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MADISON MAGAZINE 

LETTERS 

Upon further review: the 
Spring/Summer 2017 issue 

The spirit of the university? 

I graduated from JMU in 2010 and am 

always happy to see a Madison mag in 

the mail. This issue, though, I was a little 

upset to see was all about sports. While I 

realize that JMU had a successful year athleti­

cally and that there is much to celebrate on 

that front, I didn't feel like it fully captured 

the spirit of the university. I was never much 

into collegiate athletics, and instead graduated 

with a major in biology. I would appreciate 

COMMEMORATIVE CHAMPIONSHIP POSTER INSIDE 
IIYidiAY• ACULTUillOf'WIIIHIIw II'IITIAIDIHWliMEITu AUIMIIAIU.UI • • 

seeing more of a well-rounded year in review with a few stories focusing on something other than 

sports. I just think it isolates a faction of the alumni population when the entire issue seems so 

one-track-minded. Just some food for thought and congrars on finishing another successful year! 

-Christina Bence ('10) 

Sports magazine? 

Hi - just curious: Is this now a solely sports 

magazine? It sends a pretty one-dimensional 

message of what we all do here at JMU, to me. 

-Jeffrey E. Bush, Ph.D., director, School 

of Music, james Madison University 

Remarkable recovery 

You should do a video segment derailing the 

remarkable recovery of]MU quarterback 

Bryan Schor's return to the playoffs 18 days 

after surgery for his broken collarbone! Happy 

to help! 

-Dr. Mark D. Miller, head, Division of 

Sports Medicine, Department of Orthopaedic 

Surgery, University ofVirginia; team physi­

cian, james Madison University 

Special effort 

Congrats on an excellent edition. It was a very 

special effort, and I will put it with my other 

JMU memories. Thank you and Go Dukes! 

- Adam Burket ('86) 

Spot on 

Your mentality is spot on. Beautiful balance. 

-Bob Schaefer ('07P) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In recent years, each 
Madison issue has focused on a particular 
theme- art, business, culture, health. The 
Spring/Summer 2017 issue looked at the 
Madison Experience from the student­
athlete perspective. We hope all of our read­
ers will find something of note in this issue's 
wide-ranging content (and for our sports 
fans, don't miss the article on Bryan Schor 
on Page 16.) Please keep your story ideas 
coming to madisonmag@jmu.edu! 

The 1973 team, not 1972 

To whom it might concern: The picture of 

Coach Mac on Page 33 of the latest issue 

is incorrectly dared. It is from the second 

season, 1973. You can tell by the Bridgeforth 

Stadium stands present in the picture. They 

were not constructed in 1972. Chip Deringer 

(#21 in picture) was a freshman in 1973 and 

not on the 72 ream. 

-Daniel Ward ('76) (#24 in picture) 

COACH McM ILLI N COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS 
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CONTRIBUTORS 

Bennett Conlin is the online managing editor for JMU's student-run newspa­

per, The Breeze. After working as the sports editor and covering JMU football 's 

national championship run, he spent the summer covering a variety of sto­

ries across different sections of the paper. His article ':James Madison statues 
undergo repairs" is the basis for Full Frame (inside front cover). A senior, Conlin 

is a business management major with a minor in sports communication. 

Eric Gorton ('86,'09M) earned his bachelor's degree in mass communications 
and worked for 12 years at the Daily News-Record in Harrisonburg. After leaving 

the newspaper, he worked for a local tech company and then at the Virginia Depart­

ment of Transportation. He returned to JMU in 2005 to work for University Com­

munications and completed his master's degree in technical and scientific com­

munication. Gorton's feature on engineering major Richard Xu appears on Page 34. 

JMU professor of art history Laura Katzman was guest curator of the exhibi­

tion Drawing on the Left: Ben Shahn and the Art of Human Rights in the Duke 

Hall Gallery of Fine Art in Spring 2017. A noted scholar of American documen­

tary photography, public art and the art of Ben Shahn, she is co-author of the 

award-winning Ben Shahn's New York: The Photography of Modern Times (Yale 

University Press, 2000). Read more about the exhibition on Page 38. 

Jessica Savoie ('14) joined the Office of Alumni Relations in Fall 2016 as the 

assistant director for communications and marketing. With a background in 

design, writing and university communications, Savoie has hit the ground run­

ning with work on numerous alumni events, the weekly Madison Update and 

social media. She is thrilled to be back in the 'Burg working for her alma mater. 

Savoie is the guiding force behind Madison's Alumni News starting on Page 50. 

Brett Seekford ('16) majored in English at JMU. He works as a writer for the Col­

lege of Integrated Science and Engineering, where he partners with faculty and stu­

dents to produce content highlighting major events and achievements. This fall he will 

pursue a Ph.D. in English with a specific focus on African-American feminist fiction 

and criticism at the University of Delaware. Seekford wrote an online feature on I SAT 

mural artist Cameron Rite her, whose work is featured in Picture This on Page 64. 

Rob Tucker is editor of the Madison Community Calendar. He joined the JMU 

staff as community affairs manager in 2012. He has worked in higher educa­

tion for more than 25 years and calls himself a recovering journalist. He is the 

father of four, including a daughter, Kellie, who graduated from JMU in 2006. 

In his spare time, he likes to fly-fish, kayak, bike and cook. Read his article on 

JMU's Valley Scholars program on Page 48. 

NOTI CE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY: James Madison University does not discriminate on the 
basis of age, disability, race or color, height or weight, national or ethnic origin, political affiliation or belief, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or expression, veteran status, parental status (including pregnancy), marital status, family medical 
or genetic information, in its employment, educational programs, activities and admissions. JMU complies with all applicable 
federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination, affirmative action, and anti-harassment. JMU prohibits sexual and gender­
based harassment, including sexual assault, and other forms of inter-personal violence. 

The responsibility for overall coordination, monitoring and information dissemination about JMU's program of equal 
opportunity, non-discrimination, Title IX, and affirmative action is assigned to the Office of Equal Opportunity & Title IX. Inquiries 
or complaints may be directed to the Office of Equal Opportunity & Title IX: James Robinson, Director and Title IX Coordinator 
540-568-6991, www.jmu.edu/oeo, oeo@Jmu.edu. (Revised December 2015) 
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