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‘We beat 
ourselves’

JMU falls 81-79 to 
William & Mary

 in last-minute loss

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG  / THE BREEZE

Sophomore guard Ron Curry scored 11 
points and had nine rebounds in JMU’s 
loss to William & Mary yesterday. 

By STEPHEN PROFFITT 
The Breeze

JMU dropped a rollercoaster of a 
game to the College of William & Mary, 
81-79 Sunday at home.

Head coach Matt Brady predicted 
that his team probably would’ve been 
in this type of game two weeks ago. 
Sunday, the Dukes got the shot they 
wanted but it just didn’t go in. 

“I’m OK with an experienced, vet-
eran team that’s really playing with 
purpose, coming in and nipping us at 
the end there,” Brady said. “I just hope 
we learn a lesson.”

With three seconds left, and JMU 
down four, freshman guard Ron Curry 
was fouled on a three-point shot 
attempt. He went to the line, drained 
the first two and the Dukes were forced 
to miss the third in an attempt to grab 
an offensive rebound and get up a shot 
to tie or win.

Redshirt senior forward Andrey 
Semenov crashed the glass as Curry 
missed the shot to the left. He grabbed 
the ball and put up an off-balance shot 
from about eight feet to the side of the 
basket that went just short as the buzzer 
went off.

“I didn’t know what I was thinking at 

see BASKETBALL, page 11
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Virginia state law prevents those in same-
sex domestic partnerships to have the same 
benefits as heterosexual couples, but some 
JMU faculty and staff don’t see that as an 
acceptable answer. 

At the December Faculty Senate meet-
ing the senate voted unanimously with 
one abstention to approve a resolution 
that advocates for JMU to extend work ben-
efits to all employees in same-sex domestic 
partnerships. 

The approval was met with a round of 
applause from the senators. 

Assistant professor of political science 
Rob Alexander isn’t a member of the Facul-
ty Senate, but was present at the December 
meeting. 

Alexander, who identifies as gay, said it 
was reassuring that the senators came to 
such a quick decision, and that the issue 
of same-sex domestic partner benefits 
didn’t cause any conflict or debate within 
the group.

“I think anyone who finds themselves 
in the minority group … it just feels good 
when a group of people, who may not be 
part of your minority group, affirms you,” 
he said. 

Senior director of communications and 

university spokesperson Don Egle said that 
because Virginia doesn’t recognize same-
sex marriages as legal, JMU, as a state 
institution, can’t change its policy regard-
ing benefits.

“The agencies [JMU] of the Common-
wealth have no authority to grant same-sex 
domestic partners the same benefits as 
those granted to spouses of employees, as 
defined by the statutes and constitution,” 
Egle said. 

Egle said JMU is committed to certain 
values, such as “integrity, mutual respect, 
diversity and inclusion,” and will continue 
to pay attention to these issues and more 
on a national level.

At the most recent Faculty Senate meet-
ing last Thursday, philosophy professor and 
Faculty Senate member Mark Piper pre-
sented a resolution that invites President 
Jon Alger to attend the next senate meet-
ing on Feb. 27.

The senate members approved the reso-
lution and gathered a list of possible topics 
they wanted to discuss with Alger. The issue 
of same-sex domestic partner benefits was 
one of the first on the list.

Communication sciences and disor-
ders professor Rory DePaolis suggested 
that JMU take a more active role on the 

see LGBT, page 4

Marriage benefits called into question
Faculty Senate supports benefits for same-sex partnerships; invites Alger to next month’s meeting

Man’s best friend
Freshman Nathan Selove has special bond with his disability dog Sylvia

Sylvia, an autism service dog, has helped Nathan Selove cope 
with his Asperger’s syndrome since he was in seventh grade.

By LAUREN HUNT
The Breeze

The Quad is the land of the dogs 
when it’s warm. Most people let you 
pet and sometimes even pick up and 
snuggle their puppies. But there’s 
one dog out all year round that you 
can’t pet — she’s on the clock. Her 
name is Sylvia and she’s an autism 
service dog.

Nathan Selove, a freshman com-
munication studies and theatre 
double major, was diagnosed with 
Asperger’s syndrome, a form of high-
functioning autism, at the age of 9. 
The summer before Selove started 
seventh grade he got Sylvia from 
Susquehanna Service Dogs in Har-
risburg, Pa.

“She helps me out through deep 
pressure therapy — basically if I’m 
starting an ‘aspy-meltdown,’ she’ll, 
like, get on my lap and the pressure 
helps to soothe me and calm me 
down,” Selove said. “Sometimes if 
I’m in a crowd, she’ll actually block 
people. I’ll get to a wall and she’ll 
stand in front of me to block them.”

Selove was severely bullied in 
elementary school and his parents 
feared that it would be worse in mid-
dle school, and it was. When Selove 
announced to his class that he would 
not be in school for the last week of 
the sixth grade to train with Sylvia, 
his class cheered.

 

“The bullying was really, really bad 
before I had her. It started when I was 
in the fourth grade and it just got 
worse and worse,” Selove said. “And 
then, here comes Sylvia and sud-
denly everyone realizes, ‘Oh, maybe 
we shouldn’t have been so hard on 
Nathan. Maybe he can’t help it.’”

But bullying was not the only 
problem Selove and his family would 
face. Getting Sylvia into middle 
school with him proved to be anoth-
er challenge.

The school board argued that 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
did not apply to Selove. Eventually 
the board presented Selove and his 
family with a contract stating that he 
could bring Sylvia to school but she 
could not ride the bus, and the board 
reserved the right to remove Sylvia at 
any time for any reason.

Selove’s family was not thrilled 
with the contract but signed under 
duress so that Selove could return to 
school with Sylvia.

Then, in 2008, Virginia Delegate 
Mark Cole wrote a bill requiring 
schools to accommodate service 
dogs and it passed unanimously 
in the state legislature as well as in 
every committee it was sent to. It 
was also signed by then-Governor 
Tim Kaine. 

Selove’s family then demanded that 
the contract be annulled, and it was.

see DOG, page 10

HOLLY  WARFIELD / THE BREEZE

>> Wingin’ in the Super Bowl
A table of JMU students and alumni enjoy wings and drinks while they cheer on their favorite team in the Super Bowl at Quaker Steak 

& Lube last night. The restaurant, along with other wing joints in Harrisonburg, were busy all day with students and locals picking up 
wings for their parties. The Denver Broncos took on the Seattle Seahawks at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey for Super Bowl XLVIII.

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE
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WORLD NEWS
Syria talks end 
with hope, 
negotiations to 
continue
Los Angeles Times

BEIRUT — Long-anticipated Syr-
ian peace talks adjourned Friday in 
Switzerland without a major break-
through but with muted optimism 
that a negotiation process had finally 
been launched after nearly three years 
of civil war.

After almost a week of face-to-face 
talks between Syrian government offi-
cials and members of the U.S.-backed 
opposition bloc, both sides agreed 
to meet again within two weeks, said 
Lakhdar Brahimi, the chief United 
Nations mediator.

“Progress is very slow indeed,” Bra-
himi told reporters in Geneva. “This 
is a very modest beginning. But it is a 
beginning on which we can build.”

The chief Syrian negotiator, Foreign 
Minister Walid Moallem, said at a news 
conference that the government would 
decide whether to participate in more 
talks after consultations in Damascus, 

the Syrian capital, with President 
Bashar Assad and other officials.

Although frustrated by the talks, 
known as Geneva II, Syrian officials 
were widely expected to return for 
another round, if largely because of 
pressure from Damascus’ key ally, 
Russia. Moscow worked closely for 
months with Washington to ensure that 
this week’s Syrian peace conference in 
Switzerland took place.

Intense international pressure final-
ly brought both sides to the bargaining 
table, despite deep disagreements 
between the two camps and a split 
in the fractious opposition about the 
utility of the talks. Neither side wants 
to be blamed for the collapse of the 
nascent process that appears to be the 
only hope, however faint, of ending the 
fighting. 

China’s changes 
could affect world
McClatchey Foreign Staff

BEIJING — Countries that supply 
China with raw materials got a taste in 
January of what the future holds as the 
world’s second-largest economy pre-
pares to restructure itself and dampen 
its mega-growth of the last two decades.

Rattled investors engaged in a mas-
sive sell-off of stocks and currencies from 
so-called emerging markets, hammer-
ing countries from Brazil to South Africa 
that have profited from mining exports 
to China.

This won’t be the last time the world’s 
markets react — or overreact — to what 
some call China’s “rebalancing.” China 
is just getting started on boosting the 
domestic economy and scaling back the 
kinds of resource-intensive industries 
that have made it the world’s manufac-
turing giant. Michael Pettis, a professor of 
finance at Peking University, said China’s 
transition would harm numerous devel-
oping countries, particularly those that 
had invested heavily in exporting iron 
and other metals to China.

“There is no way around it,” said Pet-
tis, who’s also a senior associate in the 
Asia Program at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. “If you are 
Brazil, Peru or Chile and you made a big 
bet on (metal) commodity prices, you 
are going to be very disappointed.” “We 
all knew that China’s growth rate had to 
slow. We all knew that the growth rates 
of the past 30 years were unsustainable,” 
said Jock O’Connell, a California-based 
trade economist. “Now, apparently, 
slower growth in China has investment 
analysts on Wall Street sounding a trifle 
hysterical.” 

Ukrain president 
takes leave during 
conflicts
Los Angeles Times

KIEV — Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovich has taken a sick leave amid 
the nation’s political crisis.

“Ukraine’s president is on a sick leave 
in connection with an acute respirato-
ry disease accompanied by high fever,” 
Alexander Orda, the presidential staff’s 
deputy health chief, said in a statement 
posted on Thursday morning.

This came a day after Yanukovich com-
pelled parliament to sign a conditional 
amnesty for more than 100 detained par-
ticipants in protests that started when 
Yanukovich refrained from signing an 
association and trade deal with the Euro-
pean Union.

