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Upcoming
Events
Friday
❂ So Percussion
at Forbes Center for the
Performing Arts - Concert
Hall
8 p.m.

❂ Ralph Stanley II & The
Clinch Mountain Boys
at Court Square Theater,
7 - 9 p.m.

COLLEGE CARTOON
Former Breeze comic artist
transforms work into a collection

CULTURE
16

RUNS IN THE FAMILY

SPORTS JMU basketball player’s father
provides path for son
24

BREEZE FILE PHOTOS

Saturday
❂ JMU men’s basketball
vs. Drexel
at Convocation Center,
4 p.m.
❂ Drag Brunch
at Capital Ale House
1 - 3 p.m.

Sunday
❂ Yoga for stiff people
at Shenandoah Yoga,
4:30 - 5:45 p.m.

KILEY LOVELACE / THE BREEZE

Editorial Staff

PHOTO ON THE FRONT:
COURTESY OF HANDS 4 OTHERS

Advertising Staff
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
EMILY OLIVIER

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

MANAGING EDITOR - PRINT

MANAGING EDITOR - ONLINE

MATT WEYRICH

CAROLINE JANSEN

BENNETT CONLIN

breezeeditor@gmail.com

breezepress@gmail.com

thebreezeweb@gmail.com

NEWS EDITORS

CULTURE EDITORS

SPORTS EDITORS

EMMA KORYNTA & MADISSON HAYNES

NATALIE LAVERY & JOANNA MCNEILLY SAMMY CRISCITELLO & KEVIN HASWELL

breezenews@gmail.com

thebreezeculture@gmail.com

breezesports@gmail.com

ART DIRECTOR

OPINION EDITOR

PHOTO EDITORS

ALEXA THOMPSON

SHANNA KELLY

JAMES ALLEN & ALEXIS MILLER

breezeartdirector@gmail.com

breezeopinion@gmail.com

breezephotography@gmail.com

COPY EDITORS

VIDEO EDITORS

NICOLETTE CHUSS, CARRIE DOMENIC &

MATT CALLAHAN & HYUNJI PARK

SABRINA MORENO

breezevideo1@gmail.com

breezecopy@gmail.com

AD DESIGNERS

KAT ELLIS & SAM JANSSEN

1598 S. Main St.
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

PHONE: 540-568-6127
FAX: 540-568-7889

MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper of James Madison
University, serves student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus and local community.
The Breeze strives to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment rights.
Published on Thursday mornings, The Breeze is distributed
throughout James Madison University and the local
Harrisonburg community. Single copies of The Breeze are
distributed free of charge. Additional copies are available
for 50 cents by contacting our business office. Comments
and complaints should be addressed to Matt Weyrich, editor.

News

EditorS Madisson Haynes & Emma Korynta Email breezenews@gmail.com

4
Thursday, January 18, 2018

The man behind
the pages
Harrisonburg resident
brings books to life for
four decades
By MADISSON HAYNES
The Breeze

The walls are lined with dusty
paperbacks. The crooked shelves,
seemingly exhausted, hold great weight
in words. Torn book covers and pages
yellowed with age are scattered among
the old comics and VHS tapes. The
smell of worn paper, coffee and ink
lingers through the store as the sun rises,
beginning another business day. Each of
the hundreds of timeless books has its own
distinct place in Downtown Books, and
Bob Schurtz knows every one.
Schurtz carefully dusts off the covers
of the latest arrivals of gently used books
and takes inventory. He flips through the
pages and pauses — he comes across a line
he likes and grins. Schurtz seems satisfied
with his new piece of merchandise as he
carefully slides the new book on the shelf
in the romance section.
He knows every title, genre and author
of each book in the store, and keeps the
information tucked away in his mind.
Schurtz has owned Downtown Books
in the heart of Harrisonburg since ,
making  the th anniversary of the
shop. Schurtz has kept it the same year
after year, compiling detailed written
records of every book donated or sold in
those nearly four decades.
Schurtz is a friendly man with an

aged exterior. His curly hair sits wildly
under the hat he wears daily, and
flannels and work boots make up his
typical apparel. He often sits quietly in a
corner, like a gatekeeper to a room full of
treasure, hidden by thousands of literary
masterpieces.
“Pride and Prejudice,” his favorite book,
is tucked away in his pocket — light
reading for a slow day. Schurtz finds
pride in his collection of priceless
volumes and has read many of the
books in his store — he doesn’t
take new books home. He knows
he won’t get to reading them all.
“I try not to take them all
home and pile them up at
home like they’re piled up
in here, because it does take
time to read them and I’ve
got stacks I haven’t read
and probably never will
get around to reading,”
Schurtz said. “Just
the excitement
of books is
the best
thing.”

Schurtz bought the bookstore in Harrisonburg in 1978. Since then, the store has stopped selling new books and now sells used ones. Downtown Books regularly accepts books, VHS tapes, postcards and other donations.
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Schurtz has been running Downtown
Books on his own since he first purchased
it. He came to Harrisonburg from Northern
Virginia with a girl after high school and
while exploring the area, Schurtz stumbled
upon a small bookstore with a distinct
atmosphere. The owners of the store were
a JMU couple, and as he complimented
the store, they jokingly asked if he wanted
to buy it.
Four months passed, and Schurtz went
back to the store. He took them up on the
offer with a simple “OK.” Thus, Downtown
Books fell into Schurtz’s calloused hands.
“I just puttered around until this
happened, and this just sort of happened,”
Schurtz said. “I guess I’m lucky in that
regard.”
He doesn’t see the task of owning a
bookstore as exhausting, though — he
enjoys meeting new people and reading
the merchandise. Friendly faces often peer
through the window, greeting Schurtz early
in the morning. Smiles warm the store
during cold winter months, especially days
when snow blankets the sidewalk outside.
Susan Vincent visits Schurtz every
Wednesday on her way to work at a
publishing company. They’ve known each
other for over  years, and share belly
laughs regularly.
Slyly grinning at Schurtz, Vincent fixes
her windblown hair while thumbing

excitement in -cent VHS tapes and
through stationery and torn novels.
“I don’t think I’ve ever met anybody that magazines and $ paperbacks.
loves books as much as he does,” Vincent
Vincent isn’t the only friend Schurtz has
said. “Have you ever seen a bookshop made during his  years of ownership.
like this one? The walls are closing in Lynn Lowe is a Harrisonburg local, and
with books, the man loves books … It’s a visits Schurtz often.
bookshop out of time, it’s kind of in bizarro
“It’s always just something new and
world, and that’s the reason why I love it.” different and mostly, I’ll be honest, I come
Schurtz sees the store as his second in to talk to Bob at this point, but I rarely
home. Since the shop
leave without something
is open every day
even if it’s something
“It’s a bookshop out free,” Lowe said.
but Sunday, Schurtz
spends most of his
The store illustrates a
of time, it’s kind of
time skimming through
sense of community with
in bizarro world, and the locals, and Vincent
thousands of pages,
keeping tabs on each
even considers Schurtz
that’s the reason
item in the shop.
an older brother. She ran
why I love it.”
The eclectic variety
the store when he hurt
of books and authors,
himself working on his
Susan Vincent
ranging from Harold
farm a few years ago, so
Harrisonburg resident
Ku s h n e r t o Ja m e s
she treats the shop as
Patterson, sit on the
her own. She believes
shelves and draw
she’s put in her fair share
of work.
customers from all over.
Schurtz has quite a few regulars, but
“They have a really great comic book
sign, which I actually handmade myself
wanderers and tourists visit often.
“After  years, people can come back many years ago, which is still up there,”
 years later and say ‘I’m back’ and I may Vincent said as she pointed to the dusty
or may not remember them,” Schurtz said. window. “It’s magic.”
The first-timers walk through the
Schurtz takes pride in the “old school”
clouded glass doors and spend hours items he has tucked away in his store.
searching for the perfect find. The many Many come in just to buy out-of-the-blue
who come to Downtown Books find merchandise.

“Well I can honestly say there’s a lot of
stuff in here you wouldn’t find anywhere
else, you know, I’ve got so many postcard
images and you know, books you wouldn’t
find anywhere,” Schurtz said.
The  long years of existence don’t
deter Schurtz in the slightest. His hair is
grayed, but the store remains young — as
do its customers.
“I’ve been in downtown for so many
years and Bob has just lasted and lasted
and I think that’s really cool,” Lowe said.
“I think it’s really cool to have something
that’s just stuck around.”
Sitting back in his chair, Schurtz
organizes his clean yet chaotic desk. He
places markers in a cup and precisely
aligns the edges of papers to the corners
of his desk. Stacking the books that have
yet to be inventoried and placing them on
a nearby shelf, Schultz tucks a new book in
his jacket pocket and clips his pen to the
front of his shirt.
With a flicker of the light switch and
a turn of the lock, Downtown Books is
closed, waiting to turn the page onto
tomorrow.
CONTACT
Madisson Haynes at
breezenews@gmail.com. For more
coverage of JMU and Harrisonburg
news, follow the news desk on Twitter
@BreezeNewsJMU.

