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Governor McAuliffe talks with student
journalists about our nation’s future
By MIKE DOLZER
The Breeze

Gov. Terry McAuliffe invited student journalists
from several of Virginia’s public colleges for a
conversation that ranged from the immigration ban
to education, all while his friendly dog, Guinness,
licked attendees’ shoes.
While waiters served roasted celery soup, talk
turned to the immigration ban, primarily McAuliffe’s
frustration with how it’s affecting families, especially
after he saw a 4-year-old boy detained at an airport
for multiple hours.
“Why are we putting mothers through this?”
McAuliffe said. “This is not an America that I
know.”
The governor also highlighted the pitfalls of the
ban for Americans.
Trump’s executive order “put a target on
Americans traveling abroad,” McAuliffe said.
The usage of an executive order to push the
immigration ban through also struck a nerve with
McAuliffe.
“He’s not king,” McAuliffe said.
McAuliffe has a long history with Donald Trump
— Trump donated to a McAuliffe campaign — and
the governor called President Trump after he won
so that the two could work together.
Despite his willingness to cross the party aisle to

MIKE DOLZER / THE BREEZE

McAuliffe and his staff fielded questions on issues affecting both the state and national governments during the luncheon.

work with the president, McAuliffe takes issue with
Trump’s actions and message.
“This whole ‘Make America Great Again’ was
really bothersome,” McAuliffe said. “If you travel

Carrying on
the success
About a month after winning the Football
Championship Subdivision national
championship, JMU football has announced an
incoming recruiting class of 25 student-athletes
that have either transferred to the university early
or signed National Letters of Intent.
Head coach Mike Houston hosted a press
conference at Bridgeforth Stadium on Wednesday,
revealing 10 offensive players, 11 defensive, two
specialists and two players who can play on both
sides of the ball.
“It’s an exciting day for JMU football and an

see GOVERNOR, page 3

OPINION NAHLA ABOUTABL | respect the riot

JMU football inks 22 recruits to National Letters of Intent
By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

internationally, you’ll see we’re the greatest.”
Fareeha Rehman, a junior at George Mason
University and the president of the school’s Society
of Professional Journalists chapter, shared that her

father was held in an airport roughly 10 years ago
because his first name was Muhammad.
Rehman enjoyed getting the chance to talk with
McAuliffe, and thought it was smart of him to get the
voice of college students.
The purpose of the luncheon was to get the
students to send “a message for our peers to be more
involved,” Rehman said.
Throughout the event, McAuliffe mentioned
how disappointed he was with voter turnout in
the presidential election, especially among young
voters.
“I was very distressed that 90 million Americans
didn’t vote,” McAuliffe said. “I never missed an
election since I was 18. Young people got to really
get involved with the issue.”
One of the issues that many of the journalists
brought up was education, both on the collegiate
level and K-12.
McAuliffe expressed frustration over the continued
rise in tuition, which he noted especially hurts outof-state students, who are essentially subsidizing
cheaper education for in-state students. He also
discussed rural schools’ tendency to get hit the hardest
when there’s a cut, like one his team is expecting
if Trump’s Secretary of Education nominee, Betsy
DeVos, reallocates funds to private charter schools.

exciting day for our university,” Houston said. “It
is a really, really quality class, so, one that we’re
very excited about. I think it has to be one of the top
recruiting classes in the country for the FCS level
and I think that there are several players on this
list that could see playing time as soon as this fall.”
Three of the incoming players have already
enrolled in the university. Rising junior
running back Marcus Marshall announced he
was transferring with two years of eligibility
remaining to JMU from Georgia Tech in
December. He joins a backfield that ranked fifth
in the FCS in rushing yards per game last season.
see SIGNING DAY, page 10
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The Dukes signed two athletes who were awarded state players of the year during their high school careers.

You can’t banish me
from my own country

A Muslim woman’s view on Trump’s unconsitutional immigration ban
If you’d asked me a year
ago if Trump had a chance at
being president, I would’ve said
there’s no way he’d even get
the Republican nomination.
Trump’s campaign, let alone
presidency, was one that many
didn’t expect. I didn’t expect
a candidate to openly ridicule
those with disabilities, tell
African-Americans “they have
nothing to lose” when voting for him, joke about
sexually assaulting women, call for a ban on Muslims,
call for building a wall on our southern border and
deny climate change. I didn’t expect that people
I’d thought of as friends would vote for a man with
such despicable character and an equally horrifying
agenda.
Already, Trump has signed several executive
orders that have specifically targeted people of
color. He’s ordered the continuation of the Dakota
Access Pipeline, the construction of a “yuuuge” wall
on our southern border, and has instated a ban on
immigrants from seven Muslim-majority countries as
well as indefinitely halting the Syrian refugee program.
According to CNN, zero terrorist attacks have been
committed by refugees from the countries Trump has
banned. As a matter of fact, white extremists have
been responsible for more attacks in this country than
Muslims have since 9/11 according to Time magazine.

Think of attacks on Planned Parenthood clinics, hate
crimes, mass incarceration, mass shootings and,
of course, police brutality. Let’s not forget the real
perpetrators of violence here. White supremacy has
been killing countless innocent people from the dawn
of imperialism to this very moment.
As a Muslim-American child of immigrants,
as a decent human being, as a person who can
acknowledge facts (not the alternative ones), I want
those who voted for Trump to put themselves in the
shoes of a young refugee fleeing her country. Put
yourself in the shoes of a boy yearning for a safe place
to sleep at night. Put yourself in the shoes of refugee
parents and think of the sacrifices they must’ve made
and risks they must’ve taken to save their children
from a war they had no part in. Forget your arrogance
and humble yourself for a moment.
I’m disappointed in many of my fellow Americans,
our president especially. I’m enraged by the fact that
after over 20 years of serving the interests of America
and American students like yourself, my father
might not be able to get the citizenship he worked
for day and night for so many years. I’m beyond
angry that I have to tell my mother, “Please don’t
try to visit your family overseas — you might not be
able to come back.” To those who voted for this man,
your privilege and arrogance have caused so many
in this country to feel unwelcome and unwanted.

DID YOU KNOW ?

see BAN, page 6

You can bank 24/7 with the CommonWealth One Mobile App.
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Across
1 Brewski
5 Scrubland succulent
10 Skate park protection
14 “__ something I said?”
15 Bounded
16 Settled on the tarmac
17 Headline during an African wildfire season?
19 “¿Qué __?”
20 Peach or orange
21 Snitch
22 Rental duration
24 Former NASCAR Cup sponsor
26 Pass along
27 Go over again
29 Kind of key
33 Bro
36 Tolkien villain
37 “This feels familiar” feeling
38 Corner office fig.
39 Casual parting ... and a hint to this puzzle’s four
longest answers
41 Had too much
42 Satisfies, as thirst
44 Reduction
45 Attending
46 Fable teller
47 “Challenge accepted!”
49 West Coast pro
51 Possible reason for an empty seat

By Jeff Stillman

55 Picture of health?
58 Profession, casually
59 Hosp. area
60 __ clarinet
61 Collector of some Spanish art?
64 Tactic
65 Barn-raising sect
66 Latin I word
67 County bordering Sonoma
68 Core belief
69 Out of shape
Down
1 Punjabi monotheists
2 Burn through
3 Eatery often named for its owner
4 Foul spot
5 Seemingly eternal burden
6 Joint ailment
7 Abbr. in car ads
8 Unloaded a burden
9 Old lemon
10 Artist Jasper during his tropical period?
11 Cumming of “The Good Wife”
12 CD part
13 Sit tight
18 “Rule, Britannia” composer
23 License info
25 Farmer’s possible reply to “What beans are you
planting this year?”?

26 Pit visitor
28 Before, poetically
30 Green gem
31 Wrapped up
32 Deserving a slap, maybe
33 Badlands landform
34 Shaft with bushings
35 Genteel gatherings
37 Couple’s break from the kids
40 “Delish!”
43 Amazing, in dudespeak
47 Biological map subject
48 Slime
50 Pester
52 Card table request
53 Where some large schools may be found
54 Rathskeller fare
55 Aye-catcher?
56 Trattoria’s “in the style of”
57 Firebird roof option
58 Military center
62 Half a cosmic whole
63 Check

Find the answers online at: breezejmu.org/site/crossword_answers
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Biology and Chemistry Students

Upcoming Events

Weekend Forecast

Friday

Friday

b Tunes at Noon @
Taylor Down Under,
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Consider a career in the exciting
field of Histotechnology!
SENTARA RMH SCHOOL OF HISTOTECHNOLOGY
Guaranteed Job Placement!
$15K Sign On Bonus! Great Salary!

b First Fridays
Downtown @
Downtown
Harrisonburg,
5-8 p.m.

