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Gold medal drive
Softball legend Jennie Finch teams up with JMU coach Mickey Dean to host camp

Aspen Heights installs
fence and enacts
policies to fight party

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

Until the permanent fence can be
completed, a temporary one was built
around the perimeter of the complex.
By ELIZABETH DSURNEY
The Breeze

Aspen Heights was eerily quiet this
weekend. Residents didn’t overflow
into the streets in masses. The thriving, wild party scene in the complex
has been brought to a sudden halt.
Since late August, more than 1,000
students each night flocked to the
gated community to party into the early
hours of the morning.
This past weekend, armed police
officers shined flashlights around
cars entering Aspen, making sure that
everyone in the car was a resident. Port
Republic was backed up as authorities
were thoroughly checking each vehicle.
A letter was posted on Aspen Heights
residents’ doors last Thursday, stating new rules and regulations for all
residents, including only two allowed
visitors at a time who must be checked
in. To enforce these rules, a temporary
chain-link fence has been built.
Rockingham County sheriff’s deputies have responded to over 25 calls to
the property since Aug. 25. The majority of the calls have been on Friday and
Saturday nights and include noise and
drug violations, larceny, drunk in public and two emergency medical service
calls.
Dale Diaz, a 66-year-old JMU alumna, lives near Aspen Heights and
supports the new restrictions.
“I enjoy having a good time, but not
at the expense of others,” Diaz said.
“Aspen Heights residents need to be
good neighbors and their excessive
self-centered behavior has caused all
this.”
Diaz has found trash in her front
yard after parties. Partiers in Aspen
Heights parked in adjacent neighborhoods and drove home after festivities.
Along with other neighbors, Diaz
has filed several noise complaints after
being kept awake from fireworks and
yelling. She says students who live in
the complex have complained also.
Alec Chamberlain, a resident of
Aspen thinks the complex overreacted
to what the community said.
see ASPEN, page 3
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Softball Olympic gold medalist Jennie Finch teaches a crowd of more than 400 young softball players from Virginia and the U.S. on Sunday afternoon.
By DYLAN GARNER
The Breeze

JMU senior Michelle Maley was glued to
her TV watching softball pitcher Jennie Finch
tear apart the competition during Team USA’s
journey to the gold medal at the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens. Nearly a decade later,
Maley didn’t want to miss the opportunity to
listen to the Michael Jordan of softball when
Finch came to JMU this weekend.
“When I got the email that Jennie Finch
is coming down … I was like ‘Oh, my goodness!’ So my Dad and I came down for the

dinner to hear her talk because there’s no way
I could get back out and do the camp, I’m so
out of shape,” the senior psychology major
said laughing.
Finch came to JMU’s Veterans Memorial Stadium to help coach more than 400
young girls from across Virginia and the U.S.
in softball fundamentals along with a dinner hosted at Bridgeforth Stadium. The goal
was to inspire these girls to continue playing and grow the sport, much like Maley was
inspired to continue playing, even now in the
fast-pitch league where she plays in Fairfax.
“It’s just awesome to have them talk to

the younger girls here and really be inspiring and just see how humble they were and
still in love with the sport,” Maley said. “If I
had been younger and seen them speak like
that, it would’ve made a huge difference.”
Kaylor Townsend attended the camps on
both Saturday and Sunday mornings. The
10-year-old Kaylor is a diehard fan of Finch’s
and wanted a lesson from her idol, even if it
took a drive from Delaware with her mom,
Pam.
“I liked the pitching,” Kaylor said.

3D printers bring GenEds to life
Class offers students a chance to work with new technology

By STEVE WILDEMANN
contributing writer

JMU stands on the forefront of
technology by introducing the first
3D-printing classroom in the country, available to all students.
JMU 3-SPACE will be opening in
mid-October in Burruss Hall. Unlike
most colleges, which reserve the use
of 3D printers to those studying certain disciplines such as art, medicine
and engineering, JMU 3-SPACE will
be open to all members of the JMU
community.
Laura Taalman, a mathematics professor, will be teaching GSCI
104: 3D Printing, a one-credit general
education course that will be open to
all students, starting Oct. 14.
“This classroom at JMU will provide an opportunity for all interested
JMU students to have hands-on,
close-up experience with 3D printers and 3D modeling software across
the curriculum,” Taalman said.
The classroom features 11 printers, each costing $1,500. Taalman
explained how to get an idea on a
computer to a tangible object.
The 3D printer knows what to
CYNTHIA CARSON / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
print by reading ﬁles that tell the
The new classroom is located in Burruss and features 11 new 3D printers.
nozzle head what path to follow
in each layer of the object, and
Zach Schuhmacher, a freshman is part of a group called Wiggling
those “slicing” ﬁles are made from kinesiology major, is currently Organisms Research and Modeling.
“The knowledge and skills gained
3D-modeling software ﬁles that the enrolled in Taalman’s GSCI 104
user creates using Computer-Aided course.
from using these 3D printers will
Design.
“I’m looking forward to this new, provide new jobs for students in
Then a wire-like ﬁlament of plastic fresh technology that is becoming the future,” Kopsick said.
is fed through a heated nozzle which available to the public,” SchuhmKopsick was looking to study
deposits the plastic in a thin line on acher said. “Being able to create how a droplet of a solution in a
a ﬂat-surfaced build platform. The whatever you want is just such a controlled environment would
plastic instantly cools and fuses to cool idea.”
affect the movement of the organthe surface. The process is similar
Schuhmacher said he wants to isms living inside of it. With the
to a hot glue gun, except instead of use a 3D printer to build mounts help of Taalman, Kopsick was able
releasing melted glue through a hot to put a battery pack and motor to create this environment with a
nozzle, the 3D printer is releasing on his longboard to make it travel 3D printer.
melted plastic.
faster. Schuhmacher thinks that by
Kopsick believes that there are
The nozzle head moves from side making these 3D printers available many other benefits to using 3D
to side to make a one-layer design to the entire university, students printers.
with a path of plastic. The build plat- will have a better understanding
“It is very exciting to be on the
form lowers 0.1 or 0.2 millimeters, of what they actually are and what forefront of it. Ten to 20 years from
and the nozzle adds another layer they can do.
now, we may all be printing things
until a 3D object is produced.
“By letting everyone access the at home on a routine basis doing
Each class of GSCI 104 is limited to 3D printer, I think this will make things we could never imagine
16 students. Each section will meet people more aware that this some- now,” Taalman said. “I’m excited
once a week for two hours on Mon- thing not just industries have,” to be a part of helping JMU students get ready for that future.
days and Wednesdays. Registration is Schuhmacher said.
still open and more information on
Senior Jeff Kopsick has also benthe course can be found at geekhaus. efited from the use of JMU’s 3D CONTACT Steve Wildemann
printer. Kopsick, a biology major, at wildemse@dukes.jmu.edu.
com/3space/.

