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Nepal Declared Mine-Free

After four years of demining operations, Nepal’s final landmine was destroyed on 14 June 2011, rendering the country
officially mine-free. The Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) and the Government of Nepal sighed a Comprehensive
Peace Agreement in 2006, which allowed for demining operations to begin in 2007. The landmines were a

consequence of the two factions’ decade-long conflict, which took place from 1996 to 2006.1 During the conflict, the
Maoist rebels employed landmines; the Nepalese Army also used landmines in an effort to protect their bases and

infrastructure, including hydropower plants that provided electricity to parts of the country.2

The Mine Action in Nepal program was developed with the help of
- the United Nations Mine Action Service and UNICEF. The

- cooperating organizations comprise the U.N. Mine Action Team in
Nepal, while the Nepalese Army was responsible for carrying out
demining operations in the field.

Prime Minister Jhala Nath Khanal and Army Chief of Staff, General
Chhatra Man Singh Durung, attended a ceremony in Phulchowki
on 14 June 2011 to participate in the detonation of the last
remaining mines of the 12,070 buried during the conflict. Senior
Technical Advisor of the United Nations Mine Action Team, Richard
Derieux, also attended the ceremony and presented the Nepalese
Iadmin i safel desroe as part of the United Nations Mission Army with a certificate confirming the land’s clearance in
in Nepal mine-actioyn progrgm to an)sist local authorities in removing gccord_ance_ to mFematlonal standards. The Nepalese Army worked
the threat of unexploded devices. September 2007. in conjunction with UNMAT to clear more than 200,000 square
Photo courtesy of U.N./Robel Mockonen. meters (49 acres) of land over the four-year period. Prime Minister
Khanal praised Nepal’s progress since the conflict by realizing its
goal of becoming mine-free. He stated that reaching mine-free status will help heal the wounds from the conflict and

begin the country’s journey toward a more prosperous and peaceful Nepal.3 After China, Nepal is the second country
in Asia to be declared mine-free. J

Carly Quaglio, CISR staff.

Center for International Stabilization and Recovery
James Madison University

Harrisonburg, VA / USA

Tel: +1 540 568 2503

http://cisr.jmu.edu

http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/briefs/quaglio.shtml Page 1 of 2


http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#TOC
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#editorial
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#focus
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#feature
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#notes
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#br
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#briefs
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#obit
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/index.shtml#rd
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr
http://cisr.jmu.edu/

Nepal Declared Mine-Free (15.3) 9/3/15, 1:18 PM

Endnotes

1. Shakya, Anjana. “Experiences of Children in Armed Conflict in Nepal.” Children and Youth Services Review, Vol.
33, 4 (2011). http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740910002586. Accessed 26 September
2011.

2. Felix, Bernie. Nepal is Landmine Free. International Business Times, 15 June 2011. http://tinyurl.com/3Iszkxd
Accessed 26 September 2011.

3. Nepal Declared Free of Landmines. UNOPS, 16 September 2011. http://www.unops.org/
english/whatwedo/news/Pages/Nepal%?20declared-free-of-minefields.aspx. Accessed 26 September 2011.

TOP OF PAGE

Office of
Weapons
Removal &
Abatement [

CGISR_

The Journal of ERW & Mine Action is sponsored by: VS Gepartment of State_

© 2011 All rights reserved. The Journal of ERW and Mine Action, Center for International Stabilization and Recovery at James Madison University.
MSC 4902 Harrisonburg, VA / USA 22807 | Email: cisr@jmu.edu

If cited properly, short sections (a sentence or two) can be used without permission. Written Journal of ERW and Mine Action approval is required,
however, before longer sections of content published in The Journal may be used by another source or publication. ISSN 2154-1485_

Past Issues * CISR Home * Subscribe

http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/briefs/quaglio.shtml Page 2 of 2


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740910002586
http://www.unops.org/english/whatwedo/news/Pages/Nepal%20declared-free-of-minefields.aspx
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/15.3/briefs/quaglio.shtml#top
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/t/pm/wra/
http://www.defense.gov/
http://www.humanitarian-demining.org/
mailto:cisr@jmu.edu
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/past-issues.html
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr
http://www.jmu.edu/cisr/journal/subscribe.asp