Saturday
b FREE Brew Tour @
Brothers Craft
Brewing, 12:152 p.m.

Saturday

High: 37
Low: 23

b Coalescence
Hip-Hop Showcase @
Memorial Hall 4110,
1:30-7:30 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday
Sentara.com/HistotechnologySchool

High: 40
Low: 19

b Sunday Brunch @
Bluestone Vineyard,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

b Super Bowl Potluck
and Watch Party @
Brothers Craft
Brewing, noon to
11 p.m.
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Advocating for education

Student Government Association, Faculty Senate of Virginia band together in support of increased funding for higher education

COURTESY OF STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

Several members of SGA went to Richmond on two separate occasions to discuss the effects of state budget cuts on higher education. The students are concerned that budget cuts would lead to an increase in tuition fees for college students.
By MADISSON HAYNES
AND ANTHEA LIU
The Breeze

The Faculty Senate of Virginia and many
student representatives met in Richmond,
Virginia, to attend to the Virginia Education
Advocacy Day, and try to stop the state
government from continuing to cut the
budget for higher education.
The Virginia Education Advocacy Day is
an event FSVA holds annually in January to
help professors, students and faculty meet
with legislators in order to advocate on
behalf of initiatives of higher education. The
advocacy day was held on Jan 12. this year.
The Student Government Association
attended this advocacy day in January,
and returned to Richmond on Feb. 1 to
discuss the issues in higher education and
to represent JMU.
Renzo Olivari, a senior political science
and history double major and legislative
action chair of SGA, felt the meeting SGA
had with legislators was productive.
“I think from the reaction we got from
a lot of the delegates and senators, they
were appreciative of having that direct

interaction with the students,” Olivari said.
“They seemed to acknowledge that this
is a difficult year for the budget, but they
appeared to be taking in the message that
we gave them and [understood] our point
of view.”
This year, the main focus of the Virginia
Higher Education Advocacy Day was
“Hands Off Higher Ed — Maintaining
Commonwealth Support of Higher
Education.” The two arguments of this
advocacy day included higher education
leading to economic growth and that higher
education reduces social health costs.
“There is a very clear trend in recent
decades that public institutions of higher
education, like JMU, have been receiving
less and less funding from Richmond,”
Mark Piper, a philosophy professor and a
member of FSVA, said. “This is politically
popular, and not without good reason … It
puts public institutions of higher education
in a bind.”
According to Piper, this is the first
year that the advocacy efforts have been
primarily focused on higher education.
While funding is being decreased, at the
same time, the state government is leaning

toward not letting the public institutions
raise their tuitions. If institutions receive
less funding, the results could have the
potential to negatively impact the quality
of teaching. The professors and schools
themselves would also be limited as to what
they can do.
“Since the budget in Virginia has a
shortfall this year, Virginia is facing a 5
percent cut to higher education,” Alexandra
Guendert, the speaker of SGA, said. “That’s
why we thought that this is really important
for the students to go down to the legislator,
to make sure to talk with the senators and
delegates, to emphasize that we would
like no further cuts to the cost of higher
education.”
Since the 2008 recession, Virginian
support for higher education has dropped
22.5 percent. Studies also show that tuition
fees are increasing faster than average
income.
”We are talking about economic growth,
we are talking about reducing healthcare
costs and aiding social health,” Piper
said. “It’s not a purely self interested
see BUDGET, page 4

Closing the cultural barrier
Spanish Club at JMU celebrates cultures and provides chance to practice the language

STEPHANIE MORALES / THE BREEZE

GOVERNOR | Plans
for the future of the state
from front

“We’re going to have to
b ra c e ou r s e l v e s,” D i e t ra
Trent, Virginia’s Secretary of
Education, said. “Everything
will have an impact.”
Trent pointed out that the
diversity of schools could also
morph if Trump keeps his hard
line on immigration, not just
in terms of the students, but in
terms of the professors as well.
By the time cake with
espresso torte was being
served, McAuliffe was reflecting
on more personal matters.
He worries about his son,
who is serving in the U.S
military, he is proud of his
daughter, who is volunteering
in Africa, and he loves the
family dog, Guinness, named

LIZ STRAUSS / THE BREEZE

The Spanish Club was only recently considered an official JMU club. Members welcome a diverse range of Spanish enthusiasts to join them at meetings.
By YAITZA LOPEZ
contributing writer

Learning a second language comes with a multitude of benefits
— experiencing other cultures, connecting with new individuals
and learning about the world from a new perspective. JMU recently
recognized a club dedicated to spreading the beauty of learning a
new language to all: Bienvenidos to JMU’s official Spanish Club.
“It’s been a really long process,” Meg Rich, former club president
and a junior international affairs and Spanish double major, said.
“But we are all very excited to go full force with this club.”
The Spanish Club is committed to learning and providing exposure
of the Hispanic and Latino cultures and the Spanish language to the
JMU and Harrisonburg communities.
“One of the many things that makes Spanish Club so special is

that hopefully in the future, we plan to work towards establishing
philanthropy and a connection with the huge Latino community
here in Harrisonburg and to serve Spanish learners here at JMU,”
Rich said.
Rich began learning Spanish after coming from a bilingual
elementary school and taking dual enrollment courses until middle
school. During her junior year of high school, she spent the year as an
exchange student in Valladolid, Spain, living with a host family and
familiarizing herself more with the Spanish language and culture.
“I was lucky enough to be placed on a bilingual track by my
parents,” Rich said. “My exchange year was when I found my passion
for speaking another language and being able to connect with those
who otherwise I might have never been able to meet or speak with.”
See CLUB, page 11

after the breweries that he said
have been a boon to Virginia’s
economy.
“I’m Irish — I’m an advocate,”
McAuliffe deadpanned.
When the end rolled around,
McAuliffe had discussed the
importance of all students
getting a science, technology,
engineering and math
background, how we must stay
informed and perhaps, most
importantly, how we move
forward both as people and as
an economy under President
Trump.
“Discrimination breeds
hatred,” McAuliffe said. “You
cannot grow an economy if you
put walls up.”
CONTACT Mike Dolzer at
breezepress@gmail.com
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BUDGET | Virginia to require cuts
from page 3

COURTESY OF STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

Members of SGA traveled to Richmond to discuss the significance of higher education as a result of potential budget cuts.

argument we are trying to make. Rather, it is
good for society in these regards.”
Charles King, senior vice president of
administration and finance at JMU, explained
how budget cuts will affect higher education.
“The state is facing a shortfall because the
budget was based on revenue growth of 3.2
percent and revenue growth has only been
about 1.9%,” King said in an email. “The current
projection is the state budget will be short by
$1.2 billion.”
This reduced funding will impact all
educational institutions. King stated that each
institution is at the same risk.
“The Governor’s proposed budget calls
for a 5% budget reduction in state funds
for all institutions,” King said. “This means
universities will have to reduce operating cost
or raise tuition or both.”
Many higher education institutions in
Virginia will be facing budget cuts, which limits
opportunities for these institutions.
“One of the reasons SGA was willing to help
us is because we don’t want student tuition to
be increased either. We know that’s a big burden
on students. But, if we continue to get less and

less money from the state to operate, then we
have to make up that money somewhere,”
Piper said. “If the state would stop reducing the
amount of funding of public institutions get,
then the university would have far less need to
increase tuition.”
Guendert agrees that changes should be
made to prevent any further budget cuts.
“We understand that times are tough right
now,” Guendert said. “So that’s why we are not
trying to ask for more money in general this
year, we are really just trying to stop any further
budget cuts. Before the end of the semester, the
legislator will be over and they will be voting on
the budget. That is why the spring semester is
so important.”
Piper stresses that because JMU isn’t a public
institution, matters about the budget are taken
very seriously.
“We aren’t private, we don’t have these
remarkable endowments,” Piper said. “We really
do rely on you, Richmond, and if you keep taking
money away from us, we’re not going to be able
to do our jobs and do right to the student body as
well as we could.”
CONTACT Madisson Haynes and Anthea Liu
at breezenews@gmail.com.
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SPENCER MUNSON | organized ramblings