The protests were predominant-
ly peaceful until mid-January, when 
Yanukovich endorsed a number of 
controversial laws that set off a fierce 
confrontation between thousands of 
protesters and riot police in central Kiev.

Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune 
wire services

NATION NEWS
“Her” and ”Phillips” 
win top Writers’ Guild 
awards
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — The Writers Guild of Amer-
ica honored Spike Jonze for his future-set love 
story “Her” with its award for original screen-
play and Billy Ray for “Captain Phillips,” the 
true story of a hijacking at sea, for adapted 
screenplay on Saturday night. The awards were 
announced during simultaneous ceremonies in 
Los Angeles and New York.

The original screenplay category matched 
up five-for-five in nominations with the Acad-
emy Awards, perhaps tipping the hand of what 
awards-watchers may expect to see at the 
Oscars in a few weeks.

Those other nominees were “American Hus-
tle,” written by Eric Warren Singer and David 
O. Russell; “Blue Jasmine,” written by Woody 
Allen; “Dallas Buyers Club,” written by Craig 
Borten and Melisa Wallack; and “Nebraska,” 
written by Bob Nelson. 

Although many eyes are on the WGA’s film 
categories in search of clues to how the upcom-
ing Oscars might go, the group also recognized 
television writing Saturday night. “Breaking 
Bad” won in the drama category, and “Veep” 
won for comedy.

Egypt’s Morsi back on 
trial for 2012 
protester deaths
Los Angeles Times

CAIRO — Deposed Islamist President 
Mohamed Morsi was back in court again Satur-
day, on trial for inciting murder.

Morsi, who has been jailed since an army-led 
coup against him on July 3, faces four separate 
court proceedings on a number of charges. Sev-
eral of them carry the death penalty.

This case began in November and was 
adjourned to Jan. 8 after a brief, chaotic hear-
ing during which Morsi and his co-defendants 
shouted down the judge. The Jan. 8 session 
was held without the ex-president present; 

authorities said bad weather had prevented a 
helicopter flight from his high-security prison.

During a session of a separate trial Tuesday, 
on charges of orchestrating a prison break, Morsi 
was confined to a soundproofed glassed-in cage, 
able to hear the proceedings but to speak only 
when a microphone was activated. State televi-
sion showed clips of him shouting ineffectually 
inside the cage.

In the case being heard Saturday, Morsi was 
on trial with 14 co-defendants. They are accused 
in the deaths of protesters outside the presiden-
tial palace in December 2012, when Morsi was 
president. 

Obama hints at 
immigration reform
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — In a potential breakthrough 
on immigration reform, President Barack Obama 
on Friday signaled a surprising openness to a new 
Republican proposal that does not include a spe-
cial pathway to citizenship for the estimated 11 
million people who are in the country illegally.

The comments by the president, who previously 

insisted on a special citizenship route, raised 
hopes for a bipartisan compromise on immi-
gration during an election year that is otherwise 
likely to be short on legislative achievements.

But it remained unclear whether other Dem-
ocrats and labor groups who have advocated 
changing the nation’s immigration laws would 
follow the president’s lead. And a growing num-
ber of Republicans remain wary of tackling any 
sort of immigration reform bill this year, fearing 
that it will further divide the GOP before the mid-
term election in November.

Obama’s comments to CNN and during a 
Google Plus online chat came after Republicans 
released a proposal Thursday that would offer 
legal status to immigrants, but contained no 
special citizenship process except for children 
brought here illegally by their parents. Republi-
can support for legalization was itself considered 
a breakthrough. 

Previously, Obama had signaled that he would 
only support a reform bill modeled on a biparti-
san Senate bill passed last year, which offered a 
13-year path for immigrants to obtain citizenship. 
The bill stalled in the House.

Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune wire 
services

Thursday’s puzzle solved‘

Discuss this week’s burning topics with us! 
Send us your responses @TheBreezeJMU 
or on our Facebook.

If they don’t want hockey on the ponds...put a sign up stating 
so...then maybe judicial can have a say 

		                 Sarah DeFelice | via Facebook

I’m glad this is a bigger concern than crime off campus...

Justin Porter | via Facebook

Some students took advantage of the cold 
weather and played ice hockey on the East 
Campus retention pond. 

But now they might be facing possible action 
from Judicial Affairs. What do you think of 
this?

  The Buzz

It’s more the fact that we do not live in an area where we get 
enough freezing temperatures for the ice on bodies of water to 
be safe to stand on. What if he had fallen through the ice and 
had to be rescued, or had died. He could have potentially put 
the lives of rescuers at risk. They shouldn’t have to post signs 
that say “hey, don’t walk out on the frozen pond”, in this area of 
the nation it should be common sense that it’s not safe.

		     Lorrie Coffey Howard | via Facebook

‘
It If he fell through the ice then he or his family would have been 
responsible to cover the cost of rescue. Unless there are signs 
stating that the pond should not be entered, how about the school 
just say “Don’t do that again” and put out a statement to students 
that entering frozen bodies of water is dangerous and students will 
be held accountable. Don’t shaft this kid for wanting to play hockey 
though, that just isn’t right.	         
		               Andrew Edwards | via Facebook

IT IS A TWO FOOT DEEP DRAINAGE POND

		                       Alex Parker | via Facebook



By samantha ellis 
contributing writer 

The average student who studies abroad is usually study-
ing in a far-off and extra exotic location. However, a small 
niche of JMU students have found that they can now have 
this experience just two hours from campus in the concrete 
jungle that is Washington, D.C. 

The program, which began in 1997, combines academics 
with internships in the students’ desired field. 

“Our primary goal is to get students fully emerged in the 
work. It’s no secret that the job market is tough,” David Jones, 
a political science professor and professor in residence for 
the JMU Washington Semester program, said. “And this 
gives students a head start by getting them professional 
experience.”

Last semester, the program received about 50 applica-
tions. Currently, there are 16 students participating in the 
D.C. semester abroad. The program accepts all majors, 
though most are political science or international affairs. 
However, there are always a few outside majors according 
to Jones. 

“Even though this seems like it isn’t that far from JMU, 
it really truly is a study abroad experience,” said junior 

communication studies and justice studies double major 
Natalie Lester. “You’re living and working in a completely 
different cultural area.”

Lester and other program participants take classes and 
are working in internships in places throughout the city like 
the Environmental Protection Agency, Capitol Hill and the 
Wilson Center. Lester interns at Community Family Life 
Services, a nonprofit organization that helps homeless and 
low-income families. 

At her internship, Lester said she helps with the organiza-
tions different programs like food and clothing distribution, 

transitional housing and mentoring. 
Students live and take classes out of a building in   Wood-

ley Park, a neighborhood located in the heart of the city. 
It’s only blocks away from the Metro and the Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo.

“It’s cool to be in the same space with people who have 
the same passions as you,” Lester said. “It’s really cool to live 
in a suite where you can have conversations with people 
about public policy and stuff  — it’s just a really cool learn-
ing environment inside the classroom and out.”

Lester said she and the other students are taking two 
classes at in D.C. through the program — one about civil 
wars and the other about transitioning from war to peace. 

The program even has its own Twitter feed, where stu-
dents can share their experiences with the program.

“Students will talk about the program and academics, 
but they mainly like to tweet about the exciting things 
they’ve gotten to do in the city,” Jones said. “We have 
organized trips to places like the Kennedy, Ford The-
ater and the Capitol. But most of what students do is on 
their own. Ice skating, museums and the National Cathe-
dral. There’s a lot that can be enjoyed in the city for free.”

see DC, page 4
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 Be a writer
Get writing experience at an award-winning paper.

Email breezenews@gmail.com. 

courtesy of twitter

By Erin Flynn
The Breeze

JMU writing, rhetoric and technical communications professor 
Erin Lambert Hartman explained that a philosophy professor once 
taught her an important lesson about what it means to be a good 
person. 

Her professor said, “A good person is someone animals and chil-
dren don’t feel afraid to be around.”

Whitten Maher is one student who Hartman said lived up to such 
a definition and stood out from the rest in all of her eight years of 
teaching.

 Maher  who was part of the class of 2010, died on Dec. 20, 2012 at 
the age of 25 after taking his own life. Maher served as both a design 
editor and an opinion editor for The Breeze. During his time, he 
authored an award-winning column called “Gadfly.” 

“When Whitten died, I felt a profound sense of loss to this lineage, 
because what I, and others, had passed along to him seemed to have 
come to an end,” Hartman, his former GHUM 200 professor, said.

 This led Hartman and Whitten’s family to create The Whitten 
Maher Scholarship for Writing and Design, which will be awarded 
in the next school year.

 The scholarship is open to all full or part-time students of any 
major. Applicants must also be enrolled as a student for the fall 
semester. 

“[Applicants] have to submit a written work or design that falls 
under one or more of the following categories: educates through a 
civic purpose, promotes empathy rather than derision or seeks to 
support or encourage populations that feel misunderstood,” Kelly 
Snow, the director of the Office of Annual Giving, said.

 All three categories mirror Whitten’s personality and his writ-
ing; creating the scholarship in his honor as a way to bring his spirit 
back. 

 “Writing anything is like trying to join a conversation that started 
long before you arrived, and will continue long after you leave, and 
I sensed that Whitten really understood this,” Hartman said. “He 
expressed this in the classroom, in his papers and often through 
his articles for The Breeze.”

Whitten was also gay and many of the articles he wrote discussed 
sexual orientation.

Hartman remembers his ability and willingness to understand 
the point of view of others, even those he didn’t agree with.

 “When Whitten wrote, he was able to voice ideas that human-
ized those who, for whatever reasons, are not fully represented 
within that conversation,” Hartman said. “Likewise, he humanized 

those who expressed ideas with which he disagreed or that deeply 
offended him.”

Hartman also explained that Whitten understood the impor-
tance of listening to others. His style let the readers know that he 
heard them, as this further encouraged them to listen to what he 
had to say.

“Ultimately, it is this approach to writing that we’re seeking to 

promote in the recipients of this memorial scholarship,” Hart-
man said.

