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Charges Dropped
Bond Set in Alleged Rape Case
Outpouring of Support Defends Suspect’s Character
Against Two Students

Junior Football Player Markus Hunter and
Sophomore Connor Long Were Charged With
Felonious Assault and Malicious Wounding
By FORD PRIOR
The Breeze

All charges from a fight involving
at least three JMU students were dismissed Wednesday in Rockingham
County District Court after a closeddoor agreement between prosecutors
and defense attorneys.
Counts of felonious assault and
malicious wounding by mob were
dropped for junior Markus W. Hunter,
, of High Point, N.C., and sophomore
Connor Long, , of Newtown, Penn.
In exchange, they agreed to split restitution and the victim’s medical bills.
“I feel like all this was just a big
misunderstanding,” said Hunter, a tailback currently suspended from JMU’s
football team. “What they charged us
with was really ridiculous… We were
just defending ourselves.”
Another JMU student, Colin FitzMaurice, , of Newtown, Penn., was
cleared of charges of felonious assault
and malicious wounding by mob Oct.
.
However, according to Anthony Bailey, assistant Commonwealth attorney,
both parties agreed to share the blame
for the Sept.  fight outside the Exxon
on Port Republic Road.
“The thing that I would say is that
this is a perfect example of a situation where both the parties had some
responsibility in the situation escalating,” Bailey said. The prosecution and
defense “felt that they all had a role in
escalating what was a mere verbal conflict into a physical altercation where

someone was seriously injured.”
While Bailey planned to reduce
Long’s and Hunter’s felony charges
to misdemeanor assault and battery,
he sought to press new felony charges
against an alleged fourth JMU student
involved. This was not pursued since
the other charges were dropped.

“I feel like all this
was just a big
misunderstanding.”

The -year-old man charged with
several crimes in an alleged on-campus sexual assault was released from jail
Tuesday morning on a $, bond.
Travis James Mick, of Yorktown, was
granted the bond Monday in Rockingham County Circuit Court. He was
previously denied bond twice. He had
been held in jail since his arrest in the
early morning of Oct.  on charges of
object sexual penetration, trespassing
and resisting arrest. Charges of rape
and sodomy were filed Nov. .
Friends and family testified Monday

afternoon that Mick would not have
committed such crimes, according to
a Tuesday article in the Daily NewsRecord.
A Yorktown neighbor, Allison Jordan, said she’s known Mick for about
five years and he took her son under
his wing.
“He’s been a mentor for my child,”
she told Judge T.J. Wilson, according to
the DN-R. “He’s really protected him.”
The alleged victim had been walking down South Main Street on Oct. ,
according to prosecutors, when Mick

Travis James
Mick, of
Yorktown, has
five charges
relating to an
on-campus
incident in
Wampler Hall.

approached her. Prosecutors said the
two went to her dorm, Wampler Hall,
because the victim wanted to be in a
familiar place. There, Mick allegedly

see BOND, page 4

‘End of Fall’ Photo Contest Winner

KATIE BAROODY

sophomore music industry and SMAD major

‘Wilson in the Fall’

— MARKUS HUNTER
junior

“I think truthfully the reason all of
us reached the agreement, is that none
of us really know if they were guilty,”
Bailey said.
Dave Parker, Long’s attorney,
was not surprised by the dropped
charges.
“I was expecting it, because I knew
the facts of the case so much, but it’s
always a good result when justice is
done,” Parker said.
After a season of suspension from
all football-related activities, Hunter
hopes to return to the team.
“I’m excited to get back to playing
football, hopefully, if the coach lets me
come back,” he said.
Football coach Mickey Matthews
would not comment when notified of
the conclusion.

Don’t Leave Just Yet:
Festival to Host HN
Vaccinations Friday

The University Health Clinic will offer
the HNI vaccination Friday from 
a.m. to  p.m at the Festival Highlands
Room.
The vaccine was originally scheduled for Nov. , but vaccines were not
available to the UHC. However, Intravene Travel Clinic, based in Lynchburg,
received a shipment of the vaccine
Monday and will bring , vaccines
to JMU.
The vaccine costs $. and is payable by cash, credit card or check. It is
available to students, staff, faculty and
family members over the age of .
Ann Simmons, UHC coordinator of
marketing and programming, believes
that even though the clinic falls on the
Friday when students return home for
Thanksgiving break, there will be a fair
number of participants.
“There has been a short supply everywhere,” she said in regards to the amount
of vaccines available.
It takes up to three weeks to build
up the immunity against HN. Side
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effects of the vaccination include soreness, redness or swelling where the shot
was given, fainting, headache, muscle
aches, fever and nausea. If these problems occur, they usually begin soon after
the shot and last one to two days.
Life-threatening allergic reactions to
vaccines are rare, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
If they do occur, it is usually within a few
minutes to a few hours after the shot is
given.
Intravene will return to campus Dec.
 for another vaccination clinic, provided that the vaccination is available.
— staff reports

Prepare to Enter the MADhouse
JMU Expecting Consistent
Fan Base at Basketball Games

Then-junior guard Pierre
Curtis (white jersey)
is mobbed by crazed
students following the
basketball team’s upset
over George Mason
in February. The win
ended a 10-game losing
streak to the Patriots
and brought new life to
the Convocation Center.
In October, students
voted the ‘MADhouse’
as the new name of the
student section.

By JAMES GWINN
contributing writer

Duke has the Cameron Crazies, Pittsburgh has
the Oakland Zoo, Michigan State has the Izzone,
and now JMU joins with the naming of its student
section at basketball games — the MADhouse.
An e-mail was sent out to the student body Oct.
 asking it to vote on which of the four choices
they thought would best represent the students.
“We got the suggestions for the names from our
Facebook group, the JMU Dukes fan page,” said
Alyssa Gerlando, director of athletics marketing.
The athletics marketing staff then compiled a
list of names and narrowed the list down to four:
the MADhouse, the Cage, the Purple Pulse and
the Dukes’ Den.
The survey’s results, from first to last place
were: the MADhouse, the Cage, the Dukes’ Den
and the Purple Pulse. The MADhouse won by a

ROBERT BOAG/file photo

significant margin, though exact figures were not
released.
A tagline has also been added to the title —
“Where the th Man Lives.”
“There is going to be a lot of advertising to
make students knowledgeable about this,” Gerlando said. Advertising plans include Facebook,

JMUSports.com, e-mail, dining hall table tents
and flyers.
In past years, students could sit behind one of
the baskets or in the  level sections of the Convocation Center across from the scorer’s table.
see CONVO, page 8
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Police Log

new furniture
package
coming soon
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Larceny

On Saturday, a JMU student reported theft of a $750 specialized 24-speed Rockhopper bicycle secured to a
Spotswood Hall bike rack.
On Nov. 12, a JMU student reported theft of a $300 BlackBerry Curve and $20 in cash left unattended on
an East Campus Dining Hall table.
On Sunday, a JMU student reported theft of a $200 12-speed trek bicycle secured to a chain at Phillips
Center.
On Nov. 11, a JMU student reported theft of a JACard which had fallen from the victim’s pocket.
On Friday, a JMU employee reported theft of 12 toilet paper rolls and $60 in damage to a dispenser in Maury
Hall.
On Nov. 11, a JMU student reported theft of an unknown quantity of toilet paper from first floor restrooms in
McGraw-Long Hall.

Property Damage

On Saturday, a JMU student reported $1,055 in damage to walls, chairs and a desk in a Garber Hall study
lounge.
On Sunday, police arrested a nonstudent and a JMU student, who also received two judicial referrals, for
four alleged counts of entering or setting in motion a vehicle, property damage, attempt or destruction of
property, and theft at White Hall.

Alcohol & Drugs

On Monday, police arrested a JMU student, who also received a judicial referral, for alleged marijuana
possession at Eagle Hall.
On Sunday, police arrested a JMU student, who also receieved a judicial referral, for alleged public
drunkenness in the Athletics lot.
On Saturday, police arrested a JMU student, who also received a judicial referral, for alleged public
drunkenness near the Bookstore.

new furniture package
with leather-style sofas
for fall 2010

COME TO JIFFY LUBE FOR
YOUR NEXT OIL CHANGE.

$5 OFF

Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change
(with JAC card)
Bring in this coupon and get $5.00 off your next oil change at your nearest participating Jiffy Lube.
Come in every 3,000 miles for a Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change.
*This coupon is only redeemable at the Jiffy Lube at 1870 East Market St. Harrisonburg, VA

Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change

- No Appointment necessary.
- Free top off on your way home*
- National database keeps a
history of your Jiffy Lube services.

all-inclusive student living
private bedrooms & bathrooms

$34.99
- $5.00
$29.99 (with JAC card)

Not valid with other offers. Jiffy Lube Signature Service®
is a registered trademark of Jiffy Lube International, Inc.
© 2009 All Rights reserved.