HARRISONBURG

CHESS CLUB
It’s your move…
And it is completely free ! No dues, no
fees, no charge, no kidding. Please join us.

Tuesday Evenings

7:30

All skill levels welcome
Chess sets & clocks provided
Trinity Presbyterian Church

Corner of Rt. 42 & Maryland Ave
(Port Republic)

Call Chris for information:

540-383-7596

PHOTOS BY ALYSSA ANTONIO / THE BREEZE

At Downtown Books, magazines are 10 cents and comics are $1.50.
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Helping
hands
Students work to
provide filtered
water access

By THOMAS ROBERTSON
The Breeze

Located in Central Uganda on a peninsula
in Africa’s largest lake, Lake Victoria, is a city
with a population of about ,. This city,
called Entebbe, is made up of many different
rural communities and fishing islands, and has
little industry. Even though the city is directly
connected to a massive water source, means
of filtering that water are scarce and clean
water is hard to come by for many of Entebbe’s
residents.
The water crisis isn’t going unnoticed,
however. Hands  Others is working to fight it.
HO is a nonprofit organization that empowers
and enables students around the world to
address critical issues. One student involved
with their Global Internship Program is Amelia
Morrison, a senior geographic science major at
JMU. Morrison works with HO’s clean water
program, which has provided over ,
people in  different countries, including
Uganda, with clean water by building wells
and implementing filtration systems.
“With something like drinking water, it’s just
something that we can all support,” Morrison
said. “The more that we can get people aware
… of the other issues in society that stem from
lacking that drinking water, the more that we
can cultivate the service atmosphere that JMU
kind of thinks of itself as having.”

Drinking unfiltered water can cause
typhoid fever, cholera and other waterborne illnesses. Residents in countries like
Uganda may have to travel great distances to
get water that can still bring them diseases.
Since those diseases require them to spend
their income on medicine, the resulting lack
of resources can lead to crime, starvation and
an inability to send their kids to school.
“We’re decreasing the death rates in the
areas, but what we’re also doing is creating
an environment and a culture where people
are able to pursue their dreams and thrive,”
Zak Shellabarger, program director at HO,
said.
Shellabarger saw this process firsthand
while on a trip to Entebbe. He was installing
a water system and noticed how many of the
problems their town faced weren’t a result of
bad people, but poor circumstances.
“Uganda’s such a place that’s so rich in
culture and love and there’s so many people
that are just so giving of themselves and so
hospitable,” Shellabarger said. “Crime is
not large there because the people are bad
— crime is large there because they have no
other means to provide for themselves …
and so when we go in and when we install
a water system, slowly over time what starts
to happen is that the community starts to
find new and better ways to provide for
themselves.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HANDS 4 OTHERS
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Sixty-one percent of Ugandans that we take for granted here in the
lack access to safe water, and even United States,” Grajales said. “It’s
more don’t have access to improved something that’s so vital to daily living
sanitation. That’s why Morrison is that it feels like such a huge cause for
coordinating her own fundraiser for a us to be able to help out.”
clean water system in Entebbe.
Morrison has gotten more of the
“Nothing philanthropic happens JMU community involved besides
without a strong community around student organizations — from booking
it,” Morrison said. “So it’s really a local music acts like Ryan Cam,
powerful thing to create partnerships Gryzzle and Venus Milo to perform
at fundraising
with people who
events, to
care, even if
“Crime is not large there
having Mad4U
they’re not
because the people are bad
help organize
focused on the
an upcoming
same issue as
— crime is large there because concert.
you.”
they have no other means
Ug a n d a i s
“I definitely
just one of
feel
like JMU is
to provide for themselves.”
many places
a place where
everyone’s kind
struggling
Zak Shellabarger
of trying to do
during the
Program director at Hands 4 Others
something to
clean water
make the world
crisis. Around
a better place,”
the world,
more than 840
Grajales said.
million people don’t have safe drinking
Uniting with others to make a
water. With such a far-reaching issue, difference is something Morrison
Morrison said she’s had no problem stressed. She said she’s glad she’s in
finding people willing to help out with the position to bring people together
her efforts to aid Entebbe.
to help out.
“A lot of people want to be involved
“Using your privilege, that’s what
with an issue like this just because I envision,” Morrison said. “Band
it’s humanitarian,” Morrison said. together with whoever you can connect
“College campuses are a really good with, whatever organizations that you
place to cultivate that energy because can connect with and individuals and
everyone does care, and has a little bit try to do something good. And the
of time, not so much money, but time feeling that comes when you achieve
to devote to that.”
that is really, really a good feeling. It
The Environmental Management feels really good to help people.”
Club is one student organization that’s
decided to get involved with the cause. CONTACT Thomas Robertson at
Laura Grajales, a senior kinesiology rober3tl@dukes.jmu.edu. For more
major and social chair of the club, said coverage of JMU and Harrisonburg
its members were eager to get involved. news, follow the news desk on Twitter
“We definitely feel like it’s something @BreezeNewsJMU.

Hands 4 Others allows students to make an impact worldwide. Part of H40 works to increase water access in Uganda.

An intimate, farm-to-table
restaurant in Harrisonburg, VA
serving elevated American cuisine
in a casual dining environment.
Sunday Brunch

Private Dining Room available
for your Special Occasion

rocktownkitchen.com
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217 South Liberty Street
At The Ice House
Downtown Harrisonburg, VA
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Wilt proposes tax bills
to House of Delegates
The two legislations aim to
help small businesses in Virginia

ALYSSA ANTONIO / THE BREEZE

Tony Wilt, pictured above at the 26th District debate, proposed a bill focusing on small businesses and how they pay taxes. The second bill looks at how small businesses are defined based on federal standards.
By TRAVIS VALLE
contributing writer

On Jan. 10, Del. Tony Wilt of Virginia’s 26th
District proposed two bills to the House of
Delegates in Richmond for the first session of the
year. The first bill, HB 512, is designed to address
the payment schedule of the Accelerated Sales
Tax for small retail businesses, requiring
businesses to pay taxes on projected sales for
the final month of the fiscal year as opposed to
actual sales during that time.
The current system was originally
implemented in 2010 to address the economic
recession the country was going through, but
Wilt believes it’s time to amend that system.
“It was basically a gimmick to make the year
end better,” Wilt said. “You had to come up with
this money and your money hadn’t come in for
the month of June. That’s not good accounting.
I mean, it helped us in a fiscal crunch, but you
know, the economy seems to be rebounding
some. I just feel like it’s a good time to repeal
that process.”
The fiscal year ends after June 30, which,
under the current system, means businesses
have to pay June’s sales taxes before that
date. Taxes for every other given month are

due midway through the following month to
give businesses time to collect and calculate
their sales. To pay taxes for sales made in
June, businesses have to pay 90 percent of the
previous June’s tax as an estimate of the current
year’s sales. If businesses underperform in June,
they’d pay more than they actually owe to the
state government.
“If you were over, they would give it back
to you, but that was after the fact,” Wilt said.
“You had to come up with this money and your
money hadn’t come in for the month of June
… If you were having a lean year, where were
you supposed to come up with that extra cash?”
Businesses could fill out hardship waivers to
exempt them from this tax schedule. However,
Wilt believed that this was an unnecessary step
that could be solved with legislation. Instead,
Wilt proposes that businesses pay the sales taxes
for the month of June in the following fiscal
year’s tax collection. This would give businesses
time to collect and calculate their sales for the
month of June and pay the proper amount when
they have the money in hand rather than before.
The state won’t lose revenue over this bill,
instead delaying its collection to accommodate
small businesses and ensure they’re financially
secure during that period.

“There are members of both parties that have
small businesses and I think that it’s in the best
interest of both parties to work together to
benefit them,” Samantha Lane, president of the
JMU College Democrats, said.
The second bill Wilt proposed was HB
513. This bill proposes to adopt the federal
definitions for small businesses. Currently,
Virginia defines a small business as at least 51
percent independently owned, meaning not
owned by a corporate entity. It also must have
no more than 250 employees or make no more
than $10 million over the span of three years.
Wilt wishes to use the definition outlined
by the U.S. Small Business Administration to
help more strictly define categories of small
businesses in Virginia. Currently, the state
doesn’t make distinctions among industries
when considering the definition of a small
business. Different industries require different
bare minimum means to function in terms of
number of employees and costs of overhead
spending.
“You’re not comparing apples to apples,” Wilt
said. “There’s just a slew of categories that, you
know, the federal government’s broken down
and that way, it makes more of a level playing
field.”

