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by manual deminers or mine-detection dogs;

available on the GICHD Web site. e refer-

Today, varieties of demining machines are however, as the quality of available machinesence library will include most documents re-
available on the open market and are much im- improves, this is changing. In June 2008, two lated to mechanical demining that have been
proved. Some have been produced in relativelyComité Européen de Normalisatiorkshop
large numbers, while others have been made inAgreements for mechanical demining were

limited series or only as single machines. e
Geneva International Centre for Humanitar-
ian Demining’sMechanical Demining Equip-
ment Catalogue 2008ncludes 42 dierent

published: one for quality management and
assurance/quality control for mechanical de-
mining; the other for follow-on processes, af-
ter the use of demining machines. e latter

demining machines; however, there are alsostates the following: “Follow-on operations af-

published over the years and will be available
to all interested in mechanical demining.

As seen above, demining machines have
evolved enormously since 1942. e GICHD
will continue to follow and assist in the fur-
ther development and improvement over the
coming years®

several others available, including those thatter technical survey may not be required if the
are locally constructed. Local demining ma- machine does not encounter a hazard, and has
chines were not included in the catalog since been proven capable of detecting and destroy-
they are only produced in very small quanti- ing similar expected hazards in similar condi-
ties, i.e., only one or two machines. tions. If a machine does encounter a hazard,

Demining machines include various types then follow-on will be required in all but ex-
of mine-clearance machines, ground-preparation ceptional cases. e speci ¢ follow-on activity
machines and mine-protected vehicles. ere can only be determined at the site—and would
are ails, tillers and combined systems. In normally be either by manual demining or
addition, there are double ails, rollers, rock mine-detection dogs. e speci ¢ area for fol-
crushers, soil disrupters, mowers, brush cut- low-on operations will be determined on the site
ters, slashers and magnets. ere are also on a case-by-case bagis.”

See Endnotes, page 112
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Demining machine in action.
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combinations of the above-mentioned tools. GICHD Offerings

Cabins are now protected with state-of-the-art ar- ree more International Mine Action

mor plating and out tted with air conditioning. Standards are under development, in addition
to IMAS 09.50 Mechanical Demining. e

Standards new IMAS will include operator safety, quality

International standards for mechanical
demining involve rigid testing of demining
machines. In addition, the market is demand-

management and the application of mechani-
cal demining machines.
In 2008, the GICHD published the seventh

ing complete, a er-sales service packages andedition of the Mechanical Demining Equip-
delivery of spare parts within days to some of ment Catalogu@and A Guide To Road Clear-
the remotest locations in the world. ance’. e Mechanical Demining Handbook
e practice inthe demining communityhas  was published in 2008. Beginning in 2009, a
been that all mechanical demining be followed mechanical demining reference library will be
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