1870 East Market Street
across from Valley Mall

Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(540) 433-8599

540.432.0600 | 1070 LOIS LN | TEXT SOUTHVIEW TO 47464

southviewjm.com
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Two Students
Assaulted,
Hospitalized
Two JMU students were assaulted
Nov. 7 by three men who fled before
police arrived. JMU Police sent a “Timely Notice” e-mail Tuesday morning, 10
days after the incident.
Between 11 p.m. and 11:48 p.m. when
police were called, three black men
wearing red shirts allegedly assaulted
two victims in the 1800 block of Putter
Court in Stone Gate. The victims’ names
are not being released for their safety,
along with the name of a witness.
One JMU junior, who witnessed the
incident, said she and her friend were
walking to the bus stop when the three
men were calling things out to the
women. She said one man threw a beer
can at her friend, slapped her and she
fell to the ground unconscious.
The witness said her boyfriend was
behind the two women, and when he
ran up to them, one of the men repeatedly punched him in the face. She
said he was knocked unconscious and
thrown to the ground.
Police were called, but the suspects
left on foot before police arrived. Both
victims were taken to Rockingham
Memorial Hospital with non life-threatening injuries. The woman was released
after a few hours and the male victim
stayed overnight, according to the
witness.
JMU Police Chief Lee Shifflett said
campus police did not know about the
incident until Monday evening when
a parent reported it to them. Tuesday morning, police sent the “Timely
Notice” e-mail following the Clery
Act, which requires universities to give
notice of possible threats on or near
campuses.
Since the incident was originally
reported to the Harrisonburg Police
Department, Shifflett said JMU’s force
did not know about it. Campus police
are not investigating further but are
asking anyone with information to call
(540) 568-6911.
“Maybe someone observed something that night, maybe someone got a
tag number,” Shifflett said.
— staff reports
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un drap ed
the nude model

By Caitlin Hawes | contributing writer

Nude modeling is an odd job many JMU students wouldn’t

consider. In art classes such as figure drawing, male and female nude
models are employed for the class to draw in a professional manner.
“I’m generally OK with my body image, ” said Jimmy Hauver, a freshman physics major who works as a nude model. “I wanted to have it
under my belt to say I did it.”
While nude modeling might invoke some “bragging rights,” Hauver
said the worst part of the job was standing in one position for so long.
Every time he held a position for a long time, his body would become
stiff and the next day he would wake up feeling sore. Because of the
physical strain, he tried not to model too often. An added incentive for
Hauver to model is being paid $12.50 per hour.
The most interesting part of modeling, Hauver said, was to see
everyone’s paintings afterwards. He was interested to see the different
emphasis that students put on different parts of his body. He has never
asked for copies of students paintings and drawings, but said that he
would like some.
Hauver added that most students were “fairly comfortable” drawing
him, but sometimes it could get embarassing.
see nude, page 4
graphic by Kelly Lonergan/The Breeze

SGA Debates Funding as a Show of Support
By Ryan F. Platt
The Breeze

Does giving money to an organization mean SGA supports the
organization’s intentions?
That’s what senators debated during
Tuesday’s meeting when JMU’s Relay
for Life members asked for a grant for
a letter-writing campaign. SGA distributes special program grants, which
help organizations fund events that
benefit the campus. Events include the

Breakdance Club’s “Circles 11” and the
Latino Student Alliance’s “Celebración
Latina.”
The total request from Relay for Life
representatives was about $5,000 and
would go mostly toward food, entertainment needs such as lighting and a
sound system, advertising and T-shirts.
However, the senate was concerned
with approximately $300 that would
go to a letter-writing program, which
was ultimately approved.
The Relay for Life members want

students to send 1,000 letters to Virginia state representatives in an attempt
to pass legislation removing tobacco
products from campus convenience
stores. Currently, tobacco products
are available at Mr. Chips and Jemmy’s
Corner Market in East Campus Dining
Hall.
Senators immediately disagreed
whether the additional funds should
be provided in the grant, and a
motion was pushed to have the $300
removed.

Sen. Lauren Waldt strongly opposed
providing funds for the letter-writing
campaign, arguing that such support
coming from the SGA could also show
anti-tobacco sentiment from them.
“It is people’s choice to smoke or
not,” Waldt said. “It’s not our place to
remove that right.”
Taking away tobacco products from
convenience stores around campus could deprive campus residents

Exhibiting
Construction Noise Yields Apology From JMU
Green
Lifestyles
By Amanda Caskey
The Breeze

By Amber Logsdon
contributing writer

As awareness grows about environmental conservation efforts, so does
community involvement in improving
the environment — including efforts in
classes.
Students in the Environmental
Design class experience first hand
what it takes to develop new, sustainable landscapes in sections of campus.
In Environmental Rhetoric, advertising campaigns are developed to show
environmentally damaging practices
used in daily life and solutions to these
issues.
Tuesday, the final outcomes of these
projects were put on display in an exhibition by the Institute of Visual Studies,
located in Roop Hall. Ten projects were
presented: four advertising campaigns
and six sustainable landscapes.
There were plenty of incentives for
the groups to do their best on these
projects.
see IVS, page 4

Construction has already started on
the Bridgeforth Stadium expansion,
and while some students who live in
residence halls nearby might not understand the schedule, JMU has apologized
for any inconvenience.
A letter posted Thursday on the JMU
Web site issues an apology to “students
and community members who have
been affected by noise [and] parking
and transportation disturbances.” It
was signed by Jeff Bourne, director of
intercollegiate athletics, and Maggie
Burkhart Evans, director of residence
life.
Construction is supposed to start
hours after the last home football game
against Towson Saturday, but preliminary construction to relocate a sewer
line has already started. The letter
apologized for the noise and sidewalk
accessibility issues the “early demolition” creates.
Construction is expected to continue
during final exams week, which could
cause problems for students living near
the stadium as they prepare and study.
Freshman Becca Melnick, an Eagle
Hall resident, already has concerns
about the coming weeks. Since her
room faces away from the construction, she hasn’t had as many problems

nathan carden/ contributing photographer

Construction to relocate a sewer line by Bridgeforth Stadium has already begun.
as other residents, but it has been a
disruption.
“I think that it does put us at a slight
disadvantage for finals, especially
because our study room directly faces
the stadium and parking lot where the
construction will be taking place,” Melnick said.
However, another Eagle Hall resident, freshman Jessica Levy, does not

Pub Owners
Ask
First,
Then
Enter
Indicted
The owners of The Pub were indicted Monday by a Rockingham County
grand jury on 12 charges each.
William R. Royer and Terri Lynn Life
are each charged with three felony
charges of embezzlement, one misdemeanor of money laundering and eight
misdemeanors of failure to pay the Harrisonburg meals tax.
If convicted, they could each spend
years in prison.
— staff reports

By Katie Thisdell
The Breeze

The Office of Residence Life continues to advocate safety in residence halls,
and staff are encouraging students to do
the same.
After creating a video for a GCOM
class showing how easy it can be to enter
residence halls, freshman Tyler Colwell
was asked to meet with a staff member
from ORL. He met with Brian Keilson,
Bluestone area director for the Office of
Residential Life, on Monday to discuss
his concerns about safety.
“He said our intentions were pure,

and that we had, you know, a good idea,
and if anything, we should continue to
advocate for dorm security and safety,”
Colwell said.
Keilson said ORL always wants input
from students.
“The ways they do it may vary, and we
may not necessarily agree with it,” Keilson said, “but the feedback is important
to us in terms of what they want to see
to improve their residence hall security because that’s their home for nine
months.”
Keilson said he would not have made
see dorms, page 4

think the noise will be a problem.
“As long as they don’t do construction
through the night, I don’t care,” Levy
said. “Honestly, the sidewalk cleaning
at 7 a.m. bothers me more.”
The letter claims most work will not
begin until 7 a.m. to “allow our students
living in the area a measure of quiet
when preparing for their days.” Earplugs are being distributed to anyone

see sga, page 4

who would like a pair.
Many have questioned the scheduling of the construction, including JMU’s
Faculty Senate. Members passed a proposal Nov. 7 addressing the construction
issue for the administration, saying the
Office of Academic Affairs should be
consulted before major demolition or
construction projects.
“Finals is the week before we all
leave for a month so I do not see why
they couldn’t have pushed back the
schedule until we were already gone,”
Melnick said.
Others believe the construction
will not have a negative effect on their
studying and living habits.
“I’m not too concerned with the
noise disrupting class or my studying
because the only time I am ever over to
Showker [Hall] is during class,” sophomore Nick Daly said. “I usually study in
my room [or in] the library.”
The first phase of construction,
expected to continue over the next nine
months, will increase seating, lighting
and accessibility in the stadium.
The letter stresses the importance of
sacrifice during the project.
“It’s hard to appease everyone’s
needs when a project the size of building a new stadium gets underway,” Daly
said. “I am extremely excited for them
to just start already. I can’t wait to see
the new stadium.”