Although the bills are still in the early stages,
Wilt doesn’t anticipate any visible opposition
to his proposals in The House. Despite Wilt’s
position as a Republican delegate, the language
of the bills isn’t designed in opposition to
Democratic platforms.
“I definitely have things with [Wilt] that I
really disagree with him on, but I think in this
case, I don’t really have a huge bias towards it,”
Lane said. “Even if we are from a different party,
that doesn’t mean I should hate everything that
he suggests.”
Wilt’s Republican constituents have
responded positively to his proposals as well.
“I think this is a bill that will help improve
business in Virginia,” Julia Pilipenko, president
of JMU College Republicans, said. “I think it will
benefit a lot of small businesses and create more
business opportunities.”
The bills are currently going through
subcommittees for revision and approval.
They’re expected be on the House floor for a
vote within the next two weeks.
CONTACT Travis Valle at valletj@dukes.
jmu.edu. For more coverage of JMU and
Harrisonburg news, follow the news desk
on Twitter @BreezeNewsJMU.
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World:

arrests
including:

8 assault and battery
4 forging public records
4 probation violations
3 larceny and theft
1 destruction of property

National:
Steve Bannon, a former aide to President Donald Trump, will be interviewed by
prosecutors from special counsel Robert Mueller’s team rather than appear before a grand
jury. This follows the publishing of “Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House,” a book
that claims Bannon heavily criticized a meeting between Trump campaign officials and a
Russian lawyer in June 2016. However, Bannon expressed regret over some of his comments
reported in the book. In addition to Mueller, the House Intelligence Committee issued a
subpoena and will require Bannon to answer questions regarding potential links between
the Trump campaign and Russian government officials.

Local:

JAN. 8 TO 14

Last Tuesday, the Harrisonburg School Board encouraged City Council to make its
decision regarding the construction of a potential high school at the latter’s Tuesday meeting.
The school board stated that a decision must be made in order for the new high school
to be completed by the 2021-22 school year. The new high school is estimated to cost $76
million and hold 1,200 students. The push for a new school stems from the desire to alleviate
overcrowding in the city’s school system. Harrisonburg’s real estate tax, currently 85 cents
per $100, would have to increase by 13.5 cents to cover bonds financed over 25 years.
CONTACT the news desk at breezenews@gmail.com. For more coverage of JMU
and Harrisonburg news, follow the news desk on Twitter @BreezeNewsJMU.

With blockchain
what comes first,
opportunity
or threat?
ey.com/betterworkingworld #BetterQuestions

© 2017 Ernst & Young LLP . All Rights Reserved. ED None. 1709-2429598

53

Jerry Chun Shing Lee, a former CIA employee, was arrested in New York on suspicion of
sabotaging the agency’s operations in China. In 2010, U.S. officials noticed that intelligence
from informants within the Chinese government began to dissipate. Two years later, the FBI
launched an investigation into this matter. In May 2017, four former CIA officials revealed that
approximately 20 informants were either killed or imprisoned by the Chinese government
between 2010-12. After working for the CIA as a case officer between 1994-2007, Lee moved
to Hong Kong. He was given a top-secret clearance and signed several nondisclosure
agreements during this period.
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Study secrets

Tactics that can improve study habits

JAZMINE OTEY | call for change
According to a Stanford study, finding a strategic way to study can
improve test scores by a third of a letter grade. This alone can change
a B+ student to an A student.
For a student, preparing for college courses can be a burdensome
task. The night before an exam is often spent with either a fizzing
energy drink or a warm cup of coffee in hand as one hurriedly
prepares for what awaits them. It’s no surprise that studying for a
test can be challenging. Regardless, there are many routes one can
take to improve their study habits, some that many would’ve never
guessed.

1. Laugh more
The U.S. National Library of Medicine states that laughing doesn’t only reduce stress, but it
also improves one’s memory. This goes hand in hand with studying, and if it isn’t a distraction,
can be beneficial. Nevertheless, this doesn’t give individuals permission to crack a joke every five
seconds with their study partners. Students still need to make an effort to focus on the material
they’re trying to learn, but sharing a laugh or watching a funny video in between studying can
take the edge off.

2. Chew gum
According to a study by the British Journal of Psychology, chewing gum also helps with
studying by improving concentration and memory. “It’s been well established by previous
research that chewing gum can benefit some areas of cognition,” Kate Morgan, the author of the
study, said. “In our study we focused on an audio task that involved short-term memory recall to
see if chewing gum would improve concentration; especially in the latter stages of the task.” The
results gathered from the study suggest that chewing gum betters an individual’s focus on tasks
that need “continuous monitoring over a longer amount of time.” Studying certainly requires
one’s attention for long periods of time, so grabbing a piece of gum before getting started is
worth a shot.

3. Download apps to block distracting
websites
I know many students run into the problem of not being able to put their phones down while
they’re studying. Phones have proven to be extremely addicting, and it’s easy for one minute of
harmlessly checking a Facebook newsfeed to turn into an hour of mindlessly scrolling through
your phone. Before an individual realizes, the time trying to study is wasted looking at funny
videos or trying to text someone back. Nevertheless, there are many apps one could download

Editorial Policies
The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their
opinions through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no
longer than 250 words. Guest columns must be no more than 650
words.

to help students avoid getting on distracting websites such as SelfControl, Freedom, etc. With
these apps, a student can block selected social media for a set period of time. Until their time is
up, a student won’t be able to access the app they blocked, even if they get desperate and try to
delete the app.

4. Use Times New Roman when making
study guides
Past research claims Times New Roman is easier to read in comparison to other fonts since it
has serifs. This in turn can make typeface much easier to read due to the fact that it makes it more
distinctive and easier for our brains to register. Difficult fonts may look pretty, but they’re harder
for the brain to recognize. Its simplicity is one of the reasons teachers request students write
scholarly papers in Times New Roman. When studying, students want to be able to retain the
information in a timely manner. Therefore, there’s no reason to use flamboyant fonts if it makes
processing the information slower. Remember, less is best.

5. Add more berries and cherries to
your diet
The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics claims
that eating more berries such as blackberries and
blueberries can boost your memory. It explains that the
berries are a good source of anthocyanins and other
flavonoids, which are supplements that can potentially
help someone have a better memory. In addition, a
University of Cincinnati study expresses that berries
can also be used by individuals to battle Alzheimer’s
disease. While studying, a small bowl of berries on the
side can really help aid in the process and potentially
help students retain the material. Students can also put
DANIEL GLYMPH /
CONTRIBUTING DESIGNER
the berries in a bowl of plain yogurt and add some granola
on top to switch it up a little bit.
During college, studying can definitely be a hassle. Regardless, it’s critical everyone has at least one
studying routine. It’s going to take some trial and error to see what works most efficiently because no single
study method works the same for everyone. Whether it’s downloading an app that blocks distracting
sites, chewing a piece of gum or something that might not be on this list, it’s important a student
finds what works best for them. After all, finding what works best will ultimately help students thrive.
Jazmine Otey is a sophomore writing, rhetoric and technical communication major.
Contact Jazmine at oteyjl@dukes.jmu.edu.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length,
grammar and if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear.
The Breeze assumes the rights to any published work. Opinions
expressed in this page, with the exception of editorials, are not
necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via
e-mail and must include name, phone number, major/year if author
is a current student (or year of graduation), professional title (if
applicable) and place of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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Oprah not an option
Winfrey unqualified to be presidential candidate
DAN FORD | forward thinking
Since Oprah knowledge about extremely complex ideas,
W i n f r e y ’ s such as America’s foreign policy, securing
c e l e b r a t e d the economic well-being of nearly 330
speech at the million citizens and propelling the proper
Golden Globes image of the U.S. throughout the rest of the
on Jan. 7 in which world. This necessitates that those seeking
she
decried the presidency have an elongated study of
the
continued these matters combined with experience
subjugation
of in dealing with them. Actress Meryl Streep
women, there’ve argues that Oprah’s business accolades
been
many make her “more than qualified” for the job.
calling for her to run for president in 2020. Yet, the skill set of business management
Among other reasons for their support for — particularly when that success has been
an Oprah presidential bid, people cite her primarily dependent upon the power of her
leadership skills and ability to project hope name — isn’t automatically translatable to
onto a population
the presidency.
discouraged
by
Just as being
”Just because our current president p r e s i d e n t
the current state of
America — both of
shouldn’t itself
is woefully unqualified for the
which were evident
make someone
in her speech.
a
properly
job shouldn’t mean that we
Although there’s
q u a l i f i e d
lower our expectations for those
no question that
candidate
for
such qualities of
becoming
the
seeking to be his successor. “
hopefulness
and
CEO of a Fortune
inspiration
are
500
company,
required of a good
b u s i n e s s
president,
her
skills
aren’t
inexperience
in
themselves
Dan Ford
matters related to
sufficient
to
the most important
being a qualified
parts of the job demands we be very careful presidential candidate.
in considering the possibility of an Oprah
Just because our current president is
presidency.
woefully unfit for the job shouldn’t mean that
I’m genuinely concerned Americans we lower our expectations for those seeking
are finding it more difficult to separate the to be his successor. The qualifications for the
matters that are most important to our lives presidency are so high that I contend Barack
— such as the political leadership of our Obama was an unqualified candidate
country — with the entertainment realities when he ran for the job in 2008, despite his
that extend throughout our society. For impressive educational background and few
many in the U.S., having a remarkable skill years of experience as a legislator.
set in a medium of entertainment truly
I’m not denying that we should support
qualifies that person for the job of president. the idea that anyone can become president,
Perhaps this is due to the familiarity with but this of course depends on qualifications.
these TV stars, as opposed to political If Oprah, or any other TV personality,
figures the public knows little about.
aspires to someday become president, they
After all, for many Americans, Oprah has should begin by gaining the knowledge and
been a present figure in their lives far longer experience required for the job. This could
than high-profile senators and governors. be done by spending time in state or federal
They know her well, and this provides offices and learning the responsibilities
a certain level of comfort. This theory is required of the president. Once someone has
supported by the fact that Dwayne “The the credentials, they should be considered a
Rock” Johnson has admitted to seriously legitimate contender for the job.
considering a presidential run and has
But until that point, the presidency should
received a wide array of support, despite be reserved for those qualified.
being entirely unqualified for the job.
Being the toughest and most important Dan Ford is a senior international affairs
job in the world, the United States presidency and international business double major.
requires a strong breadth and depth of Contact Dan at forddm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Flu shot or fluke?
TUTTI GUSTI #1
NY PIZZA
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NY PIZZA
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TUTTI GUSTI #4
NY PIZZA