While Hartman remembers Maher for his writing, his work at 
The Breeze is what Brad Jenkins, general manager of The Breeze, 
remembers the most.

 Whitten, who served as opinion editor and design editor for 
The Breeze for more than two years, is also responsible for much 
of The Breeze’s current layout.

 “His design work, I would say, is the thing that sticks with me 
the most because it’s the thing that I still, every Monday and Thurs-
day, look at,” Jenkins said.

 He explained that Whitten was able to “demonstrate” the story 
he was trying to tell through his design. 

 “The point of design is not to necessarily make something look 
pretty, it’s to communicate something, and he understood that,” 
Jenkins said.

 Other than his work, Jenkins said Maher was known for his 
kindness to those he interacted with and his ability to work under 
pressure — especially when it came to deadlines. His dedication 
and compassion to his work was something many of his profes-
sors admired. 

 Snow, who didn’t know Maher personally, experienced this  
sentiment when she met up with many of the WRTC professors 
who are supporting the scholarship.

 “All of them were so touched by Whitten and were certainly 
grieving his loss,” Snow said. “So, it was just very powerful to see 
so many faculty members wanting to pull together to make this 
happen.”

His considerate attitude was re-emphasized to Hartman 
when his final paper was accepted at the 2009 General Educa-
tion Conference.

“As tragic as Whitten’s death will always be, I choose to see that 
he has given us an opportunity to create something that honors 
the great potential he had, a potential that lives in others, a poten-
tial this scholarship seeks to support,” Hartman said. 

According to Snow, the scholarship provides recipients $1,000 
each year they apply, and many of its supporters include JMU 
professors and many friends of the Maher family.

Students can nominate themselves or can be nomi-
nated by a full/part-time faculty member.  Along with a 
PDF of the nomination and the piece being turned in, a 
cover letter with the student’s contact information must be 
turned in by May 2 to be considered for the scholarship. 

Contact Erin Flynn at flynnen@dukes.jmu.edu. 

Remembering a visionary
Faculty team up to create scholarship in honor of former student writer and designerWhitten Maher

breeze file photo 

“Our primary goal is to get students 
fully emerged in the work. It’s no 
secret that the job market is tough.”
David Jones
political science professor and 
professor in residence for the JMU 
Semester in Washington program

Politically correct
Students enjoy practical learning experiences made possible by the JMU Washington Semester program

In addition to attending class, students in the JMU Washington Semester program go on different outings to museums and landmarks in Washington D.C., as well as intern at various places.

Whitten Maher graduated from JMU in 2010. He also served on The 
Breeze as both an opinion editor and design editor.  



4  Monday, February 3, 2014 breezejmu.org News

dc |  Students appreciate exposure to culture and life in Washington D.C. 

courtesy of jmu semester in washington 

JMU Semester in Washington students grab a bite to eat at Busboys and Poets, a restaurant, bookstore, lounge and theater in D.C. this semester. 

 lgbt | Faculty Senate members seek answers from Alger, administration 

from page 3

Lester said the most valuable 
thing the program in D.C. 
has brought her is the expo-
sure to different cultures and 
experiences. 

“The more you open your 
eyes, to new things, the fuller 
your life will be … it just allows 
you to have a broader scope of 
what this earth really encom-
passes,” she said. “This program 
has allowed me to do that.” 

Aislin Kavaldjian, a junior 
political science major, has 
greatly enjoyed the chance to 
try an assortment of new and 
unique places to eat. 

“Some of my favorite mem-
ories thus far have been at 
restaurants that dot the Nation-
al Mall,” she said. “I love Adams 
Morgan for the food and bar 
scene, and basically any good 
restaurant anywhere. I’m a 
foodie.”

For some, the numerous 
luxuries offered in the pro-
gram make it too expensive to 
be feasible.

To spend a semester in D.C., 
students pay regular tuition 
and fees, $200 for registra-
tion, plus an additional $4,500 
housing fee. While the cost has 
remained relatively the same, 
it’s still out of reach for a lot of 
students. 

Faith Hastie, a senior inter-
national affairs major, was 

accepted into the program but 
couldn’t afford it. 

“I think it is a great chance 
to network, shadow people in 
your field and learn how to talk 
and act the way you would in 
a professional career,”  Hastie 
said. “I would highly recom-
mend that those who can 
afford it go because it is an 
incredible opportunity.”

For students like Hewan 
Mengsteab, a freshman inter-
national affairs major,  a 
semester in D.C. would be a 
dream come true. 

“Just being able to go to 
Washington and experience 
big city life would be incred-
ible,” she said. She hopes to 
apply to the program in the 
near future.

Fortunately for her, the pro-
gram seems to be expanding. 

“While we do not have a sat-
ellite campus, we are exploring 
the option of our own facility. 
But that is very much in the 
preliminary stage,” Jones said. 
“Alumni are very interested in 
building our presence in Wash-
ington and having a functional 
space. But it is years away, if it 
even happens at all.” 

For those who’ve attended, 
the program continues to be a 
valuable learning experience 
and helpful resume booster. 

Contact Samantha Ellis 
at ellissl@dukes.jmu.edu. 
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issue, despite the state’s 
limitations. 

“If JMU did take an active role 
on this and took it back to our 
classrooms, I think it would be 
really powerful,” DePaolis said. 

Alexander has had to deal 
with these discrepancies 
first-hand. 

Alexander has been mar-
ried to his partner, Chip Brown, 
since this past June. Since their 
marriage isn’t recognized in Vir-
ginia, his partner can’t receive 
the same health benefits as 
Alexander.

“ Fo r tu nat e l y ,  [ B row n ] 
is  employed, so he’s able to 
secure those benefits through 
his employer,” he said. “But it’s 
a high premium, so we pay a 
couple hundred bucks a month 
for health insurance coverage.”

Before he came to JMU, 
Alexander worked at Rochester 
Institute of Technology while 
finishing his doctorate degree 
at Syracuse University. Both 
schools, he said, were able to 
provide benefits for him and 
Brown, since they were pri-
vate institutions and had more 
freedom to create their own 
policies.

Although Alexander notes 
that he and Brown don’t suffer 
significant financial problems 
because of the lack of coverage, 
it’s still an issue that needs to be 
addressed. 

“For me, it’s knowing that 
there’s a financial inequality for 
myself and other faculty mem-
bers who are married,” he said. 
“We’re not in a financial situa-
tion where those extra couple 
hundred bucks would make a 
huge difference. But I’m very 
empathetic with other employ-
ees at JMU who don’t have the 
luxury that we have.”

Alexander is also a lead-
ing member of the JMU LGBT 
Faculty and Staff Group, which 
advocates for the equality and 
interests of LGBTQQIAP facul-
ty and staff. 

Last semester, Alexander said 
he and several other members 
of the group met with Art Dean, 
special assistant to the president 
for diversity, and presented a 
number of short- and long-term 
goals for JMU’s LGBTQQIAP 
community.

One of these short term goals 
is to have data collected on the 
LGBTQQIAP community to get 
a better sense of what its needs 
are, and how to make JMU a 
safer place for that community.

“We don’t really know that 
much about [LGBTQQIAP stu-
dents, faculty and staff ] on 
campus,” he said. “It’s hard for 
us to say ‘Here’s some risky 
behaviors or challenges they 
face on campus.’”

While he said he understands 
that getting equal benefits and 
recognition statewide will be a 

longer process, he’s optimis-
tic about the direction that 
JMU is heading. Inclusion and 
acceptance of the LGBTQQIAP 
community, he said, coincides 
and supports the university 
mission as well as Alger’s goals 
for JMU.

“A big part of being engaged 
is that you’re not excluding 
anyone from that engagement,” 
Alexander said. “If we as an 
institution have policies that 
… somehow exclude people 
from engaging, that’s just going 
to hobble us.”

Associate profesor of math-
ematics professor Rebecca 
Field has been with her wife, 
Anne Lorimer, for 21 years. 
Field and Lorimer have faced 
financial difficulties because 
of the lack of same-sex benefits 
from JMU, particularly when it 
comes to finding affordable 
and adequate health insurance 
for Lorimer. 

Lorimer was formerly an 
adjunct faculty member in the 
anthropology department  — 
a job that, although rewarding, 
didn’t pay well. Lorimer, she 
said, was getting paid $3,000 
a class per semester, with no 
health benefits. 

Now Lorimer owns and 
operates the Blacks Run Zen 
Center, a zen-meditation cen-
ter located downtown. Through 

the center, Lorimer voluntari-
ly offers the community the 
opportunity to experience and 
learn about zen meditation and 
practice.

Field said she’s currently try-
ing to support herself, Lorimer 
and the meditation center on 
her salary. Lately it’s been dif-
ficult because the building 
they purchased on East Mar-
ket Street for the center needed 
maintenance. They recently 
had to remove asbestos from 
the building, which cost them 
about $20,000.  

Field said the inequality in 
coverage made job searching 
difficult, as some schools where 
she applied for jobs were locat-
ed in states like Massachusetts, 
where she and Lorimer got 
married.

“It does make jobs outside 
[Virginia] preferable,” Field 
said. “Basically, my colleagues 
make more money than me, 
not because they actually have 
a higher salary, but because 
their benefit packages are 
worth a lot more.”

Field also remembers when, 
before she and Lorimer moved 
to Harrisonburg, Lorimer had 
searched the words “Harri-
sonburg” and “gay” on Google. 
One of the results they found, 
Field said, was a “very anti-gay” 
letter to the editor published in 
the Daily News-Record.

“It almost made me reject 
the job right there,” she said. 

But Field said her teaching 
experience at JMU has been 
positive. She recalled when her 
department voted unanimous-
ly to support the Faculty Senate 
resolution.

“I was just so touched — no 
one voted against it,” she said. 
“I know it’s not about me, but 
I was the only person there at 
our department meeting who 
could be affected by this.”

Despite their difficulties, 
Field said it’s important to 
recognize that the unequal 
distribution of benefits affects 
same-sex couples who have 
children on an even greater 
level. She said that she’s known 
employees who have left Vir-
ginia because they wanted to 
have children.

