


survivors. Bur cerrainly ir affects them 
111 so man y ways. There's an 
organizarion-CVD, Cambodia Vision 
and Development-char works with 
vulnerable people; most of them are 
land mine victims. If you can imagine the 
area and the land in Cambodia, I mean 
there are hardly any roads in big parts of 
the country. T he roads they have, in the 
rainy season, beco me just mud. So, if 
you're somebody that has just one leg, 
or blind with no arms and you have 
children and you're trying to work, and 
earn some money, and rake care of your 
home, ir's hard enough to be a parent 
and do all of cha r normall y. I r seems 
impossible and probably would be 
impossible wirhour rhe help of a lor of 
these organizations. Organizations like 
CVD pur a lot of these people rogerher 
so they can work in a group. They are 
amazing. T hen you go ro some places 
where it's so hard for them to access limbs, 
depending where they are in rhe country. 
And young chi ldren, if they survive and 
rhey have lost a limb, rheir bod ies are 
sti ll growing so they have to go back quite 
often. They don't have cars o r local 
hospitals. lr's a big trek to go in and find 
somebody who wi ll volunteer to refit you 
and shave rhe bone down. They are going 
to have char their whole life because rhey 
are growing. lr's a really horrible thing. 

JL· Wh1l ou we n Camood1o o 
Pok to'l or Afr a d1d you ver 

p r:;onolly fee m donge h •c ou of 
ondm nt:> or uny othc 1 

Well , landm ines specifica lly would 
be Cambodi a. Yeah, I went off into 
certa in areas where you were just told char 
noth ing had expl oded in this area 
therefore ir's not considered a high-risk 
area, bur you along with everybody else 
sray on a very clear path that has already 
been walked. You don't srray from ir. You 
know in the middle of rhe night when I 
had to go use the bath room in rhe bushes 
and was nor really sure where rhe path 
was. lr's crazy rhe rhoughr rhar you rea lly 
don't know, and for people ro live like 
that all the rime. There were rimes when 
we would go wanderi ng off in Cambodia 
and had ro be extremely careful where 

we were going and ro know the area. For 
anybody rhar works in any kind of 
demining or any kind of humanitarian 
aid work, there is danger and ir's always 
a high risk area. 

ll: I om ure yoL hav m t an 
nflul nt ol pt o I and h('ard man 
1rnozrr g 5toru~s Are ther any a 

th ell.p nences thnt yo w ulc 
1k to ">han• 

There are so many. Really irs just 
person afrer person in every different 
country rhar has a life rhar I can't even 
imagine and has gone through horror 
rhar I can't even imagine. And yer, in every 
country, every family was more generous 
rhan I have mer in other counrries with 
rheir rime or whatever rhey had. Trying 
to find food or rea or something and give 
you a smile, and [they] are so grateful 
for what they had lefr-an unbroken 
spirit. And that was remarkable for me 
rhar that was nor specific to o ne place o r 
one person. T hat continues to be the 
majo ri ty of these people out there. For 
whatever reason, I don't know why, but 
they've learned someth ing in their 
suffering and their struggle rhar we have 
lost touch with. 

JL· WI a d yo b g a 
A be odor for UNHCR ho I n 
fort 0 9 IZOt 0 

I hope it has brought more awareness. 
That's all ! can hope for. J know what ir's 
done for me, bur I hope it has brought 
more awareness. I feel ir has because 
people tend to ask me questions, and I 
have received a lor of letters from young 
people ta lking abour the things they are 
doing to make a d ifference. And that's 
been a very nice thing because I didn't 
ger letters like char before. The mosr 
imporrant thing, or the thing J think I 
accomplished most was going to rhese 
places and sitting down wirh rhe families 
for about an hour, and I think ... what 
matters most of all is that you go our of 
your way to sit down with people and 
listen to their stories and calk with them 
and show them somebody cares and is 
listening . 
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Jl. D you hove ny 
u th th 
um n1t a p ogre s or mer 