see FINCH, page 8

Zips prevail
over Dukes
‘Undisciplined’ effort
leads to loss in Akron

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

Sophomore quarterback Michael
Birdsong threw for 306 yards Saturday.
By WAYNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze

At times, a team can beat itself just
as much as the opponent can.
JMU repeatedly hurt itself with
penalties on offense and big plays surrendered on defense Saturday night
at the University of Akron as the Zips
escaped with a 35-33 win to drop JMU
to 1-1.
The Dukes incurred nine penalties
for 72 yards and gave up plays of 19
yards, 68 yards, 55 yards and 29 yards
on Akron touchdown drives. That was
despite a quick 13-0 lead, a recovered
fumble, an interception and three sacks
by JMU in the first half.
“We gave up way too many big plays
defensively in the second half [for
Akron] to win the game,” head coach
Mickey Matthews said.
JMU had three holding penalties,
three false starts, an offside penalty
and three unsportsmanlike conduct
penalties, one of which was offset with
an Akron penalty.
“I don’t ever remember us getting
that many unsportsmanlike conduct
[penalties],” Matthews said. “It was
very undisciplined, very undisciplined
by us.”
One unsportsmanlike on redshirt
senior running back Dae’Quan Scott
see FOOTBALL, page 7

Page 2
EDITORS Dylan Garner &

Kortney Frederick

Today

Tuesday

partly cloudy
80°/64°

EMAIL breezecopy@gmail.com

MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday
mornings, The Breeze is distributed
throughout James Madison University
and the local Harrisonburg community.
Single copies of The Breeze are
distrubted free of charge. Additional
copies are available for 50 cents
by contacting our business office.
Comments and complaints should be
addressed to Sean Cassidy, editor.
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
SEAN CASSIDY

breezeeditor@gmail.com

MANAGING EDITOR
ANNE ELSEA

breezepress@gmail.com

breezenews@gmail.com

LIFE DESK

breezearts@gmail.com

SPORTS DESK
breezesports@gmail.com

OPINION DESK
breezeopinion@gmail.com

COPY DESK
breezecopy@gmail.com

PHOTO
breezephotography@gmail.com

VIDEO
breezevideo1@gmail.com

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT
540-568-6127

ADS MANAGER
Ethan Miller

ASST. ADS MANAGER
Will Bungarden

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Zack Owen

ASST. CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Liz Paterson

AD EXECUTIVES
Caleb Dessalgne
Mat Lesiv
Virginia Baker
Grant Deker
Kevin Deldjoui
Elaine Heslin
Sarah Sloan
Zac Smith
Michael Wallace

MARKETING & CIRCULATION
COORDINATOR

•

Monday, September 9, 2013  

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 9, 2013

The Buzz

Discuss this week’s burning topics with us!
Send us your responses @TheBreezeJMU
or on our Facebook.

JMU reacts to the new Aspen Heights rules:

@TheBreezeJMU it is much needed and I appreciate their
response. I think it will prevent further negative press of the
Jmu social scene
Taylor Gustafson | @DukeDogTaylor

ACROSS
1 The Crimson
Tide’s school, for
short
5 Delayed, as in
traffic
10 Boast
14 Fe on the
periodic table
15 Latin bears
16 Bridle strap
17 Ditty
18 Lament over a
loss
19 Light brown
20 Gentle leader’s
quality
23 Cry of surrender
24 Practice for the
LSAT, e.g.
25 Crescent
component
28 Lou Grant
portrayer
31 Tar pits locale
33 Cowboys and
Indians, e.g.
36 Lab gel made
from seaweed
37 Devout petitions
kept to oneself
43 Doughnut’s
middle
44 Gets really wet
45 Voices one’s
view
48 401(k)
alternative
named for a
Delaware sen.
53 Like cool cats
54 1986 Peace
Nobelist Wiesel
57 “The __
Sanction”:
Eastwood thriller
set in the Alps
58 Behind-thescenes investor
62 NYC or London
area
64 Bygone
anesthetic
65 Bottom of a shoe
66 Be absolutely
sure
67 April Fool’s antic
68 “Mila 18” author
Leon
69 Jedi guru
70 ’90s White House
cat
71 Confined, with
“up”

‘

PHONE: 540-568-6127
FAX: 540-568-6736
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I don’t know if ill be able to sleep without the party noises. it
just feels wrong #RIPAspenHeights

Sam Lofton | @SammyyJ5

I can see a lot of people breaking their leases over this! What
about when family visits? Still only 2 guests allowed? This
information should have been available and/or in effect at the
time of the leases being signed/renewed.

Lori Rose DiMaiolo | via Facebook

I just don’t understand how they can police which students are
residents and which aren’t as they get off the bus during the
week. Will residents be required to wear wrist bands at all times
too?
Candace Beam | via Facebook
This is a hilarious, “feel-good” rule that will never be enforced.
Sorry to those residents living outside Aspen, but students
won’t be around during the management’s business hours to
be “checked in.”