Field also said by having 
these policies in place, it nega-
tively affects JMU. 

“You do lose people just 
because of that one thing 
— and good people too.”

Contact IJ Chan at 
breezenews@gmail.com.

“It does make jobs 
outside [Virginia] 
preferable. Basically, 
my colleagues make 
more money than 
me, not because 
they actually have 
a higher salary, 
but because their 
benefit packages are 
worth a lot more.”
Rebecca Field
associate professor 
of mathematics

trixie haddon / the breeze

TOP Assistant political science professor Rob Alexander (left) and his partner, Chip Brown, were married in 
June. BOTTOM Associate mathematics professor Rebecca Field (left) has been with her wife, Anne Lorimer 
for 21 years. Lorimer and Field own the Blacks Run Zen Meditation Center located in downtown Harrisonburg. 
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A “please-quiet-down” dart to 
my faithful car. While I appreciate 
you handling the snow well, a little 
less screeching and squealing while 
we drive would be nice.

From a driver who knows it is 
freezing but doesn’t want to feel 
embarrassed anymore.

An “I-hope-you-enjoy-the-
cigars-you-roll-with-my-
money” dart to Parking Services 
for offering shamefully limited and 
less than convenient parking and 
for not fixing the Grace Street Deck 
counter.

From someone who doesn’t 
appreciate their already limited 
options becoming even more 
limited.

A “just-watch-it-on-Netflix” 
dart to University Program Board 
for falsely claiming during the “2013 
Rewind” Trivia Night that Michael 
Scott (Steve Carell) was boss of 
“The Office” in its final season. 
Andy Bernard (Ed Helms) takes 
over!

From a loyal fan who is 
disappointed that you shamed the 
good name of Dunder-Mifflin Paper 
Company.

An “if-you-have-a-cell-phone-
you-have-a-ride” dart to the 
person who admitted that they 
drove while being over twice 
the legal limit and to the police 
officer who let them go with only a 
warning.

From a JMU alumna who still 
loves to read witty Darts and Pats, 
not ones about compromising lives.

A “thanks-for-being-there” pat 
to the Nap Nook for giving me a 
warm place to snuggle up between 
classes during this arctic tundra.

From a frozen senior who is too 
lazy to drive home for a much-
needed nap.

A “what?!” dart to a female op-ed 
writer who’s anti-feminist. 

From a male reader who knows 
that word really means women 
deserve the same rights as men.

A “that’s-not-what-we-do-
here” dart to the jerk who stole 
and used my gold JACard five 
months before graduation.

From a senior who would have 
liked to keep the same one all four 
years.

A “hey-good-lookin’-what-you-
got-cookin’” pat to Donna, the 
goddess of D-Hall, for being the 
coolest woman out there. 

From a student who appreciates 
Donna’s welcoming smile and pretty 
hair.

A “big-cheese” pat to The Breeze 
editor for being the big cheese. 

From the cheese cutter.

A “some-of-us-have-to-
actually-show-up-in-order-
to-earn-a-paycheck” dart to the 
student who was able to get up, 
look outside, email her supervisor 
and go back to sleep when it 
snowed the other week.

From someone who feels you need 
to think before you take that silver 
spoon out of your mouth to speak.

A “you-obviously-don’t-know-
what you’re-talking-about” 
dart to the person who wrote the 
opinion piece on the Blackboard/
Canvas split.

From a Center for Information 
Technology student worker who has 
seen professors not want to make an 
effort in switching to Canvas, and 
knows that if students want to find a 
tutorial, they can look for one.

A “high-five” pat to the opinion 
section, and everyone who put 
work into it, for a great informative 
section on Jan. 30.

From an informed student.

A “cheerio” pat to the people who 
started the London alumni chapter.

From a student that has been 
looking for a way back since she left.

A “you’re-welcome” dart to the 
girl who caught my roommate and 
me off guard and interrupted our 
conversation to ask us if we were 
done eating. 

From two seniors who know that 
tables at Top Dog are a commodity 
but just needed some extra time to 
sit and relax between classes.

A “do-you-really-care-about-
us?” dart to JMU for allowing 
people to go to class in inclement 
weather, then canceling while 
others were already on their way 
to class.

From someone who could have 
died.

A “you’re-the-new-Lil-Wayne” 
dart to Hugh Grant for fathering 
three children by three different 
women, all of whom he’s never had 
a serious relationship with.

From someone who knows what 
condoms and the Pill are.

A “you-almost-made-me-cry-
tears-of-joy” pat to the girl that 
generously tipped her server at 
Madison Grill on Friday night. 

From your server, who was 
having a rough week and needed 
the blessing!

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

It seems like Egypt has been all 
over the news for the past three 
years. And for good reason. Egypt’s 
a mess. Whether you’re an Egyptian 
or just a person who follows the 
news, you know how unstable Egypt 
has been. 

Being an Egyptian American 
makes it especially hard not to get 
caught up in the black hole that is 
now Egyptian politics. I was born 
and raised in America, but went 
to Egypt for summer vacations 
with my family almost every year. 
Growing up, these visits made me 
attached to Egypt in a way that I 
otherwise wouldn’t have been, 
thus the concerns I have about the 
country’s condition.

Three years after its revolution, 
Egypt still seems to be fighting the 
same battle. I’ve been to Egypt twice 
in the last three years as well as 
before the revolution started, and 
I can honestly say that Egypt is the 
worst it’s ever been.

Let me break it down for you. 
After Hosni Mubarak, Egypt’s 
former dictator, was ousted, the 
Egyptian military ruled what was 
an interim government. During 
that period, many political parties 
developed or regained their vigor 
with the hope that democracy 
would allow them to pursue their 
political goals. The Egyptian people 
were impatient and protested 
against the military’s rule of Egypt. 
“Down, down with military rule” 
was the chant that I and many 
others shouted in the streets. 

Mubarak was just another army 
general, after all, and repeating 
the same mistake of trusting the 
military was something Egyptians 
were not willing to do. Back in 

2011 that is. Anyway, one of the 
political groups that rose to power 
during that period was the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Yes, and what is 
that exactly you might ask? Well, 
the Muslim Brotherhood, or MB, 
is an old Egyptian political party 
that was founded on basic Islamic 
principles. They aren’t extremists, 
but they’re also not the most liberal, 
as with most religious political 
organizations out there. 

Nonetheless, the MB gained a lot 
of supporters and won Egypt’s first 
democratic and fair presidential 
elections, making Mohamed Morsi 
Egypt’s first democratically elected 
president. I was there when Morsi 
won the election, and the people’s 
happiness and hope had was at an 
all-time high. 

Of course not everyone agreed 
with the MB or Morsi, and I myself 
was hesitant about the dangerous 
mixture of religion and politics, 
especially since Egypt has a 
considerable Coptic population 
and did not want the MB in power 
during such a critical time for Egypt.

A year or so passed and Egypt’s 
30 years of corruption weren’t 
magically fixed. Shocking. What 
strikes me as most detrimental to 
the (failed) Egyptian revolution is 
that people were not patient and 
expected results from Morsi right 
away. 

They hadn’t even let him finish 
his four-year term when once 
again Egyptians took to the streets 
in June of 2013 and gave what the 
military called “permission” to 
throw him out of office. Soon after 
that, none other than the military 
took over Egypt again in what 
many described as a “military 

coup.” General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
is “running” for president in the 
upcoming elections. An election 
in which there will probably be no 
opposition.

Even more concerning is the fact 
that many anti-military protesters 
have died, with around 50 dying on 
the revolution’s third anniversary 
due to clashes with police and army 
forces. Since then, the MB has been 
called a terrorist group and any 
outward support for them may lead 

to police brutality or a jail sentence. 
What’s even more baffling is the 
number of Egyptians who support 
the military even after all the 
bloodshed it has caused. 

Still, I have hope for Egypt. Hope 
that one day the poor and powerless 
will have a say in their future. 
Hope that religion won’t be used 
as a political tool to gather votes; 
nor will the media use people’s 
ignorance to their advantage. 
Times like these are when I most 

appreciate being an American.
I can voice my opinions with a 

greater amount of freedom than 
almost anywhere in the world. I 
just hope one day that freedom can 
be extended to people all over the 
world. 

Nahla Aboutabl is a sophomore 
political science and international 
affairs double major. Contact 
Nahla at aboutanm@dukes.jmu.
edu.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Police in Cairo, Egypt block off an area that is a result of a car bombing. The bomb killed at least five and injured 51 others.

Nahla Aboutabl |  contributing columnist

Egypt remains in a state of unrest after three years
JMU students should be grateful for their rights as Americans

Blair Rosen / The Breeze

Quad Cat Super Bowl



Gay marriage: The debate is 
ongoing and getting stronger than 
ever. So far, 17 states in the United 
States have legalized the institution of 
marriage for same-sex couples. The 
most recent being Illinois, whose laws 
will take effect June 1, 2014. So there is 
evidence of progress, but the question 
to ask is, “Why is this progress so 
slow?”

Recently in the news, Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Mexico and 
Uruguay legalized same-sex marriage. 
Argentina started the trend by being 
the first in 2010 when Argentina’s 
president, Cristina Fernández de 
Kirchner, signed Latin America’s first 
same-sex marriage law.

When reading about this 

development, that news took me by 
surprise. I thought South American 
countries have a reputation for 
being traditional and religious, 
most notably Catholic. After doing 
research, I successfully found some 
insightful reasons why the advances 
in gay marriage makes sense.

Latin American countries have 
been updating their constitutions to 
comply with the currents times while 
America has stuck to the framework 
of our founding fathers’ constitution 
in the 1700s. Many people argue 
that the 14th Amendment of the 
Constitution makes it clear that all 
persons should be equally treated 
under the law and hence deserve 
equal opportunities.