f1 ally ondm n o g n zat on 

Yes, with landmines, well rhe film [ 
just fin ished deals with a lor of things 
bur it also deals with landmines wh ich 
has been great, a very interesting thing 
w have the whole crew learni ng about, 
the effects of landmines. But yes, I 
certainly will. We were just in Namibia, 
and I am more aware of chat area. T hat 
area is ... changing and I don't know if 
we will understa nd more about rhe 
landmine situation the re. And in 
Afghanistan, I'm sure with UNHCR 
moving back in rhere will be a lor rhey 
will be dealing with, and they will be 
dealing with working hand in hand with 
deminers. And in Cambodia, I have ... 
funded some schools and I plan to move 
w Cambodia, and have a house there and 
a place to li ve. So all of rhar has to be 
dem ined. The schools have already been 
dem in ed. The land wi ll have to be 
demined. There's also organizations roo, 
like the Campaign ro Ban Landmines. 
I've met with Jody Williams, and spent 
some rime with her, we've had an evening 
ar rhe house to raise awareness. There's a 
lor ro do. Hopefully, it will stop all rhe 
manufacturing and everybody will sign 
off, because that's what has to happen 
before anything. 

IL: Do you hov any f 1tur plan 
Nth NHCR 

I will be in Washington for Refugee 
Week, and chen its looks I ike I'm off to 

South America. • 
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Educating the United States: 
Landmines In and Out of the Classroom 

Enthusiastic students are giving back t o their g loba l community as U.S. 
Department of State-assisted londmine education programs are being 
launched in grammar schools, colleges and universities across the notion. 
In these programs, students o re g iven a chance to both lea rn more about 
the global londmine crisis and to act ively contribut e to the m ine action 
community. 

by Susanna Sprinkel, MAIC 

Introduction 

Most U.S. citizens cannot even 
imagine rhe ex rent of the land mine rhrear 
rhar exists worldwide, as ir is one prob­
lem they wi II probably never have to face. 
Assisted by the U.S. Department of State, 
a variety of programs have been enacted 
to educate students about the global 
landm ine crisis. T hese programs nor only 
help spread awareness to U.S. communities, 
but they also get more people involved in 
mine action. Many people believe that the 
youth of wday hold the future in rhe palm 
of rhei r hands; these programs open a win-

dow of opportunity for students to actively 
improve their future on a global level. 

outhwest Missouri State 
:Jniversity Landmine 
tudies 

Background 
In 2000, rhe political science depart­

ment at Southwest Missouri State Uni­
versity (SMSU) enacted a Landm ine 
Stud ies Program that focuses on 
demin ing and survivor assistance. This 
program is coordinated by Ken Ruther­
ford, a land mine survivor and co-founder 
of Landmine Survivors Network (LSN). 
SMSU houses a number of resources that 
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enhance Landmine Studies, such as an 
extensive UN depository library, an ex­
cellent Model United Nations group, and 
the Department of State's Ann ual Muskie 
Fellowship, which al lows students and 
facul ty from mine-affected countries to 
attend SMSU. Aside from spreading 
awareness in and out of the classroom, 
chis program includes a variety of acti vi ­
ties to directly involve students in rhe 
mine action community and uses local 
television and radio broadcasts to extend 
the word beyond campus. 

On-Campus Activities 
Land mine Studies at SMSU includes 

various activities on and off campus. On­
campus demonstrations have included a 
Shoe Pi le Commemoration, a Petition 
Drive, and a visit from guest speaker Jody 
Williams, of the International Campaign 
ro Ban Land mines (ICBL) . The Shoe Pile 
Commemoration demonstrated a 
landmine being detonated every 22 min­
utes. Students began wirh a pile of shoes 
at 8:00 a.m. and added a pai r every 22 

A few of the 
SMSU students 
involved in 
organizing and/ 
or participating 
in the shoe-pile 
event gathered 
for a m id­
morning picture. 
c/o Ken 
Rutherford 