VT Student Still Missing
Missing Virginia Tech student
Morgan Harrington was last seen
hitchhiking on the Copeley Road
Bridge at the University of Virginia,
according to police.
“After the 9:30 [p.m.] time frame,
we can’t seem to establish any
other sightings of her,” said Corinne
Geller, spokeswoman for the Virginia State Police.
Police also said Harrington was
wearing a Swarovski crystal necklace when she disappeared Oct. 17
after a Metallica concert at the John
Paul Jones Arena.
Harrington might have received

a ride or approached someone to
borrow a cell phone, Geller said,
and more than witness saw her trying to get a ride.
Police reviewed witness reports
and are now asking any one who
was on or near the Copeley Road
Bridge or might have seen a woman
hitchhiking to call (434) 352-3467.
The police are also looking for
people who might have let Harrington use their cell phone that
night.
— staff reports
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nude | ‘Unspoken’ Understanding to Just Work

ivs | Semester Projects

from page 3

from page 3

“It was awkward if I ever made
eye contact, because they’re
looking at your body, and then
you look at their eyes, and you’re
standing there naked,” he said.
He said he would be uncomfortable if the class was
uncomfortable, but since they
were OK, he is too.
“I guess some people have
these initial giggles, but I just
saw it as work,” said Gwendolyn
Garrett, a sophomore art and
English major who has taken the
figure drawing class.
She attributed those giggles to
nervousness and said that most

people were mature. Because
she had taken classes with nude
models before, they did not faze
her.
“There’s always that person
who’s first question is ‘How big
was his [genitalia]’, ” she said,
but added that her parents and
most of her friends were fine
with the idea of her drawing
nude models.
However, Garrett said there
was an “unspoken” understanding that they were only there to
work and not to have “in depth
conversation” with the models.
Drawing nude models gives
a “basic understanding of form
and how to capture something

in front of you that’s moving and breathing,” she said. It
also taught her the correct way
to draw a body’s bends and
curves.
For Garrett, drawing males
was more difficult because they
tended to be more angular. Models held various poses depending
on how long they were working;
they did more strenuous poses
for shorter times, usually bending their bodies or standing with
an arm out.
“Drawing the human form is
an important part of the artistic development because it’s the
hardest thing to master,” said
Cole Welter, an art professor who

teaches a figure drawing class.
He said that “undraped models” had been in use ever since
the School of Art and Art History became a major department.
Models in general had been
used in art classes since the
school opened in 1909.
Welter said drawing undraped
models gives students the “confidence and ability to translate
those skills to other areas.”
He compared the question of
initial student nervousness to
that of medical students about
to take an anatomy course: The
students were professional and
serious about their study.

dorms | Prof: Overall Presentation Persuasive
from page 3

such a video and thinks giving
ORL feedback would have been
more direct.
Colwell and four classmates
created the video for their persuasive speech project. He said
everyone he’s talked to about
the project has been supportive,
including his communications

professor, Alison Fisher.
Fisher said overall, the group’s
30-minute presentation was very
persuasive and fulfilled the project requirements.
She said videos or anything
with a visual aspect can add to
a persuasive tone, but this project, with supporting evidence on
dorm safety issues at other campuses and ways to improve, was

n2 hair

better taken as a whole.
“On its own, I was not that
thrilled about” the video, she
said.
She wishes the students had
focused more on the “piggy backing” to make their point.
“Tyler was so nice and charming but so is everyone,” Fisher
said. “No one that asks to be let
in is scary.”

Letting people into dorms
without asking who they are
is a natural response, Colwell
explained, because students are
so trusting, but they still need to
learn better habits.
“No matter what, there’s always
going to be some type of security
issue,” Colwell said. “Until the
stuff happens to you, that’s when
you’re wary about it.”

bond | Set at $75,000
from front

611 W Market St

540 434-4844 $7
HAIR
W E A C C E P T F L E X CUTS

8 Bedroom House for Rent in
2010-2011
3 Baths
2 Kitchens
Pets Permitted

336 Old S. High St.
For Info Call:
(540) 810-3632

sexually assaulted her.
After he passed out or fell
asleep, she notified friends and
RAs, who could not remove
him from the room. Police were
called and Mick resisted arrest,
according to prosecutors.
Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Cristabel Opp said
Mick’s friends might not know
everything about him.
“It’s a side these witnesses
are not familiar with,” Opp told
the court.
Mick’s attorney, Jonathan
Shapiro, of Fairfax, tried to
poke holes in the prosecution’s case, the DN-R reported.
He said the woman did not
immediately report the rape,
did not undergo a rape examination and took Mick to her
room instead of directly to the

staffed resident adviser office.
Shapiro said a witness told
police that the suspect and
woman were seen walking
together and it appeared “she
was hanging all over him,” the
DN-R reported.
Shapiro said bond was
appropriate.
“He is tied to his community
as anyone possibly could be,”
Shapiro told the judge, adding that his family and friends
will make sure he follows the
court’s instructions, according
to the DN-R.
“They’re going to be watching him like a hawk.”
Mick is scheduled to appear
in Rockingham County General District Court at 2 p.m.
Dec. 3.

sga | Three Grants Pass
from page 3

who have difficulty getting off
campus to purchase such products, she contended. Although
smoking may be unhealthy, SGA
shouldn’t limit students’ choice
to smoke, Waldt said.
However, Sen. Adam Hall
argued that the intentions of
the Relay for Life program was
to prevent cancer and raise cancer awareness, and that the letter
writing campaign was merely a
method of voicing such concepts
and taking action.
Senators against the funding
said it was not in the SGA’s best

interest to show support of such
a controversial topic, like making tobacco less available on
campus.
The general opinion from
those opposed was that when
it came to students’ rights, they
should not intervene.
Ultimately, the 20-some-minute debate resulted in the grant
being passed in its entirety,
including the money allocated
to the letter-writing program.
The Breakdance Club received
$5,000, and Latino Student Alliance received $6,125 and Relay
for Life received $4998.

— staff reports

Westport Village – Just steps from
Devon Lane, these 4 bedroom, 3 full
bathroom apartments boast 2 levels,
all appliances, 2 living rooms,
washer/dryer, and central Heat/AC.
Water included in rent! Only
$375/person! Available August 2010!

501 South High Street – Walk to
Memorial Hall! This 14 bedroom, 4
bathroom house can be rented as a
whole, or divided into three
completely separate apartments
with separate kitchens and
bathrooms! Large rooms, hardwood
floors, and Internet INCLUDED!
Across street from Greenberry’s!
MUST SEE!

116 North High Street – Walk to
downtown! This 4 bedroom, 2
bathroom house has hardwood
floors throughout, large bedrooms,
extra living space, and storage
areas. Off-street parking behind
the house! Only $350/person!
Available August 5, 2010!

“We are hoping that we could
show them to people in the university that could make these
ideas a reality,” graphic design
professor Dawn Hachenski said
In the landscaping projects,
groups chose from three areas
from campus which Facilities
Management specified.
Each exhibit for the Environmental Design projects
included elements created during the semester-long process,
like blueprints, computer renderings of the final project and
rough sketches of their plots.
One group created a possible
‘Night Garden’ for Memorial
Hall and included models of a
vertical garden combined with a
bench, along with ideas for solar
panels and LED lights.
Courtney Simon, a senior
interior design major, explained
that she and fellow student
Jackie Proffitt each designed
preliminary models.
“It was a challenge to see how
we would incorporate them
both,” Simon said. “We put the
thought processes together and
it turned into the vertical garden
bench.”
Other groups focused more
on the plants rather than architecture. A design for Bruce
Street’s vacant lot, called “Unity”,
was designed by Kendall Meyer

and Morgan Reitz, both junior
interior design majors, and Jana
Burtner, a senior graphic design
major.
“We went around and asked
the people that lived around
Bruce Street what they would
want,” Meyer said. “They all said
that they would like some sort of
community garden, where they
could get what they needed and
gather with their families.”
Their design incorporated
a large garden, including four
types of herbs, like thyme and
oregano. In order to attract wildlife, they planned to include
butterfly bushes and black-eyed
Susans.
Sophomore Laura Rainville
worked on one of the advertising campaigns called ‘Madison
Entwined.’
“We wanted to show how all
of our actions and behaviors are
interconnected with the environment,” Rainville said.
She focused on how university waste is not conducive with
wildlife.
“The wax paper cups from
Dukes, for example, don’t really break down because of all the
wax,” Rainville said. “It kind of
just sits there.”
With all of these ideas being
made by the students, perhaps
it will be them who will lead the
way in improving the environment in the future.

314 Old South High Street – Walk
to memorial Hall or downtown! This
3 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom house has
hardwood floors on the main level
with 3 large bedrooms and a large
bathroom upstairs. Washer/dryer!
Only $300/person! Flexible
availability for 2010!

308 Old South High Street – Walk to
Memorial Hall or downtown! This 5
bedroom, 2 bathroom house has all
appliances, washer/dryer, and a LARGE
back deck area! GREAT DEAL! Only
$275/person! Available August 5, 2010!

250 West Water Street – Located down the
street from Memorial Hall, this 5 bedroom, 2
bathroom house has 2 kitchens, large
bedrooms, and a large backyard area.
Off-street parking is also available! Only
$300/person! Available July 5, 2010!

Hunters Ridge Townhouses
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
with central Heat/AC, all
appliances, and washer/dryer!
Furnished! Only $200/person!
Flexible Availability!

College Station – 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom townhouses on three levels!
Central Heat/AC, all appliances, washer/dryer. Fully
OR partially furnished! Only
$225/person!
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EDITORIAL

Timely Notice?

