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over its thoroughness and there were sev-
eral incidents while following it up. In
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Mozambique and
Angola, a variety of rollers and bulldozer
techniques have been used with very poor
results.

The only ground processing tool
that has performed properly is another
example of an existing machine being
modified for demining. Very successful
at processing the piles of mines and earth
left by bulldozers and graders, MgM’s
ROTAR Mk 2 sifts the soil mechanically,
retaining mines and ordnance in its
armoured bucket. It also includes an ex-
tending arm and mulcher (on the rear)
which makes it especially versatile.
Aftica is often thought of as a “poor

relation” to the sophisticated West. Its
demining is often underfunded and any
R&D is usually undertaken on a financial
knife-edge, but in terms of the development
of useful demining equipment—its suc-
cesses speak for themselves. Even when
the “host” machine is manufactured else-
where, the design concepts originated in
Southern Africa and the assembly of off-
the-shelf parts took place there. ®
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* All photos courtesy of the author except the Mini-
Mulcher, courtesy of Michael Eblers, Mg,

B (Left) The first mini-mulcher during a trial at the end
of May 2002. (Below) The MgM Tree shear carties a
large trunk out of the mined area.
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M The ROTAR Mk2 at work in
Mozambique.
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