It’s a little perplexing as to why the flu
seems to constantly evolve past the doctors
working to tame it. It could be decades
before doctors find the proper formula to
completely prevent people from getting the
flu, and hopefully sooner rather than later,
doctors can find a way to prevent people
from dying from it.
It’s less than a coin flip’s chance that a flu
shot will prevent someone from getting the
virus for the entire flu season; the shot can’t
even promise effectiveness against death
if you happen to come down with a severe
case.
I understand how the virus’ complexities
can make it hard to tame, but until its
effectiveness improves, I don’t know
how I’ll be convinced to finally get one.
Kevin Romm is a senior media arts and
design major. Contact Kevin at rommke@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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you the flu. The overall point of the shot isn’t
solely to prevent the flu, but extreme cases
of it.
Upward of 700,000 people can be
hospitalized each year from the flu —
that’s what doctors are trying to prevent
with the flu shot. If more people get the flu
shot, doctors say the severe cases of it will
plummet.
Unfortunately, within the last year, 20
children have died as a result of a serious flu
virus. The CDC reports this year’s vaccine
is just 32 percent effective, yet continues to
urge everyone to get the vaccine.
Because of the evolving structure, doctors
may even encourage you to get upward of
three of four different flu shots that fight
different strains of the virus. And if the virus
continues on this path, it could mean people
get more and more shots each year, costing
you money with no guarantee the treatment
will be effective.
I can’t imagine being the only person
who’s never gotten a flu shot and has
never gotten the flu, but I’ve yet to be sold
on getting one. If I were to get the flu shot,
maybe I’d still not get the flu, or maybe by
chance it would be the first time I get it.

LATE NIGHT DELIVERY

will be effective against the particular strain
that’ll arise during the season.
The stubborn virus’ constant evolution is
also why there are several different vaccines
created each year. Therefore, doctors are
constantly trying to create the antidote for
every strain of deadly flu viruses.
This guessing game could be the reason
why the flu shot’s effectiveness has
fluctuated year after year dating back to
2005. In that year, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recorded the shot
was just 10 percent effective.
The most effective flu shot in the last
decade was recorded at 60 percent in the
2010-11 season. However, since then, the
only other flu shot to surpass 50 percent
effectiveness came in 2013-14.
Call me crazy, but I’ve never gotten a flu
shot. I primarily have never gotten the shot
because I haven’t seen the need since I’ve
never gotten the flu. I notice a majority of
my friends continue to get them, and yet
continue to get the flu. But that doesn’t
mean the flu shot is causing people to get it.
Doctors agree it’s not possible because
the vaccine shoots a dead virus into your
body, and it can’t rise from the dead to give

LATE NIGHT DELIVERY

Every year, from
the
beginning
of fall until the
end of spring,
tens of millions
of
Americans
get the flu. And
every year, people
are pressured by
pharmaceutical
companies and doctors to get the flu shot to
avoid or lower the risk of getting the illness.
The flu season could even be longer
this year, as the warmer fall weather could
extend winter into the spring months, which
makes you more susceptible to contracting
the virus.
The severity of the flu can range from an
intensified cold to hospitalization, and in
the worst possible case, even death. But
getting the flu shot may not prevent you from
experiencing any or all of these possibilities
like you might think.
The flu vaccine changes every year
because the virus’ ever-evolving structure
helps it elude a cure. Because the virus is
constantly changing, doctors can never
be too sure the vaccine they’re working on

LATE NIGHT DELIVERY

KEVIN ROMM | freedom of thought
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Vaccination prevents flu fluctuation
SOPHIA CABANA | liberté
Prior to the
invention of
vaccinations, there
wasn’t a way to
prevent dangerous
viral outbreaks.
The first vaccine
was invented in
17 9 6 a n d w a s
effective against
smallpox. Smallpox has now been virtually
eradicated everywhere in the world since 1977,
when it was last reported in Somalia. The flu
vaccine was invented just before the Second
World War by Jonas Salk and Thomas Francis.
Since then, the flu hasn’t been as much of a
looming threat to human life as it was before
the invention of the vaccine.
However, the flu still poses a serious threat
to people in the world today. It spreads easily
through densely populated locations such as
schools, workplaces and college campuses.
While some individuals manage to escape the
flu either through natural immunity or blind
luck, getting vaccinated is crucial to staying
healthy for many people. Furthermore, if more
people get vaccinated, the flu is less capable of
spreading.
Part of the reason for the success of the

A “happy-MLK-day” dart
to my online course for still
having class on our day off.
From a student just trying to enjoy
a day off.
An “every-hour-counts” pat
to JMU for the two-hour delay on
Wednesday.
From a girl who’s so sleep
deprived it feels like she has jet lag.
A “thanks-for-caring” pat to
my Uber driver for telling me
that Lyft is cheaper.
From a broke college kid who
doesn’t have a penny to spare.

smallpox vaccine was how widely it was used.
Vaccines were administered to city-dwelling
citizens, orphans and new U.S. immigrants.
As a result of the vaccine, smallpox eventually
disappeared.
However, in the case of the flu vaccine, many
people choose not to get it, and in doing so,
they endanger others. When a member of an
interconnected community gets a contagious
illness, they not only endanger their own
health, but also risk spreading their illness to
everyone they interact with on a daily basis;
even someone who never interacts with the
sick person can contract an illness from them
simply by entering a room they were recently in
and touching a contaminated object.
The Center for Disease Control has reported
the flu to be spreading in 49 states, with early
fatalities this season, including seven pediatric
deaths. One reason why people fail to get
vaccinated is because they don’t see the flu as a
threat to human life. People think of it as a minor
inconvenience and don’t always realize that
influenza can be fatal just like any other illness.
And as with other illnesses, children are some of
the most vulnerable members of our community.
The fact that seven children have died of the flu
as of last week shows that influenza needs to be
taken seriously. If we want to eradicate the flu,

An “are-you-kidding-me?”
dart to the teenagers who are
participating in the Tide Pod
Challenge.
From a student extremely
concerned with the judgments of
today’s teens.
A “this-can’t-be-safe” dart
to The Harrison for not fully
salting their roads.
From an editor whose car
slipped on the road trying to get to
production day.