William Hanson | via Facebook

DOWN
1 Shellfish soup
2 In the area
3 Tennis great
Seles
4 Beings with halos
5 Kid’s math
homework
6 Pace between a
walk and a run
7 Seize, as power
8 Concerned
person
9 Pet motel
10 One of TV’s
Mavericks
11 Plug in, as a
smartphone
12 What you
breathe
13 African antelope
21 7:50, vis-à-vis
8:00
22 Dean’s list no.
26 Back
27 Valets park them
29 Comic strip shriek
30 Explorer John
and comical
Charlotte
32 Howl at the moon
34 Letters after L
35 Trade jabs
37 “Whoops”
38 “Nah!”

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

Thursday’s puzzle solved

(c)2013 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

39 Haphazard, as
workmanship
40 Pig holder
41 Former MGM
rival
42 Daisylike fall
bloomer
46 Long, thin fish
47 Rains ice pellets
49 Asks boldly, as for
a loan
50 Turn one’s back
on

51 Land with a rod
52 Slap the cuffs on
55 Emcee’s
speech
56 Moral principle
59 Des Moines’s
state
60 Quick kiss
61 Slow-moving
vessels
62 Big __ Country
63 Sean’s mom
Yoko

Send corrections to
breezecopy@gmail.com.
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Join us for our season opening

August 31st

through November 2nd

Lower group rates!
Fall festivals and family events
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2124 North River Rd.
Mount Solon, VA 22843
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TheBreezeJMU

9/9/13

Everybody makes
mistakes

AD DESIGNERS

Download our
mobile app at
breezejmu.org.

2

9/9/13
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Victoria Smith

thunderstorms
84°/60°

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

In the Sept. 5 news article “Sleeping in solitude” by
Elizabeth Dsurney, there were two factual errors.
The sleep education campaign is named Revive the
Sleep Deprived, not Relieve the Sleep Deprived, as
it was stated in the article. The center’s page can be
found at revivethesleepdeprived.com.
Approximately 20 students visit the center a day,
not 20 overall since the beginning of the semester,
as it was stated in the article.

‘
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News

MEET, GREET AND EAT.

Open house tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Anthony-Seeger Hall basement.
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Road block

3

Unfinished business

Fence on South Main forces students to take a safer way to class

New Compensation Advisory Council formed to
work with administration on salary raise issue

By IJ CHAN
The Breeze

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

In January, JMU received a letter in which city residents complained about crowds of jaywalking students blocking traffic on
their way to class. A new median and a fence were installed over the summer to deter students from doing the same.
By ERIC GRAVES
The Breeze

Despite blocking one way of getting to class, most students have been
thankful for the new median outside of
Anthony-Seeger Hall.
Bill Wyatt, associate director of communications and deputy university
spokesperson, said JMU worked with
the city of Harrisonburg to put in the
$307,787 median and fence over the
summer.
Evan Robinson, a senior media arts
and design major, said that although
the median has succeeded in warding
off jaywalkers, he thinks its construction was unnecessary.
“It’s kind of a giant middle finger
from the university to say not to cross
the street,” Robinson said. “I don’t think
students really care that much, but
it’s definitely a double whammy that
they’re herding the cattle, so to speak,
to the tunnel or the corner.”
In January, JMU received a letter
from the Harrisonburg Transportation and Safety Commission, urging
the university to take action, as the
large crowds of students rushing across
South Main street often blocked traffic
and posed a safety hazard.
JMU Police began posting warning

signs and placing officers near the area
in an attempt to steer students away
from jaywalking, but further action
was needed.
“The median was designed to prevent the safety hazard created when
pedestrians cross the street in the middle of the block,” Wyatt said. “It appears
that, for the most part, the new median is forcing pedestrians to cross South
Main Street through the pedestrian
tunnel or at the light at Grace Street.”
Kerry Gaffney, a junior psychology
major, described the median as a great
visual reminder to tell people to follow
the rules.
“I love it. It’s really pretty,” Gaffney
said. “No one is going to try and hop
the fence when they are in the median. People look very dumb if they try
to jump over it.”
Junior psychology major Ashley
Ernst believes the fences and median
are valuable for the safety they provide.
“I really started to get on board with
the idea after talking to my professor,”
Ernst said. “She told me about how a
jaywalker caused a driver to crash and
die. I could never live with the guilt if I
cost someone their life by trying to save
30 seconds of walking.”
Ernst said she also likes the idea of
the fence in front of Anthony-Seeger.

She says the fence is successful in forcing students not to jaywalk, as they’d
have to cross over two fences to do so.
Michael Norton, an associate professor of computer sciences and
part-time associate professor in the
School of Music teaches music history in Anthony-Seeger. He says he hasn’t
observed his students jaywalking since
the median was built.
“I think if it keeps someone from
getting killed then it was a worthy
investment,” Norton said. “When I leave
class to go to my office on campus, I bet
it would have taken more time for me
to wait for traffic to clear than it would
to just go through the tunnel.”
Norton said in his time at JMU, people have died jaywalking across the
street. He believes young people in
their teens and 20s are more likely to
take risks resulting in tragic events due
to their immaturity and inexperience.
“Several people have died on the
campus since I have been here. I
think that’s just an accident waiting
to happen,” Norton said. “An inconvenience of a few minutes of some
people’s time is infinitely better than
a lifetime of heartbreak and tragedy.”
CONTACT Eric Graves at
gravesem@dukes.jmu.edu.

