IS 
LOOKING FOR 

A LIFE EDITOR! 

Email 
BREEZEEDITOR@GMAIL.COM 

for more information.
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 A FAMILY GAME
By Stephen Proffitt
The Breeze

 Redshirt junior A.J. Davis knows the 
power of family.

A Columbus, Ohio, native, Davis picked 
up the game of basketball 

at age 7 at a recreation 
center where his 

father worked. 
   	 “ I  t o o k  i t 

as just  playing 
around and keep-
ing me entertained 

as a youngster, but 
as I got older I found it 

fun, interesting, and it kept 
me out of trouble, and I just ran 

with it,” Davis said.
 	

Unlike most athletes who find inspira-
tion in big-time players, Davis found that 
motivation from his family.

“More than anything I was a big fan of 
my father and his brother, my uncle,” Davis 
said. “They were a big part of me staying 
focused on basketball. They showed me 
scrapbooks from when they used to play, 
and it inspired me to do the same thing.”

This year’s men’s basketball team is 
different in that three of the five starters 
all grew up playing basketball together. 
Davis, senior guard Humpty Hitchens and 
redshirt junior guard Devon Moore were 
often on teams with and against each other 
in Ohio.

“All my life I knew A.J. could never shoot,” 
Hitchens said, laughing after Monday’s 
practice. “He can shoot now. He found his 
shot. Players are going to have to pick their 
poison. Either, you’re going to stay off him 
and he’s going to shoot, or you’re going to 
get up on him and he’s going to dunk on 
you.”

With Davis’ improvements over the 
years, Hitchens has come to place great 

trust in Davis. 
“He’s a player that I have 

faith in,” Hitchens said. 
“Someone with con-
fidence, somebody 
that can make plays. 

He’s a winner.” 
Moore and 

D a v i s  a r e 
cousins who 

grew up 
togeth-

er 

playing basketball in Columbus. Davis 
attended Linden McKinley High School 
while Moore went to Northland just down 
the street.

“We played each other twice in four 
years,” Davis said. “When we played, it was 
like a competition between us. Two cousins 
on opposing teams.”

Despite the rivalry, the more important 
thing for the cousins was the strong pres-
ence of family in the stands. 

“It’s a real big thing for the both of us,” 
Davis said. “We’re very family-oriented. 
That’s just how we were raised.”

Davis also played wide receiver and 
free safety at Linden McKinley, garnering 
attention from both football and basketball 
recruiters. Davis had a decision to make. 

Valuing his father and uncle’s advice, he 
stuck with basketball. It was in the Ohio 
Amateur Athletic Union circuit when Wyo-
ming began recruiting him. Davis averaged 
2.8 points and 12 minutes per game in 
his freshman season with the Cowboys. 
Sophomore year, he averaged more than 
10 points per game.

But family issues toward the end of the 
season made Davis wonder if he was really 
in the right place.

“There was some family stuff back home 
that forced me to lose focus on the game,” 
Davis said, though he wouldn’t elaborate.

As he was raised, Davis turned to his 
family for advice. Moore told him he would 
have a great opportunity at JMU and that 
head coach Matt Brady thought highly of 
him.

“The main focus for me was being close 
to home to my family and being at a school 
where I knew somebody else,” Davis said.

Davis scored both of these things after 
transferring to JMU.

“The relationship between Devon and 
A.J. was instrumental in him picking JMU,” 

Brady said. “A.J. brings a lot to our team. No 
doubt about it.”

The transition has been a great success 
for Davis and the Dukes so far. He currently 
averages 21 points per game, five rebounds 
a game and 32 minutes of playing time.

Davis’ play has earned him No. 15 in the 
NCAA’s rank of points per game. The guard 
also shoots more than 54 percent from 
three-point range, something he accred-
its to his hard work as a redshirt last year.

“My redshirt year, the only thing I really 
did was shoot,” Davis said. 

Brady has high hopes for Davis’ 
improvement. 

“I think he’s going to continue to devel-
op as a player,” Brady said. “He’s certainly 
been able to bridge the gap for us in terms 
of scoring.”

Davis majors in social work, which he 
hopes to use to give others what he’s had 
his whole life. 

“Where I come from, a lot of young guys 
tend to go down the wrong path,” Davis 
said. “I want to give back to my communi-
ty and be a guidance for young black males 
who don’t have a lot growing up, but really 
don’t have a male role model or father fig-
ure in their life.”

Whether it involves the NBA or social 
work, Davis has a plan after graduating.