we need to all take part in the effort to immunize
ourselves.
One possible reason why people don’t get flu
shots is the myth that vaccines cause autism.
It’s important to note that people are born
with varying forms of autism and are usually
diagnosed within the first three years of life. So,
giving a a flu shot to a child who’s already been
born can’t possibly cause that child to develop
autism. In addition, a teenager or adult who’s
gotten the flu shot has no reason to worry about
increased chances of later having an autistic
child. However, a flu vaccine has the opportunity
to cause autism only if a prenatal flu vaccine is
administered to a pregnant woman during the
first trimester of pregnancy, in which case the
chance of giving birth to an autistic child may
potentially increase by up to 20 percent. While
some studies suggest a link between prenatal
vaccines and autism, others do not.
Research into how vaccines impact fetuses is
still ongoing, but it’s important to remember that
a vaccine that impacts an embryo or fetus in its
most vulnerable state is still perfectly safe for a
fully developed human to take. The myth that
autism is caused by flu vaccines prevents some
parents from giving their children the medical
attention they need, even though their child isn’t
in danger of developing any mental disability as

a result.
As college students who constantly interact with
each other, and sometimes with children and the
elderly, it’s important that we protect ourselves
from the flu. When we put our own health at risk,
we also put the health of everyone we interact
with at risk, which jeopardizes the lives of people
in the surrounding community.
In order to prevent as many fatalities as
possible, ensure the efficiency and health of the
public and eventually destroy the influenza virus,
everyone must get vaccinated. According to the
CDC, there’ve been at least 140,000 flu-related
hospitalizations since 2010, and deaths resulting
from the flu or complications that occur as a
result of flu fall between 12,000 and 56,000.
The fact of the matter is that vaccines save lives,
and the benefits of vaccinations should not be
overlooked due to superstitions, fears or simple
carelessness. It’s the responsibility of healthcare
providers to ensure that vaccines are easy to
access for all members of the community as much
as it’s the responsibility of every community
member to ensure their own well-being and the
well-being of others by protecting themselves
through vaccination.
Sophia Cabana is a freshman history major.
Contact Sophia at cabanasl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Public speaking and success
Students should take an advanced comunications class

HANNAH ROBINSON | medicine for the soul
Y o u ’ r e
As a communication studies major, I
standing in the was required to take SCOM 242 — a class
center of a room dedicated to presentational speaking on
full of faces. Your an advanced, individual level. I’ve always
palms are sweaty, viewed myself as a competent and confident
your voice feels public speaker. I’ve never felt fear or dread
dry and shaky when it came to talking in front of people
and your heart or presenting my ideas in a concise way.
feels like it’s going Despite this, the class was a challenge for
to burst right me.
through your chest. It’s the worst day on the
I learned that there’s room to cultivate and
syllabus — speech day. If you’re reading this grow our public speaking skills within each
and feel like that terrified person has been of us. Upon leaving the class, I realized how
you at some point in your life, there’s a pretty much I’d grown as a proficient communicator
good chance you’re one of the 7 percent of beyond what I’d learned in my GenEd class. I
Americans who struggle with glossophobia.
know that the skills I’ve taken away from that
No, this word wasn’t created by Dr. Seuss class will help me in my future job search,
and it isn’t some weird skin condition your as well as owning my place as a valuable
great aunt has. Simply
asset in any professional
put, glossophobia is the
community. I believe it
fear of public speaking
would be beneficial for
”I learned that there’s
and is considered a form
JMU students to take SCOM
room to cultivate and
of social anxiety. While
242 in addition to their
this is a very specific
grow our public speaking entry-level communication
phobia, some individuals
studies course. This would
skills within each of us.“ give students a taste of what
who deal with it also
have a broader social
it means to be an effective
phobia altogether, not
public
speaker,
then
only finding it difficult to
requiring a more advanced
talk in front of people, but
course to solidify those
Hannah Robinson
speak to them directly as
skills.
well.
Statistics show how important public
Glossophobia derives from the Greek speaking skills are for post-graduation. Data
word “glossa,” meaning tongue, and found that glossophobia has a 10 percent
“phobia,” signifying fear. Although this word impairment on wages and a 15 percent
may seem a little silly, many individuals impairment on promotion to management.
deal with its implications on an alarming In a professional setting, the need for
scale. Oftentimes, college students think proficient public speakers is growing.
that if they can just pass their entry-level When employers are looking at a potential
public speaking course with minimal candidate for an open position, the ability
embarrassment and discomfort, life will be to speak comfortably and capably in front of
smooth sailing in the professional world. coworkers and for pitches is considered one
What these students fail to realize is that the of the most desirable traits in a prospective
days of sweaty palms and shaking voices employee.
may not be a thing of their undergraduate
As you can see, the ability to competently
past. No matter how high the hopes, public communicate ideas and projects in front
speaking engagements follow graduates long of large groups of people is a sigifinicant
after they walk across the stage and receive contribution to the amount of success you
their diplomas.
achieve after college. Although glossophobia
At JMU, every student is required to take is a justified fear, the ability to overcome that
a GenEd communication studies class fear is just as real.
that introduces public speaking. Students
If students pushed themselves when it
choose whether they want to take a group or come to public speaking and signed up for
individual public speaking class. Although classes like SCOM  that focus on the
this option is great for a student’s autonomy, specific critique and skill that’s needed
many will choose to take a group class to to become an exceptional communicator
minimize their fear of speaking in front of a in the workplace, the fear would soon
large group of people alone. This becomes dissipate, leaving only empowerment behind.
problematic when students use the more
comfortable atmosphere of a group setting Hannah
Robinson
is
a
senior
as a means of avoiding their fear of speaking communication studies major. Contact
independently in front of the class.
Hannah at robinshl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Alumnus publishes book of comic
series from time at JMU

/

THE BREEZE

JMU alumnus Tom Arvis (‘81) compiled all 134 comic strips from his newspaper cartoon series, “Roommates” into one book. Each comic strip tells a different story designed for college students.
By SHANNA KELLY
The Breeze

A young boy sits watching his favorite
superhero cartoons with a blank sheet of paper
in front of him. He draws three lines across the
page and imitates the scenes on the screen by
doodling his own Superman stick figure flying
through the air. At the time, no one could’ve
known that this boy would end up turning some
of his strips into books.
“I’ve been drawing since I could hold a
pencil,” Thomas Arvis, a JMU alumnus (’),
said. “Family members always used to tell me
that I was born with the gift of drawing, and it’s
true. Since I was three years old I could draw,
but it’s not like it was a God-given talent — it
was something that had to be worked at.”
During his time at JMU, Arvis was a staff
member for The Breeze and had a comic series
called “The Roommates Chronicles” published

in the newspaper. Arvis has now turned this
series into a colored, publish-on-demand book.
Arvis started as an art major at JMU, but
quickly switched to media arts and design when
he heard how competitive the art market was.
When he was in the process of switching majors,
his adviser recommended he create a comic
strip for The Breeze to keep up with his passion
for illustrating. Arvis went to the library that day
and brainstormed characters for the strip.
“Most of us have to communicate our
perspectives audibly,” Wayne Grey, a JMU
alumnus (’), said. “Tom has the rare gift of
allowing us to see what is going on inside his
crazy cranium.”
Grey and Arvis met while working at a
Mexican restaurant as JMU students. Grey
inspired Arvis to create strip No.  called
“Killshot,” where the “racquetball pro” is based
on Grey.
According to Grey, he won intramurals

annually and spent a lot of time playing
racquetball overall.
“The actual activities described are not
unique,” Grey said. “But his pen makes them
appear so, and happily hit nerves and funny
bones.”
The Breeze published the strips from October
 to May , excluding - right after
he graduated. Arvis then continued the strips
for The Breeze a year later when he contacted
their new editor to continue publishing them.
He stopped producing the strips when he
moved to Washington, D.C. in ’ when his
fiancé at the time got a job in the area.
Eight or nine other strips such as Scott
Worner’s “Madisonman and Jimmy U,” Matt
Wagner’s “Our Hero, Max” and Mark Legan’s
“Wings” ran in The Breeze around the time his
strips were being published in the newspaper.
According to Arvis, his was one of the more
popular strips, and he was even asked to have

a two-page spread for JMU’s  yearbook.
“I was kind of a campus celebrity, not so
much that people knew my face, but they knew
my name,” Arvis said.
The book consists of  of these “campusfamous” strips and is designed with three or
four paragraphs of narration on the left-hand
page with the strips on the right-hand pages.
The strips are about campus life and use
stereotypical characters such as the “jock,” the
“nerd,” the “smart-ass” and the “dumb blonde.”
“I wanted these characters to be stereotypical
because when you come up with an idea, the
characters themselves kind of come and tell you
who should say what,” Arvis said.
One strip was based on a JMU orientation
tour where each stop on the tour introduced a
different character based on their location on
campus. For instance, when the character stops
at the athletic department, the “jock” character
named Football is introduced.
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COURTESY OF TOM ARVIS