ASPEN | ‘The security policy is insane’
from front

“They are harassing kids getting off
the bus at two in the afternoon,” said
Chamberlain, a junior integrated
science and technology major. “They
[Aspen management] are also creating more traffic on Port for no reason.”
In spite of the new rules, residents
have been giving positive feedback
about management listening to their
concerns.
“Every single time I have been in
Aspen it has been rowdy, but under
control,” Chamberlain said. “On top
of that, the residences who are throwing these parties are cleaning them
up immediately, not leaving trash
around.”
Another resident, Stephen Kurtzke,
senior computer information systems
major, believes things were out of
control at Aspen, but the new rules
are too strict.
“The security policy is insane,”
Kurtzke said. “We have guards at
the entrance, they’ve put up a fence

around the whole place and sent out
an email detailing all the “new policies” we didn’t agree to in the lease.”
Kurtzke witnessed parties overflow
out of houses and into common areas
for residents, like the pool.
“We’d get texts where they bought a
ton of Chinese food and pizzas would
get delivered,” Kurtzke said. “But now
it’s just pathetic and nobody wants to
even come here any more, which is a
real shame.”
At 3:30 a.m., Kurtzke waited about
10 minutes to enter Aspen while in a
line of cars at the gate as other people
were processed. To get in, residents
have to give their address and must
have their parking pass checked.
“It’s absolutely ridiculous,” Kurtzke
said. “I remember it being legitimately easier to enter Canada than Aspen.”
Stuart Watkins, public relations
director of Aspen Heights, is listening to resident feedback.
“Until the local power company
can replace utility poles, permanent
fencings are prohibited,” Watkins

said. “After discussions between
Aspen Heights, the power provider
and county leadership it was decided that Aspen Heights could install
temporary fencing for the property.”
The permanent fence will be
installed in an estimated 30 to 45
days, Watkins said.
The rules in place have been disputed by many residents, some saying
they’re unfair, but they kept Aspen
Heights quiet last weekend.
Diaz has created a petition,
requesting that the area adopt a
noise ordinance in a collaboration
with neighbors, the county Board
of Supervisors and Aspen Heights
management.
“Do they really expect to make
it through one semester with that
much focus on getting drunk
in a mob scene?” Diaz said. “I
don’t want to ‘stop’ Aspen, the
cat is out of the bag on that one.”
CONTACT Elizabeth Dsurney
at breezenews@gmail.com.

Its purpose, Benson said, is
to continue the conversation
and provide advice to senior
Even after getting a raise this past leadership when it makes recomsummer, faculty are still fighting to mendations for potential solutions.
get what they deserve.
It will also be a medium of comOn Thursday afternoon, mem- munication between faculty and
bers of the JMU Faculty Senate met administration.
to kickstart the new academic year
“What I’m hoping that we
and to prepare themselves to take accomplish is very good commuon JMU’s most pressing issues. At nication — their input representing
the meeting, senate speaker and the various constituencies that they
integrated science and technology represent, their input on ideas that
professor David McGraw gave a list we bring forward as we continue
of priorities he thought the Senate to address compensation issues,
should focus on in the upcoming everybody feels that we’re commuyear, and faculty salaries was still nicating and moving in the same
No. 1.
direction,” Benson said.
In June, President Jon Alger
Last year, the task force activeannounced that JMU faculty were ly went out and asked faculty
able to receive up to a 5.5 percent members what their compensaraise, but McGraw said the issue tion-related concerns were. They
released a report in May, which
still isn’t resolved.
“We need to keep on the pressure included survey responses from
and we need to say, ‘This didn’t fix both full-time and part-time
it. This is good, but this didn’t fix faculty.
it, and so the conversation has to
One of the questions asked fullcontinue,’” McGraw said.
time faculty if they’ve considered
Provost Jerry Benson said the leaving JMU because of concerns
increase was funded both external- over their base salary in the past 12
ly by money from the state as well months. Out of the 618 responses,
as internally from JMU. The state, 59 percent answered “yes,” whereas
he said, approved a 3 percent raise 41 percent answered “no.”
Another question asked 626 facfor instructional faculty, and JMU
was able to provide the additional ulty if they thought their base salary
2.5 percent from its budget.
is reasonable for the work that they
“We felt that it was a good first do. 75 percent answered either
step,” Benson said. “But we’re “strongly disagree” or “disagree,”
not saying that we’re done by any and only 13 percent answered
“strongly agree” or “agree.” The
means.”
other 11 percent answered “neither
agree or disagree.”
Besides salaries, Benson said
other concerns were child care,
elderly care and potential tuition
reductions for family members. He
added that compensation issue is a
top priority for the administration,
especially when it comes to being
able to recruit and retain talented
faculty.
“It’s not anything that’s going to
be fixed in one year or two years,”
he said. “We’ve got to keep chipping away at it as best we can.”
Nancy Poe, an associate social
work professor, said her department has had difficulties keeping
up with the growing student body
in terms of resources and the number of faculty.
TRIXIE HADDON / THE BREEZE
“People continue to work really hard,” Poe said. “There’s not this
Provost Jerry Benson will work with
the council on the compensation issue. idea of ‘I’m going to do less because
I’m not getting a raise,’ — that has
not been my experience at all.”
Last year, a special compensaIn the social work department
tion task force was assembled to alone, Poe said she’s seen a 70 perstudy and address the problem cent growth in majors within the
and suggest short and long term past five years. As a result, they’ve
solutions to Alger and his senior used more part-time and adjunct
leadership team. The issue was also faculty.
taken on by members of the FacPoe, who will be serving on the
ulty Senate.
Council, said the group hasn’t
The compensation task force formally met yet, but will meet
had originally suggested a five-year sometime during this semester.
plan that involved giving faculty They will be working closely and
an 8.5 percent raise the first year, 7 reporting to Benson and Charles
percent the next two years and then King, senior vice president of
6 percent the two years after that — administration and finance.
totalling to a 34.5 percent increase
“I think it’s really to broadover five years.
en the perspective of and get the
Benson announced that a new input of the people that will be
group — the Compensation Advi- affected by the decisions that are
sory Council, has been assembled being made,” Poe said. “I think
to continue working on the issue, there is a desire to have a greater
based off the work that the task understanding and communicaforce did last year. The Compensa- tion about what goes into those
tion Advisory Council is composed decisions and their impact.”
of instructional faculty, administrative and professional faculty and CONTACT IJ Chan at
breezenews@gmail.com.
classified staff members.

Hometown Music Hometownmusic.net

Guitars, Drums, Keyboards, & More...

“Hometown Service with Competitive Prices”

Now in our new location
434-4159 • 38 Miller Circle
Just off South Main, 8/10 mile
South of the Forbes Center
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LIVE CLOSE
to campus

STONEGATEHOUSING.COM • 540.442.4496 • 1820 PUTTER COURT

Last minute beds available
for Fall 2013!