“I want to play at the next level, the NBA 
if I’m blessed with the situation of being 
drafted,” Davis said. “Hopefully I will, but 
if not I want to get my degree and go into 
social work or coaching at some level.”

But before all that, Davis hopes to lead 
the Dukes to a successful season this year. 

“The sky is the limit for us, and every 
game counts in our season,” Davis said. 
“It can predict our future in March.”  

Contact Stephen Proffitt at 
proffijs@dukes.jmu.edu.

Without his father, uncle and cousin, redshirt guard A.J. Davis says he wouldn’t be where he is today

POSITION: guard
HEIGHT: 6’6”
YEAR: redshirt junior
HOMETOWN: Columbus, Ohio
MAJOR: social work

>> A.J. DAVIS
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PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY

universityfields.com

1191 Devon Lane, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

TEXT “Fields” to 47464  •  540-432-1001

University

Fields
AT  P O R T  R O A D
S t u d e n t  A p a r t m e n t s

It’s not college
until you live here!

Go Dukes!

the BASKETBALL boys
By Carleigh Davis
The Breeze

Nine years with nine 
straight Colonial Athlet-
ic Association tournament 
appearances is a feat for 
any coach, but it happens 
to be one of the many major 
accomplishments that wom-
en’s basketball head coach 
Kenny Brooks has made while 
coaching at JMU.

Brooks, a Waynesboro 
native, is a ’92 alumnus and 
played basketball for three 
years under the legendary 
coach Charles “Lefty” Dries-
ell. Brooks has a bachelor’s 
degree in business manage-
ment and became a part-time 
assistant coach for men’s 

basketball team, but left to be 
an assistant coach at Virginia 
Military Institute in the latter 
half of 1994. Brooks returned 

to coach for the men’s team 
in 1998 before switching to 

see Brooks, page 6

Women’s coach Kenny Brooks wins games, breaks records Men’s coach Matt Brady brings success, controversy

By David Barton
The Breeze

Matt Brady’s relatively 
short career as a men’s col-
lege basketball coach has been 
complimented with winning 
albeit stained with scandal.

Before he was announced 
head coach, Brady was an 
assistant coach at Rhode Island 
University, Wagner College and 
Saint Joseph’s University and 
was key to numerous NCAA 
tournament appearances. 

Brady was hired as the head 
coach at Marist College in 2004. 
He was a winner at Marist, fin-
ishing with a record of 73-50. 
Brady led the Red Foxes to their 
first ever postseason appear-
ance in the National Invitation 

Tournament and won the 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Con-
ference championship in his 
third year. 

His exemplary first per-
formance as a head coach 

see Brady, page 6

Kenny Brooks has nine winning seasons at JMU. He’s led the 
women’s team to two straight CAA titles the past two seasons.

griffin harrington / contributing photographer

Coach Matt Brady tries to explain to the men’s basketball team a 
proper way to run a play. The Dukes are currently 4-2, 1-0 CAA.

griffin harrington / contributing photographer
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Following in a 
champion’s footsteps

By Emmie Cleveland
The Breeze

Junior Tarik Hislop has stepped into a 
new position on the women’s basketball 
team this season: quarterback. 

Or its equivalent, at least. 
“The point guard position’s kind of like 

a quarterback,” Hislop said. “You have to 
know where everyone has to be. It starts 

with you executing the play. Your 
teammates look to you to be the 
coach on the floor, to be an exten-

sion of the coach.”
Hislop has stepped over from 

shooting guard to point guard, a 
position vacated after standout 
Dawn Evans graduated last year.

“I don’t think she’s trying 
to fill Dawn Evans’ shoes,” said 
head coach Kenny Brooks. “She 
might be playing the same posi-
tion, but trying to fill Dawn Evans’ 
shoes, that’s a monumental task, 
just because of everything Dawn 
accomplished.”

Playing in Evans’ shadow 
doesn’t intimidate Hislop.

“We all know that Dawn is a 
great player, but it motivates me 
because I want to continue

that legacy,” Hislop said. “I 
want to leave here with four 

championships, and it motivates 
me to keep the trend going.”

Her teammates agree 
and are impressed with her 

work so far this season. 
“She wasn’t expected to come in and do 

what Dawn did last year,” junior guard/for-
ward Nikki Newman said. “But what she’s 
done so far, being a vocal leader and just 
leading on the court, she’s done a lot. And I 
think she’s taking on what she’s been asked 
to do very well so far.”

Newman said Hislop seems to be han-
dling the pressure well.