    — that’s how quickly JMU Police
& Public Safety notified students of an off-campus assault and
battery. Thanks to a parent’s tip, students now know that three
men, who allegedly beat up one male and one female student
Nov. , are still at large.
JMU Police should have someone in constant contact with
its city counterpart to respond to incidents like the one in
Stone Gate. Of course, the city should have the wherewithal
to notify JMU so students will be rightfully informed of such
incidents.
Both forces must establish a system of cooperation and
synch their efforts to protect and inform students. Ten days is
nowhere near timely.

Thank You

    increasing, JMU created
the Madison For Keeps program, a fundraising initiative that
provides emergency aid to students in need. Due to financial crises, many students are on the verge of dropping out of
school. More than , alumni, employees and friends of the
university have contributed donations to the program to keep
financial-risk students in school.
As of Wednesday the program raised $, and helped
 students. We’d like to see all students in need of financial
assistance return to the university after holiday break, and
through the donations to Madison For Keeps, most will be
able to do so.
We applaud the generosity of those involved, as well as
JMU’s quick action in a time of need.
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A “just-because-you-left-it-

at-my-house-does-NOT-meanyou-get-an-invite-back” dart to

the biddy who left her earrings in
my room.
From a boy who knows he’s hot.
A “we-know-you-still-live-here”
dart to our now silent roommate
who won’t speak to us anymore for
reasons unknown.
From someone who knows you
see her everyday, and doesn’t care
for being ignored.
A “you’re-a-jerk” pat to myself
for finally learning the jerk dance
and footwork after all this time.
From a determined sophomore
who has no rhythm.
A “we-don’t-have-to-hideour-faces-anymore!” pat to all

Washington Redskins fans.
From a Skins fan that is once
again comfortable wearing his
jersey in public.

A “you-make-my-dreams-cometrue” pat to JMU for being so great,
I’m not even that excited about
Thanksgiving break.
From a student who can’t wait
to come back for exam week.
A “did-it-hurt-when-youfell-from-heaven?” pat to the

graceful girl who tumbled down
the concrete steps by Top Dog and
asked everyone else if they were
OK when she reached the bottom.
From an OK guy who hopes to
catch her the next time she falls.

editorial
policies

A “nom-nom-nom” dart to the
boy who thinks he coined that
phrase...or noise.
From two girls who have nom
nom-ed since the day they were
born.
A “will-you-go-to-the-MelroseDance-with-me?” pat to the girl
who hits my eye like a big pizza
pie, makes espresso shots taste
sweeter, always shares her joyful
Christmas spirit and stays at TDU
long enough to change its name to
NDU.
From a not-so-secret admirer.

An “I-wish-there-was-a-WTFbutton-on-Facebook” dart to the
people who insist on making their
statuses contain either whiny song
lyrics or some sentiment about
how much they lovvvvvvvvveee
and misssssss their significant
other.
From someone who thinks you
should cheer up, Skype your bf/gf
and stop trying to convince us that
your life is that dramatic.
A “you’re-a-mean-one”
dart to those grinches who are
complaining about the Christmas
music on the commons.
From a girl who believes you
can have Christmas spirit yearround.
A “you-make-my-day-sunnyside-up” pat to the D-Hall

breakfast employees.
From a student whose omelettes
taste even better when served with
a smile.

CAMERON CLARKE

|

contributing writer

A More Appropriate Protest
The Nov.  issue of The Breeze bore
an interesting front page article. The
article reported on the candlelight
vigil held for John Allen Muhammad,
the “Beltway Sniper” who killed 
people and injured several others in
a murderous spree in Northern Virginia. As a Northern Virginia native,
the series of murders he committed
hit close to home, and I shudder when
I think of the families he affected and
the lives he changed.
While I respect and stand behind
the protestors’ rights to gather outside the courthouse and hold a vigil
as Muhammad was executed, I feel
this is a poor way to protest the use of
capital punishment in America. Lighting candles and mourning a man who
killed  people in our fair state seems
somewhat backwards to me. This is
especially true when the involved parties are opposed to the death penalty
on the grounds that our government
should not condone violence by putting people to death. So how can a
group protest killing by mourning a
killer? It seems contradictory.
Allow me to compare this method
of protest to an unrelated situation.
And bear with me, because this may
sound absurd at first. Let us say that
I am a bloodthirsty, evil tyrant. I have
committed many crimes against

JOHN SCOTT

|

humanity, and upon being captured,
the international community agrees
my punishment should fit my crimes.
After multiple appeals for mercy, it is
still determined that it would be best
for the world if I were beaten, tortured
and killed, just as I did to my victims.

How can a group mourn
the victims of a killing
spree and the killer himself
in the same vein?

It is easy to see how some people
could believe this is justified, and
could point to my crimes as the justification for my punishment. However,
I can also understand how many people around the world could view this
as cruel, unusual and unnecessary
punishment. In this case, it seems
some protests are easily expected.
But doesn’t the following scenario
then seem strange? As I am tortured
and killed, a group of people holds a
vigil, mourning my death, just outside

my place of execution. These people
claim to stand on the side of love and
mourn my death as a means of protesting the vile way in which I was
executed.
I get the point. Many people believe
the death penalty is cruel and unusual, and that lethal injection should be
outlawed. But this is the wrong way
to protest it. The idea is to protest our
government’s support of killing. But in
protesting this way, are we not backing a killer?
I also understand that the group
mourns Muhammad’s victims as
well, and I’m fully in favor of this. But
this strikes me as odd also. How can
a group mourn the victims of a killing spree and the killer himself in the
same vein?
Instead of mourning a killer’s
death, those opposing the death penalty must take a better route. Perhaps
instead of holding a candlelit vigil
outside the courthouse (despite their
constitutional right to do so), and
thus appearing to back a ruthless killer, opponents of capital punishment
should appeal to their leaders to find
a better way to punish criminals like
Muhammad.
Cameron Clarke is a freshman theatre

major.

don’t tread on me

Consequences of Ads Ban
Considering the number of columns
this publication has dedicated to the
First Amendment and alcohol responsibility, I felt compelled to comment on
the Nov.  Breeze article entitled “Alcohol Ads Ban is Appealed.”
First, it is naïve to assume an alcohol
distributor will completely abandon
its attempts to advertise to college students. Any student, under or over the
age of , can
obtain a copy
of the D aily
News-Record in
Carrier Library,
where the printing of alcohol
ads is permitted. Also, don’t
forget the high
number of
radio, television and Internet ads full of
alcohol advertisements, easily accessible by any student.
David Clementson, spokesman for
the Virginia Attorney General’s Office
defiantly stood by the Alcohol Beverage Control Board’s reasoning for the
ban, concluding in the Nov.  Breeze
article that the “elimination of [alcohol]
advertising will contribute to the effort
to reduce the incidence of underage[d]
drinking.” A college student needn’t
look hard at the landscape of their alma
mater to determine the effort’s futility.
Even assuming the ban is an effective
means of reducing abusive and underaged drinking, the mere fact that the
statute violates the First Amendment is

all the reason necessary for its immediate elimination.
What’s far worse, however, is the policy’s several unintended and damaging
consequences.
Bars are losing revenue because they
are confused about current ABC policy
and are afraid of fines for advertising.
In the Nov.  article, Donna Finnigan, owner of Finnigan’s Cove, said she
would not risk running an ad for her bar
in The Breeze unless she was informed
by the state that she could. Finnigan’s
Cove was not the only bar cited in the
article that expressed reservation about
submitting ads.

The policy’s very presence
is inducing an increase
in underaged and
abusive drinking.

Second, the policy’s very presence
is inducing an increase in underaged
and abusive drinking. Because of the
decrease in advertisements and information about local bars, many students
over  may not be aware of watering
holes and instead host parties at their
residences. These parties, usually advertised on Facebook, are bound to attract

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through letters and guest columns.
Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest Columns must be no more than 550 words.

a plethora of underaged drinkers. At
least establishments in town regulate
the level of alcohol people consume.
Bars are safer places to consume alcohol than apartment parties.
Another consequence, unrelated to
the previous two, is the revenue loss
to the Virginia student newspapers.
Both Virginia Tech’s The Collegiate
Times and the University of Virginia’s
Cavalier Daily claimed a significant
loss of advertising kickbacks. The size
of a newspaper section directly correlates to the amount of advertising
purchased for a specific issue. Therefore, the decrease in advertising has an
impact on the number of articles and
columns in a newspaper.
These ramifications, while perhaps
not obvious, must have been contemplated by policy makers. In fact, it begs
the question: Does the ABC Board
enact regulations for the sole purpose
of appearing to address the issue of
abusive or underaged drinking, even
if the statutes are actually ineffective?
One can only speculate.
Regardless, the ABC’s policy has
negative repercussions. The Board
should consider dropping its appeal
and permanently eliminate the policy.
In the future, agencies should carefully analyze policies and predict all
impacts — not just those involving their
intentions.
John Scott is a senior writing, rhetoric

& technical communication major and
former SGA senator.