The Supreme Court is in charge 
of interpreting the constitution 
and what exceptions may be 
made. They have concluded that 
federal ban on same-sex marriage 
is unconstitutional; however, the 
problems arise because states have 
their own constitutions. For example, 
Texas has the right to define what 
marriage is and has interpreted 
marriage to be between a male and 
female, so gay marriage will likely 
not be legal there anytime soon. 
Massachusetts on the other hand, 
was the first state to decide marriage 
was not solely for heterosexual 
couples in 2004.

The most significant reason I found 
for the differences between the U.S. 

and the aforementioned countries is 
that marriage in Latin America is only 
concerned with the legality of a civil 
union, no matter if a heterosexual 
or a homosexual couple is involved. 
The U.S. marriage laws involve strong 
religious connections, which makes it 
harder to separate church and state.

According to a Washington 
Post-ABC News poll, 58 percent of 
Americans believe gay marriage 
should be legal, while 36 percent 
voted in the other direction. That’s 
a higher approval rating than 
Gallup polls show for our current 
president! It would seem that with 
this ever-increasing approval rating, 
faster change would be brought 
about. The change in Latin America 

seems to be based heavily on LGBT 
activists joining forces with national 
politicians. Doesn’t this remind 
anyone of civil rights in our country 
not too long ago?

Slow change is better than no 
change at all, but there are couples 
out there who won’t experience 
legalized gay marriage in their state 
during their lifetime. These are the 
ones worth standing up for. Many 
Latin American politicians have stood 
up for them. Now it’s our turn.

Lauren Young is a junior 
English and writing, rhetoric 
and technical communication 
double major. Contact Lauren at 
young2le@dukes.jmu.edu.
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A question was posed to me the 
other day, one that I hear often in 
my position as the guy in charge 
of university communications. 
Students, faculty, staff, alumni, 
members of the local community 
— even my own family — ask, 
“How come I didn’t know about 
that event at JMU? What the heck!” 
My response is typically along the 
lines of, “Gosh, there’s so much 
happening on campus, it’s no 
wonder you might have missed it.”  

The casualness of my response, 
however, belies my keen interest in 
meeting the challenge of keeping 
the JMU community informed.

Since I am an administrator at a 
respected university, chances are 
high that I will run into someone 
much smarter than me on campus. 
Surely enough, just after getting the 
question about missed events the 
other day, I was in a meeting with 
a senior faculty member whose 
intellect I respect a great deal. So I 
asked, “Do you ever miss campus 
events because you didn’t hear 
about them?” Glancing up from his 
iPad, he said, “Yes.” I then asked, 
“Did you know that every university 
event is listed on the JMU home 
page, and you can even get the 
listing on your smart phone?” He 
said, “No.” I thought, “Crap.”

Implicit to the questions I 
receive about missed events 
is a suggestion that maybe the 
university doesn’t do enough to 
communicate about events. In 
many cases I am sure that is true. 
But because there is so much 
happening on campus people begin 
to ignore the channel, carrying 
the promotions when every event 
is promoted. Think of university 
bulk email: organizations all across 
campus use bulk email to promote 
their events. But when was the 

last time you actually read one? 
Honestly.

There is a social issue here larger 
than simply missed art openings or 
badly-attended guest lectures. I’m 
no sociologist or anthropologist, 
but I do have a theory. Because 
we now possess and carry with us 
at all times enabling devices that 
deliver content we’ve chosen to 
receive, we assume that we will 
know everything we need to know. 
Certainly, such a convenience is a 
modern wonder. But it has flipped 
a fundamental reality: many of us 
no longer feel a compulsion to be 
informed because it should simply 
just happen via our devices. So 
if I am uninformed it’s no longer 
because I didn’t pay attention or 
wasn’t curious, it’s because the 
system didn’t work.

Traveling before the days of GPS 
required using actual paper maps. 
The first step in finding your way 
using a paper map was to locate 
yourself, which in unfamiliar 
territory could be a real challenge. 
We no longer have to do that 
because GPS enabled maps to tell 
us where we are. We are the dot at 
the center of existence while the 
Earth rotates under us and our 
destinations rush to greet us. This 
is astounding technology. But I 
wonder what it might be doing 
to the workings of our minds, 
or to our innate curiosity and 
inclination to seek.

If you have any ideas about how 
the university might communicate 
better, my email and phone number 
can be found on www.jmu.edu, 
right near events. 

Andy Perrine is the associate vice 
president of communications and 
marketing at JMU. Contact Andy 
at perri2ad@jmu.edu.

Andy Perrine |  guest columnist

Communication is the key
We need a better way to get the word out on events

LAUREN YOUNG |  contributing columnist

America is losing the race for same-sex marriage 
With some Latin American countries swiftly passing legislation, America is falling behind 

samantha baars |  contributing columnist

JMU needs to start conserving resources
US citizens use more water than any other country, and JMU is no exception

Did you know that more than 
one billion people in the world 
(that’s 14 percent of the global 
population) live on less than 1.5 
gallons of water each day?

And for your fact-checking 
pleasure, all of the statistics I’m 
going to throw at you can be found 
at water.org — a sobering website 
that I hope you’ll find time to visit. 
It cites facts from UNICEF and the 
World Health Organization that are 
relevant to each and every one of 
you.

So let’s get down to business. Are 
you aware of how much water you 
are personally wasting?

Now, don’t think I’m some kind 
of water snob who never washes 
her clothes or flushes the toilet and 
bathes in the river — I’m just as 
guilty as every person reading this. 
I decided to use a water calculator 
provided by National Geographic 
to evaluate my own water footprint.

According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the average 
American family of four can use up 
to 400 gallons of water every day. 
Most of this is used through toilets, 
faucet, shower, leaks and washers, 
with approximately 70 percent of 
this done indoors. I realize now 
that my water usage is disgusting. 

And on that note, an American 
taking a five-minute shower uses 
more water than the average 
person in a developing country 
uses in an entire day. We should 
feel lucky that we have this 
privilege, but every drop we use 
is one that we can’t get back. And 
yes, I know about recycled water 
(the sewage that gets “cleaned” and 
sent back through your tap for you 
to drink), but even that won’t last 
forever.

So, here’s the truth, and this is 
where it gets kind of confusing. 

On Earth, we have lots and lots 
of water (About 70 percent of our 
Earth is covered with it, according 
to every science textbook we’ve 
read since elementary school). 
But the majority of that water 
isn’t clean and, unfortunately, the 
clean water is what we’re after.

Last semester, I read an essay 
that said if all of the world’s water 
could be put in a one-gallon 
bucket, the amount of clean, 
drinkable water that would fill 
a mere tablespoon. And of that 
tablespoon, about two-thirds of 
the water is trapped in glaciers.

So what are we supposed 
to do? It’s really quite simple: 
CONSERVE. We can all avoid 
a water crisis if we all work 
together. I’m going to give you a 
few simple tips, and just imagine 
the impact we could make if we’d 
all follow them.

First off, cut your shower back 
by one minute. Just one minute 
less of singing Ke$ha into your 
shampoo bottle microphone will 
save seven gallons of water per 
shower. 

Also, soak your pots and pans 
instead of letting the water run 
while you scrape them. Turn the 
water off while you brush your 
teeth. You’d be amazed at how 
much water we can save just by 
turning off the faucet. 

Stop the “courtesy flushes.” In 
the long run, saving water is way 
more courteous. You also don’t 
have to wash towels and wash 
cloths after every use. Unless 
you’re really nasty. Then go ahead 
and do it. 

Samantha Baars is a junior 
media arts and design major. 
Contact Samantha at baarssj@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Blair Rosen / The BreezeSource: EPA
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BULL RIDING
BARREL RACING
TICKETS

ADULTS: $15
12& UNDER $5

5& UNDER: FREE 

7:00 PM

SHOWTIME DATE 
FEB. 8, 2014

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
BROKEN M LIVESTOCK

SCOTTY MICHAEL - 540.820.1532
WWW.BROKENMLIVESTOCK.COM

BROKENMLIVESTOCK@HOTMAIL.COM

RAPHINE, VA
OLD GRAY MARE ARENA

435 LOFTON ROAD

$5 OFF WITH A STUDENT ID

1625 East Market Street 
Harrisonburg, VA 
(in Market Square East Plaza 
near Petsmart)
(540) 433-1870

MondayMonday
Wing specials:
•35 cent boneless wings
•45 cent traditional wings

7 TVʼs!

NFL Sunday Ticket

Every Monday night

New!

Honey BBQ, Old Bay, Garlic 
Parmesan, Asian BBQ, Spicy 

Ranch, Cajun BBQ

Award-winning
All-day

Live

Every Tuesday
at 10 pm

with Mike Davis

Cel

ebrating

years

Join us at
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LABOR DAZE
Review of the visually pleasing cliché, “Labor Day,” on page 10.

Out with the old
New gallery exhibit calls attention to historic renovation of downtown Harrisonburg

Houses like this on East Rock Street were demolished in the 1960s during the federally-funded R-4 and R-16 urban renewal projects. The buildings, usually 
considered to be “blighted” or in poor condition, were torn down to make room for more profitable business real estate, though many were replaced by parking lots.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JAMES CHUNG AND LAUREN GORDON

By MARY KATE WHITE
The Breeze

At a JMuse cafe event in September, Doris Allen, now 
87 years old, recounted the tale of “two white men” hand-
ing her an envelope and telling her she had six months 
to get out of her home. She said she may have harbored 
“some resentment,” but that “what they done to us, they 
done to all.”

A new exhibit in Roop Hall’s Institute for Visual Stud-
ies, opening tomorrow, hopes to spark discussions like 
this about Harrisonburg’s changes of the past and how 
they’re still affecting us today.

The exhibit, “What Was Lost: Urban Renewal in 1960s 
Harrisonburg,” documents the changes brought to down-
town Harrisonburg by the R-16 urban renewal project 
in 1962.  Photographs comparing buildings in place in 
northeast Harrisonburg before 1962 and photographs 
of the buildings (or parking lots) that now stand in their 
places will be on display until April 4.

The R-4 and R-16 urban renewal projects in the early 
’60s were intended to generate revenue for cities across 
America. Cities proposed plans to update “blighted” or 
dilapidated areas by demolishing them and building new 
and improved business properties in their place. While 
the project was successful in generating income for the 
city, it often left many of the area’s poor population dis-
placed, and forced them to move into massive housing 
projects or leave town completely.