Arvis studied media arts and design during his time at JMU. While he was a staff member at The Breeze, Arvis constantly took note of the stereotypes around him on JMU’s campus for his comic strips.
While Arvis was putting together the book,
he showed his son, another JMU alumnus (’),
a strip.
“One of the first strips he read, he chuckled
at,” Arvis said. “The humor stands the test of
time I think, even though this is from the ’s
or ’s. I think college students today would
still be interested in reading it.”
Not only does the humor apply to various
generations, but it’s also made to appeal to all
college students, even though it has certain
references to JMU. Arvis did this with a goal to
eventually publish the strip.
“I always knew even when I was doing them
in black and white for The Breeze that one day I
wanted to color these and put them together at
least if only for myself, self-published, in a book
I could pick up off the table and thumb through
and read all the strips,” Arvis said.
Arvis started by sending the strips to

Gary Beatty, publisher,
s y n d i c a t e s, b u t w a s
rejected since the
editor and creator of
strip didn’t have
Aazurn Publishing,
a wide family
c o l o re d s o m e
appeal. Then, he
comics for Arvis
“Since I was three years old I could
reached out to
five years ago.
draw, but it’s not like it was a Godother colleges
Arvis even
t o s h ow t h e
released
given talent — it was something
“Mercenary
syndicates
that
had
to
be
worked
at.”
that the strip
Pig
#”
could apply
through
Tom Arvis
to a broader
Aazurn
’81 alumnus
audience than
Publishing. In
just the JMU
the ’s, Beatty
community. The
made cartoon
strip ended up
strips for his college
running for two
at Northern Illinois
semesters in the
University in Free
University of Virginia paper, The
Lunch Magazine.
Cavalier Daily.
“When I saw what Tom

wanted to do with ‘The Roommates Chronicles’
book, I knew exactly where he was coming from
before reading a single strip,” Beatty said.
According to Beatty, while featured cartoons
in campus publications hold a piece of their
generation, many aren’t around today.
“James Madison University is extremely
lucky Tom’s strips survived and he lovingly
re s t o re d t h e m f o r ‘ T h e R o o m m a t e s
Chronicles,’” Beatty said. “His wacky, offbeat
band of misfits are understandable to anyone
who has ever hung around a college town,
but the strips capture a specific moment in
time, and because of that, this book is a gem.”
CONTACT Shanna Kelly at kelly3sc@dukes.
jmu.edu. For more on the culture, arts and
lifestyle of the JMU and Harrisonburg
communities, follow the culture desk on
Twitter @Breeze_Culture.

See more of “Roommates” on page 20.

The Madison Project:

JMU’s Premeir All Male A Capella Group Presents

THE DORM

Tour
FINAL DATES

January 23rd BLUESTONE
8:30 Grace Street
January 30th VILLAGE
8:30 Chappelear
9:00 Garber Hall
9:30 White Hall
Feb 6th EAST CAMPUS AND VILLAGE
8:30 Shenandoah Hall
9:30 Ikenberry

Please contact bookthemadisonproject@gmail.com if you would like us to sing for your student
organization or any other upcoming events! Thank you to all our sponsors of 'The Dorm Tour.'
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Movie discusses
freedom to ‘Post’
with great success
KAT ELLIS / THE BREEZE

By CALEB BARBACHEM
The Breeze

The year is . The Vietnam War is
ongoing, Richard Nixon is president and
The New York Times has its freedom of
press threatened by the U.S. government
for writing articles about top-secret
documents surrounding the Vietnam
War. Steven Spielberg’s “The Post” tells
the gripping story of The Washington Post

staff as it responds to The Times publishing
government documents and how journalists
reacted to the government threatening the
freedom of press.
“The Post” makes the fascinating
choice of following the story behind The
Washington Post’s employees rather than
The New York Times. These articles were
published around the time Kay Graham
(Meryl Streep), the publisher of The
Washington Post, was listing the company

for stock exchange. Ben Bradlee (Tom
Hanks) was one of the head editors for The
Post and became infuriated that The New
York Times beat them to the major scoop
when no one else had any idea about the
documents.
As The Washington Post tries to catch up
with The New York Times and figure out
how to get its own information about the
Vietnam projects, The New York Times is
imposed by the U.S. government to cease

and desist all articles related to the leaked
documents. A major debate ensues from
all members of the Post about the freedom
of the press and limitations for executive
power. The film then delves into the everimportant question of just what newspapers
should be allowed to publish. With how
tense everyone seems to be over the issue,
“The Post” does an amazing job of feeling as
if this event were happening here and now
instead of  years ago.

/ THE BREEZE
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THE POINTE
Besides focusing on a
journalist’s perspective, “The
Post” adds a tremendous amount
of tension by considering the
stockholders. The Washington
Post could get into trouble for
writing more about the Vietnam
documents after The New York
Times was already potentially
being punished for the same thing.
This creates an ethical dilemma for
Graham on how to balance the
interests of journalistic freedom
with the rights of stockholders. By
exploring the publisher’s mind,
the audience is given an often
overlooked perspective into the
freedom of press debate instead
of looking at only writers, which
is very common in these types of
stories.
While the film is a serious
political drama that tackles
some major ethical dilemmas,
its selective use of humor allows
the film to burst with even
more character. During tense
moments, Bradlee would snap at
his co-workers with witty remarks,
such as forcing them to buy his
daughter’s lemonade at a high
price due to sudden “inflation.”
Bradlee’s brash personality also
caused him to butt heads with
The Washington Post’s lawyers.
He announces himself on the

telephone to prevent the lawyers
from colluding to stop any
Vietnam-related stories from
being printed. The humor does a
great job of breaking the tension
in certain moments while still
feeling natural, as most of the
comedy is done through quick and
angry remarks toward someone,
prolonging certain arguments.
The coverage of the documents
revealed that the U.S. government
was abusing its power to control
Vietnam and continued the war
despite knowing it couldn’t be
won. This political drama does a
remarkable job raising tensions
between characters and truly
interpreting just how high the
stakes were along with making
the audience care about the
consequences. Some sparse
humor allowed Bradlee and
Graham to feel like real people with
subtle jokes and banter. The film
is fun and suspenseful all the way
through, keeping one on the edge
of their seat nearly the entire time.

ALL NEW LUXURY TOWNHOMES

Located right across from Copper Beech,
The Pointe offers both furnished and unfurnished options
with cable and internet included with your rent!

EARLY BONUS SPECIALS!

$535

LIMITED TIME ONLY!
etails
o r r a t e dOUR
a l l f ABOUT
*c
ASK

NOW LEASING FOR

FALL 2018

CONTACT Caleb Barbachem
at barbaccf@dukes.jmu.edu.
For more on the culture, arts
and lifestyle of the JMU and
Harrisonburg
communities,
follow the culture desk on Twitter
@Breeze_Culture.

EXCELLENT AMENITIES:

why lease?
/ THE BREEZE

Brand New • Three Story Townhomes •
Four Bedrooms • Four and a half Bathrooms •
Stainless Steele Appliances • Hardwood Flooring •
Walk in Closets • Private Bathrooms • All Major
Appliances Included • Full Size Washer/Dryer •
Clubhouse • Furnished/Unfurnished Options •
Covered Bus Stop • Open Parking • Cable and
Internet Included • Premium Deck Units

C A L L TO DAY F O R
YO U R N E W TO W N H O M E
AT T H E P O I N T E

540.433.2279
info@thepointeharrisonburg.com
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

“The Post” was released to theaters last Friday and is receiving top reviews from many film critics.
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More from Tom Arvis,
‘Roommates’

/ THE BREEZE

2/16/2018

See Camila Cabello online
at BreezeJMU.org

2/16/2018
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GETTING THE

DUKES

WHERE THEY NEED

DUKES SPECIAL

TO GO

$19 99

OIL CHANGE PLUS:

*36 PT INSPECTION
*TIRE ROTATION

UP TO FIVE QUARTS REG OIL ONLY,
NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

OFFERING JMU DISCOUNTS
ON ALL OTHER SERVICES

692 E. Market Street, Harrisonburg, Va
540-217-5178

540-435-1752
540-487-4057

WALK TO CAMPUS
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JMU: one for the books
From traditions to landscape, JMU’s history is bound and published