The Breeze | MSC 6805 G1 | Anthony-Seeger Hall | Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com | 540-568-3846

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and if material is libelous, factually
inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes the rights to any published work.
Opinions expressed in this page, with the exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student (or year of graduation),
professional title (if applicable) and place of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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AN NA YOU N G

|

contributing writer

Educate Yourself on Health Care Bill
There seems to be much confusion surrounding the Affordable
Health Care for America Act (H.R.
) that the House just passed.
Even though versions of this bill
have circled through Congress
for months now, many people

still do not understand its provisions. By breaking down the bill’s
most important points, I aim to
encourage support for this bill as
it makes its way to the Senate.
Why do I care so much
about this bill? I recognize that

Americans have a once-in-ageneration opportunity to impact
how the federal government
shapes a revolutionary concept of
health care that has seemed enigmatic until now. However, health
care reform does not have to be

a big, bureaucratic, inaccessible
mess. By understanding how the
bill will impact each of us, we can
translate that understanding into
action for or against it. I think it
is imperative this bill passes the
Senate because American health

care is too expensive and unreliable, and we need to reverse this
by making a health care system
more efficient, affordable and
dependable. I believe the current
form of this bill accomplishes
these goals.
Of course, it’s great to make
these sweeping idealistic aspirations for one of the most
deep-seated systems in this country. However, the bill currently
swimming around the Senate acts
as a reality check that redefining
health care reform is within our
grasp, and we need to understand
the bill if we are to accept it.
According to the New York
Times, this bill would expand
coverage to up to  million
Americans by increasing the
scope of Medicare, insurance
programs for the poor and giving
subsidies to moderate-income
families to buy either a private or
public plan. The bill would also
restrict private insurance companies from unfair practices,
such as denying coverage based
on certain conditions, and would
cause private companies to compete with the government-run
plan, which would potentially
drive insurance plan prices down.
Over the next  years, the bill
will hopefully cut federal deficits
by $ billion, even though its

projected cost is $. trillion. By
implementing fees and taxes on
businesses and families, the federal deficit will be cut. Americans
will more than likely be required
to buy some sort of insurance,
with owners of small businesses
with payrolls larger than $,
having to buy insurance for their
employees. Children could also
stay on their parents’ insurance
plans until they turn  years
old — a plus for college students
wondering how to afford insurance post-graduation.
Of course, this is only a skeleton
summary of the mammoth bill. I
will admit it’s a less-than-perfect
plan and, despite my weeks of following this bill, I still do not know
everything about it. However, I
know that what this bill calls for
is a step in the right direction in
health care reform that this country desperately needs.
I encourage you to use various resources at your disposal to
learn more about this bill so you
can influence your senators’ votes
for the bill. Various news media
outlets have in-depth coverage,
analyses and interactive features
on the bill’s progress. You can
also track this bill on CongressDaily and let your senators know
whether you support it.
If you are from a state other
than Virginia, visit your senators’
Web sites and tell them what you
think about this bill. Democratic
Virginia Sens. Warner and Webb
have not made it clear whether
they are in strong favor of this
bill, so it’s imperative that Virginia residents provide their input.
You can tell Sens. Warner and
Webb what you think by contacting them at either http://webb.
senate.gov or http://warner.senate.gov.
Because the terms of this ,page bill seem so unapproachable
to the average American, it is
difficult for Congressional constituents to comprehend the
impact this bill will have on the
future of American health care.
I advise everyone, regardless of
party affiliation, to take the time
to become informed citizens and
render your opinions to your
representatives so we can finally
achieve meaningful health care
reform.
Anna Young is a sociology and
media arts & design major.

Josh Webster

was CAUGHT reading
...and won
Dinner for Two!
Get caught reading The Breeze every Monday for
your chance to win.

Sports

breezejmu.org» Go online for basketball coverage at the

2K Sports Classic against Murray State, Florida International
and North Carolina Central and an update on cross country
at nationals. See schedules at jmusports.com.
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Halfway ’Cross the Country

By Georgina Buckley
contributing writer

courtesy of Cheryl Parris

Alison Parris with JMU cross country coach Dave Rinker after placing third at the
Colonial Athletic Association championships in New Market on Halloween.

Meet the
Player

Have you always been a swimmer?

What’s your favorite Thanksgiving
food?

I took swimming lessons at three,
joined summer league at six and
started club swimming when I was
seven.

Mashed potatoes!

What’s the most difficult thing
about swimming?

At Half: G’town 46, JMU 32

He’s too cocky for me.

Who has the best swimming pool?

Who on your team would you want
to be stranded on an island with?
Samantha Conley Holland. She is
literally my other half.

What would you do with a million
dollars?

The Olympic training pool at
the Olympic training center in
Colorado.

Buy a Bentley Continental GT Convertible and invest the rest.

Proudest moment in your athletic
career?

Last year, conferences, breaking the
team record in the 800 free relay
(PJ Naber, Emily Konieczny and
Lauren Kranz were a part of it).

If you could go pro at any sport
other than swimming, what would
it be?

Describe yourself in three words.
Crazy, determined and
dependable.

What’s on your bucket list?
Skydiving.

What are you going to do over
Thanksgiving break?

Gymnastics, I love watching it.

Women’s Swimming
Sophomore
Accounting Major
Scotch Plains, N.J.

is one of five runners selected from the
Southeast region.
Rinker is reserved about Parris’ potential for success at nationals.
“I hope she uses this experience to
propel her to bigger things down the
road,” Rinker said. “I think that this year,
she’s good enough to compete in that
top 100. I’m hoping with another year of
experience, or another four or five thousand miles of running, that next year
we’re talking about a whole different
race strategy for the nationals.”
In addition to Parris’ potential for success next year, the team hopes to qualify
as a whole for nationals. JMU will return
its top seven runners from the Colonial
Athletic Association championships.
This year, JMU placed second out of
10 teams in the CAA championships and
sixth in the NCAA Southeast Regional
championships. Under the wings of Parris, they hope to improve off that.
“I think Alison qualifying breaks a little
bit of a barrier,” Rinker said. “All of a sudden going to nationals is not something
that only people from Oregon or Florida
do. Now JMU does it also. So if she can
do it, why can’t [the team] do it?”

What’s your opinion on Michael
Phelps?

When practices are really hard. You
have to be mentally tough to push
through barriers.

Melissa Helock

Junior Alison Parris will be the sole
representative from JMU at the NCAA
cross country championships, the ninth
runner to individually qualify in the program’s history.
The race will be Monday in Terre
Haute, Ind., at the LaVern Gibson Championship Cross Country Course.
“She’s wanted this since the day she
walked through the door at JMU,” said
Alison’s mother, Cheryl. “Nobody’s nervous; everyone’s thrilled. She’s had this
goal for so long.”
The Parris family will travel to Indiana
to support her. Alison will also be accompanied by Dave Walton, JMU’s director
of cross country and track and field.
JMU coach Dave Rinker cannot attend,
as he will travel with the rest of the team
to New York for the Eastern Colonial Athletic Conference championships.
Parris is happy for the invitation but
sad her teammates couldn’t join her.
“I talked with my coach about it over
Maymester,” Parris said. “It was my endof-the-year goal and way down the road

for the whole team to go.”
Parris has experience on the course
in Terre Haute, as the team ran it during
Pre-Nationals nearly a month ago.
“It’s a pretty flat course, and I love flat
courses,” Parris said. “There are only a
few hills.”
At Pre-Nationals, Parris finished with
a time of 21 minutes, 18.9 seconds, and
she is hoping to improve this time at
nationals by 5-to-10 seconds.
“I think I’m pretty much as ready as
I’m going to be,” Parris said. “It’s all will
and motivation now. Sure, my body’s
sore, but I’m excited for the race.”
Alison’s father, Alan, who ran cross
country at Purdue in the ’70s said,
“Coach Rinker has been working to get
her smarter and more tactical in her running so that she doesn’t go too crazy at
the start.”
Parris will run against a wide field of
elite runners. The top two teams from
each of the nine regions qualified, with
13 other teams selected at-large.
Additionally, 38 individuals were
selected through qualification and atlarge processes. All individuals finished
within the top 25 of their regions. Parris

Eat lots of food, sleep in, go to New
York City, shop, swim and get a
haircut.

Has freestyle always been your
stroke?

Describe JMU in three words.

Yes, I swim butterfly occasionally
but only the 200.

Colorful (all the leaves changing
colors), beautiful (especially the
Quad) and delicious (especially the
dining halls).

Are you a morning person?
Yes.