“I know it has to be a lot of pressure,” 
Newman said. “I think one of the best 
things about her is that she’s taking it all 
really well. It’s not like she got nervous 
about being put in that position. She 
stood up to it and wanted to become that 
person.”

Hislop is averaging a team-high of 16.5 
points in more than 35 minutes of play per 
game. But Hislop can’t — and doesn’t — 
just concentrate on herself anymore.

“Not only does she have to worry about 
what she has to do, she has to worry about 
what everyone else has to do,” Brooks said. 
“In the last two years, playing with Dawn, 
she was able to sit over on the wing and just 
worry about what Tarik Hislop was sup-
posed to do. But now, moving over to the 
point guard spot, she has to worry about 
what Tarik has to do, what Nikki has to do 
and [Lauren] Whitehurst has to do and so 
on and so forth.” 

In addition to running the offense, His-
lop also has a more intangible role: She was 
named one of the captains this season.

“It’s an honor when your teammates 
have high expectations of you, and it’s a 
responsibility that I take very seriously,” 
she said. “I want to lead this team the best 
way that I can so that we can do big things.”

Hislop is working on her court vision, 
recognizing when to get her teammates 
the ball and what shots to take herself.

see Hislop, page 7

Junior Tarik Hislop takes women’s basketball team 
by the reins after Dawn Evans’ graduation

BROOKS | 100 
records while coach

BRADY | Was 
involved in lawsuit

from page 5

women’s basketball in 2002.
Since Brooks became head coach in 2003, the 

Dukes have had six straight years going into the 
postseason tournaments like the Women’s National 
Invitation Tournament and the NCAA tournament.

While coach, 100 school records have been 
broken; the Dukes have beaten two Sweet Sixteen 
teams in the NCAA tournament, and Brooks has 
six straight 20-win seasons. 

Brooks has been named Virginia Coach of the 
Year twice (2007, 2010) and CAA Coach of the Year 
in 2007.

Although picked to finish third in the CAA, the 
team has shown an impressive ability to reap suc-
cess even after losing two star players (Dawn Evans 
and Lauren Jimenez) and has a 5-1, 0-1 CAA record, 
losing its only game to Towson University. 

Brooks and the Dukes look to finish the 
season by breaking attendance records 
for the fifth time in the past six years.

Contact Carleigh Davis at 
breezesports@gmail.com.

from page 5

captured the interest of larger schools; he was 
hired by JMU in 2008. During his first year with 
the Dukes, he led them to a 21-15 season, JMU’s 
first winning season in nine years. 

But these victories came with some baggage. 
Marist launched a lawsuit against Brady in 2008 

for allegedly stealing four recruits and bringing 
them to JMU. This broke his contract with Marist 
that said he wouldn’t be allowed to contact recruits 
after he left his position as the Red Foxes’ coach. 
After two years, the New York Supreme Court ruled 
in favor of Marist. 

Three players, including Trevon Flores, Andrey 
Semenov, Julius Wells and former player Alvin 
Brown, were the recruits involved.

Brady has yet to make any impact in postseason 
play, with two early exits from postseason tourna-
ments. This year has started off well with a win over 
Hofstra, who is predicted to do well in the CAA.

Contact David Barton at 
breezesports@gmail.com.

>> TARIK HISLOP
POSITION: guard
HEIGHT: 5’7”
YEAR: junior
HOMETOWN: Silver Spring, Md.
MAJOR: sports management
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SIGNING SUCCESS
By EMMIE CLEVELAND
The Breeze

When JMU women’s basketball 
coach Kenny Brooks watched a local 
high school basketball game three 
years ago, he didn’t know three of 
his future players were on the court.

Junior guard/forward Nikki New-
man and sophomore guard Kirby 
Burkholder came from Turner 
Ashby High School in Harrisonburg. 

� e third is Angela “Mu� ” Mick-
ens, a point guard from Staunton 
and one of JMU’s  recruiting 
class.

Mickens is joined by guard Pre-
cious Hall (Tallahassee, Fla.) and 
forward Destiny Jones (Miramar, 
Fla.). The trio make up the No.  
mid-major recruiting class, accord-
ing to ESPN.

“� at’s someone’s opinion, and 
we’re � attered,” Brooks said. “But 
we didn’t recruit those kids so that 
ESPN could say they were great. We 
recruited them because we felt like 
they � t our program.”

Last year’s recruiting class was 
ranked th of mid-major schools 
in the country by ESPN. But Brooks 
prefers not to judge any year’s class 
until its tenure is completed. 