Diet disparity

Data shows striking difference in obesity rates in minority communities

CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE

There’s a pressing epidemic in the U.S. — it’s
deadly, it’s rising in prevalence and we see the victims
on a daily basis, some of us may have lost loved
ones as a result. Yet the problem continues, largely
unabated and relatively ignored.
In the U.S., 38 percent of adults, more than one
in three, are considered obese (BMI of 30+) and
an astonishing 8 percent of adults are considered
extremely obese (BMI of 40+). While this trend
is understandably striking, it’s far from a recent
development. From 1962 to 2010 obesity in American
adults more than doubled, rising from 13.4 percent to 35.7 percent.
These statistics paint an extremely concerning picture regarding
the health of the citizens of the U.S., and it’s clear, given the grave
consequences of this epidemic, that actions should be taken to reduce the
rates of obesity in the country for all citizens. While that’s a fair statement, a
closer look at the demographic breakdown of the obesity epidemic reveals
a concerning disparity.
According to 2014 data from the National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey, obesity rates for African-Americans and Latinos are
48.4 percent and 42.6 percent, respectively, while the rate for Caucasians
is 36.4 percent. The inequality among women is even greater with 57.2

percent of African-American women being obese while the rate for
Caucasian women is 38.2 percent.
It’s clear from the statistics that there’s an obvious inequality of obesity
rates among various ethnicities in the U.S. This issue is by no means a
simple one. By taking a broader view of the issue and considering a
multitude of factors, it becomes clearer that a multi-faceted solution is
necessary to close the gap on obesity rates among ethnicities and also
decrease the overall obesity rate in the country.
A primary cause of the disparity is access to affordable, nutritious food.
In our country, foods that are high in calories but low in nutritional value
are generally cheaper. According to stateofobesity.org, white families
earn $2 for every $1 earned by black families, and 25 percent of black
families are food insecure compared to only 11 percent of white families.
It’s obvious that economic status is a significant factor in the diet of people
of different ethnicities.
Another significant factor in the disparity comes from the inequality of
marketing by companies promoting food that’s low in nutrition. The food
that black children see in food advertisements has, on average, twice as
many calories as the food in advertisements targeted to white children. A
third and equally significant factor is the inequality in access to safe space
for exercise and recreation. According to a 2010 study, African-Americans
were 70 percent less likely to engage in physical activity compared to

Caucasians. This may be due to the lack of space available for exercise,
according to stateofobesity.org. Neighborhoods primarily occupied by
African-Americans have significant less room allocated for public parks,
pools and green space.
These factors aren’t the only ones that contribute to the obesity disparity,
but they appear to play a significant role. In order to close this gap, policy
makers as well as community leaders must enact some changes. Including
equality as a consideration in grants that address obesity would ensure
that more resources are allocated toward the people who are more greatly
affected by this disease.
Policy makers must be aware of the disparity and contribute a greater
portion of funding to campaigns that work to alleviate obesity in primarily
African-American and Hispanic communities. Finally, there must be a
system in place to limit the predatory advertising that fast food companies
routinely utilize to target African-American children.
There’s no doubt that our country has grown increasingly fatter and far
more sedentary. The proof is clearly depicted in the current statistics and
yearly trends. This issue is complex, but there are steps that our policy
makers can take to begin the reversal of this fatal epidemic.
Spencer Munson is a senior management major. Contact Spencer
at munsonsc@dukes.jmu.edu.

RISHMITA AICH | pride and prejudice

Putting stress to the test
Are college students really as overwhelmed and tired as we say?
If you’ve ever received the one-word reply of
“stressed,” “dealing” or “tired” to your morning
greetings, you’re not alone.
We’re all familiar with the feeling of recording
the overwhelming amount of coffee we’ve had, the
scant number of hours we’ve slept or the comfort
of giving a thorough account of our stressful lives
to our friends.
Whether it’s a humblebrag about exhaustion
or simply stating the actual truth of college life,
students have embedded stress dialogue in their
everyday vernacular. While this clearly shows that we’re slowly
straying from the optimistic culture of “I’m fine” and “it’s all good,” it
might also propel the vicious cycle of stress and anxiety all around us.
With dark circles and sweatpants evolving as the ulterior
symbols of academic rigor, I wonder if college is really as physically
and emotionally draining as it seems. Will “stress,” along with
“experimenting” and “Ramen,” become synonymous with college life?
College is an intermediate stage that develops students from being
a big fish in the small high school pond into being a normal-sized
fish in the sea of the real world. While every student, at some point,
might’ve felt the lemons that college life throws at them, it’s important
to know that it also presents us with various opportunities to control

the amount and pace of work that we experience.
If the strive to push ourselves to our maximum potentials is creating
so much pressure that it’s pulling us away from functioning properly,
then maybe we should reconsider our choices.

However, it’s important to understand that
hard work isn’t overwork and cramming isn’t
learning. I think it’s a lesson that every student
should take along with them to the real world:
The distorted system of companies can often
reward you for working longer, not harder.
Taking the minimum number of credits a semester or occasionally
missing a class for much-needed sleep won’t destroy the chances of a
high-paying job and your shot at obscene wealth, but it might be able
to restore the productivity and quality of work that would be otherwise
diminished by long hours of drudgery.
Also, I think most of the academic-induced stress is a result of

A “thank-you-for-beingreal” pat to Professor Elisabeth
Gumnior for being vulnerable
and empathetic with her
students.
From a student who
appreciates your sacrifices.
An “I-can-finally-eat-again”
pat to Chipotle for getting their
FLEX machine up and running.
From a hungry (and now
satisfied) junior.

Editorial Policies
The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through
letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest
columns must be no more than 650 words.

procrastination and the lack of balance between various aspects of
independent living in college. However, it’s important to understand
that hard work isn’t overwork and cramming isn’t learning. I think it’s
a lesson that every student should take along with them to the real
world: The distorted system of companies can often reward you for
working longer, not harder.
It’s also interesting to see that the agonies of sleep deprivation and
homework overload remain well within the boundaries of college.
I’ve never blurted out the “tired” word outside of college context or
relayed the anecdotes of my stressed life to friends who don’t go to
school with me.
The stress talk is very specific to college and therefore is circling
in rounds, pulling us down into a deep rut of overwork and pressure.
The initial relief of mutual exhaustion passes in a jiffy, and we’re only
left to internalize the dreary aspect of our lives.
It’s time we stop pitying ourselves for our overworked college lives
and take control of improving them before the monotony of stress,
procrastination and all-nighters diminish our interest in schoolwork
to such an extent that it becomes indistinguishable from an assembly
line job.
Rishmita Aich is a junior media arts and design major. Contact
Rishmita at aichrx@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “yum” pat to Bojangles for
providing me with a delicious
lunch.
From a fried chicken and
biscuit lover.
A “you-guys-are-the-best”
pat to my two radio co-hosts for
just existing.
From your co-host who loves
you both dearly and will never
stop laughing.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

A “you-is-awesome” pat
to my little arts helpers who
helped a pal out.
From a Julia-less editor.
A “where-have-youbeen-all-my-life?” pat to
Grafton-Stovall and UPB for
featuring cheap, high quality
movies.
From a senior who’s surely
going to be taking advantage of
this great deal some time soon.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and
must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student
(or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place of residence
if author is not a JMU student.
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ARMIN HARACIC | armchair anecdotes