Tackling Towson for Winning Season
Final Saturday at Bridgeforth Stadium for 14 Madison Football Seniors

By Dan Lobdell
The Breeze

For weeks now, redshirt freshman
quarterback Justin Thorpe has talked
of “holding it down for the seniors” and
not using his team’s youth as an excuse
for losing or playing inconsistently.
With only one game remaining in this
unusual season, the Dukes’ young players will need to hold it down one more
time for their senior counterparts to go
out as winners. Madison (5-5 overall,
3-4 Colonial Athletic Association) will
host Towson on Saturday at 3 p.m. hoping to tally its sixth consecutive winning
season.
Against JMU, the oft-injured Tigers
(2-8, 1-6) will trot out their fifth different starting quarterback of the year.
Redshirt freshman Brian Potts will
stand in against a Madison defensive

line led by seniors Arthur Moats and
Sam Daniels.
Moats and Daniels will close out
their standout careers against one of the
most porous lines in the CAA. Towson
has started nine different offensive line
combinations and 11 different linemen
have started games.
Senior right tackle Dan Bridges is
the only lineman to start all 10 games
for the Tigers. Poor offensive-line play
has made Towson the worst offense in
the CAA, averaging just 13.6 points and
251 yards. Look for those numbers to be
just as bad against the conference’s best
pass defense.
Entering his final career game, Moats’
star is shining brightest for the Dukes.
He leads the team in tackles (83) and
the country in tackles for loss (23.5). He
is also a finalist for the national defensive player of the year award.

“Arthur’s one of those guys that’s in
a class by himself,” JMU coach Mickey
Matthews said Monday in his weekly
press conference.
The impact of his last chance to play
with his teammates and get a win in
front of the home fans is not lost on
Moats.
“We would be able to say that we were
never losers in college,” Moats said. “We
want to keep that tradition alive. I don’t
want to go out saying that, ‘Yeah, we
broke that tradition with a losing season.’ So we’re gonna make sure we do
our best to keep that thing going, and
that’s gonna continue.”
JMU entered this year having made
the playoffs four of the past five years
or as long as any of the seniors had
been on the team. Their combined
record over five years entering Saturday’s game is 41-18.

‘Picks of the Week’ matches the predictions of five Breeze editors and one guest in five college and five pro games every weekend.
Guests from outside the staff are encouraged to e-mail us at breezesports@gmail.com to get your picks in The Breeze and pit your
knowledge against ours.

This week’s guest is sophomore interdisciplinary liberal studies major Britni Geer of Yorktown.

Dan

last week
4-6
overall
54-36
Towson @ JMU
JMU
William & Mary @
William & Mary
Richmond
LSU @ Ole Miss
LSU
Ohio State @ Michigan
Ohio State
UNC @ Boston College
UNC
Redskins @ Cowboys
Cowboys
Falcons @ Giants
Falcons
Ravens
Colts @ Ravens
Chargers
Chargers @ Broncos
Eagles @ Bears

Eagles

As of press time, the JMU women’s basketball team trailed Georgetown 46-32 in the
team’s season opener at the Convocation Center. Junior guard Dawn Evans led JMU
with 11 points while freshman guard Tarik Hislop (above) had seven points at halftime.
Go online at breezejmu.org for a full recap of the game.

Club Sports Results
Nov. 12-18
Women’s Ultimate Frisbee
University of Delaware’s Pigglyfest Tournament
Overall: 5-2, seeded sixth, finished third
Towson: 13-3, win
Delaware X: 12-11, win
Cornell: 13-3, win
Delaware Alum: 13-4, loss
Hofstra: 12-11, win
Cornell: 13-6, loss
Maryland: 13-10, win

Triathlon
Suntrust Richmond Marathon
Kathleen Thompson: second place in her age group, 4 hours, 9 minutes, 28 seconds

PICKS
of
the
week

Robert boag/The Breeze

Tim

Elizabeth

Drew

Britni (guest) Adrienne

6-4
53-37
JMU

4-6
52-38
JMU

5-5
49-41
JMU

3-7
46-44
JMU

2-8
45-45
JMU

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

William & Mary

Richmond

Ole Miss
Michigan
UNC
Cowboys
Falcons
Colts
Chargers

LSU
Ohio State
Boston College
Cowboys
Falcons
Colts
Chargers

Ole Miss
Ohio State
Boston College
Cowboys
Giants
Colts
Broncos

LSU
Michigan
Boston College
Cowboys
Giants
Colts
Broncos

LSU
Ohio State
Boston College
Cowboys
Giants
Colts
Chargers

Eagles

Eagles

Eagles

Eagles

Bears

Pack it Out Half-Marathon Trail Race (Charlottesville)
Jackie Palmer: 1 hour, 59 minutes
Katie Fabish: 2 hours, 10 minutes
Mary Evan Goodrich: 2 hours, 12 minutes
Alannah McMenamin: 2 hours, 14 minutes
Ian MacIsaac: 2 hours, 15 minutes

Men’s Basketball
Third Annual JMU Jamboree Tournament
9-1 overall, wins against Georgetown, William & Mary, Maryland, Penn State,
Longwood, Loyola-Md. and Radford (54-51 in championship game).

The Breeze does not vet the results provided
by the clubs. We encourage all JMU sports
clubs to send their results to Ethan Sherman at
jmusccvicepresident@gmail.com every Monday so
we can print them Thursdays.
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convo | Official Name of Basketball Student Section Aims to Draw More Fans
from front

This year, the lower and
upper levels behind the baskets in the Convo will be strictly
for JMU students. The area will
be painted purple and students
must wear purple to sit there.
This section will move the student seating closer to the floor
and encourage fans to distract

opposing players from making
free throws.
“I know we are going to have
a better turnout [than last year],
because we have two great basketball programs,” Gerlando
said.
JMU’s basketball programs
are on the rise and looking for
student support. The men’s
team is predicted to finish fifth

in the Colonial Athletic Association with the help of sophomore
Julius Wells, a second-team AllCAA projection and last season’s
CAA Rookie of the Year.
The women’s team won 24
games last year and is predicted to finish second in the CAA
this season, led by last season’s
first team All-CAA junior guard
Dawn Evans.

“We decided to name the
Convo student section because
we wanted to give our students
an identity,” Gerlando said. “The
JMU students play such a vital
part in creating a great gameday atmosphere. We want our
student section to be energetic
and intimidating to the visiting
teams. We truly need our students to be the ‘Sixth man’ in

the Convo.”
Freshman sports fan Matt
Schoner is excited about the
new section.
“It’s gonna be the sixth man
baby!” Schoner said. “It all starts
and ends with the fans. We get
the players fired up to go out and
perform well.”
Others, however, are reluctant
about the naming and question
its potential for success.
“Giving a name to some seats
isn’t going to make me want to
go to a basketball game,” JMU
student Allison Bailey said. “I
would rather receive more tangible incentive like a T-shirt.”
For further motivation, the
Student Duke Club is offering
its members a free T-shirt after
they attend six games and free
sweatshirt after 16.
The goal of the new student
section is to draw more fans to
the games.
JMU averaged 3,805 fans at
home games last season. That
was an increase of 173 from
last year’s average. Madison
ranked fifth for fan support in
the CAA last season behind

Old Dominion (6,730), George
Mason (6,295), Virginia Commonwealth (6,106) and UNCW
(4,142).
JMU’s basketball fans were
previously given the title of the
“Electric Zoo” when attendance
peaked at 6,802 per game for the
1989-90 season. The hope is to
rekindle that hype.
Taylor Atkins, faculty advisor
to the Student Duke Club, said
in an article in the Daily News
Record in March,
“In football right now, on a
Saturday in the fall, students
know you’re supposed to go to
JMU football games. That’s what
you do, you don’t question it.
JMU is football. These students
don’t think twice if we’re good,
or who we’re playing; it’s ‘that’s
what I’m supposed to do.’ We’ve
got to get that ‘that’s what I’m
supposed to do’ attitude to apply
to basketball.”
The women’s team tipped off
its season Wednesday against
Georgetown, and the men play
their home-opener against University of Maryland-Baltimore
County Nov. 28.

Do you know everything about sports?
Contact breezesports@gmail.com for
information about how to become a sports
writer.
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Author Shane Windmeyer Uses Faux
Game Show to Bring Gay Issues to Life
By Rachel Ramsey
contributing writer

With humor in hand and rainbows boas wrapped around
their necks, six students stood in front of almost 100 people during Tuesday night’s program What’s Your Gay Point Average?
Brought in by LGBT and Madison Equality, Shane Windmeyer was giving the audience a test they didn’t expect right before
finals.
Windmeyer encouraged the students, “Put on your boas!
Sometimes people need some gay energy to boost them up.”
What’s Your Gay Point Average? Is a game that Windmeyer
claims he made up on a plane. It’s essentially an icebreaker to
the rest of his program, raising awareness of diversity in our
community in a light-hearted fashion.
“Are there any straight people in here?” he asked randomly
choosing three boys and three girls to be the contestants of the
game.
Most students that filled the Festival Ballroom had the classrequired Wellness Passport forms in their hands, but Windmeyer
gave them a reason to care about his message.
“Sooner or later you’ll all be in the workforce and these issues
will apply to you, either with your boss or your coworker and
definitely your customer,” said Windmeyer. “Your job will be
impacted, whether you like it or not.”
The faux game show asked students four questions regarding LGBT: What are the colors of the gay flag? What geometric
shape is the symbol that represents the gay community? Who
created the scale that looks at sexuality (0 to 6, from straight to
gay)? Finally, name three television or movie characters who are
gay actually or play a gay character.
“I really liked that he put straight people on the spot, but lightheartedly,” said Gemma Hobbs, a junior dietetics major.
The game ended with a bonus question of who could perform
the best “Z snap” as displayed and made famous in the media,
creating the comfortable environment but also raising a stereotypical awareness.
Reviewing each of the answers led to the exposure of facts and
history about the gay community that many people did not seem
to know beforehand. For example, the pink triangle is the symbol
representing the gay community, and it was brought back from the
see GAY, page 10

Dining Halls Not Doing
It for You? iPod broken?
Let’s Put Things in
Perspective.