The Institute for Visual Studies’ director David Ehren-
preis hosted a JMuse cafe event last September and 
displayed photographs and maps of the R-4 urban renew-
al project, similar to those of tomorrow’s exhibit, inviting 
Harrisonburg citizens to come out and share their mem-
ories and feelings. They talked about the negative sides 
of the project, but also aimed to understand the positive 
impact.

“The amazing thing is that a lot of people here don’t 

know this happened because a large majority of people 
just moved away during that time,” Jessica Strawn, pro-
gram assistant for the Institute for Visual Studies, said. “I 
also want them to … look at the photos and maps and get 
a sense of direction and be able to reconstruct these areas 
and get a mental image of what was there.”

The Institute for Visual Studies teamed up with Carrier 
Library’s special collections library to collect photos and 
documents relating to the changes downtown. Lynn Eaton, 
a special collections librarian, worked with Michael Wong 
of the Harrisonburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
to gather the photos for display in the exhibit.

“Our mission is to collect the curio that documents the 
university and the Shenandoah Valley,” Eaton said. “We 
decided it would be great if the photos could be part of spe-
cial collections, but it was David’s [Ehrenpreis] initiative to 
include the photos in the JMuse cafe program.”

The project has attracted the attention of many schol-
ars who are eager to use their skills to further explore the 
impact of the urban renewal project. Sean Wright, a media 

arts and design professor, plans to make a documentary 
about it. One history professor is leading a class in collect-
ing oral histories of the area. 

During the renewal project in 1962, entire city blocks 
were condemned for redevelopment. Many families who 
rented houses were given a small monetary reimbursement 
and then evicted.

At the JMuse cafe event in the Lucy F. Simms Continuing 
Education Center, some of the people affected by the proj-
ect came to speak out about their experiences.

“[Doris Allen] moved two blocks up the road and she 
said that she and everyone else that lived there, she could 
remember sitting in the new house and listening to her old 
house burn,” Ehrenpreis said.

Ehrenpreis’ passion for the project is clear. His words 
drip with disdain for the landowners who made millions 
at the hands of the poor, integrated community that was 
“destroyed.” While he holds those who benefitted from the 
project in contempt, what disturbs him more is the lack of 
awareness from local citizens.

“I got interested in this because I had no idea any of this 
had happened and I had always wondered why the land 
between Kline’s [Dairy Bar] and Little Grill looked like a 
bomb had gone off,” Ehrenpreis said. “I started asking peo-
ple what happened and no one knew, but I asked someone 
who was like 65 years old and they were like ‘Oh, that was 
urban renewal.’”

Ehrenpreis plans to continue his work with Harrison-
burg’s urban renewal project for the months to come. He 
hopes that by bringing the past into the present, people 
can use their knowledge to make better decisions for the 
community as a whole.

“It’s about honoring the past and shaping the future, and 
how do we create a world that accepts what has happened but 
shows how it could be different and how it could be better?”

CONTACT Mary Kate White at 
breezearts@gmail.com.

“[Doris Allen] moved two blocks 
up the road and she said that 
she and everyone else that lived 
there, she could remember 
sitting in the new house and 
listening to her old house burn.”
David Ehrenpreis
Director of the Institute of Visual Studies

Several blocks of downtown Harrisonburg were demolished in the 1960s because of the 
federally-funded R-4 and R-16 urban renewal projects. The projects were intended to increase 
tax revenue for towns, but displaced many of the town’s low-income families.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE HARRISONBURG  REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY

TOP The M and S Restaurant once stood on North Main Street, but was 
demolished in the R-16 urban renewal project. BOTTOM The Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church now stands in M and S Restaurant’s former place.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE HARRISONBURG  REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

BLAIR ROSEN / THE BREEZE
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from front

Selove was allowed to ride the 
school bus with Sylvia, until the school 
board found a student on the bus who 
was allergic to dogs. The school board 
then banned Sylvia from the bus once 
again, despite the fact that the student 
was already on medication for her 
allergy and the ADA forbids the dis-
crimination of service dogs because 
of allergies.

This conflict continued until 
Nathan got to high school, where 
the school administration was much 
more welcoming to Sylvia. By the 
time Selove was a freshman, his battle 
with bullying was practically over; the 
bullying had almost completely sub-
sided and his academic performance 
improved significantly.

“It has been a miracle,” Nathan’s 
mother, Shellie Selove, said. “We did 
not expect that a service dog would 
have such an enormous impact on his 
life and the lives of our family.”

JMU greeted Nathan and Sylvia 
with the same welcoming attitude.

“JMU is very much about diversi-
ty, so when we contacted Disability 
Services they were very open,” Selove 
said. “They were very welcoming and 
very accommodating.”

While Selove is hardly the first stu-
dent to have a service dog accompany 
him to class, service dogs are not usu-
ally an option pursued by people who 
have Asperger’s.

“I’m hoping that it’s going to 
become more common in the next 

few years,” Selove said. “I’m not the 
only one in the U.S. There aren’t a lot 
of people [who have service dogs for 
Asperger’s] but there are quite a few. 
It’s a relatively new method.”

Although Sylvia and autism ser-
vice dogs are new to JMU, there was 
already a policy in place that allowed 
service dogs on campus. 

Policy 1330 defines a handler as 
“a person with a disability who is the 
owner and user of a service animal,” 
with a service animal being “any ani-
mal trained to do work or perform 
tasks for the benefit of and to accom-
modate the functional needs of an 
individual with a disability.” The pol-
icy allows a service dog in almost any 
area that the handler is allowed to be.

The professors have also been 
welcoming to Sylvia. Jorge Nieto, a 
Spanish professor, even includes Syl-
via on his attendance roll.

“Sylvia just lays down under his 
desk,” Nieto said. “She never barks. 
She’s better than some students — 
she doesn’t have a cell phone.”

Selove says that Sylvia played a 
huge roll in his decision and ability to 
attend JMU.

“Honestly, I don’t think I could 
have come to a university if it weren’t 
for her,” Selove said. “Sylvia was really 
able to bring me out of my shell.”

When asked to comment on 
her feelings toward her job, Syl-
v i a  re s p o n d e d  w i t h ,“ Wo o f .”

Contact Lauren Hunt at 
huntle@dukes.jmu.edu.

holly warfield / the breeze

Nathan Selove was often bullied when he was younger because he has Asperger’s syndrome. He says Sylvia has changed that.

By Travis barbour
The Breeze

Well ladies and gentlemen, February is upon us again, and with that 
comes an onslaught of usually bad and formulaic romantic comedies and 
Nicholas Sparks adaptations. Thankfully, there’s at least one film among 
the impending disasters that’s a legitimately interesting and poignant 
love story, though it’s certainly not without its faults.

“Labor Day” centers on single mom Adele (Kate Winslet) raising her 13 
-year-old son Henry (Gattlin Griffith) while battling chronic depression. 
It’s clear from the start that Winslet’s character is broken; she never really 
leaves her house, although it isn’t too obvious is why. We can assume it 
has something to do with her ex-husband leaving her, but there’s more to 
the story than meets the eye.

Henry does all he can to help his mother feel less alone: making her 
breakfast in bed and crafting those cute coupon booklets we’ve all made 
once or twice. But even Henry feels that his efforts are futile when it 
comes to comforting his mother.

On one of her rare excursions 
out of the house, Henry introduces 
Adele to Frank (Josh Brolin). 
Having just escaped from prison, 
Frank coerces the mother and son 
into hiding him in their home. 
However, for an inmate who 
warrants a $10,000 reward, he’s 
quite friendly and helpful. Cue the 
familiar song and dance.

“Labor Day” certainly has a predictable plot. Love-starved Adele finds 
solace in the arms of a criminal handyman, once he establishes value by 
fixing up her dilapidated home and teaching her son all the cliché dad 
duties like throwing a baseball. However, director Jason Reitman (“Juno,” 
“Thank You For Smoking”) reveals Frank and Adele’s character struggles 
in unique and beautiful ways.

As his mother’s romance with Frank blossoms, Henry begins to 
worry that his mother and her convict-lover may abandon him. Henry’s 
development is far more intriguing than that of his mother’s revived 
sense of passion. Going through puberty with lackluster examples of love, 
he strives to understand himself and where he ranks in his mother’s life.

Even though I enjoyed discovering these characters, there are some 
glaring imperfections in the screenplay that make this story hard to fully 
believe.

First, as the title suggests, this entire story develops over the course 
of Labor Day weekend. So in the short span of five days, Adele is held 
hostage, falls in love with her captor and plans to run away to Canada 
with him, leaving everything she’s ever known behind to start a new life. 
If given a longer time-frame, this story might be believable, but since it 
doesn’t, the film borders on a glorified case of Stockholm syndrome.

I also had some issues with just how obvious the whole family was 
behaving. Just as a tip, if you’re harboring an escaped fugitive, don’t 
teach the said fugitive how to dance in front of the windows, and lock 
your doors so your neighbors can’t barge in whenever they want to drop 
off some excess peaches. You know, basic stuff.

This inattention to detail, along with some sappiness and predictability 
causes the film to fall flat in some respects. However, the film is shot 
rather beautifully, and the characters are at least engaging and intriguing. 
Additionally, Winslet and Brolin definitely have acting chops, but that 
was never in question.

One final qualm I had with the film was how Henry grows up to be 
Tobey Maguire (“Spider-Man”), the film’s narrator. Sure this doesn’t 
matter in the grand scheme of things, but since Henry looks nothing 
like Maguire, it’s odd that he grows into him. I suppose Reitner enjoyed 
Maguire’s narrating work on “The Great Gatsby,” but the casting director 
should have exercised some common sense.

“Labor Day” certainly has it’s flaws, but I can almost guarantee it’ll be 
one of the better romance movies to arrive this month. 

Travis Barbour is a senior media arts and design major. Contact him 
at bsrbotw@dukes.jmu.edu.