Thoughts from a
former war refugee
B osnia and Her zegovina didn’t develop my sensibilities in the U.S., or whether I
currently has the world’s highest would’ve in fact been able to cultivate my sense of self
youth unemployment rate at 57.5 had I grown up in my beloved, yet wounded, Bosnia.
percent, due in part to political Thus, to learn that people from Somalia, Iraq, Iran,
corruption, economic stagnation Libya, Sudan, Yemen and Syria may be denied the
and continued deepening of same opportunities as my family to escape from their
xenophobic wounds.
hells and develop their excellence in what I thought
Whenever I walk down streets was a selfless country, nearly gave me cardiovascular
structured by Communist-era pain.
architecture, taking in the sights
Nevermind that of the 3.25 million refugees that have
of people without jobs guzzling come to America between 1975 and 2015, only 20 were
coffee and smoking cigarettes, I feel attuned with my accused of committing terrorism, and zero murders
culture. However, I’m not sure what exactly my culture came from the countries listed by President Trump’s
“is” anymore since Bosnia has been through so many refugee ban. That the order may alienate Muslim
political upheavals that the people are as used to them countries that we rely on for terrorism intelligence.
as JMU students are to having snow days after spring That it may, in fact, help fuel the appeal of extremists
break.
who rely on Muslim communities’ anxieties and
My family and I were caught up in one such upheaval resentment.
during the Bosnian War from 1992 to 1995. As was per
As Vice President of Research for the conservative
international norm at the time, President Clinton Foundation for the Defense of Democracies Jonathan
and the U.N. turned blind eyes toward countless war- Schanzer said, this order appears to be based “mainly
crimes committed by Serbia for fear of being perceived on a campaign promise.” Trump might’ve wanted
the order to act as
as acting boorish
a sort of digestible
t o w a rd ra p i s t s
It’s difficult to attempt to visualize a reality
and murderers,
solution to the very
the same sort
real problem of
where I didn’t develop my sensibilities in the
of bureaucratic
radicalization. Yet,
U.S., or whether I would’ve in fact been able
ineptitude that
by not addressing
they incurred
any of the structural
to cultivate my sense of self had I grown
during
the
and economic
up in my beloved, yet wounded, Bosnia.
reasons as to why
Rwandan
terrorism thrives, it
Genocide. I doubt
my i n f a nt s e l f
comes off as written
would’ve approved
by someone who
of my family starting a new life in the same superpower has absolutely no public policy experience whatsoever
that left us to rot until the very last minute, but I — oh, wait.
couldn’t talk or move on my own at the time, so who
This executive order accentuates a superficial sense
was I to complain?
of nationalism whereby the only way a nation can
We arrived in Portland, Oregon, as refugees with only succeed is to withdraw within itself and alienate those
college educations and a suitcase filled with diapers. that don’t fit it’s narrative. My family escaped from a
Yet we subsequently learned why the U.S. ought to have very similar kind of nationalism 22 years ago. Donald
been defined not by its philandering politicians, but Trump and the United States Congress may spur a
rather, by the actions and choices of its citizens. We cultural regression and perhaps greatly endanger our
ended up being taken in by a family who let us sleep country if they don’t rescind this deeply un-American
in their beds, eat their food and be warmed by their order.
electricity until my parents found some grounding.
Yet as the family in Portland taught me, it’s up to
At that time, it was almost impossible to gauge the citizens of America to protect and build upon its
the integrity of those seated in the highest offices of inclusive values, not the self-aggrandizing bureaucrats
America. Yet it was an Oregon family that taught us we see on CNN and Fox News. Keep protesting, keep
why the mythology, the freedoms and community of getting educated and keep getting involved, Americans.
this country meant so much for so many. They taught The citizens of the world may actually thank you this
my family about America’s selflessness in opening up time.
opportunities for battered souls to achieve their own
excellence.
Armin Haracic is a senior political science major.
It’s difficult to attempt to visualize a reality where I Contact Armin at haraciax@dukes.jmu.edu.

BAN | Trump’s policy is antisemetic
from front

Your dismissal of “social issues” that don’t
affect you directly has shed light on your true
colors. Citizenship isn’t about what works best
for my personal interests. Citizenship is about
unity, solidarity and a collective effort to meet
the needs of every one of our fellow humans,
regardless of paperwork. PAPERWORK. You can
shred paperwork, but you can’t get rid of the
fact that we’re all human.
We, Americans of color and our allies, have
been saying these things repeatedly, arguing
for our humanity. I shouldn’t have to protest
to say, “I am an equal human.” I shouldn’t have
to protest to say that “black lives matter” or
that “refugees are welcome.” I shouldn’t have
to protest to say that it’s “my body, my choice,”

and I shouldn’t have to protest for you to see
what a human looks like. Look at yourself in
the mirror.
Ask yourself: If you were the victim of racism,
sexism or any of the other -isms that our new
president so boldly embodies, how would you
feel? How would your grandparents or greatgrandparents have felt if they knew you so
adamantly dehumanize immigrants just like
themselves? Because at the end of the day,
this country was built on stolen land by stolen
labor. Slaves, immigrants and freedom fighters
built this country. Don’t ever forget that reality.
Don’t ever get lost in alternative facts.
Nahla Aboutabl is a communication and
advocacy graduate student. Contact Nahla
at aboutanm@dukes.jmu.edu.

SATIRICAL NEWS COLUMN

Mandatory SCOM
classes to be replaced
with continuous sound
of car horn
By MATT MURPHY
The Breeze

In a highly anticipated decision, the
university has finally decided to scrap
the mandatory communication studies
classes for freshmen. These courses have
been an integral part of JMU’s general
education program for years. After much
criticism by students and faculty alike, all
SCOM classes will be replaced with the
loud and constant blare of a car horn.
Communication skills are an essential
part of navigating through academia
and the professional world, and SCOM
courses are JMU’s way of honing these
skills in students early on in their college
careers. But sometimes the format of
certain classes needs to change with the
times. So instead of listening to lectures
about public speaking, students will now
get the opportunity to listen to a loud horn

blasting away for two and a half hours
every week.
After many semesters of teaching
communications classes in a traditional
format, professors have started to say,
“Screw it” to the constant lectures and
formal presentation grading. Perhaps the
change will invigorate other departments
to scrap their old and tired methods for
something more engaging. There’s no
doubt that the coming semesters of SCOM
students will get much more out of their
courses.
“The communications department tries
to remain updated with the methods that
we employ,” a faculty member said. “We
hope that by sitting through a few hours
of deafening car honking, they’ll learn
how to better their presentation skills.”
CONTACT Matt Murphy at
murph4ma@dukes.jmu.edu.

first Friday Events
Music Series at st. stephen's ucc
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HARRISONBURG, VA
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Art by
the
experts
MARK OWEN / THE BREEZE

The JMU art faculty members’ exhibit is open in Duke Hall on weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Feb. 10. Each display is its own unique entity, with the only link being that each work was created by a professor in the school of art.
By JOEY SCULLY
The Breeze

A female student walked into the room, confused by all of the deer
heads hanging from the ceiling.
That can be expected when students first walk into the Faculty
Exhibit in Duke Hall. The works on display range from papier-mache
deer heads hanging from the ceiling to elegant paintings of birds.
“The show here is particularly unique because there is no common
theme other than the fact that it’s the faculty work,” Emerson Tedder,
a senior history and art history double major and Duke Hall Gallery
intern, said. “It’s kind of eclectic and it allows us to kind of analyze
the work on its own.”
One work is an interactive digital display titled “The Stations of
the Acousmetere” by Robert Mertens, an assistant professor of art.
“A lot of my work is about intersection between technology, religion
and mythology,” Mertens said.
In this piece, Mertens channeled inspiration from his Catholic
childhood. The work features four digital screens that show different
videos of distorted cracks in black and white.

“It’s kind of a fun cross over, thinking of the stations of the cross
when you come to a church to like TV stations because there are
screens in the piece and you walk up to this altar thing,” Mertens
said. “There’s all these different screens you can look at and you can
listen to and have that kind of conversation, that kind of parallel when
something becomes mass culture and when something becomes
personal belief. There’s a really weird line between those two.”
Underneath the screens is a box holding headphones that produce
digitally altered versions of traditional gospel hymns. The observer can
wear the headphones, allowing them to become part of the art piece.
“I think a lot of people think of religious experience in connection
to sound like hearing gospel choirs or monks in monasteries ringing
through the space, bouncing off the walls,” Mertens said. “I think
about that a lot in my work and how sound can push people into a
different frame of mind.”
Next to the headphones are loose, handmade pieces of felt that
are allowed to be picked up and taken, creating a more interactive
piece. These pieces feature laser cut symbols taken from cracks in
pavements.
“I think a lot about what symbols mean and what they mean when

their original meaning is lost and the new meaning is kind of slapped
over the top of it, which is kind of what happens in culture over time,”
Mertens said. “There’s kind of a weird evolution thing that happens.”
According to Gary Freeburg, the director of the Duke Hall Gallery,
daily attendance ranges from approximately 300-400 people touring
the gallery. This includes large classes for art students to the casual
business major passing by.
“We’ve had people from all over campus come in,” Freeburg said.
“Sometimes museums and galleries can be a little intimidating to
people standing outside, but I always try to keep half the door open
because I’m trying to get people to come through.”
Overall, students seem to highly enjoy the exhibit.
“It’s really cool to think that these are all made by the instructors
[who] are instructing you so you’re in really good hands,” Taylor Sarlo,
a freshman art history major, said.
The faculty exhibition runs in Duke Hall until February 10 from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. You can visit its website for more information for
upcoming events and galleries.
CONTACT Joey Scully at scullyjs@dukes.jmu.edu.