Paul Jones/The Breeze

Pete Sorenson, an undeclared freshman, was one of six students pulled on stage by Shane
Windmeyer during What’s Your Gay Point Average? The program began with a game show and
advanced to a more serious discussion about the impact of hate crimes and the need for LGBT
allies.

Fight Depression, Write Love
By Brandon Hyman
contributing writer

Jacki Christian, a high school junior,
traveled five hours from Wise to JMU
Monday night. Christian’s goal: to listen to and meet Jamie Tworkowski.
Tworkowski is the founder of the
nonprofit organization To Write Love on
Her Arms (TWLOHA) that helps young
people dealing with depression and
self-injury. Christian follows the organization’s Web site regularly and jumped
at the chance to meet Tworkowski when
she saw he was visiting JMU.
Christian was glad to see that
Tworkowski was “really humble,” and
continues to support his message.
“I live in a small town where everyone knows everybody, and you don’t
talk about these issues,” Christian
said.
Christian was not the only one who
thought it was important to discuss
youth problems. Tworkowski’s presentation began with the showing of
an NBC story about the organization’s
start and its impact. Dressed in jeans
and a plaid shirt, the self-described
introvert, Tworkowski, didn’t project an immediate presence when he
entered, but both he and the crowd

relaxed after he joked about his day
of interviews plagued by a dying cell
phone. The mood darkened slightly as
Tworkowski told of the organization’s
beginnings.
He met a girl named Renee Yohe
through a mutual friend while attending the University of Central Florida.
She had been living off campus in a
friend’s rented house when Tworkowski received a call from his friend to visit
Yohe who was struggling with drugs
and had attempted suicide. Tworkowski and his friend wanted to take her to
get help and give her a place to stay,
but she wanted to stay where she was
for one more night.
“Everyone eventually falls asleep
around sunrise, and [Yohe]’s the last
one awake, and she ends up taking
a razor blade… and writes the word
‘F--- UP’ across her left forearm,”
Tworkowski told students. “When my
friend Renee looked at her 19 years on
the planet, this word represented…
how stuck she felt and I think the sense
of regret, the sense of failure.”
Tworkowski and his friends helped
Yohe get medical attention, and he
wrote a story entitled “To Write Love
on Her Arms” as simple inspiration,
sent it to his friends and posted it on

The Breeze-O-Meter
In our constant quest to keep students informed, the Life section of
The Breeze has created a “Breeze-O-Meter” to measure the latest
trends. Here’s what’s “hot” and what’s “not” this week:
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Jamie Tworkowski, founder of To
Write Love on Her Arms, spoke to
students Monday night about how the
organization got started.
MySpace. He began selling T-shirts at
concerts as a way to raise money. It
“wasn’t my intent to start something

Go to Your Old High School

big. There wasn’t a booth, there weren’t
any conversations, there wasn’t a charity. It was just a way to help our friend
get through treatment,” Tworkowski
said. TWLOHA began to grow after
bands like Switchfoot and Anberlin
wore their shirts and publicized the
group.
The project’s demands increased
rapidly and left Tworkowski with some
choices: “I decided I needed to leave
my job at Hurley. [People] said ‘You’re
gonna quit a six-figure job to run a
MySpace page? Good luck with that.’
At Hurley… a lot of it felt hollow, a lot
of it felt empty, and I wondered what it
would be like to get to bring my heart
to work.”
Since its days on MySpace in 2006,
TWLOHA has responded to nearly
100,000 e-mails from people in more
than 100 different countries who
struggle with depression, addiction,
self-injury and suicide.
“We’ve learned that these are
not American issues, these are not
white people issues or emo issues,”
Tworkowski said. “Maybe this is just
part of being human.”
As Tworkowski prepared to leave, he

Editor Obsession:

see Love, page 10

Just as I fell short of imagining a Halloween costume fantastic enough to stand
in the shadow of her greatness, the word “obsessed” falls horribly short in terms of
my interest in Lady GaGa. I worship this idol so much that my religion on Facebook
was “I want to be Lady GaGa when I grow up” for a good portion of this year. This
declarative status changed the day media reported GaGa was a hermaphrodite. I
immediately clicked to Twitter to find GaGa’s status: An outlandish too-inappropriatefor-repetition-confirmation of the rumor.
I was going to die of shock. Eyes watering, phone gripped to my racing heart, I ran
outside my D.C. office to vomit, send out a mass text, and/or throw myself in front
of a Segway tour. Knocking through bumbling tourists, I felt like a girl in a dramatic
movie who just discovered her husband
in bed with her sister. I felt betrayed,
like GaGa was hiding something (literally) in those leotards she rocked in the
“Paparazzi” video I watched 17 times
daily.
Yet after a few sleepless nights and
Internet research, I concluded this was
all just a genius P.R. ploy. Of course,
so fabulous. Would I want anything
less from an occasionally diamond
and blood-drenched friend of Marilyn
Manson? No. And that’s exactly what
makes GaGa so glorious — her enigma
and aura of being so superior to our
uncreative, child-like souls. My religion
should be changed to “GaGa is God.”

— Tyler Allen
Copy Editor

Yes! Finally, my favorite celebration of the “discovery” and eventual
takeover of America is here! Thanks for
the agricultural tips Native Americans!
This is the part where we take your land
and eat and eat and eat in celebration! I would listen to your diatribe
about the horrible things we did to the
indigenous people if this turkey wasn’t
making me so tired and the game
wasn’t on. Enjoy your maize and the
diseases we gave you!
And let me tell you, this weeklong
break is right
on time. I’ve
been inundated
with unnecessary pressure
and the constant
insistence that
I attempt to
“pass” my classes so I can find
a good job after
the joyful part of
my life is over. I’m a journalism major.
Do you think I was thinking about the
future when I made that genius decision? Who reads newspapers anymore?
I might as well have majored in cave
drawings.
Some people find it hard to find
things to do with this temporary abundance of leisurely time. Don’t worry; I
got you covered.
I know what all you freshmen are
thinking: “I’m so cool now because
I’m in college! I’m going to visit all my
fav teachers and interrupt their lesson
plans so I can show them how much
weight I’ve gained since June!”
Do not do this. Absolutely no good
can come of it. You are a loser and
going back to that godforsaken place is
only going to ensure your former teachers that your unpopularity carried on to
your higher education experience.
College is your opportunity to forget
that everyone used to call you Garbage
Can Greg and subsequently throw all
their trash on your unstylish clothes,
and then chant “take out the trash!” as
they stuffed your virtually muscle-free
body into a garbage can and rolled you
down a hill. Grow up.

See All of Your Old Friends

This is probably my favorite part of
break, but anytime you leave the house
in your hometown, you’re bound to
run into someone who has been absent
from the last couple years of your life
for a reason.
Most of the time, they haven’t left the
nest quite yet, have made some poor
tattoo placement decisions and keep
trying to make small talk when all you
want is for them to take your order.
One break, I ran into a girl I went to
high school with, and she insisted I talk
to her instead of completely ignoring
her (my original plan). She asked if I
was going to school, and when I asked
her the same question, she said no. I
figured she’d have a job if she wasn’t
going to school, so I said “Are you working?” She said no. I remembered this
girl had been fairly dumb in my experiences with her, so I started to examine
the phrasing of my question to figure
out where she might have gotten confused. So I tried again: “I didn’t mean
if you were working right this second, I
meant in general.” That got the wheels
turning! “Oh yeah, I work at a restaurant.” Did she really think I thought she
was working at that very moment? She
must have assumed I thought she was
a prostitute, which apparently didn’t
bother her much.