Call TODAY!
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The Overlook

at Stone Spring

607 John Tyler Circle
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

www.overlookatstonespring.com
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPURTUNITY
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Opinion

thoughts on Syria?
Submit a letter to the editor at breezejmu.org.

Editor Jessica Williams Email breezeopinion@gmail.com

Carlin Becker | contributing columnist

Syria forces Americans to think
Debate on military intervention the first in years not divided by political parties
Should the United States get
involved in the current conflict in
Syria? If we do, we get ourselves
into yet another foreign war and,
let’s face it, our recent track record
on that matter isn’t so hot.
If we don’t, we stay out of the
issue, but basically send a message
to all world tyrants letting them
know that they can do whatever
inhumane things they want and
the U.S. won’t stop them. So,
should we get involved? Truthfully,
we’re damned if we do and we’re
damned if we don’t.
Yet, there is one silver lining to
this issue, however small it may be.
Since there is no right answer, the
opinions of political leaders are
all over the board. Meaning that,
the American people are finally
being forced to start thinking for
themselves.
Over the years, we’ve become
a lazy, uninformed society with
citizens who follow whatever party
they think they belong to without
actually understanding anything
about its principles or their
own. I’ve come to know way too
many people who are completely
uninformed about current events
and who sadly don’t care to do any
research. Hopefully this trend is
about to end.
The question of U.S. involvement
in Syria is one of the first issues
in a very, very long time that
hasn’t been split down party
lines. We have a democratic
president supporting the idea of
getting involved in foreign affairs,
something that the Democratic
Party is traditionally against, and
we have leftist leaders, such as
Nancy Pelosi, supporting this idea.
We have many Republican figures,
including Bill O’Reilly and John
McCain, agreeing with a president
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Courtesy of MCT Campus

Hundreds of demonstrators protest against U.S. intervention in Syria outside the
U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, Sept. 7 2013.

whom they openly dislike, but
there are just as many Republicans
opposing a traditionally right-wing
stance.
Citizens feel a need to be
faithful to one party or the other,
and this issue is challenging that
problem. Many Obama supporters
think that they can’t be loyal to
their president if it means going
against their traditional ideals.
Meanwhile, Republicans can no
longer disagree with President
Obama simply because they do
not like him if he is proposing a
conservative action.
We the people must finally make
a decision of our own. We must
strive to get informed, to figure
out what our own values are and
to stick by those values regardless
of which political leaders agree or

disagree with us.
We must recognize that hardly
any of us are 100 percent Democratic
or Republican and must let go of
our blind alliance to one party over
the other. Instead, we must make up
our own, independent minds on a
challenging decision.
The issue of U.S. involvement
in Syria is a turning point in what
has so far been a very liberal
administration. It is a turning
point in our long-standing,
overwhelmingly apathetic society.
And it is a turning point in our partydivided country. After all, when
Boehner supports Obama, you know
the times are changing.
Carlin Becker is a senior
English major. Contact Carlin at
beckerce@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “much-appreciated-eventhough-I-didn’t-need-thecalories” pat to the Chick-fil-A
staff for bumping my fries up to a
large after a long wait.
From a student who would wait
forever for your delicious food.

in stealing from various
campus vendors, services and
facilities.
From a JMU employee who
knows what you did, even
though you think no one knows
what you did.

An “always-there-for-me”
pat to an amazing FrOG who has
been my biggest supporter and
is there to pick me up when I fall
even though I only met her three
weeks ago.
From a woman who misses her
very sick best friend.

A “they-stood-for-somuch-more” dart to PIKE for
telling first years to come to a
party at Left Aid during Student
Org night.
From an old Left Aid goer
who knows that house used to
have some amazing role models
who made it a friendly and
comfortable place to be.

A “grow-up-and-put-yourbig-boy-pants-on” dart to
the guy who couldn’t hold his
cookies on the bus ride home and
drenched my brand new top in
stomach acid.
From a completely sober
woman who was coming back
from movie night with her FrOG
group.
A “thanks-for-not-doinganything-in-an-emergencysituation” dart to JMU Police
and parking for not opening the
gates on Thursday when all the
traffic was re-routed onto Route 11
when I-81 was closed.
From a JMU employee who did
not enjoy taking the scenic route to
be 20 minutes late to work.
A “stay-classy-JMU” dart to
students who try, and succeed,

A “respect-Madison” dart to
whoever vandalized Duke Dog
Alley with profanity.
From a student who loves this
beautiful school and would like
to keep it that way.
A “so-helpful” dart to the HDPT
for only having one route to Stone
Gate.
From a student who is out of
luck if they miss it, while other
complexes have three or four
chances.
A “you-make-my-life-somuch-eaiser” pat to my
roommates for washing my dishes
for me when they know I’m busy.
From a very appreciative and
busy senior who is grateful to be
living with three angels.

Life
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downtown

Meet the unofficial mayor of Harrisonburg’s music scene

Courtesy of spectral paradise photography

Drew Thomas Johnson is known by most downtown regulars for attending and performing in local shows.