Into the fold
Physics professor uses origami to visualize experiments and simulations
By NICOLETTE CHUSS
The Breeze

With only a simple sheet of paper and a set of
special folding patterns, an ancient art form and
modern science collide to shape the focus of one
man’s career.
In his first year at JMU, physics professor
Marcelo Dias has already employed origami, the
art of folding, and kirigami, the art of cutting, in
both class and his personal research projects.
Dias first became interested in this integration
of science and art while getting his Ph.D. from the
University of Massachusetts Amherst.
“I’m a physicist, but my interest really lies
in this interphase of mechanical engineering,
physics, architecture and art,” Dias said.
His primary research focus concerns the use
of origami by folding materials to change their
surface area. By changing the overall shape of the
structure, there are distinctive features produced,
including a pattern unique to a particular fold.
Dias then examines how he might implement
the origami in a practical setting to solve a variety
of problems. He recalls one memorable instance
in which this folding technique came to the
forefront of science. A scientist named Koryo
Miura developed the folding pattern Miura-ori
to enable the deployment of large structures to
outer space in a compact volume.
“This is another point of my research,” Dias
said. “I try to draw inspiration from other places
in which those ideas have already been used.”
In addition to earlier experiments, Dias
draws heavily upon nature as a starting point.
He explains that a leaf is contained inside a
bud before it blooms, similar to the spacecraft
example, in which larger membranes are
contained inside a smaller area.
With a strong foundation for his inspiration,
Dias’ biggest challenge isn’t only how to employ
these techniques in his research, but also how he
might use them for a practical purpose.
“Of course the ultimate goal of my research is
to try to find something useful, like the scientists
have found,” Dias said. “But the way to do this
sometimes is just to observe what’s out there.”
One such form that has many applicable uses
is kirigami.
With this method, Dias is intrigued by how he
can use certain structures to find engineering
applications, such as designing a solar panel that
tracks and follows the sun as it moves across the
sky.
But Dias’ central application of interest evolves
from the dimpled features of a golf ball that allow
for better aerodynamics. He’s currently working
with freshman physics major Nicole Voce to
implement this strategy on a much larger scale
— with airplane wings.
Dias initially piqued Voce’s interest during her

freshman physics seminar class with his ability
to make links between real world examples and
more challenging, physics-based material.
“It’s interesting to see how he connects
everyday objects and implements them in a
complicated system,” Voce said. “Like, he studies
nature and the collapsing of buds in plants when
they open, and he’s connecting that to what we’re
doing with buckling.”
Dias’ colleague, Klebert Feitosa, a fellow
physics professor, is also impressed with his
implementation of these ideas.
“It’s quite an innovative way of thinking about
a possibility like this … that could improve the
aerodynamics of things,” Feitosa said. “It’s quite
attractive.”
Working together, Dias and Voce plan to take
various properties of a golf ball and examine
similar features with airplane wings. They hope
to implement a device on a wing that can alter
the dimpled pattern of the overall structure, thus
enhancing its aerodynamic properties in midair.
Although the aerodynamic research is still in
its early stages, Voce eagerly anticipates the work
ahead of them.
“I like working in groups, but this gives me a
lot more experience, because it’s just me and him
solving the problems,” Voce said. “And I can work
through it and he can guide me or we can go back
and forth with ideas. So it’s nice to have that oneon-one time.”
Feitosa also hopes to collaborate with Dias on
his aerodynamic project by adding his input from
a fluid dynamics standpoint.
“There is a good chance that as he works on this
project, aerodynamic response, we may be able
to design an experiment of the air tunnel that we
have here in order to test some of those ideas and
see how that works,” Feitosa said.
Currently, Dias is largely engaged with origami
and kirigami within the context of his research.
Although he shows various simulations and visual
representations in his classes with paper models
and digital constructions, he hopes to incorporate
these art forms and extend their scope as a larger
component of his class material.
“It’s very easy to explain an idea when you
have something to show, so I think this is an
advantage,” Dias said.
With several projects and collaborations well
underway in just one semester, Dias expects a
rewarding, engaging future with physics at JMU.
“Hopefully in the future, I will be able to teach
more specific classes and classes that are also in
a way in collaboration with other departments,”
Dias said. “Because in a way, some of this stuff is
very broad across different disciplines, so this is
something that I intend to do in the future.”
CONTACT Nicolette Chuss at chussns@dukes.
jmu.edu.

PHOTOS BY ABBEY BLOUCH / THE BREEZE

LEFT Marcelo Dias integrates origami and kirigami into both the classroom and his personal research. RIGHT
Dias enjoys figuring out how he can use certain structures, like golf balls, to apply to engineering applications.
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mayo, and American Cheese
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Ham & Cheese
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By MADDELYNNE
PARKER
The Breeze
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“I’m trying to revolutionize the way
people see string ensembles,” Monte
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Free Delivery
LAUREN SAMPSON / THE BREEZE
said.
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She wants to show people that 		
“I think it’s brilliant what she’s
LATE
NIGHT
Kristi Monte, a junior music major, created
Got Strings,
a DELIVERY
quality string musicians and
doing,” Mitchell said. “Starting this
music company that stresses the importance of orchestras.
ensembles aren’t only played by
business with her fellow students
graduate professionals who‘ve been doing musicians enjoy playing for local weddings. and putting themselves out there, starting
it for decades. Her company guarantees that In this case, most brides will hire Got Strings this early. I wish more students were as
even as college students, “everyone knows to play a solo violin, trio or string quartet aggressive and entrepreneurial in trying to
their stuff” and shares similar passions in the during their ceremony.
promote themselves.”
music they perform.
“That’s the best part about doing
Like so many other students, Monte
“It doesn’t need to be like this big, intense, weddings,” Monte said. “You get to be a part has discovered other passions that work
alongside her major and will never forget
hoity-toity, classical musician thing,” Monte of the best day in somebody’s life.”
said. “We’re just as good as professionals.”
All of the musicians carry similar her real motivation for creating Got Strings.
Got Strings is made up of 13 JMU music repertoires of music, which allows traditional
“We’re all friends and we love to make
majors, who perform or teach in the local wedding music to be easily accessible among music together,” Monte said. “That’s what it
community at special events or in nearby players. According to Childress, this makes all really comes down to.”
schools.
playing at weddings much less stressful for
“It’s so important for people to realize that the student musicians.
CONTACT Maddelynne Parker
music is so accessible in the community,”
“I do guarantee to all of my brides that at parkermn@dukes.jmu.edu.
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COURTESY OF SHAUN WRIGHT

Dan Bowman, the subject of Shaun Wright and Mike Grundmann’s documentary, is legally blind and enjoys creating wood projects and tuning pianos.