Reflect Upon What
You’re Thankful For

Did you think I was going to make a
joke here? Stop being so self-involved
and take a moment to be grateful for all
the wonderful gifts you’ve been blessed
with.
I’m getting sick of people complaining how hard their lives are when it’s a
beautiful thing just to wake up in the
morning. So close your eyes and think
about that for a while, because soon
it will be all over, and then it will be
Christmas, and Santa can bring you
some tangible s--- to be thankful for.
MICHAEL LARRICK is a senior media
arts & design major and a humor columnist at The Breeze.
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Love | Sophomore Brings Chapter of ‘To Write Love on Her Arms’ to JMU
from page 9

opened up the room for questions,
and the few that posed them were
hesitant to ask. Those reluctant to ask
questions in front of the crowd formed
a mass around Tworkowski after the
event so he could sign autographs and
talk. Several shared personal stories
and expressed gratitude, prompting
hugs, as UPB members helped clear
the Ballroom.
UPB brought Tworkowski to speak
because of TWLOHA’s familiarity to
students, and the fact that it would
draw students’ interest and provide them with more information,
according to UPB’s director of special

events, sophomore Drew Midgette.
Tworkowski’s visit also showcased
sophomore Olivia Light, who is bringing a chapter of TWLOHA to JMU.
After being introduced to TWLOHA at
an event, Light became really involved
with the movement and went to a three
day conference and received a packet
to start a chapter. “I just thought it was
a great idea that friends could make
such a difference; being there is what
mattered.” Light hopes to raise awareness with meetings and by being an
open resource to students, much
like the organizations that currently
exist on campus to help with similar
issues.
at an event, Light became really

involved with the movement and
went to a three-day conference and
received a packet to start a chapter.
“I just thought it was a great idea that
friends could make such a difference;
being there is what mattered.” Light
hopes to raise awareness with meetings and serve as an open resource to
students, much like organizations on
campus to help with similar issues.
Katie Baird, the graduate assistant with the Counseling and Student
Development Center hopes students
take TWLOHA’s message and become
more aware of the people around them
who can help. Tworkowski stressed the
importance of providing a tool and a
platform for people to receive help

rather than simply caring about the
brand.
Baird agrees with Tworkowski that
“suicide is preventable,” and that
friends simply need to speak up and
say, “What can we do to get you help…
that you deserve?”
Agreeing with Light’s desires for
TWLOHA to branch out and speak at
high schools and middle schools as
well as colleges, Tworkowski said, “To
me, to prevent suicide you start way
upstream. How much better would
it be if that person years before had
friends that they were honest with or
stepped into counseling when they
needed it? If we can connect with
young people, then that’s great.”

For JMU students dealing
with Symptoms of Depression
or those who know of
others with these Issues:
n Visit the Counseling and

Student Development Center
(CSDC) in Varner House
n Call JMU Public Safety
at (540) 568-6911
n Call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK.

Gay | Program Protests

Allies’ Silence

from page 9

Nazi concentration camps when
homosexuals were labeled with a
pink triangle.
“We don’t live in the world of
‘Will and Grace’, ” Windmeyer
announced. “In real life, there is
no pink triangle pasted on someone’s forehead to tell everyone
else if they are gay or not.”
The easy environment transferred to the program’s more
serious side, including the
impact of hate crimes and the
importance of allies.
Windmeyer posted on a slideshow frequently asked questions
he gets during programs, one
being, “Why do gay people come
out?”
He responded, “People come
out because otherwise you
wouldn’t know about their lives.
We need straight allies who care
about us... There are a lot of other
issues we don’t think about."
Windmeyer has written three
books so far, including “Out on
Fraternity Row,” “Secret Sisters”
and the most recent, “Brotherhood.” A major part of his
program involves his story of
coming out to his fraternity brothers his senior year in college.
When he spoke of going
through recruitment, he said, “I
didn’t know I was gay at the time.
When I came out, I told them, ‘I
didn’t join to play touch football or to redecorate the house.’ I
wanted to be their brother.”

Marjorie Cook, a sophomore
modern foreign language major,
is the events coordinator for
Madison Equality. “I thought
it was great for him to be talking to such a diverse audience.
This really helped spread our
message.”
Jasmine Fo, the student
employee for LGBT, said that
Windmeyer is a big aid to LGBT
and their community in general. He works to build up LGBT
programs that lack funding or
backing. “This program was definitely a success,” Fo said. “I loved
the icebreaker and that tonight
not only educated but started
those conversations and ideas in
the people tonight.”
The program put a lot of
emphasis on making an impact
just by being a productive ally.
Not laughing at jokes or speaking
up when someone inappropriately uses the phrase “That’s gay”
as an insult is making a big difference alone.
“This generation is the most
progressive generation when
it comes to LGBT,” Windmeyer
said, “but it doesn’t mean there
aren’t problems with acceptance. Not to be rude, but the old
people are going to die eventually; we all are and so are their
ways. We need allies to enforce
our cause.”
To sum up his program, Windmeyer gave some advice, “You’re
in college. There’s a vast amount
of opportunity; don’t be silent.”

Classifieds
DEVON LANE Townhome. 3
Bedroom. 1.5 bath. August 2010.
540-435-7861
A
STUDENT
FRIENDLY
house for rent for the 2010-2011
acedemic year. Close to campus.
One year lease. Call 540-810-3631
for details.
GREAT LOCATION Looking for
an outgoing individual to takeover
my 2010-2011 lease. $295+utilities.
Upstairs bedroom, well kept, shared
bath, furnished. Less than 1/2 mile
from campus. yannuzjm@jmu.edu
5 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS Huge
Victorian house with 8 bedrooms
and high ceilings, 2 full kitchens,
2 full bathrooms, and living room.
Large covered front porch. Visit
www.castleproperty.com for ﬂoor
plans and price. (540) 564-2659
F U R N I S H E D - TO W N H O U S E
Madison Square, 3 Blocks
from JMU, 3-BR, 2 1/2
Bath, W/D, Available August
2010-Female-$195.00
540-5780510
SUBLEASE FROM URBAN
EXCHANGE
Spring
2010
downtown
$413/ month plus
water/ electric Cable/ Internet
Included 2 parking garages Master
bedroom 2 JMU female roommates
Washer/ Dryer all new appliances
www.ueharrisonburg.com
ﬂoor
plan C3F/ unit 308 (908) 433-3795
sohlmb@gmail.com Morgan
TOWNHOME
$295/RM
HUNTERS RIDGE 4-bedroom/2bath available 08/01/10, privately
owned, completely furnished
living and dining areas on both
levels, new appliances, solid desks,
dressers and beds, vertical blinds,
ceiling fans, pets permitted for $20/
mo additional (703) 599-1549
2010
SPRING
SEMESTER
LEASE 2 Bedroom Apartment. 3
blocks from Memorial Hall. Fully
equipped with 1.5 bathrooms,
W/D, A/C, dishwasher. Call us
today to schedule a showing. www.
castleproperty.com (540) 564-2659

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT 2-3
students to share large 3-bedroom
townhouse -includes a full
basement. Close to JMU. Available
mid Dec. or January 1st. $325/
renter plus utilities. (Deposit
required) (540) 560-1673
FOREST HILLS MANOR SUBLEASE! Spring10’ First month’s
rent free! (540) 207-3628

Monday, November 19, 2009

Do you want to be a video pro?

Come join The Breeze
videographers today.

$75 REWARD- LOST blue 8mp
Canon Powershot camera w/4 gb
Kodak memory card in Stonegate
Sat. night. slowshow312@gmail.
com (571) 926-7869 (571) 9267869 (571) 926-7869 (571) 9267869

Contact breezevideo1@gmail.com for more information.

OFF-STREET PARKING 2 blocks
from JMU $300 per semester (540)
578-3374

BARTENDING
$300/
POTENTIAL NO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY.
TRAINING
AVAILABLE
1-800-965-6520
EXT212
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-25 per survey. www.
GetPaidToThink.com
CAMPUS COOKIES! Campus
Cookies prides itself for its strong
reputation in the community, and
is looking for somebody who
embodies that identity. We are
looking for a clean-cut and hard
working individual. You need to be
able to deliver, bake and manage,
have a ﬂexible schedule and be
able to work at least Mon, Wed and
Fri nights. The individual needs the
be able to continue their career at
Campus Cookies into the 2010-2011
school year as an Assistant Manager.
e-mail
info@campuscookie.
com with your resume and brief
explaination of why your interested
in employment.
JOB SPEECH PATH GRAD
STUDENT Looking for a speech
pathology graduate student or
similar ﬁeld with an undergraduate
degree in communication sciences
to work 1-2 days per week. $18/hour.
The Speech & Language Center.
lora@virginiaspeechtherapy.com
(540) 437-4226 (540) 437-4226
(540) 437-4226

WORD
SEARCH

You donʼt have to search far to find
the Best Value in Harrisonburg!
Donʼt forget to sign your lease at
Sunchase before you leave for break!
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AMPLE PARKING
BUSINESS CENTER
FITNESS CENTER
FREE INTERNET

540-442-4800

11

GREAT LOCATION
HARRISONBURG
JMU WALKING DISTANCE
SWIMMING POOL

BEST VALUE
FINE LIVING
FREE CABLE

GREAT RATES
JAMES MADISON
SUNCHASE

www.sunchase.net
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The most Space
Don’t miss this opportunity to experience Pheasant Run

W E

A R E L E A S I N G N O W

Perfect environment for living and
learning. Four bedrooms and two full
baths privately located on the second
floor. Spacious eat-in kitchen, huge
great room, and a half bath on first
floor for entertaining. Large patio or
deck for grilling, sand volleyball, and
we’re adjacent to Purcell Park!

The most Privacy

The most Value
You’ll experience our great resident
events and contests, which include
Welcome Back Breakfast, Parent’s
Weekend Brunch, Coffee Break–
Pumpkin Spice Latte’s, Homecoming
Door Decorating Contest, The Chili
Cook-Off & Halloween Costume
Contest, and Renewal Pizza Party.
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Fun

(selected homes only)

Stop by our office Mon. – Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 321 Pheasant Run Circle.
To learn more call us today at (540) 801-0660 or visit our roommate bulletin board at

W W W.PHE ASA NTRUN.NET