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

By Mary Kate White
The Breeze

Go down to the Blue Nile on any given
night — literally, any given night — and you’ll
probably see one man dancing twice as hard
as anyone else. Stick around after the music
stops, and he’ll probably give you a hug.
Drew Thomas Johnson, a 25-year-old Harrisonburg native, works at Top Dog several days
a week. In his free time, he manages to attend
nearly every musical performance downtown,
earning him the unofficial title of “the ambassador of downtown Harrisonburg.”
“I go to work in the morning, I go home
afterward. I get on my computer and check
what’s going on,” Johnson said. “If there’s a
show downtown, I just come down and hang
out.”
While willing to venture to the Little Grill or
the Artful Dodger to support friends who may
be performing, Johnson prefers the intimate
and familiar atmosphere at the Blue Nile. He
walks there almost every day after work and
frequently arrives long before performances
begin.
“You just can’t deny him,” Blue Nile
employee Bill Howard said. “He meets you in
the parking lot and like, helps you carry stuff;
he’s always immediately friendly. He’s always
the first one out there pumping his fists and
dancing. It’s not hard to fall in love with him.
He’s a little ambassador.”
Johnson started coming to the Blue Nile
regularly nearly five years ago. His favorite
performers to see include locals Within our
Gates, The Will to Survive and Beyond the
Throne, all of whom perform at the Nile often.
He himself frequently plays drums there in the
local band Big Drum in the Sky Religion.
“My grandma started my music career,”
Johnson said. “I was staying the night at her
house in Northern Virginia, and when I woke
up the next day and my drums were just there.
It wasn’t even Christmas. That was 14 years
ago, and I’ve been playing ever since. Never
took any lessons.”
Johnson has a genetic defect that causes a
natural affinity for music. He suffers from Williams syndrome, though “suffers” is hardly the
appropriate word.
“Sometimes I just lose myself in a good way,
not a bad way,” Johnson said while dancing in
his chair to the afrobeat music playing over the
Blue Nile’s speakers. “If I hear a song I like, I
just start rocking out. I might even sing the

song. There are so many songs out here in the
world that I like.”
Williams Syndrome is characterized by
medical problems, cardiovascular disease,
developmental delays and learning disabilities. These occur side by side with striking
verbal abilities, highly social personalities and
an affinity for music.
“People with Williams syndrome, they are
musically inclined so it kind of went together:
It’s something he loves and it’s a great stress
reliever,” Drew’s mother, Christine Johnson
said. “With his talent, he can lift spirits, you
know? You can just feel it. I think that’s his
purpose in this world: lifting people’s spirits.
We hear it over and over and over again.”
Johnson’s condition has never hindered his
life in any major way; he has a job, plays music
and parties like everybody else. His condition
has, in fact, made him into the local celebrity
he is today.
Last year, Johnson starred in a documentary about himself entitled “Drew” for the
annual Super Gr8 Film Festival, a competitive short-film showcase hosted downtown
featuring films made by locals with Super
8mm cameras.

“I think that’s his
purpose in this world:
lifting people’s spirits.
We hear it over and
over and over again.”

ALL INCLUSIVE

The ambassador of

STUDENT LIVING

Editors Natalie Johnson & Mary Kate White Email breezearts@gmail.com

Christine Johnson
Drew’s mother

“The Super Gr8 movie is my favorite thing
about being downtown,” Johnson said. “It won
first place at the film festival. A lot of people
came up afterward and said, ‘that was a sweet
film!’ It made a lot of people cry, too.”
Johnson’s mother says she never worries about his safety during hours of aimless
wandering downtown. She trusts him, and
knows that to limit his involvement with the
local music scene would be excrutiating for
Johnson.
“He can sense danger, and he can tell when
someone’s not open to who he is and what
he stands for,” Christine said. “Harrisonburg
looks out for him. I don’t know if we’d ever be
able to leave, this community has been helping us raise Drew.”
Johnson’s extreme friendliness has allowed
him to make connections with students and
major traveling bands alike. His enthusiasm
at shows makes him welcome to any performance and a saving grace at dead shows.
“He came to one of our shows at the Blue
Nile three and a half years ago and he’s probably been to every one of our shows since,” said
Travis Legg, vocalist of the local band Malatese. “One time, it was him and this guy Ivan
and no one else was there, no one else came
to see us. But he and Ivan were just rocking out
like there were a million people around them.
It was really cool that they were so energetic
when it was obviously such a not-energized
moment. He’s our most dedicated fan.”
Johnson is as much a staple of the Harrisonburg community as the mayor or the police
chief. If you ever need to know anything about
anything downtown, just ask the ambassador.

close to campus
+
IMMEDIATE
MOVE-IN AVAILABLE
rates as low
as $366
APPLY ONLINE TODAY @
SOUTHVIEWJM.COM
540.432.0600 • 1070 LOIS LANE

Contact Mary Kate White at
breezearts@gmail.com.
limited time only. while supplies last. rates, fees, deadlines and utilities included are subject to change.
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SEE FINCH IN ACTION
Check out video from Jennie Finch’s softball camp at breezejmu.org.

EDITORS Wayne Epps Jr. & Hayley Thompson EMAIL breezesports@gmail.com
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FOOTBALL (1-1)

FOOTBALL | Penalties handicap Dukes’ offensive showing

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

TOP: Redshirt senior Dae’Quan Scott rushed for 107 yards and scored a touchdown against Akron Saturday. BOTTOM LEFT: Coach Mickey Matthews argues with the referee. The Dukes were penalized
nine times for 72 yards, including three unsportsmanlike conduct flags. BOTTOM RIGHT: Sophomore quarterback Michael Birdsong threw for a career high 306 passing yards and three touchdowns.
from front

but the 15-yard penalty ended up leaving the Dukes out
of field-goal range. JMU put together a 12 play, 53-yard
drive, but the clock expired as the Dukes tried to line up
at Akron’s 27-yard line.
“I know I had a late penalty at the end of the game where
he was actually choking me, but it’s no excuse, I shouldn’t
have even reacted,” Scott said.
There was also some controversy that the referees let the
last several seconds of the game run off the clock before
JMU could get one more play off at Akron’s 27-yard line.
Matthews was noticeably upset at the referees as the game
ended.
“They should’ve stopped the clock at the end of the
game,” Matthews said. “Forward progress had stopped
with about nine seconds left. Akron did a great job, they
were in no hurry to get lined up for the last play. That’s why
I was upset with the officials, they kind of stood there and
let the clock run out.”
An 11-yard holding penalty stalled the Dukes deep in
Akron territory in the third quarter — and proved to be
another critical missed opportunity. With a 2nd and 9 on
Akron’s 13-yard line, the penalty set JMU back to Akron’s
24-yard line and after a false start penalty put the team back
five more yards, the Dukes settled for a 45-yard field goal
on 4th and 24 from redshirt senior kicker Cameron Starke.
The field goal put JMU up 16-14 with 7:38 to play in the
quarter, but the missed touchdown opportunity would be
another dagger in the two-point loss.
“We don’t have all them penalties, we don’t have to
use timeouts, we don’t have yards taken away from us,”