By Dominique lategano
The Breeze

There’s a group of five college students 
decked out in collared shirts with a lead sing-
er in a dress, performing in front of a crowd 
of tattooed and pierced “scene” kids. Their 
music doesn’t fit the outfits but the crowd is 
enticed. This isn’t a joke, this is alternative 
pop-rock band Forgetting August.

“Despite our tidy look onstage I like to 
think we deliver an explosive rock show,” 
drummer James Adelsberger, a freshman 
business management major, said.

The band has been together since last May.
“We are definitely different [from other 

bands in the genre]; we aren’t what you 
would think of an alternative rock band, but 
we stayed very true to ourselves and who we 
are as people and musicians,” vocalist Kaitlyn 
Salazar, a sophomore hospitality major, said.

With Northern Virginian roots, the band 
is made up of high school friends Salazar,  
Adelsberger and gui-
tarist John Brooks, 
a sophomore music 
industry major, who 
all attend JMU. Jason 
Eller, a sophomore 
electrical engineering 
major, and Mitchell 
Sandoe, a mechan-
ical  engineer ing 
major, are also part of 
the band, but attend 
Virginia Tech.

“I’ve been friends 
with Kaitlyn since 
she had the idea of 
the band, all the way 
through actually cre-
ating the band to 
now writing songs, 
performing and recording. It’s awesome to 
see them continuously improve since they 
first began,” Nicole Grabowski, a sophomore 
kinesiology major, said.

During shows, Forgetting August plays a 
50-50 mix of covers and originals; songs by 
Mayday Parade are a favorite of the band. 
Their sound is similar to old Paramore and 
Hey Monday; the band is trying to spur an 
alternative pop-rock comeback.

“Focused and calculated teen angst is 
how I would describe it; I absolutely adore 
the genre of music,” Brian Donovan, a sopho-
more quantitative finance and math double 
major, said. Donovan is a friend of the band 
and is hoping to audition in August and 
become part of Forgetting August sometime 
soon.

The band members share an interest in 
working in the music industry after college. 

Using the band as a way to gain knowledge 
in each of their desired fields, Salazar man-
ages the website and bookings while Brooks 
records and finishes the tracks; he created 
the entire EP “Red Light Running” in his 
basement studio.

Forgetting August produces music they 
want to listen to. The band really enjoys 
listening to their EP, saying it defines who 
they are and helps them produce music they 
actually want to listen to. 

Salazar, who often writes about relation-
ships, describes the creative fire behind 
songwriting.

“I write mainly about what I’m looking at 
or thinking about in the present moment,” 
Salazar said. She has written songs in the 
past about “The Walking Dead” and “The 
Lord of the Rings.” However, many of the 
themes of the songs are hidden; without 
reading the lyrics one might not catch on 
to the story behind the songs.

Salazar looks to Kelly Clarkson for inspi-
ration because of her 
“perfect mix between 
rock and pop,” refer-
ring to the sound of 
Clarkson’s “Break-
away” album. Brooks 
and Salazar are the 
main lyricists in the 
band.

Adelsberger aspires 
to be like Tommy Lee 
from Mötley Crüe. He 
is known for making a 
“crazy rage face” while 
jamming out on the 
drums during shows.

“I’ve seen them per-
form various times. 
My favorite is when 
they were at Empire 

Music Club because the stage is really raised 
so it’s like they’re performing almost above 
you and it’s very cool to see them like that,” 
sophomore history major at Virginia Tech 
Jessica Sutherlin said. “The crowd really 
seems to enjoy their covers.”

Forgetting August is performing upcom-
ing shows at TDU, Relay for Life and the 
Harrisonburg Farmers Market in April. The 
current and main goals of the band are to 
stick together through college and hopefully 
gain a fan base, and then ultimately becom-
ing the best of their genre.

Forgetting August released their 
first EP “Red Light Running” on Jan. 
22, available free for download on 
their website, ForgettingAugust.com.

contact Dominique Lategano 
at lategada@dukes.jmu.edu.

Worth the labor
Director Jason Reitman’s romantic drama, just in time 
for Valentine’s Day,  simmers but doesn’t stun audience

courtesy of mctcampus

“Labor Day,” though beautiful, fails to break away from romantic movie stereotypes.

“Labor Day”

PG-13 111 min.
Starring Kate Winslet, Josh 
Brolin, Gattlin Griffith

Bringing it
back

“We are definitely different 
[from other bands in the 
genre], we aren’t what 
you would think of an 
alternative rock band, but 
we stayed very true to 
ourselves and who we are 
as people and musicians.”
Kaitlyn Salazar
vocalist, sophomore 
hospitality major

Northern Virginia-based band Forgetting August hopes to 
renew interest in forgotten genre of alternative pop-rock

Courtesy of Erik Nomm

Alternative pop-rock band Forgetting August performs at Empire in Springfield, Va. on Jan. 12.

Dog | ‘She’s better than some students — she doesn’t have a cell phone.’
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that moment,” Semenov said. “I should have actually pulled back 
and maybe gotten a better shot.”

 It’s a tough loss for a young team still trying to find its identity.
 “Again I feel like we beat ourselves,” sophomore guard Andre 

Nation said. “It’s one more piece of the puzzle that’s missing.”
 The shot wouldn’t fall for JMU, but these are the types of close 

games players love — win or lose.
 “It’s fun,” Curry said. “That’s what you play basketball for. We kind 

of knew what kind of game it was going to be.”
 Through the first 11 minutes of the first half, JMU shot just 21 

percent from the field while the Tribe logged a solid 64 percent. The 
Tribe finished the first half shooting 57 percent from the field; JMU 
finished shooting 34 percent. William & Mary was also deadly from 
behind the arc in the first half going 9-13 (69 percent).

 Semenov picked up much of the slack with just minutes remain-
ing in the half, going on an 8-0 run that closed the gap considerably 

— a gap that might have been exploited in the second half if it 
weren’t for the run.

 The Tribe led 41-30 at the break.
 “We didn’t play hard at all in the first half,” Nation said. “They got 

whatever they wanted and we weren’t talking.”
Semenov’s momentum spilled over into the second half as he 

sparked up the offense and the Convocation Center crowd. JMU 
went on a 20-8 run over the last two minutes of the first half and 
the first four minutes of the second half to get back into the game. 

 “Keep playing hard,” Nation said of the team’s halftime com-
munication. “Keep playing like we did the last three minutes of the 
first half.”

 At the 13:49 mark in the second half, Curry drained a three from 
the top of the key to give JMU its first lead of the game, going up 
49-48, and sending the crowd into a fit.

 The Dukes saw the lead for all of 28 seconds Sunday afternoon. 
William & Mary led by as many as 16.

 “Putting it together for 40 minutes is our challenge,” Brady said.

 JMU climbed back from several deficits Sunday, but there was 
one guy always in the Dukes’ way. 

 William & Mary junior guard Marcus Thornton came into Sun-
day’s game averaging 19.4 points per game, sixth best in the Colonial 
Athletic Association. He was lights out from everywhere Sunday, 
scoring 26 points despite a concerted effort by JMU’s defense to 
put him out.

 “It was hard,” Nation said, about guarding Thornton. “I was talk-
ing to him on the court and he said it was hard to score because we 
were switched [matchups] everything. He’s probably the most tal-
ented offensive player in the CAA.”

 Every time the Dukes were there to gain some momentum and 
stride, Thornton and his unorthodox shooting motion was there to 
answer. Hop-step here, step-back there, Thornton has been a nui-
sance to JMU in every one of his three years in the conference.

 Brady added that this has become status quo.
 “He’s been doing this for three years,” Brady said of Thornton. 

“I’m not surprised but I think my guys are.”
 Prior to Sunday, Semenov had not scored in double digits since 

posting 11 points against The University of Delaware on Jan. 11. But 
he was hot on Sunday, scoring a season high 23 points, while also 
going 5-8 from downtown.

 So is the shooting stroke JMU fans are familiar with back for the 
feisty veteran?

 “It’s a little early to tell,” Semenov said. “I made a few threes, but 
if I can do it for a few games in a row, then we can talk about it.”

  The Dukes had 16 assists Sunday, a season-high; that doubled 
their season average of just over eight per game. Curry had a career-
high nine dishes.

 JMU (8-14, 3-5 CAA) will have a quick turnaround now as it travels 
to Maryland for a matchup Tuesday night with Towson Universi-
ty. The Tigers are coming off a close win against Drexel University, 
edging out a  75-73 victory Saturday. Towson is second in the confer-
ence at 5-2 in league play and will pose a great threat to the Dukes 
in the paint. Senior forward Jerrelle Benimon leads the CAA with 
12.6 rebounds per game. So far, he’s the favorite for player of the 
year in the conference.

 “We’re not going to get better in the next three weeks unless we 
practice well,” Brady said. “We’re a very inexperienced team learning 
a valuable lesson. I think invaluable if we can learn it well.”

 William & Mary head coach Tony Shaver called JMU an 
“experienced young [team]” Time will buy experience and 
surely tell whether JMU learns its much needed lessons. 

Contact Stephen Proffitt at proffitjs@gmail.com. 
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Never miss a beat
Follow us on Twitter @thebreezesports for sports updates.

women’s basketball (16-4)

Taking care of business 
Women’s basketball in the middle of charm season, remain undefeated in conference play 

ABOVE Nikki Newman, Kirby Burkholder and Jazmon Gwathmey make up three-fifths of JMU’s starting lineup.  
RIGHT Precious Hall scored a career-high 25 points, including a career-high five three-pointers in Friday’s win. 
BOTTOM Angela Mickens has been effective in helping run JMU’s offense, she had six assists Friday. 

photos courtesy Cathy Kushner / JMU athletics

Basketball |  ‘An inexperienced team learning a valuable lesson’ 

Sophomore guard Andre Nation scored 18 points and had six rebounds in JMU’s 81-79 loss to William & Mary on Sunday at the Convocation Center.
Matt Schmachtenberg / The Breeze

By Wayne Epps Jr.
The Breeze

With each passing game, women’s basketball seems to 
set new records and milestones. The team is 6-0 in Colonial 
Athletic Association play for the first time since the 2006-
07 season. The group appears to be hitting on all cylinders.