Elderly couple, Irish immigrants, blind carpenter share spotlight
By JOEY SCULLY AND INGRID BASHEDA
The Breeze

The smell of buttery popcorn and the buzzing of soft voices
enveloped Court Square Theater’s red carpet and comforted the
audience on Wednesday. As people took their seats, Kevin Reynolds
approached the microphone to introduce the upcoming short films
as well as thank his co-workers.
“We really appreciate Court Square’s presence in the community,
how they’ve reached out constantly to all kinds of filmmakers and
musical acts like that,” Reynolds, a media arts and design professor,
said.
The screening consisted of three short films: “The Blue Zone,” “Eggs
and Soldiers” and “A Good Blinder,” which were all created by SMAD
faculty members. Students in a film production class assisted with
the films as well.
What’s love like for the elderly? “The Blue Zone,” written and
directed by Reynolds, depicts two seniors, Harmon and Irene, who
were friends in the past and rekindle their relationship at an assisted
living home.
The duo get in comical trouble dealing with erectile dysfunction,
nude modeling and accusations of cheating. The film was shot in
Harrisonburg. Local viewers will recognize certain locations in the
film such as the Edith J. Carrier Arboretum and the Ice House. The
film suggested that while age can play a factor in relationships, not
much changes throughout the years.
“I guess I’ve been intrigued by how people age over the years, the
passion of youth, what happens to some of that energy and emotion
as you get older and when it bonks you in the face or over the head,”
Reynolds said.
Inspired by her own experience as an Irish immigrant, Imelda
O’Reilly, an assistant media arts and design professor, wrote and
directed “Eggs and Soldiers,” which is now being released in Europe
by Shorts TV Europe.
The film portrays a single Irish dad who neglects his parental
responsibilities on Christmas, leaving his eldest son, Ned, to step up
and help his younger brother, Marco, feel like a kid on Christmas.
This forces Ned to choose between handling relationship problems
and being a good big brother.
“The night shoots were more challenging,” O’Reilly said. “The very

first night of shooting we had a generator that broke down.”
Despite these struggles, O’Reilly and her crew were able to work
around the obstacles and now the 8-year-old kid she cast is touring
around the U.S. as part of the “Kinky Boots” cast.
The final short film was a documentary on a local Harrisonburg
resident. Being blind can create an obstacle when playing the
piano or creating woodwork with power saws, but 75-year-old
Dan Bowman hasn’t let his blindness stop him. “A Good Blinder,”
produced by Shaun Wright and Mike Grundmann, both media arts
and design professors, followed Bowman around for a year and a half
documenting his unique and humble lifestyle.
“A lot of hours came intruding into our schedule but it was worth
it in the end,” Bowman said at the film’s conclusion. “I didn’t know I
could be made [to] look so good.
Bowman lost his sight when he was 12 years old due to a condition
he was born with. He attended the Virginia School for the Deaf and
the Blind in Staunton, Virginia, where he discovered his love for
tuning pianos. To this day Bowman continues to tune pianos all
across Harrisonburg and estimates that he’s tuned over 20,000 in his
lifetime. The film got its title from Bowman’s daughter, who would
say that her dad was a “good blinder,” meaning he could accomplish
many things despite his blindness.
Over the course of a year and half the filmmakers shot about 30
hours of footage and edited it down to this short documentary. Wright
did most of the shooting while Grundmann concentrated on the
interviewing and sound.
“It was wonderful to see the audience laughing at all the right
points and even some points I thought might have been too subtle
for them,” Grundmann said.
Bowman and his family received a long standing ovation from
the audience after concluding the screening. Students, teachers and
friends gathered at the Capital Ale House in downtown Harrisonburg
for a question-and-answer session with the creators of the films and
in celebration of the screening.
“It seems the feedback is that one of the nice things was that the
three films are very different and they complement each other in a
certain way,” Reynolds said.
CONTACT Joey Scully and Ingrid Basheda
at breezearts@gmail.com.

Valid with coupon only. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. One
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in,
carry out or delivery. Limited time only.

FREE TOPPING
On Any

Large Pizza
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. One
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in,
carry out or delivery. Limited time only.

$3.00 OFF
Any 2

Large Pizzas
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. One
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in,
carry out or delivery. Limited time only.
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The face-offs begin
By PETER CAGNO
The Breeze

Elena Romesburg received an Honorable
Mention nod.
While the Dukes return some key
players in those listed above, KlaesMany collegiate women’s lacrosse teams would be
Bawcombe notes that the team is largely
hesitant to face the defending national champions
different from last season’s squad.
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, but JMU
With the addition of 10 newcomers,
lacrosse head coach Shelley Klaes-Bawcombe’s
Klaes-Bawcombe relies heavily on her
team certainly isn’t.
upperclassmen to ease the transition and
“We’re risk-takers, first and foremost,” Klaesassimilation process.
Bawcombe said. “We’re trying to teach this team to
“Haley and Leah are the voice right
not be afraid to lose, to want to win and understand
now,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. “They’re
the mentality and resilience to compete at that level.”
the ones who are controlling what’s
The Dukes are looking to avenge their 11-7 loss
going on, they have a lot of opinions
the Tar Heels handed them in last season’s opener
and are vocalizing it to their teammates.
at Sentara Park in Harrisonburg when they travel
They’ve also made it very clear they want
south to Chapel Hill, North Carolina, for the noon
it to be a shared opportunity for everyone
contest on Saturday, Feb. 4.
and they’re really doing a great job of
The match is the first of a four-game road trip
encouraging our younger players to make
the Dukes embark on to start the season. Klaestheir mark early.”
Bawcombe notes that in order to get the high-caliber
Monticello, also a captain, looks to
schedule they wanted, starting the season on the
remain an asset to the team while still
road was a crucial caveat.
recovering from last year’s knee injury. If
“I’m excited to see how the girls use this
all goes as planned, she’ll return in late
opportunity to get to know each other,” KlaesFebruary.
Bawcombe said. “There’s a lot of team bonding that
“Being a senior captain and being
goes on with traveling on the road.”
injured, I’m just trying to be the best
During that road trip the Dukes will face other
leader I can possibly be,” Monticello said.
big name schools like the University of Michigan,
Several newcomers are slated to
Virginia Tech and the University of Connecticut. The
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
make a big splash this season, including
Dukes will also play three ranked nonconference
foes, including No. 2-ranked University of Maryland, Junior midfielder Elena Romesburg shields the ball from a Virginia Tech defender in the Dukes’ victory over the Hokies last season. freshman defender Emma Johnson, who
Klaes-Bawcombe notes can be a starter,
No. 14-ranked University of Virginia and No.
tournament, but were still offered an at-large bid to the Big Dance due
and Maddie McDaniel, a midfielder who
19-ranked Towson University, among others.
Having such big name schools on their docket is no accident, but to their strong schedule. The Dukes ultimately lost 9-8 to No. 9-ranked can make an impact at the face-off.
Stanford University in a highly-contested nail-biter of a match in Los
“This year it’s not about age, it’s about realizing what we’re trying to
instead by design.
“Scheduling is definitely a work of art,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. “We’re Angeles. In each of the last nine seasons with Klaes-Bawcombe at the do and finding a way to work within the system,” Klaes-Bawcombe said.
Klaes-Bawcombe hopes to utilize the team’s athletic ability and overall
making sure that we’re picking teams that are in the NCAA [tournament], helm, the Dukes have ranked in the top-25 in strength of schedule,
ranking as high as 17th last season.
skill to change their pace of play. She notes that while they still have some
so we’re picking up a lot of quality points along the way.”
Having a strong schedule is, “really all we know here,” Klaes-Bawcombe players with dodging ability, this year they’ll focus more on cutting to the
She notes that their strength of schedule not only gives them an
advantage for an at-large bid to the NCAA tournament — like last season said. “I think that a lot of these girls chose JMU so that they can play the goal and having good passing to lead to scoring opportunities. Warden
and others are certainly buying in.
— but also gets them ready for conference play by working out the kinks best in hopes to become the best.”
While the big name schools are a good resume boost for postseason
“I think that the biggest thing on attack will be sharing the ball and
early on.
“We were ready for the ups and downs of the CAA,” Klaes-Bawcombe play, and will get the team ready for the important conference games, the making everyone a threat,” Warden said. “Having all seven players going
said. “It’s becoming one of the most competitive conferences in the players just treat them like any other game and don’t think too much of it. to goal, attacking and feeding.”
“We’re going to have to take each game as it comes, we have to
Now with the preseason coming to a close and the Tar Heels on the
country, and if we don’t give these girls competitive opportunities early
approach each opponent as just another opponent,” junior midfielder horizon, Klaes-Bawcombe and the Dukes are ready to “get after it.”
they’re not going to be ready for what comes at them in season.”
“This team is such a new team that we’re really only looking forward
The Dukes were at their best in CAA play, topping five of their six Haley Warden said. “We’re not going to look at the name, we just come
regular-season foes, but struggled in nonconference games, finishing 4-7 in and as long as we’re competing and being really competitive I think right now,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. “They have an opportunity to make
this year whatever they want it to be and it’s really exciting that we’re
in their 11 nonconference contests. Klaes-Bawcombe describes a certain we’re going to do really well.”
Warden, a team captain and Preseason All-CAA team member, here in our last week [of the preseason], heading in to compete against
adverse relationship between the two halves of the season.
“We kind of take on two different personalities,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. received a Preseason All-American Honorable Mention nod following her the best team in the country.”
Following the four-game road trip that begins with the match
“For the nonconference portion of the season we’re the underdog and sensational sophomore season in which she tallied 19 goals and 11 assists.
“It means a lot considering I had my whole team behind me,” Warden against the Tar Heels, the Dukes return home to Sentara Park on
we’re going after these teams with no pressure and when we get into
Saturday, Feb. 25 for a 1 p.m. game against High Point University.
conference [play] everything flips and we become the hunted and we said. “I couldn’t have done anything without all their help.”
Others who garnered conference accolades were senior attacker
have to be able to manage that mentally.”
Last season the Dukes finished 10-10 and didn’t win the CAA Leah Monticello and junior defender Rebecca Tooker. Junior midfielder CONTACT Peter Cagno at cagnopx@dukes.jmu.edu.