sophomore quarterback Michael Birdsong said. “That’s
huge, we can’t let that happen. That’s on us.”
The Dukes failed to tie the game down 35-27 with 5:18 to
play when Birdsong hit redshirt sophomore tight end Dominick Richards for a five-yard touchdown but botched the
two-point conversion and JMU settled for a 35-33 deficit.
JMU came out firing to start the game, scoring on a
14-play, 75-yard drive on the opening possession to take
a 6-0 lead after a failed two-point conversion. The Dukes
got the ball back on the ensuing kick after redshirt senior
safety Pete Rose recovered an Akron fumble at Akron’s
28-yard line.
Birdsong led JMU on a five-play touchdown drive following Rose’s play to give the Dukes a 13-0 lead after with
7:00 to play in the first quarter. That was JMU’s last score
until the Starke field goal in the third quarter.
Birdsong was 7-9 passing for 92 yards and a touchdown
in those first two drives. Scott also scored both of those
touchdowns, the first one a three-yard reception and the
second a one-yard rush.
In the end, Birdsong finished 29-42 passing for 310 yards
and three touchdowns. It was his first career 300-yard passing game and a career-high for touchdown passes.
Scott had his second straight 100-yard rushing game
with 107 yards and a touchdown on 27 rushes. Scott also
caught six passes for another 18 yards and a touchdown.
JMU had 188 total rushing yards, including 40 from redshirt freshman running back Jainard Crawley-Lambert.
The offense ran 94 plays, more than the team’s goal of
80, and collected 498 total yards of offense. Aside from the
penalties and the three sacks on Birdsong, Matthews was
pleased with how the offense looked.

“I was really encouraged by how well we ran the ball
tonight,” Matthews said. “I really didn’t think we’d run it
that good against them to be honest with you.”
The big plays given up on defense may have hurt JMU
the most. On back-to-back Akron possessions in the third
quarter, the Dukes gave up single plays of 68 yards (reception by sophomore wide receiver Andrew Pratt) and 55
yards (rush by junior running back Jawon Chisholm).
Those plays helped set up touchdowns that first put
Akron up 21-14, then, after a JMU touchdown and twopoint conversion, put the Zips up 28-24 — a lead they
wouldn’t relinquish.
In the first half, redshirt junior defensive end Brandon
Lee recorded two sacks and redshirt senior defensive tackle
Jordan Stanton recorded another. Redshirt freshman cornerback Kwe’shon Williams also grabbed his first career
interception in his second career game.
Junior safety Dean Marlowe and redshirt senior linebacker Stephon Robertson led the defense with seven
tackles each for the game.
Akron was the only Football Bowl Subdivision school on
JMU’s schedule this season, and, with the loss, the Dukes
drop to 4-18 all-time against FBS teams. The program’s last
win against an FBS team was a 21-16 win at Virginia Tech
in 2010.
JMU returns home this week for a matchup against 0-1
Saint Francis University, a school the Dukes beat 55-7 to
open last season. Georgia Southern University defeated the
Red Flash 59-17 Saturday. Kickoff is scheduled for 6:00 p.m.
CONTACT Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.

VOLLEYBALL (2-4)

Dukes struggle
Tough run in Classic brings season to 2-4

COREY CROWE / THE BREEZE

Sophomore middle blocker Sarah Delaney makes a crucial save for the Dukes in the JMU Classic Saturday.

Volleyball went 1-2 this weekend
at their own JMU Classic at Sinclair
Gymnasium. Falling to both Wyoming and CSU Bakersfield, JMU
ends its second week of the season
with a 2-4 overall record.
Freshman Jane y G oodman
was the standout for the Dukes
this weekend with 39 kills in two
matches, 28 of which were against
Presbyterian, JMU’s only win of the
tournament. The 6-foot-2 right side
has been a critical player for the
Dukes so far this season, and her
performance in the Classic placed
her as the player with the most digs
since Allyson Halls in 2007 with 31.
Goodman was named CAA Rookie
of the Week for the first week of collegiate play this year; she was also
named to the All-Tournament team
this weekend.
Without powerhouse Danielle

Erb, sophomores Meghan Niski and
MacKenzie Kleespies are looking to
fill the gap the graduated outside
hitter left behind. This weekend,
they tied for the team-high 18 digs,
both improving over their averages
last year of 2.54 and 2.69 per set,
respectively.
Sophomore Sarah Patterson had
a career high 51 assists. The setter
completed the tournament with a
double-double — 11 digs, two aces
and two blocks. The team’s solo
senior, Katie Daorai, followed up
with 10 digs playing at libero.
JMU finished its season at 13-16
overall last season. With their first
regular game this Tuesday against
Radford, the Dukes look to pick up
their winning percentage before
conference games begin September 27.
-staff report
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FINCH | Dean brings his legacy to JMU

Two steps back
Dukes’ perfect start ends with road
losses to American and Columbia

LAUREN GORDON /THE BREEZE

Senior back Amy Goldstein has one goal and one assist so far this season.
Redshirt sophomore forward Taylor West leads the team with five goals.

