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JMU double Fulbright awardee teaches in Korea 
BY JANET SMITH ('81) 

ang Yoon, professor of graphic 
design in the JMU School of Art 
and Art History, is teaching in 
South Korea for her second stint as a 
Fulbright Scholar. According to Ful-

bright records dating to 1998, she is JMU's 
first two-time Fulbright award winner. 

Yoon is teaching as part of the Core Ful­
bright Scholar Program and sharing her tal­
ents and knowledge with students at Kyung 
Hee University. Her previous Fulbright 
experience was as a 2007 Fulbright Research 
Grant recipient. The fruit of her three-month 
study was "The Street Graphics of Seoul: 
A Culturally-focused Contribution to the 
Study of Urban Graphics," a project she has 
presented at three international conferences 
in Hawaii, Venice and Athens. 

While Yoon taught one course 
in 2007, her current Fulbright­
sponsored residency focuses com­
pletely on teaching graphic design 
to undergraduate, master's and doc­
toral students. 

A native of South Korea, Yoon is 
teaching in English since students 
are required to take several courses 
within their programs of study in 
the language. She is using revamped 
content from courses she teaches 
at JMU to accommodate the curriculum 
and culture in South Korea. In addition to 
teaching typography in English and Korean 
alphabets, Yoon was asked to add Chinese 
and Korean characters and fonts to the mix. 
"Since I have worked with English fonts only, 
it was a cha1lenge to find out what kinds of 
Korean and Chinese fonts are available for 
my students," she says. 

Yoon is sharing both her work and her 
JMU students' work with her Korean stu­
dents, and she says she looks forward to shar-

Before coming to the United States in 1983, graphic 
design professor Sang Yoon worked as a corporate 
graphic designer. She earned a Master of Fine Arts 
degree from Tyler School of Art in Philadelphia in 
1988 and joined the JMU faculty that year. 

ing her Korean students' work with her JMU 
students upon her return to campus. 

"My KHU students were inspired by the 
JMU senior students' advanced techni­
cal abilities and the professionalism of their 
pieces," says Yoon. A JMU tradition of stu­
dent portfolio reviews by professional graphic 
designers and art directors intrigued Yoon's 
co1leagues. "KHU Professor Mee-kyungJang 
and I are planning to invite five KHU gradu­
ates now working in design firms to a KHU 
senior portfolio review." 

"In addition to my Korean students, I have 
several foreign students from China, Indo- 1 

nesia and Romania," Yoon says. "These stu­
dents' ways of approaching design objectives 
and strategies are rich and intriguing; and I 
am excited to share their multicultural and 
alternative perspectives with my JMU classes." 

Yoon is collecting and photographing more 
samples to continue her research that began 
in 2007. "I am looking forward to writing a ' 
paper to discuss my newest insights into the 
visual culture of Korea." ffi 
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Last year PEKA added the major product 
line Batik Fabrics. "This product line helps 
balance our business," says Boylan. "And our 
website is an invaluable tool when I make ini­
tial contacts with prospects .... It's important 
to put people first. The textile industry is very 
old, especially the decorative fabrics business, 
so we try to be innovators. We specialized in 

developing a series of bundles of fabric and 
Do-It-Yourself kits. Our most recent project 
was developing printed burlap." 

Boylan says he is "honored to have earned 
a degree from Madison. Even during some 
not so good times, I was always fortunate to 
have had the help to get through the bad and 
embrace the good. My college relationships 

are life long and truly special. I come back to 
campus for Homecoming as often as I can. 
Over the years, both the university and my 
fraternity have done a terrific job welcom­
ing us back. There is nothing like the 
JMU experience." ffi 

~LEARN MORE at pekatextiles.com 
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