
JMU Engagement Fellows Program 
ach year, three 

outstanding 
graduates have 
the opportunity 
to experience a 
transformational 

year of public service. Each fel­

low is committed to a full-time, 
10-month position for which 

he or she receives a stipend and 
housing on university property. 
Fellows are placed with agen­
cies where they work on projects 

designed to advance their capacity 
for engaged learning, community 
engagement or civic engagement. 
Fellows also participate in self and 

group reflections intended to pro­
mote their personal and profes­
sional development. 

Fellowship with IIHHS 
The Institute for Innovation in 

Health and Human Services 
engages students in career prepa­
ration by promoting scholar­
ship, providing interprofessional 

learning experiences and connecting campus with communities 
through innovative programs that advance quality oflife. With over 

two dozen programs established in response to community needs 
and in collaboration with community organizations, IIHHS offers 
a dynamic and versatile environment for a year of service. Notable 
strengths include services for children and youth, rural families and 

foreign-born populations as well as intergenerational services and 
training and development for community health work. A focus for 

the year will be determined by assessment of current needs but also 
influenced by strengths and interests of the selected fellow. This posi­
tion reports primarily to the director ofiiHHS, who is also associate 

dean of the College of Health and Behavioral Studies. 

Fellowship with Montpelier 
Montpelier is the historic home of James and Dolley Madison, as well 
as multiple generations of slaves and workers who roiled on the Orange, 

Virginia, plantation. Montpelier was where James Madison shaped 
the ideas that would become the U.S. Constitution as he meticulously 

studied past forms of governments and organized his thoughts into 
what he believed were the ideal principles for a representative democ­
racy. Madison's ideas would become the "Virginia Plan," and later the 

framework for the Constitution. The Montpelier estate, which is open 

to the public, features the restored Madison home, gardens and cem­
eteries, archaeological sites and more than three miles afforest trails. 

Montpelier is also home to the Robert H. Smith Center for the 
Constitution, which offers world-class on-site and web-enabled 
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Local high-school students work together on physics and math 
problems during their Valley Scholars summer program in JMU's 
Student Success Center. Valley Scholars is one of three engage­
ment fellowships available to JMU graduates. 

educational programming. The center's goal is to inspire partici­
pation in civic dialogue, improve the public's understanding of 
the founding principles of the United States and enable citizens to 
deepen their informed participation in democracy. 

Fellowship with Valley Scholars 
The Valley Scholars program at JMU partners with school dis­
tricts in the Shenandoah Valley to identify and provide access 

and opportunity for students who have the desire and potential 
to attend college but face barriers in pursuit of their goal. Valley 

Scholars provides academic and social supports to students and 
families beginning in eighth grade with the goal of preparing 

scholars to be admitted to a competitive college or university. The 
program is comprehensive, with weekly mentor meetings and pro­

grams, each designed to expose students to a culture of lifelong 
learning. The Engagement Fellow works with program staff to 

enhance existing programs through the expansion of service to 
new students while also working to identify critical needs leading 

to greater success and positive outcomes for students progressing 
to high-school graduation. 

For more information on the JMU Engagement Fellows Program, 
visit j.mu/fellows. Q 

FALL 20 17 23 
1

et al.: JMU Engagement Fellows Program

Published by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2017


	tmp.1642005363.pdf.5HeqM