LAUREN GORDON /THE BREEZE

Jennie Finch offered tips to budding pitchers about technique and form in one of the camp areas at Veterans Memorial Park.
from front

“It was cool!”
Kaylor and Pam’s response to justify the trip was simple: “Jennie Finch”
was all they needed to say.
While it may seem surprising for
Finch, an icon of her sport, to end up
in Harrisonburg, her history with JMU
softball coach Mickey Dean made her
trip to the Valley make much more
sense.
In 2004, the National Pro Fastpitch
league was established, and Dean
became the head coach of the Chicago Bandits and coached Finch to a
NPF championship in 2008. As Dean
and Finch’s relationship grew, Dean
collaborated with her to bring the
camp to Radford University, where he
coached the Red Raiders for six years
from 2007 to 2012.
After hosting Finch’s camp at Radford for four years, Dean thought JMU
would be a natural fit for the camp for
many reasons.
“What’s extremely important to me
is that I’m from here, originally,” said
Dean, an Elkton native. “To give back
to the community is nice, but when
it’s your own community that you
grew up in, it’s even extra special.”
Besides the talent that Finch and
her fellow softball stars — Andrea
Duran, Leah O’Brien-Amico, Mackenzie Vandergeest, Toni Mascarenas
and Ashley Carlson — provide as gold
medalists, collegiate All-Americans
and professional champions, Dean
thinks that they provide an unparalleled level of insight to the game given

their experience.
“I think the key is, ‘How do I play at
such a high level and not get stressed?’
— kind of the right focus to enjoy this,”
Dean said. “Every one of those players I’ve heard them say throughout
the day is, you know, they’ve gone
through rough times where it’s really
tough, it’s really hard, they don’t want
to do this. I think when you’re able to
share that with the team it becomes
more of a family atmosphere. Even
at the collegiate level, coming out of
high school, you’ve got young kids
who just need to figure it out.”
Finch relayed the experiences she
had at the University of Arizona and
as the starting pitcher for the U.S.
National team. She and the rest of her
decorated softball squad exchanged
laughs and stories about their success to the crowds at the softball field
and Bridgeforth but also about the
struggles they had making it through
school and at the highest levels of
softball competition in the world.
“You know, the fundamental skills
are one thing, but the life lessons and
the hardships and all those things
— what it takes to play and compete
— we tried to share all those experiences,” Finch said.
Her young fans asked how they
were all able to get through school
while playing softball and how to
stay motivated without quitting. Finch
said that she even had a coach that
told her she wasn’t going to make it
as a teen, but she stressed how important it was for her to keep moving on.
While each of the athletes experienced their own trials and tribulations

on their way to success, their biggest
challenge arguably came with the
removal of softball from the Olympics back in 2005. Finch’s visit came
amid the sport’s pitch to return to the
world stage, and she has been active
on Twitter and Instagram to show her
support of softball and baseball to the
International Olympic Committee,
including a video featuring the girls
at the JMU camp.
“Even if softball’s not voted in,
hopefully that’s the sport that the
host team will say they want,” Dean
said. “It was a very positive day, which
made the camp even more exciting,
especially at the end, where you’re
getting tired and then you see that,
and you’re like, yeah, there’s a little
more inspiration.”
While softball and baseball were
rejected on Sunday in favor of wrestling, Maley thinks that stars like Finch
can still help develop the younger
players like Kaylor and motivate them
to keep playing.
“Girls softball really isn’t as publicized as other sports, so to have
someone that is such a publicized figure just keeps you going — that there
is more,” Maley said.
As long as the mutual respect and
friendship between Finch and Dean
exists, it wouldn’t be a shock to see
Finch back in Harrisonburg in the
coming years.
“He’s passionate, he’s intense,
he loves the game and he cares for
you beyond the field,” Finch said.
CONTACT Dylan Garner at
breezecopy@gmail.com.

After a 2-0 start to the season last
weekend, in which the Dukes outscored opponents 13-2, field hockey
scored just one goal this weekend in
two losses on the road.
Columbia University (2-0) defeated JMU 2-1 Sunday and American
University (3-1) came away with a
2-0 win Friday. Both games were at
American in Washington D.C.
Sunday, Columbia took an early
lead when freshman forward Katie
Ruesterholz scored in the 12th
minute.
The Lions would hold on to that
lead through halftime. But 20 minutes into the second half, junior
forward Taylor Bailey scored her
second goal of the season to tie the
game 1-1.
The deadlock wouldn’t last long
though, as Columbia sophomore

midfielder Christina Freibott scored
on a penalty stroke in the 61st minute and the Lions held on the final
nine minutes for the win.
Despite not getting a shot off in
the first 21 minutes Friday, American’s sophomore midfielder Isabel
Terwindt scored off an assist by
senior midfielder Shelly Montgomery to give the Eagles a 1-0 lead.
In the second half, junior midfielder Carly Atchison scored off of
a rebounded save in the 51st minute for American’s second goal
and the Eagles would hold despite
three JMU penalty corners and a
penalty stroke in the game’s final
19 minutes.
JMU hits the road again Wednesday for a 5:00 p.m. game at 1-3
Longwood University.
-staff report

The coach’s door
is always open.
Breeze open house
for writers and
photographers
tonight at 7:30 p.m.
Anthony-Seeger Hall basement
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Madison Marketplace

Classifieds

Support these local businesses

Gymnastics Instructors: harrisonburg parks
& recreation is looking for
gymnastics instructors for
mondays & wednesday afternoons. call 540-433-9168 for
more info.
Responsive Management,
a wildlife/natural resource
research firm is hiring professional, reliable employees to
conduct telephone research
surveys (no sales). part-time
evening hours; sunday-saturday; schedule varies based
on project needs; apply at 130
franklin street. eeo.

PART-TIME DANCE TEACHERS needed in modern,
hip-hop, musical stage. Sept.
2013-May 2014. Experience preferred, references
required. Call for interview
540-810-3631.

2014-2015
Six bedrooms,four baths,
unparalleled,Elizabeth St.
540.810.3632

First time guest special!
$50 Swedish Massage or Aromatherapy Facial
1/2 price Eyebrow Wax

510 E. Market St.
Harrisonburg
beautyspaonline.com
Call 540. 564.1925 for an appointment.
Gift certificates available.

JAMES MCHONE JEWLERY
“Where JMU buys their diamonds”
14K White Gold 0.50cts. Diamond Filigree Ring
Center Diamond 0.38cts SI1 GH

This Week $1500
*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

This space
only

$29.50
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Welcome Back!
it’s never too early to

start thinking

about housing

for next year
Come see why Copper Beech Townhome Community
has everything you are looking for!

www.copperbeechjmu.com • 540-438-0401• harrisonburg@cbeech.com

