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one-track-minded. Just some food for thought and congrats on finishing another successful year!

BRIAN CHARETTE
Special Assistant to the President, Strategic Planning and Engagement

HEATHER COLTMAN — Christina Bence ('10)

Provost and Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs EDITOR'S NOTE: Inrecent years', each
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GEORGE E. SPARKS s
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s ; : )
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OFFICER S ;
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HEATHER HEDRICK (°00), President
ity i i t on the ‘72 team.
e Your mentality is spot on. Beautiful balance. no
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Bennett Conlin is the online managing editor for JMU'’s student-run newspa-
per, The Breeze. After working as the sports editor and covering JMU football’s
national championship run, he spent the summer covering a variety of sto-
ries across different sections of the paper. His article “James Madison statues
undergo repairs” is the basis for Full Frame (inside front cover). A senior, Conlin
is a business management major with a minor in sports communication.

Eric Gorton (‘86,"09M) earned his bachelor’s degree in mass communications
and worked for 12 years at the Daily News-Record in Harrisonburg. After leaving
the newspaper, he worked for a local tech company and then at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation. He returned to JMU in 2005 to work for University Com-
munications and completed his master’s degree in technical and scientific com-
munication. Gorton’s feature on engineering major Richard Xu appears on Page 34.

JMU professor of art history Laura Katzman was guest curator of the exhibi-
tion Drawing on the Left: Ben Shahn and the Art of Human Rights in the Duke
Hall Gallery of Fine Art in Spring 2017. A noted scholar of American documen-
tary photography, public art and the art of Ben Shahn, she is co-author of the
award-winning Ben Shahn’s New York: The Photography of Modern Times (Yale
University Press, 2000). Read more about the exhibition on Page 38.

Jessica Savoie ("14) joined the Office of Alumni Relations in Fall 2016 as the
assistant director for communications and marketing. With a background in
design, writing and university communications, Savoie has hit the ground run-
ning with work on numerous alumni events, the weekly Madison Update and
social media. She is thrilled to be back in the ‘Burg working for her alma mater.
Savoie is the guiding force behind Madison’s Alumni News starting on Page 50.

Brett Seekford ("16) majored in English at JMU. He works as a writer for the Col-
lege of Integrated Science and Engineering, where he partners with faculty and stu-
dents to produce content highlighting major events and achievements. This fall he will
pursue a Ph.D. in English with a specific focus on African-American feminist fiction
and criticism at the University of Delaware. Seekford wrote an online feature on ISAT
mural artist Cameron Ritcher, whose work is featured in Picture This on Page 64.

Rob Tucker is editor of the Madison Community Calendar. He joined the JMU
staff as community affairs manager in 2012. He has worked in higher educa-
tion for more than 25 years and calls himself a recovering journalist. He is the
father of four, including a daughter, Kellie, who graduated from JMU in 2006.
In his spare time, he likes to fly-fish, kayak, bike and cook. Read his article on
JMU'’s Valley Scholars program on Page 48.
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