By ABBY CHURCH
The Breeze

Basic facts about JMU are drilled
into every student’s head the
moment they accept admission
— things like JMU’s colors and
that the campus is located in
Harrisonburg. However, what
some don’t know is that in the
’s and ’s, women attending
the university were required to
wear pantyhose, and that JMU
was an all-women’s college. While
these tidbits may seem trivial,
JMU alumni Hannah Berge (’)
and Joseph D’Arezzo (’) believe
the knowledge is beneficial for
students and alumni alike.
“I think the college experience
shapes people in so many ways,
and I think it’s important that
people know a little bit at least
about the school that they attend
outside of what the course load
is going to be and what teacher
they should take after looking at
Rate My Professor,” D’Arezzo said.
“There’s more richness and depth
to the educational experience,
and commemorating and learning
about our history — our shared
history as Dukes — is important.”
Berge and D’Arezzo aim to
capture the full span of the
university’s dynamic history
through their book “James
Madison University” published
with Arcadia Publishing’s Campus
History Series.
Having both grown up in
the Valley and describing the
university as their “dream school,”
Berge and D’Arezzo’s decisions
to attend JMU were natural. In
fact, purple and gold coursed
so strongly through their veins
that they came back for graduate
school and now have two degrees
each.
Two years ago, Berge and

D’Arezzo began talking about
doing a project together and got
into the subject of how much
they loved their JMU experiences.
When the pair found out Arcadia
had a Campus History Series that
included innumerable books
about colleges like Virginia Tech
and William & Mary, Berge and
D’Arezzo noticed JMU wasn’t
represented. After Berge contacted
the company about the possibility
of writing a book about JMU,
Arcadia got back to her saying they
were interested, and thus, “James
Madison University” was born.
The first course of action
was getting in contact with the
university’s library records that
students and alumni contribute
to in order to compile images for
the book. Berge and D’Arezzo
worked heavily with JMU’s Special
Collections throughout the process
and said that without them, the
book wouldn’t have been possible.
D’Arezzo describes “James
Ma d i s o n U n i v e r s i t y ” a s a
“topographical appraisal of the
school.” Each chapter opens up
with an introduction and includes
abounding pictures with captions.
Over its several chapters, “James
Madison University” discusses
the school’s architecture and how
there’s been multiple forms of
buildings on campus since JMU
first opened, such as the Bluestone
buildings and buildings on East
Campus. The book also dives into
sports and student life, including
pictures of the basketball and
tennis teams from the ’s and
information about the student
government through the years.
There’s even a section about the
original Duke Dog. During the
process of creating the book, Berge
and D’Arezzo’s goal was to show
how JMU has evolved since its days
as an all-women’s college.

MAEVE REISS / THE BREEZE

After realizing that JMU was not represented in Arcadia Publishing’s Campus History Series, D’Arezzo and Berge decided to create a book for JMU’s history. The book is currently at the JMU bookstore.
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D’Arezzo and Berge held a book signing at the JMU bookstore.

The completion of the book
didn’t come without some
challenges. Faced with an influx of
pictures documenting the Madison
experience, Berge and D’Arezzo
had a hard time figuring out which
ones to use. While Berge loved the
process, she described it as a learning
experience.
“Compiling the images and fitting
them into the layout of the book
that Arcadia provides I think was
maybe the biggest challenge for
me personally,” Berge said. “But
you know, it’s a challenge because
of all the great pictures that Special
Collections has on JMU, so it was just
trying to figure out which pictures
really represented the chapters that
we included in the book and which
ones were really going to be the most
interesting or thought-provoking.”
Since the book’s release this past
August, Berge and D’Arezzo have
received large orders and say it’s
been well-received. They even did a
book signing at the JMU bookstore,
where the book can be purchased.

D’Arezzo believes “James Madison
University” is the first of its kind,
and that while there are other JMU
history books, this one “corners
the market.” He says it’s beneficial
because it doesn’t ask too much of
the reader.
“[Arcadia is] really good at making
an accessible, small book that doesn’t
require you to be sitting down in your
favorite chair at your house to read,”
D’Arezzo said. “It’s something that
you can just make as an easy gift or
something along those lines.”
Emily Diamond, a JMU alumna
(’), was in Berge’s writing, rhetoric
and technical communication
graduate cohort. Through reading
the book, Diamond says she can tell
how passionate Berge is about JMU
and writing in general. Diamond
believes that within its pages, there’s
something for everyone.
“I had never really thought about
digging into JMU’s history with the
intent of learning more,” Diamond
said. “I thought it was really
informative, and I loved reading
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more about the time when it was like
an all-female school and it was great
to read about like their processes and
their student government.”
Through their creation of the book,
Berge learned that almost everyone
who attends the school shares the
same love for JMU. While the student
body changes, the JMU spirit remains
the same.
“Seeing it all come together
with help from other people and
just learning about the school and
seeing the types of records that were
kept or going back into even old,
old editions of The Breeze to look
through information, you can just
tell in every aspect that the people
who go to JMU and who work at JMU
and who know JMU carry the same
fondness for the school,” Berge said.
CONTACT Abby Church at
churchae@dukes.jmu.edu. For more
on the culture, arts and lifestyle
of the JMU and Harrisonburg
communities, follow the culture
desk on Twitter @Breeze_Culture.

PIZZA • PASTA • SUBS

GO DUKES!
LUNCH SPECIALS

2 Slices + 1 topping
$4.25
Steak & Cheese Combo $7.99
w/ Fries and a Drink
Garden Salad & 1 Slice $5.80
Cheese Pizza w/ Drink
Prices exclude tax | Not available on Sundays

CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK PICK UP
540-564-0105
225 Burgess Road
In the Walmart Shopping Center
Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

Sports
Editors Sammy Criscitello & Kevin Haswell
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Move on up
Track and Field’s 4x800 team qualifies for ECAC tournament
COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS

Veteran runners Madeleine McCarty and Erica Jackson (pictured) and freshman runners Madelynn Knight and Maggie Linton placed first in the 4x800 relay at the Father Diamond Invitational, clocking in at 9:20.86.
By MANDY BARTHOLOMEW
The Breeze

Madelynn Knight rounded each curve of the
track, pushing and fighting as hard as she could,
trying to pass the baton off to her teammate faster
than the next girl.
Going into the invitational, senior Madeleine
McCarty, junior Erica Jackson and freshmen
Madelynn Knight and Maggie Linton established
that they needed to average a : split time
between the four of them to qualify for the
Eastern College Athletic Conference tournament
in the x relay. On Jan. , the JMU Track and
Field team placed first in the relay at the Father
Diamond Invitational, with a time of :.,

achieving their goal.
“We just kind of encouraged each other,”
Knight said. “We told each other we could hit that
time, and I actually started, so when I handed it
off to Maggie I was confident in her ability to run
an amazing leg and get the race going well.”
Being that it was the first time this group
had run a relay together, their ability to create
a connected strategy and dynamic lineup that
would allow them to win the race led to an
improbable victory.
“I thought it was awesome,” head coach Chereé
Hicks said. “Especially coming off of a break, to be
able to qualify for ECAC’s, and just continue that
pace of running well with their competitors and
setting ECAC marks, it was awesome.”

For Knight and Linton, neither runner had
much experience running an -meter leg
since that’s not what they specialized in at the
high-school level. However, with the guidance
of their coaching staff, veterans McCarty and
Jackson brought a win home for the Dukes.
“Coach Rinker told us what order he thought
would be best,” Knight said. “I’m not normally an
 runner, so I think he wanted me to start so I
would have people to run with and I could get out
fast and hit the time.”
Linton soaked up all the knowledge possible
from her veteran teammates and attributed her
success in the x to their support and comfort.
“It was really nice to have [the upperclassmen],”
Linton said. “I never ran a x in high school,

so to have them [there] to tell us not to stress or
panic, and to just run our hearts out, they made
us feel like we were contributing to the team.”
As the team prepares for the ECAC tournament
by weightlifting and practicing the x, they
hope to knock time off their relay and place in
the next race.
“We went into the race and said we’re not
going to look back,” Linton said. “Just keep
running … [we keep our] eyes set on the goal
the whole entire time and stay focused.”
CONTACT Mandy Bartholomew at barthoml@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more track and field
coverage, follow the sports desk on Twitter
@TheBreezeSports.

