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Derebe: Ethiopian Mine Action Office: Tackling Landmine Problems in Ethiopia

Ethiopian Mine Action Of ce: . .
Tackling Landmine Problems irEtthpla

Ethiopia’s landmine/unexploded ordnance problem is largely due to past wars and conicts.

The Ethiopian Mine Action Of ce was created in an attempt to alleviate the situation. This article

discusses the country’s history and the efforts made to make it safe.

thiopia has sufferedfrom a land-
Emine/unexploded)rdnanceproblem

for morethan severdecadesue to
the following successionf con icts, wars
and disputes:

The Italian invasion in 193

The Ethiopiaand Somaliacon ict,

1977-198

The dispute with Sudan in8®

TheEthiopianCivil War, 1975-1991

The recent con ict with Eritrea,

1998-2000

ThoughtheEthiopianLandmindmpact
Surveyesultmeedfurtherveri cation,the
preliminary ndings of the surveyindicate
that 2,443 squarekilometres(943 square
miles)of land containmines.Over1.9 mil-
lion peoplein Ethiopialive in landmine-
impacted communities,and the survey
identi ed 1,492 communitiesasimpacted
by landminesand UXO. Threeregionsin
particularare contaminatedTigray, Afar
and Somali.

To addresghis problem,EMAO was
establishedy the Ethiopian government
through the Council of Ministers
RegulatiorNo. 70/2001,underthe Of ce
of the PrimeMinister. EMAO actsasthe
government'$ocal point for management
of mine-action operationsand related
activities.It is responsibldor planning,
prioritization, accreditation, monitoring,
resourcemobilization, acquisitionof the
mine-informatiordatabasandothermine-
action activitiesthat supportthe nation’s
developmenprogram.EMAO is working
to apply the International Mine Action
Standardo the Ethiopiancontextlt seeks
to reducehethreatto thereturningpopula
tionsin thetargetarea®y removingand/or
marking minesto internationalhumani
tarianstandardsind by raisingthe capae
ity aswell asthe productivityof demining.
EMAO givesrst priority for clearancef
area closgoroximityto dwellingssecond
to landusedor agricultureandthird to any

landusedor grazingAsaresultof EMAQ's

humanitarian-deminingperationswhich

begann May 2002, morethan 20.28 mil-

lion squarenetregabout 8squaremiles)of

land infestedwith mineshasalreadybeen
clearedAbout 1,291 anti-personnehines,
209 anti-tankminesand 20410 piecesf

UXO havebeenfound anddestroyedwith

animmensenumberof fragmentgollected
and eliminated.

In the coming years, EMAO plans
to increasdts output considerablyThis,
of course,can be accomplishedhrough
proper utilization of its experienceand
by employingadditional demining assets
including machines.

In light of thesefacts,andif the ELIS
dataismoreorlessonsideretb fallaround
2 443 squar&ilometre$943 squareniles),
thentheimpacteccommunitieandmine-
infestedandswouldtakeanumberof years
to tackle.Thereforethe EMAO wouldlike
to employfurtheraccident-preventioneth
odsincludingusingdemining ail machines
andtakingvariousechnicaimeasuresnd
it isseekingdditionafundingto doso.The
OttawaConventior, which Ethiopiarati-

edin thefall of 2004, obligeghe country
to removeand destroyits emplacednti-
personnemineswithin 10years.

At presentthe six manualdemining
companiesthe mechanicatleminingma
chinesandthe dogteamsaredeployedn
the boundarief the three affectedre-
gionsof Ethiopia.Theseprioritizedareas
areall foundin the country’'sthreeheav
ily mine-affectedegions Eachcompany
iscompriseaf threel8-membeiplatoons
(oneTechnicalSurveyandtwo clearance
platoons). Additionally, each company
is assigne@ Quality-assuranc®f cer.?
Mine-risk education and community-
liaisonactivityaroundthe deminingarea
are alsocore activitiesrun by EMAQO’s
skilled professionalsThe EMAO MRE
programwasestablisheith March2002and
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isprovidedby manyvillage-levahskforces.
Community-liaisonOf cers are found in
Gulomekeda, Ahferom, Tahtay Adiabo,
Merebleke,Kafta Humera (Tigray) and
Elidaar (Afarj.
EMAOplangoacquirenoremechanical-
deminingmachinesaind expandthe mine-
detectiordogprogranto bedeployedn the
next mine-clearancactivities which will
be integratedwith its existingintegrated
mine-clearandercesg

See Endnotes, page 110
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