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Closed road could be fire problem

Fire department access limited on campus

By Amy Porter
sgff writ!r

7o

A fire at Cleveland, Johnston,
Sheldon or Spotswood halls could be
difficult for local fire officials to reach,
said the Harrisonburg fire chief.

Larry Shifflett said that because road
access is limited in the area of those
halls,” the fire department would
experience unacceptable delays and
inadequate means of operating if it
responded to a call there.

The Main Street entrance to Alumnae
Drive had to be closed when the
construction of a new fine arts building
started during winter break. To continue
access to Alumnae Drive, a dirt road
was made between the parking lot of
Miller Hall and Duke Fine Arts Center
behind Cleveland Hall.

However, because some people park
illegally, fire trucks cannot pass
through the access road, Shifflett said.
To improve access to Alumnae Drive,
Shifflett had suggested that a gravel
road be built in front of Miller Hall
through the grass beside Johnston,
according to an article in the Daily
News-Record Tuesday. He suggested
that plan to alleviate the severity of the
sharp curve on Alumnae Drive near the
library, he said.

A dirt road has since been put through
there. However, illegal parking still
would prevent fire trucks from getting
1o the small curved road, Shifflett said.

If there was a fire in a building near
the construction, fire trucks could not
get as close as needed, Shifflett said.

"We would get as close as we could
and physically pull the hose the rest of

the way," he said.

The hoses are pre-connected to the
truck. If extra hose needed to be added
because the distance between the
building and the truck was too great,
filling the gaps would cause
"unacceptable delays," Shifflett said.

Two people man a truck, and one
must remain on the truck to handle the
pump control. The other worker would
have to disconnect the hose and fill the
gaps alone.

Shifflett met early this week with
acting JMU President Russell Warren
and representatives from the campus
police and buildings and grounds
departments.

"I wanted them to recognize that
access was inadequate,” Shifflett said.

He knew the potential of the problem
before construction started, he said.

"I received plans back in September
from the state office that reviews

building plans and they asked me to
comment on hydrant locations,"
Shifflett said. He wrote back to that
office -indicating that access routes
would have to be revised to prevent fire
hazards.

"The office advised me to talk to
JMU," Shifflet said.

Shifflett_said he dropped by JMU
Jan.19 and noticed the gates were set up
and the Main Street entrance (o
Alumnae Drive was closed. Also, traffic
was re-routed and the access road was
built behind Cleveland Hall.

However, Shifflett said he was not
notified of the closed entrance or the
access road beforehand.

He wrote letters and sent pictures he
took of the site to Warren and the state
fire marshall. He also sent a copy to the
governor's office. Shifflett has not
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County selects JMU senior as volunteer firefighter .
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By Cathy Care
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After denying her membership twice,
Harrisonburg Hose Co. 4 accepted senior Laura
Toso as a permanent member of the county
volunteer fire department Monday night.

The department had voted on the issue twice
during a Jan. 5 meeting. In the first vote, seven
members voted against her. In the revote, five voted
down her membership.

Since the fire company's bylaws state that five
"no" votes constitute automatic rejection, Toso
could not become a permanent member.

Of about 40 members, four voted against her
membership at the department's meeting Monday.

"Naturally, I'm happy they decided what they did,"
Toso said Tuesday. She admitted, however, that she
was worried before the meeting. "When I went up
there I really wasn't sure how it would turn out and I
was apprehensive about iL.

"They really proved that they may have made a
mistake and they were trying to rectify the situation
— make amends," she said.

Toso believes the four members who voted
against her membership might have done so for one

of several reasons, she said. They might have voted
the membership down because they do not know
her, because she is a JMU student or because she is
a female, she said. :

In the past, two other females have worked with
Harrisonburg Hose Co. 4. But now Toso is the
only female volunteer.

She was a probationary member of the fire
department for three months last semester. After she
was denied membership in January, the department
put her on probation for another month.

During the past four months, she has bzen one of
the top 15 members answering fire calls. She also
has worked for the Harrisonburg Rescue Squad as an
emergency medical technician for three-and-a-half
years.

A public health major, Toso is enrolled in a
firefighter class at Massanutten Vocational
Technical Center. She also has worked as a JMU
campus cadet. ;

Toso said although the title of permanent member
is basically a courtesy title, "It's a privilege to have
the title because they [department members) are
selective.’,
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recerved a reply from MU

Shifflent has talked with the state fire
marshall, who is expected w0 discuss the
matter with JMU's buildings and
grounds deparument. If the problem is
not alleviated thea, a harsher course of
action will be taken, Shifflen said. He
did not comment on what that could be.

Compietely restricting parking on
Alumnae Drive would resoive the fire
hazard, Shifflett said. However, the
Harrisonburg Fire Department has no
direct control of the fire code violations,

In the past two days, parkmg has
been controiled more, but Shiffles sud
he thinks that will be temporary
because of the recent publicity about
the probiem.

Campus police have requested that
peopie continue W cbserve and support
parking regulations, especially those
addressed toward mantaming access 0
and from campus parking lots and
streets.
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The main bemefit of bemng 2
permanent member s that she can run
any cul that she chooses 10 run. Sirict
requir=ments and special quos do not
exisi for members.

Toso first became interested
firefighting as a chuld because her father
s 2 volunteer fircfighter When she was
a jumor n high school, Toso founded a
rescue coros in Hamison, NUY

Last year, she attended a structured
fire drill with the local rescue squad.
She told one of the firefighters she
would like to wry frefighting. He
replied, "Put 2 pack on. Come and ry
it.” she said She did and hiked it

Toso then jomed the city's fire
department, Co. 1. She laier switched
o the county department because it
runs more calls than the city department
and she wanted the exira expenence.

S

» have literally hundreds of tems to print with your club, dorm or organization’s
messages. From shimmeis 1o shirts... from bottie huggers to frisbees. . from
safin 1o sweats.__ to use, or 3s dynamite money raising premiums.

The SMART MOVE!

PREPARATION FOR:

CAT - DAT -GRE

Now enrolling for winter classes
1928 Arlington Bivd. Suite 200
804-979-3001

He may not look like every-
body's idea of a cancer specialist
But there's strong evidence

that your greengrocer has_
access to cancer protection you
won't find in any doctor’s office

AMERICAN
)

PREGNANT?

Free Confidential Help
and collectible Free pfegnancy Test

IRTHRIGHT
434-0003

1010 S.. Main- Street
433-9287

70 W. Water St.,, Harrisonburg, VA
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ATTENTION
JUNIORS AND SENIORS

with an
English Major
and a 3.25 GPA
You are invited to apply for membersip in

Sigma Taw Delta

(National English Honer Society)
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Dead!inq for application is Feb.10

for more into
Call Dr. Jean Cash X6134 or Mary Carol Donald X5861
(or come by Keezell Mall 220)





































































