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Latin America

About the Organization

The Organization of American States (OAS) is the oldest regional organi-
zation in the world, whose principle idea of creating an association of states in
the Western Hemisphere dates to the 19* cencury. The Charter of the Organi-
zation, adopted in Bogotd, Colombia in 1948, declares that the promotion and
consolidation of representative democracy is one of its central principles. The
actions that the OAS has undertaken to promote democracy in the Hemisphere
have varied since its foundation, but the basis for these actions has remained
affixed to democratic ideals. Through the years, the Organization has become
more actively involved in its support for democratic governance in the Ameri-
cas.

In 1990, the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy was established within
the OAS General Secretariat to provide guidance and support to member states
to strengthen their democratic institutions and procedures. The Units main
objective is to provide effective and immediate response to OAS member states
requesting advice or assistance in modernizing or strengthening their political
institutions and democratic processes. One of the priority program areas of the
Unit is Comprehensive Action against Anti-personnel Mines. Since 1995, the
Unit has been responsible for the general coordination and supervision of OAS
mine action cfforts, with the technical support of the Inter-American Defense

Board.

AICMA is constantly searching
for new technologies to increase the
speed, efficiency and safety of clearance
operations. With the financial support
of the Unired States, a mine detection
dog component has been used within
the program since 1999 to enhance
area reduction and quality control sys-

tems. In the near furure, mechanical
clearance equipment will be intro-
duced into Nicaragua with both U.S.
and Japanese assistance.

In collaboration with the Swed-
ish Government, a pilot program has

Published by JMU Scholarly Commons, 2001

been operating in Nicaragua since
1997 to assist with the physical and
psychological rehabilitation of mine
victims. More than 300 people who
have no social security or other insur-
ance benefits have been provided with
transportation from their communities
to the program’s rehabilitation center,
as well as lodging,
nourishment, pros-
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theses, therapy and
medications.

As the scope of
mine action activities
expands, partner-
ships with other in-
ternational and non-
governmental organi-
zations are taking on
greater importance.
Significant coopera-
tion with the United
Nations is maintained on several
projects, including the establishment
of a mine action database, which was
funded by a grant from the U.N. Mine
Action Service. AICMA is also devel-
oping a joint mine risk education and
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landmine accident prevention project
with UNICEF that will target children
in Nicaragua. Important efforts are also
being made to coordinate AICMA’s
victim assistance component with
other international programs in con-
junction with the Pan American
Health Organization, the Center for
International Rehabilitation, the Cen-
tral American Bank for Economic In-
tegration and the Inter-American
Council for Integral Development.
Other significant collaboration contin-
ues with important mine action non-
governmental organizations, including
the Canadian Landmine Foundation,
International Campaign to Ban Land-
mines, Landmine Monitor, Landmine
Survivors’ Network, Mine Action
Group, Survey Action Center and Las
Damas de las Americas.

The countries that benefit from
this program have made a significant
commitment to sustain their national
efforts to eliminate the mine problem,
but their efforts require continued in-
ternational support to succeed. With
sustained and enthusiastic assistance
from the donor community, the goal
of making the Western Hemisphere a
mine-free zone as soon as possible is
both tangible and achievable.
Demining in Central America should
be completed by the end of 2001 in
Honduras, 2002 in Costa Rica, 2004
in Nicaragua and 2005 in Guatemala.
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