Brooks hopes the -foot--inch 
Mickens will add some stability 
and eventual leadership to the point 
guard position. ESPN ranked her as 
the No.  recruit overall and No.  
at guard. 

“She plays a style of basketball 
that we like — up-tempo, great dis-
tributor,” Brooks said. “She makes 
her teammates better.”

Junior point guard Tarik Hislop 
is looking forward to having a little 
help.

“We have ‘Mu� ’ coming in,” she 
said. “She’s a point guard and shoot-
ing guard. So she’ll help me bring 
the ball up, take some pressure o�  
of me.”

Mickens garnered second-team 
All-State recognition in  and 
� rst-team All-State recognition in 
 and . 

Hall was ranked the No.  recruit 

in the guard position by ESPN. She 
was on the Group A All-State team 
last year.

“She has a college-ready body 
already,” Brooks said. “She’s a strong 
kid. She just has a great understand-
ing of the game, and I think that 
she’ll come in and contribute for us 
right away.” 

Jones is a -foot power forward 
who was ranked the No.  recruit 
at the forward position by ESPN. She 
was named to the Group A All-State 
second team last year. 

“She’s very versatile,” Hislop said. 
“She’s an undersized post player, 
but she’ll bring quickness. She can 
rebound. She can run the � oor.”

But much more goes into it than 
just recruiting the best players in the 
nation, Brooks explained.

“Every year you have to re-eval-
uate because you have to look and 
see what you already have in the pot, 
so to speak,” he said. “If you already 
have two shooters, then you prob-
ably don’t want to go get another 
shooter. You might want to get a post 

player … We don’t just go after the 
best players, we go after the people 
who are going to � t — � t our needs 
and what we’re trying to do.”

Because Brooks is never scared to 
play freshmen, the class might have 
the opportunity to contribute right 
o�  the bat.

“If you play hard and you’re 
skilled enough to be on the court, 
Coach Brooks has no problem put-
ting you on the � oor,” Hislop said. 
“So that will just bring a lot more 
weapons for us, and it will be harder 
for other teams to guard us.” 

Brooks also has something a little 
extra to o� er his recruits: stability. In 
September, his contract was extend-
ed through .

“It helps recruiting because the 
kids know that the administra-
tion believes in you, that you’re 
contracted to be their coach until 
they graduate,” he said. “So in 
this day and age, it means a lot.”

CONTACT Emmie Cleveland 
at clevelej@gmail.com.

ESPN recognizes talent of home-grown batch of recruits, placing them at top of rankings 

HISLOP | ‘I just feel like she’s getting better and better’

Junior guard Tarik Hislop lays up one of her 138 total fi eld goals this season.

from page 6

Brooks has seen exponential 
improvement already.

“Tarik has done a fabulous job 
just maturing into the point guard 
role,” he said. “I’ve been very, very 
excited about what she’s done. Even 
in the last two weeks I’ve seen her 
grown leaps and bounds — just her 
� oor game, understanding what I 
want to get accomplished, what she 
has to do, what kind of tempo the 
team needs to have.”
At American University on Nov. 
, Hislop scored a career-high 
of  points, including the game-
winning � nal � ve points in double 
overtime. 

� e week after, JMU hosted Mid-
dle Tennessee State University. 
Brooks said Hislop had one of her 

best games this season, running 
the show well and playing solid 
defense. � e Dukes won - to 
avenge last year’s loss. 

Brooks said her most impres-
sive game was probably � ursday’s 
game against Liberty University. 
Hislop made important shots when 
the team needed them and totaled 
 points. 

“All three of those games were 
very good,” Brooks said. “I just feel 
like she’s getting better and better 
in every game.”

� e Dukes (-) travel to the Uni-
versity of Maine on � ursday before 
returning home to host Central Con-
necticut State University on Dec. 
. CCSU is - so far this season.

CONTACT Emmie Cleveland 
at clevelej@dukes.jmu.edu.

EBEN KNOWLTON / THE BREEZE
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Nôrth 38

Nov 28TH – Dec 21st 
NO APPLICATION FEE, ADMINISTRATIVE FEE, 
OR SECURITY DEPOSIT. LIMITED TIME OFFER

RATES 
STARTING AT $465

Don’t fight the traffic on Port Republic Road

540.908.2812
NORTH38APTS.COM    

1190 MERIDIAN CIRCLE, HARRISONBURG, VA                                               

LARGER ELECTRIC CAP THAN ANY OTHER! 
ALL INCLUSIVE LIVING!