The Core Four
Hometown

Position

Year

Madeleine McCarty

Virginia
Beach, Va

Sprints

Senior

Erica Jackson

Virginia
Beach, Va

Distance

Junior

Madelynn Knight

Maggie Linton

Forest, Va

West
Chester, Pa

Distance

Distance

Career Highlight
4th best 4x800
relay time in
program history
(8:58.78)

2nd best indoor
1000-meter run time
in program history
(2:49.90)

Freshman

Member of the
2017 CAA Women’s
Cross Country
Team

Freshman

Finished sixth of
15 runners at the
Navy Lid Lifter
800-meter race at
2:17.90
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SIGN EARLY
AND SAVE!
LIMITED LOW RATES AVAILABLE
JOE COFFEE BAR WITH
COMPLIMENTARY
STARBUCKS

24-HOUR JIM FITNESS
CENTER

FULLY FURNISHED

PET FRIENDLY

1191 Devon Lane | Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540.432.1001 | LiveTheHarrison.com
Amenities and offer subject to change. See office for details.
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Legacy
lives on
Zach Jacobs follows his father’s footsteps to JMU
KILEY LOVELACE / THE BREEZE

Freshman forward Zach Jacobs dunks against Delaware earlier this season. Jacobs came to JMU from Richmond, Virginia, where he led Trinity Episcopal to the VISAA Division-I state championship as a senior.
By CONNOR MCCARTHY
The Breeze

While JMU men’s basketball currently
stands at -, there’s plenty of young talent
on the roster. Among the leaders of the pack
is freshman forward Zach Jacobs. Adjusting
to Division-I college basketball is a difficult
transition for all freshmen, but there might be a
reason Jacobs is adjusting a little faster than the
others. Jacobs has had someone to show him
the ropes around JMU, as his father Chris was
formerly a standout player on the football team.
Chris Jacobs attended JMU from -,
playing safety for the football team for five
seasons. His three interceptions in a single
game mark the most by any player in program
history. This season, redshirt junior cornerback
Jimmy Moreland tied his record with three
picks against South Dakota State in the FCS
Semifinals. Chris also met his future wife
and Zach’s mother Daniela — who was also
attending JMU — while playing for the Dukes.
Director of multimedia communications
and JMU basketball broadcaster Curt Dudley
watched both Chris and Zach play for the
Dukes. Dudley has used this opportunity to
reconnect with Chris.
“I remember Chris playing in the secondary

in my early years at JMU,” Dudley said. “I didn’t
“We came to just about every homecoming
get to know him quite as much then, but by football game every year and multiple other
the way we
games during the
communicate
seasons,” Zach said.
currently with
“I was familiar with
s o c i a l m e d i a,
the campus as a
and knowing
fan, and it really
Zach was a
helped me become
legacy athlete,
comfortable with
it allowed me
everything.”
t o re c o n n e c t .
Although Zach
It’s created an
has only started
opportunity for
one game this
me and Chris to
year, he’s one of
have a stronger
only six players to
have played in all
bond.”
. In just his third
With two
collegiate game,
alumni
as
Zach was able to
parents, JMU
pu t u p d ou b l e was a constant
digit points ()
part of Zach’s life
in a JMU loss to
growing up. He
attended many
Northern Kentucky.
football games
His career high
and always felt
COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS in minutes ()
l i ke J M U wa s Chris Jacobs played for former head coach Challace McMillin. came in a doublea second home,
overtime win over
making his college selection easy when he Appalachian State on Nov. . Zach posted a
found out the Dukes were interested in him.
career-high nine rebounds in that game, giving

him five games with more than five rebounds
this year. At  feet  inches tall and  pounds,
he is a commanding force on the glass, and has
plenty of time to get even better.
Head coach Louis Rowe knows he has a
special player in Zach and wants him to have
an expanded role in JMU’s offense in the near
future. Rowe loves his size and competitiveness,
and has tried to push him to be more aggressive
in going for rebounds and taking shots. As Zach
gains more experience on the court, Rowe
hopes it will help him believe in himself more.
“He’s really talented and a great kid,” Rowe
said. “I think he’s underrated for his physicality
and toughness. I always tell people he’s a really
good rebounder outside of his space, but I want
him to be more confident in his shot. I want
him to know that I’m comfortable with his
shot.”
With two Division-I athletes in the mold,
the Jacobs family has plenty to be proud of. As
Zach continues to develop into a lethal threat
on the court, it’s safe to say the family legacy
is in good hands.
CONTACT Connor McCarthy at mccartcs@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more basketball
coverage, follow the sports desk on Twitter
@TheBreezeSports.
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Crunch-time struggles
Narrow defeats put pressure on
Dukes’ late-game performance

By PAIGE ELLENBERGER
The Breeze

One of the all-time great NBA coaches Pat
Riley once said, “You have no choice about
how you lose, but you do have a choice about
how you come back and prepare to win
again.” This mantra sums up the JMU men’s
basketball season thus far.
The Dukes are - in conference play,
but they refuse to go down without a fight.
JMU fell by seven points in an overtime loss
to William & Mary on Thursday and lost by
six points in overtime to Hofstra on Jan. .
Playing hard until the final buzzer but falling
just short has become an unfortunate pattern
for the Dukes, as they lost by one point to
Delaware last weekend.
“Those are the things that say something

about their character, which they should be
proud of,” head coach Louis Rowe said. “They
keep going out there and they keep fighting.”
Having a strong mentality when the Dukes
step onto the court is highly respected and
is reflected in the players’ performance.
Rowe recognizes that despite the Dukes’
shortcomings late in games, they’re a
mentally sound team, which is indicated by
their style of play.
“They say we’re going to go out there and
we’re going to stand up and we’re going to
defend people, we’re going to be physical —
be tough,” Rowe said. “And that’s not easy to
do, under these circumstances.”
With this positive mindset, the Dukes
understand that each player holds a vital
role on the team. Freshman guard Matt Lewis
believes this dynamic is a key concept every

player on the team must grasp to turn their
season around.
“I play every game regardless if I come
off the bench or if I’m starting,” Lewis said.
“Every game, I play the same. There’s not
really a difference.”
Lewis isn’t the only player with this belief.
When asked about freshman forward Zach
Jacobs, who received  minutes of play
when JMU’s big men were in foul trouble,
redshirt senior forward Ramone Snowden
was confident in his abilities.
“He plays hard no matter what,” Snowden
said. “He supports us and cheers on the
bench and when he comes in, he gives us
a spark.”
Despite all of the close losses, the Dukes
have been battling in practice to be able to
win games in crunch time.

“We just have that fight in us, we want
to win so badly,” Snowden said. “Each and
every game we come back and fight no
matter what.”
The fight isn’t over for the Dukes. They
still have  games left in the CAA to right
the ship.
“We just fight,” redshirt junior guard
Stuckey Mosley said. “I mean, no one wants
to give up, we don’t feel bad for ourselves,
we just keep fighting each and every day no
matter what. We’re going to come back and
practice just as hard as we usually do and
we’ll fight again when we play Elon.”
CONTACT Paige Ellenberger at ellenbps@
dukes.jmu.edu. For more basketball
coverage, follow the sports desk on Twitter
@TheBreezeSports.
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harriSonburg

Boarding
Dentistry
Intensive Care
Grooming
AND MUCH MORE!

CLASS TIMES

SundaysClasses
at 5pm
hotyogaharrisonburg.com

90 North main street, suite 101
harrisonburg, va 22802
540-433-9642 (YOGA)

10%

T
N
U
O
C
S
JMU DI
come visit us!

498-A University Blvd, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
http://myvalleyvets.com/
540-433-8387
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MADISON
MARKETPLACE
Madison Marketplace is open for business, and all text-only
listings are FREE! Post job listings, announcements, rentals
and more using our online placement tool. Ads run two weeks
online and in two print editions.

BreezeJMU.org

JOBS

Vet Kennel

Ceramic
Apprentice Needed
Wanted ceramic

helper. This is a
apprentice position
meaning no pay but fun.
You get to make,practice
decorating, painting,
glazing and firing kiln.
I’m a small beginning
artist call Mark 433-4834
9am to 3 pm. I’m near
RMH Sentara hospital.
Rides included if
needed.

GRAPHIC ARTIST /
ILLUSTRATOR
Raincrow Studios is
looking for a talented
graphic artist with
a strong focus on
illustration. Raincrow is
the creator of Covens,
an augmented reality
title chosen by Google
as a Top 10 Indie Game
of 2017. Our office is
located in downtown
Harrisonburg at The
Hub.

Medical Ward/Kennel
Attendant. 20-36 hours/
wk. Monday-Friday
2:30p-5:30p; split-shift
every other weekend
8am-12pm, 5pm7pm. Pay discussed
at interview. Requires
love of animals, eye
for details, cleanliness
and self-motivation.
Email resume along
with your availability,
or stop to fill out an
application. Valley
Veterinary Hospital, 498A University Boulevard;
valleyvets33@gmail.

SERVICES

Escapes Spa Dukes
Specials

Escapes Spa Harrisonburg - Back to
college specials!! $10
eyebrow threading, $20
gel manicure & 25% all
massages! Call 830-0483
or visit escapesspa.com

just a

Send in your
DARTS
&
PATS!
Submit at breezejmu.org

little donut shop

865 Port Republic Road, SWEET 107
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

BUY T W

GET TwW
ith th is ad

Dukes to go delivery & jac cards accepted
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SIGN AND GET

UNLIMITED
UTILITIES
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LIVE
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S IG N T O DAY

540.432.0600 | live-thehills.com