A shot for
redemption

After losing the CAA championship, women’s tennis looks to find its way back
By MATT TYSON
The Breeze

COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS

Sophomore Emma Petersen hopes to lead the Dukes back to the CAA championship.

Despite the lingering cold weather, the JMU women’s tennis
team returns to the courts in search of the first Colonial Athletic
Association championship in program history.
So far, the Dukes are off to a hot start. The team won its Jan. 26
season opener against Radford University 7-0 and followed it up
with a 4-3 win over Pennsylvania State University two days later.
“Fall was very productive; the last two and a half weeks,
practice has been great,” head coach James Bryce said. “It’s
that time of year where we’re ready to hit the courts and start
competing.”
The team has set high expectations for itself heading into the
2017 season. Last season saw JMU go 18-7 prior to a matchup
with the College of William & Mary in the CAA Finals. The Dukes’
season came to a close with a 4-1 loss.
The team doesn’t have an easy schedule this year, with
matchups against top-ranked programs like Virginia
Commonwealth University and North Carolina State University,
but Bryce believes its players’ skillsets will propel it to success.
“I think we’re a better team than we were last year,” Bryce said.
“As the team improves we have to make our schedule tougher.”
This spring’s squad features eight returning players along with
freshman Jona Roka. The return of the whole team has players
hungry for another run at the CAA title after getting so close
last year.
“I expect great things for this team,” senior Rebecca Harris
said. “We’ve put in the hard work, put in the hours, put in the
time. We’re all dedicated and have each other’s backs.”
While the loss to William & Mary was disappointing, the team
has used it as motivation to get back to that spot and go even
further. The time between this year’s fall and spring seasons was
spent working through a rigorous practice schedule to get the
team in shape for the spring opener.
“We’re right there, we’re so close,” sophomore Emma Petersen
said. “If we can just improve that one more little bit then we’ll
be right there to our goal.”
Prior to the start of the season, two members of the team
received a regional ranking. Senior Timea Guibe was ranked
No. 19 for singles in the Intercollegiate Tennis Association
Atlantic Region. Joining Guibe in the rankings was junior Kimmy
Herrock, who was named the No. 10 doubles duo in the same
region. These rankings put the two players in elite company, but
Bryce insists that there’s no single player who can help them
make another run at the CAA championships.
“It ’s gon n a be a tea m ef for t,” Br yc e s a id . “I f
we’re going to have success it’s not going to be an
indiv idual effort. Ever yone’s going to have to play
well all throughout the semester, not just one person.”
CONTACT Matt Tyson at tysonme@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Who wins Super Bowl LI?
Falcons, Ryan rise to the occasion

By KEVIN HASWELL
The Breeze

Super Bowl LI is set to be worth the
wait. The New England Patriots and
the Atlanta Falcons are both heading
to Houston, Texas, to face off for the
Vince Lombardi Trophy. Both teams
feature a great quarterback, some
offensive weapons and a terrific
defense. The spread for the game is
only three points, in New England’s
favor.
The Falcons finished the regular
season 11-5, behind the strong
play of quarterback Matt Ryan.
Ryan threw for 4,944 yards and 38
touchdowns this season, all while
throwing only seven interceptions.
Ryan’s outstanding play has helped
the Falcons average 33.8 points per
game, the best mark in the NFL.
They were also second in the NFL in
total offensive yards with 6,653 total
yards. The Falcons were led by their
high-powered offense on their road
to Houston.
The player to watch for the Falcons
is wide receiver Julio Jones. Jones
finished the regular season second in
the NFL in total receiving yards with
1,409 and reeled in six touchdowns
on the season. His performance in
the NFC Championship propelled
the Falcons into the Super Bowl, as
he finished with 12 catches for 180
yards and two touchdowns. Jones
will be the difference in deciding if
the Falcons can win this game.
The Patriots finished the regular
season 14-2, behind motivated
quarterback Tom Brady. Brady was
suspended the first four games of

Patriots, Brady further cement legacy

By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
The Breeze

the season. The Patriots
went 3-1 in those games.
The Patriots quarterback
play was shockingly
i mp re s s i ve a l l ye a r.
In the regular season,
the Patriots had more
quarterbacks play than
they threw interceptions,
3-2.
In a d d i t i o n t o t h e
strong quarterback play,
the defense makes New
England such a fearsome
opponent. The Patriots’ defense
only allowed 15.6 points per game
this season, the best mark in the NFL
by over two points.
The player to watch for the Patriots
is Brady. While only playing 12
games during the regular season,
Brady threw for 3,554 yards and 28
touchdowns. He only managed to
throw two interceptions all season
as well. In the AFC Championship,
he threw for 384 yards and three
touchdowns, good for a QBR of 90.4.
The Falcons have the edge in this
matchup. Their ability to spread the
ball all over the field to weapons
like Jones as well as running backs
Devonta Freeman and Tevin
Coleman gives them the edge over
the potent Patriots defense. The
game will come down to a gamewinning drive, in which Ryan wins
his first Super Bowl, dethroning the
Patriots dynasty.
Prediction: Atlanta Falcons 31,
New England Patriots 24.

Ready or not, here comes Super Bowl
51. The contest may come down to
which explosive offense can score
more, and I think the answer lies
in one man and one team.
The New England Patriots
are in the Super Bowl for the
seventh time since 2001, thanks
to head coach Bill Belichick.
The undisputed greatest head
coach of this era has pieced
together a near-flawless
offense that can win with
almost anyone at quarterback.
The Patriots went 13-1 with
Tom Brady, but still managed a
respectable 3-1 record with lesser-known
players like Jimmy Garoppolo and even
Jacoby Brissett under center.
Their run game has improved
immensely this year, solely because of
a 6-foot, 250-pound tank of a running
back named LeGarrette Blount. He
isn’t as explosive as many running
backs, but he’s a lock to pick up
almost any short-yardage situation.
Blount pounded in 18 touchdowns
this year on the ground, which led
all running backs. Aside from the
greatest coach of our time and a
running back that may be the
closest thing to a tank there is,
the Pats aren’t so great. Wait,
I’m forgetting someone. Oh
yeah, Brady. Brady is the
best quarterback to ever
live. His video game-like
ZE stats seem to get better with
EE
BR
E
TH
OUCH /
age, and they’re phenomenal
CHELSEA CR
in the playoffs as well. There are

CONTACT Kevin Haswell at
haswelkr@dukes.jmu.edu.

times where I truly wonder how he throws
incompletions, because it seems like every
throw is on the money. This New England
team isn’t going to have an “off” night, the
Atlanta Falcons must hope it just isn’t an “on”
night come Feb. 5.
Atlanta, however, has an offense that blew
NFL fans away when it scored at will against
the Green Bay Packers just two weeks ago.
MVP front-runner quarterback Matt Ryan
marched up and down the field the entire
game, just as he did against the Seattle
Seahawks. Over his two playoff games he has
a completion percentage above 70 percent,
has thrown seven touchdowns with zero
interceptions and has averaged 365 yards a
game. Those stats are unmatched.
Sadly, for the Falcons, Ryan can be matched
by Brady. On the other hand, star wide
receiver Julio Jones can’t be matched. His
combined 247 yards and three touchdowns
against Seattle and Green Bay gave defensive
coordinators nightmares. There will be no
shutting him down, but the Patriots must
pray that they can contain them. The New
England defense must remember this is the
man who caught 300 yards worth of passes
earlier in the season. This Atlanta team isn’t
going to have an “off” night, the Patriots must
hope it isn’t an “on“ night come Feb. 5.
Both teams will play well, I believe the
winning team will be the New England
Patriots. Their offense is as consistent as it
gets, and at this point I’m not even sure why
they’re bringing a punter to the game.
Plus, Brady’s pinky finger is getting a little
cold; he could use one more ring to complete
his hand.
Prediction: New England Patriots 41,
Atlanta Falcons 31.
CONTACT Harry Holtzclaw at
holtzchw@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Record