After Friday’s 92-59 win over the College of Charleston 
at the Convocation Center, JMU is now beating confer-
ence opponents by an average of 33.8 points per game. In 
2006-07, that margin of victory was 20.5 points per game 
in the first six games. The Dukes already beat the two-time 
defending CAA champion University of Delaware by 36 
points.

So what’s it like being a part of this run?
“These kids continue to grow in their roles,” head coach 

Kenny Brooks said after Friday’s win. “And the way they’re 
playing right now, I’m very proud of them and it’s a lot of 
fun to be associated with them.”

One of the hallmarks of the Dukes’ success this season 
is their ability to find new ways to win. On any given day, 
someone can step up and have a career night. On Fri-
day, sophomore guard Precious Hall had a career-high 25 
points, including a career-high five three-pointers.

JMU made 12 three-pointers Friday, which ties the pro-
gram record. The last time the Dukes hit 12 threes was 
against Georgia State University in 2010.

At the University of North Carolina at Wilmington on 
Jan. 26, redshirt sophomore guard Jazmon Gwathmey tied 
her career-high with 17 points. Before that, redshirt senior 
forward Nikki Newman scored a career-high four three-
pointers against Drexel University on Jan. 23.

“You try to take away certain elements of our game, and 
then other ones pop up,” Brooks said.

In the midst of standout individual performances, JMU 
is adept at distributing the ball and converting. In JMU’s 
last four games, at least four of the starting five finished 
with double-digit scoring figures. JMU is also second in 
the CAA with 14.6 assists per game.

“We’re playing well because these kids have really 
bought into the system. They’ve bought into what we’re 
trying to do,” Brooks said. “Everyone’s getting very com-
fortable in their roles. They share the basketball extremely 

well. And then we’re talented.”
As well as JMU is playing, there’s no such thing 

as a perfect game in basketball. The team watch-
es game film after every contest to find areas to 
improve — though that job is getting harder.

“My assistant coaches, really they’re nitpick-
ing,” Brooks said. “Some of the things that they’re 
putting on the film that are in the category of bad 
— bad defense or bad offense — really is not that 
bad. It’s just, you got to put something on there.”

JMU has 10 regular-season games left to play, 
but Brooks is already trying to find new ways to get 
his team roused for each game. He described one 
moment before Friday’s game against the CAA-
newcomer Cougars.

“I started the huddle [at practice Thursday] and I 
said, ‘Hey, we got to get focused, we’ve never beat-
en Charleston.’ And they kind of got riled up a little 
bit,” Brooks said. “And then like two seconds later 
Precious Hall said, ‘Have we ever played them?’ 
And I said, “Nah.’”

If there’s one point of motivation that the Dukes 
can stick to each game, it’s the fact that the rest of 
the CAA sees them with a target on their backs. 
The JMU game is one that other teams circle on 
their schedules.

“Before every game, coach tells us that when 
they play JMU it’s their Super Bowl. They get hyped off of 
playing JMU and we know that about every team,” Hall 
said. “We see that with every team. We just know we have 
to come out there and play hard because every team’s gun-
ning for us right now.”

JMU has already beaten the rest of the top-five teams in 
the CAA standings: Drexel, Delaware, Charleston and Tow-
son University. There’s been talk of the possibility of JMU 
going undefeated in regular-season conference play. The 
last time that happened was in 1989, the third season in a 
row that the Dukes didn’t lose in conference.

“I don’t know if it’s going to continue,” Brooks said of 
his team’s dominance thus far. “I think some people are 
going to make some adjustments, they’re going to do some 
things. We’re going to go on the road, some things are going 
to happen. But right now, I just know that this group is very 

confident, and they’re playing extremely well. And one of 
the things that they’ve learned out to do is not take their 
foot off the pedal.”

Nationally, JMU is drawing some buzz in ESPN brack-
etologist Charlie Creme’s NCAA tournament projection. 
Right now, Creme has JMU as a No. 9 seed playing No. 8 
University of Oklahoma in the Lincoln, Neb. region.

In the polls, JMU received one vote in each of the first 
four AP Top 25 rankings, but hasn’t since then.

“Obviously, it’s something we want but it’s not like we’re 
upset that we’re not going to get it,” Newman said after the 
Drexel game. “I mean, we’ll prove ourselves.”

JMU will try to keep its conference streak going at the Col-
lege of William & Mary (4-14, 1-5 CAA) tomorrow at 7 p.m.
 
Contact Wayne Epps Jr. at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
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Hokies and Dukes 
spread their wings 
at Red Bull Rivals

The Dukes qualified for four more events 
in the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference Championships Saturday at the 
George Mason Patriot Games. JMU won the 
4X800 relay and freshman Ebony Owusu-
Sampah won the long jump.

Owusu-Sampah hit 5.81 meters in the 
long jump, qualifying her for the ECACs. 
The 4X800 relay team also qualified for 
ECACs, winning the event with a time of 
9:10.40. Sophomore Kathleen Stewart, 
senior Katie Harman, junior Erin Lopresti 
and freshman Tessa Mundell make up the 
team.

Elsewhere, freshman Morgan Crewe 
qualified for the ECACs, clearing 1.71 
meters in the high jump. Crewe finished 
second in the event. The fourth ECAC 
qualifier was freshman Deana Forbes, who 

finished second in the 60-meter dash with 
a time of 8.76. That time was also the sec-
ond-fastest 60-meter time in JMU indoor 
track history.

Finally, sophomore Adrienne Alexander 
finished second in the weight throw with a 
time of 14.38 enters.

Friday, the meet’s first day, freshman 
Summer Walter took second in the pen-
tathlon. She rode a first-place finish in the 
800-meter run and came in second in the 
long jump to a total of 3,216 points in the 
event. That is now the fifth-highest total in 
JMU indoor track history.

Next up for JMU is the Sykes & Sabock 
Challenge Cup Saturday in State College, 
Pa. 

- staff report

Track passes more qualifiers
with performance at Mason

JMU, Virginia Tech and the University of Virginia participated 
in the 3rd annual Red Bull Rivals Event at Massanutten Resort 
Saturday night. JMU won the event in 2012 and 2013, but Vir-
ginia Tech edged out particiants from JMU’s Boarderline Ski & 
Snow club this year.

The event consisted of 30 total participants with 10 from 
each university. The format included two heats of five riders 
from each school in each heat. Heats were 30-minutes long 
and each rider’s score contributed to the team’s overall score. 

David Taylor, a freshman from Virginia Tech, won the event’s 
best trick award for a switch backflip. The Hokies went on to 
win with a score of 246. JMU finished second with 212 points 
and U.Va. rounded out the table with 210 points. 

JMU finishes second in 
third annual competition 

HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE

HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE

MARK OWEN / THE BREEZE

MARK OWEN / THE BREEZE
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Classifieds

 

Tax preparation (all 
students) for $69/$99. DHS 
Financial Services. 
(540)438-0288. 

Affordable Health 
Insurance. Call DHS Fi-
nancial Services at(540) 
438-0288 NOW 

Room available ASAP 
in Stone Gate, email graef-
fat@dukes.jmu.edu for de-
tails!

Reputation 
Management - 
Your Online and Mobile 
ReputationMatters. 
888.737.8922

Online Backup - Easy 
Secure Automatic for your 
files 888.737-8922

Three DiLonghi elec. 
space heaters. Exel. 
cond. $25.00 ea. 833-2610. 

3-BR Apartment. Near 
Memorial Hall/Downtown. 
www.castleproperty.com 
540-564-2659

Remodeled 1-BR, Stain-
less-Steel Appliances. Hard 
Floors Available 14-15 www.
castleproperty.com 540-
564-2659

4 bedroom,2 bath,3 
blocks away. 85 E.Grattan 
(540)434-4227 

bowflex power pro xlt. 
$600. (540)234-8925 
01/16/2014

Massanutten home 
for rent. Contact Moun-
tain Valley Mangement/
Steve Stein 

3 bedroom/2.5 bath 
townhouse available 7/2014. 
North campus, $925/month, 
540-908-8923.

PREGNANT? We are a child-
less couple hoping to adopt a 
baby. Call/text 720-608-
0143

Shades of Shay Aibrush 
Tanning Discounts for JMU! 
Facebook: ShadesofShay-
Tanning 410-571-4571  

ASPEN HEIGHTS room 
available for sublease 
FEMALEONLY (631)901.8041 
Devonshire Village 
Townhomes! Walk/bike to 
campus. Available 2014-
2015 410-370-5822

815 East Market Street, Harrisonburg, Va 22801  / 540.433.0961

L’ltalia
RESTAURANT & BAR

oldest restaurant in town!

only $49 per couple

Includes:
-4 course meal
-bottle of wine
-house salad
-appetizer
-dessert

Date Night

February 6th

  
       

“Where JMU buys their diamonds”

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY

*All of  our diamonds are graded by an on staff  GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

!

Vintage 14K White and Yellow Gold
   0.42cts Diamond Cocktail Ring

   This Week $475

AUTO BODY REPAIR. Qual-
ity work-40 years experi-
ence, not overhead costs. 
Discounts. WILL NEGOTIATE 
DEDUCTIBLE. Phil’s Body 
Shop 434-1594 or 383-
9959

3 bedroom house for rent 
Devon Lane. 1min to Cam-
pus! 240-388-5507

ADVERTISE
WITH

 

For more information
visit our site!

breezejmu.org/advertise

 

Be the next Anna Wintour

Apply to be editor-in-chief of 
JMU’s student magazine, Port & Main 

joblink.jmu.edu
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 BA LLOON POP S P EC I A L!

S i g n a  1 o r  2 b e d r o om l e a s e  by Fe b r u a r y 7       
a n d p o p  a  b a l l o o n t o  W I N a wa i v e d  f e e !
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