10-8

12-6

11-7

8-10

11-7

11-7

Patriots vs. Falcons

Patriots

Patriots

Patriots

Falcons

Patriots

Falcons

Score Prediction

42-38

31-20

35-28

31-30

42-21

38-35

SIGNING DAY | JMU adds
25 new players to football roster
PIZZA • PASTA • SUBS

SUPERBOWL
SPECIALS

$19.95 (plus tax)

One LARGE 16” Pizza w/1 toppings
12 Jumbo Buffalo Wings
One 2-liter Bottle of Soda

$39.99 (plus tax)

72 Jumbo Buffalo Wings

CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK PICK UP
540-564-0105
225 Burgess Road
In the Walmart Shopping Center
Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

JAMES ALLEN / THE BREEZE

The Dukes’ recruiting class features 16 all-state athletes and nine who won a state championship in high school.
from front

Freshman defensive lineman Marcus Hawkins
enrolled for the spring semester after graduating
high school early, and rising redshirt sophomore
linebacker Gus Little transferred from the University
of Maryland. All three players have already begun
working out with the team and will take part in spring
practices.
As a coach, Houston’s biggest focus when it comes
to establishing a team culture is implementing a
physical, hard-nosed style of football. As the first
incoming class that he was able to recruit fully at JMU,
the rising freshmen share his philosophy.
“You can look at the highlight videos of players
like [safety] M.J. Hampton or [linebacker] Diamonte
Tucker-Dorsey and one thing that stands out about
them is just how hard-hitting young men they are,”
Houston said. “We recruited these guys because they
fit our style of play.”
In line with that thinking, Houston called recruiting
offensive and defensive linemen a “huge, huge

emphasis” this offseason. Seven members of the
recruiting class are listed as linemen on either side of
the ball, will give the Dukes plenty of options up front.
With 11 players hailing from Virginia — the
most highly represented state on the roster — JMU
continues to be one of the top destinations for the best
high school recruits in the state. While fellow Colonial
Athletic Association programs Villanova University
and the University of Richmond did compete for some
of those highly sought athletes, JMU was able to land
its fair share of recruits.
“There’s great talent here in the state of Virginia
and I think that what we want to do is, we want to
try to keep as much of that great in-state talent here,”
Houston said. “I think that we can stay at the top end
of our league and of the FCS division by doing that.”
With a new crop of players who compete for
starting spots in training camp, the team is in a good
position to defend its national championship title.
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at
breezesports@gmail.com
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A new standard of applications
JMU considers the option to omit SAT and ACT scores

CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE

By JULIA SMITH
The Breeze

Prospective JMU students may no longer be required to submit
their SAT or ACT score. A team of JMU faculty and staff have been
working for over a year on the proposition to make the test scores
optional instead.
In regard to predicting student success, the SAT and ACT’s
reliability has come into question with the faculty senate and
board of visitors. There are many factors that could influence a
student’s performance. According to Morgan Benton, chair of the
academic policies committee of the faculty senate, some of these
factors include the socioeconomic status of a student’s family or
their parent’s level of education.
“It’s not clear if the SAT and ACT contribute to the quality of
student or to being able to predict whether or not they’re going
to be successful,” Benton said. “I think standardized tests really
aren’t useful in making decisions about students or making
decisions that are going to help students.”
Other influences on a student’s performance include test-taking
abilities or the availability of test preparation materials. According
to the Dec. 1 faculty senate minutes, Morgan Benton reported the
standardized tests are biased against students who don’t have

preparation materials available, such as low-income families or
first-generation students.
“Just the cost of taking the SATs can be prohibitive for
someone,” Arthur Benson, JMU’s provost, said. “So the reason
we wanted to make it optional is to not disadvantage potential
applicants and to hopefully open up the applicant pool much
more broadly.” Audrey Burnett, speaker of the faculty senate,
hopes that making the SAT and ACT scores optional will open
doors for students who might otherwise feel their scores would be
a barrier to their application.
“We may be missing out on high quality first-generation
students, for example, because we’re so focused on numbers,”
Burnett said. “We’re so focused on that score and it could have
been a matter of they weren’t having a good testing day.”
Michael Walsh has been working on gathering data and
research to present to the senate and board of visitors. Originally,
he was presented with the idea of eliminating the test scores from
the application. However, other components of the applications
are optional, such as the essay and teacher recommendation. By
making the scores optional, Walsh hopes that having choices will
make the application process less stressful.
“The idea is to allow students to put forth what they think is
their best,” Walsh said. “They get to pick the components so they

CLUB | Immersion in Spanish culture

LIZ STRAUSS / THE BREEZE

Every meeting the Spanish Club hosts is spoken in Spanish to encourage all of its members to practice the language.
From page 3

Another member of the club’s
executive board, Morgan Taylor,
the public relations chair and a
junior international affairs and
Spanish double major, decided
to join Spanish Club during her
spring semester of her sophomore
year after studying abroad in
Salamanca, Spain.
“Immersing yourself in
the culture and being in an
environment where you are forced
to speak and listen to the language
at all times improves your skills
immensely,” Taylor said.
The club welcomes both
Spanish-speaking and nonSpanish-speaking students to
its monthly meetings, whether
they’re interested in practicing
the language or just meeting other
Spanish-lovers.
All meetings are spoken in
Spanish by executive members
with the PowerPoint slides
featured in English. This is done
in an effort to cater to all members
regardless of their skills.
“I really encourage for anyone

interested in Spanish to just
come and check us out,” Rich
said. “Our group is a very easy
and nonjudgmental place to
practice speaking Spanish. We
are just so excited as a club to
have anyone even remotely
interested to just come and
check out our club.”
The club meets in the
Int e g rat e d S c i e n c e a n d
Technology building every
other Tuesday from 7-8 p.m.
Every meeting ranges from
group activities and games to
learning about current events
in Spanish-speaking countries.
“It’s usually a conversation
prompt or a social interaction
game to get people talking to
each other,” Michael Mann, the
club’s activities coordinator
and a senior biology major,
said. “My hope is to not
only give people a place to
practice their Spanish, but
also bring people together
to foster new relationships.”
CONTACT Yaitza Lopez at
lopezye@dukes.jmu.edu.

feel comfortable putting their best foot forward.”
However, one of the most prominent concerns about making
the SAT and ACT scores optional is how it will affect JMU’s
rankings. JMU isn’t the first to remove the requirement from the
application. Other universities in Virginia have already done
so, including George Washington University, George Mason
University, Virginia Commonwealth University and Old Dominion
University. According to Walsh, none of these schools have seen a
decline in student performance. Instead, they’ve experienced an
increase in applications.
When admissions views a student’s application, their SAT or
ACT score isn’t the first component they look at. Instead, they look
at the student’s curriculum and grades. The rigor of the classes
they take and the grades they receive in those classes can better
anticipate the student’s success at the university.
“After we looked at everything, grades and curriculum are the
best predictors and that’s not changing,” Walsh said.
So far, the proposition has been addressed in the faculty senate and has
been presented to the board of visitors twice. The next step is to introduce
it to the Student Government Association. From there, the final decision
will be made by senior leadership, the president and vice president.
CONTACT Julia Smith at smit28jm@dukes.jmu.edu.

12   Thursday, February 2, 2017

breezejmu.org

Freshmen and Seniors!

Have You Seen

NSSE?

Tell your story of
Engagement at JMU with the

National Sur vey of
Student Engagement!
Strengthen JMU for the next generation of students!
Participants are entered into a drawing for fabulous
prizes, including BEATS Headphones!

Watch Your Email beginning February 7!
For more information:
Dawn Miller, Wellness, Orientation & Multicultural Engagement, mille2da@jmu.edu
https://www.jmu.edu/jmureports/perceptions/perception-nsse.shtml

