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DEVELOPMENT OF COMPO-
SITION COURSES AROUND
FUNCTIONAL CENTERS

An examination of courses of study .
shows two prevailing tendencies in the
construction of composition curricu-
lums around functional centers.

agreement that social utility should

be the primary consideration in se-
lecting and organizing the materials of in-
struction in composition courses. Research
studies in the field of English have sought to
facilitate the application of this principle to
curriculum construction through systematic
investigations of the language needs of
practical daily life. The report! of Clapp’s
Committee on the Place and Function of
English in American Life marks a definite
step in this direction. After ascertaining the
language activities reported by 2,615 adults
representing an impressive sampling of va-
rious occupational, educational, and geo-
graphical groups, the Committee recom-
mends :

3- T PRESENT there is rather general

The schools might well devote more attention to
a number of language activities which, according
to the returns, are widely used by persons of the
many callings and social groups reporting, and
which are reported as giving much difficulty. The
activities in particular are: Interviews: word-of-
mouth inquiries, reports to a superior, instructions
for subordinates, conferences. Conversation : with
casual acquaintances, at social gatherings, over the
telephone. Public speaking: informal discussion,
preparing addresses. Writing : informal notes and
memos for one’s self ; formal notes of invitation,
introduction, etc. Reading: legal documents. Lis-
tening : to an interview, a conference, or a public

meeting.

Even more definitely helpful because of
its practical illustrations is Roy Ivan John-
son's English Expression: A Study in Cur-

1Clapp, John M. (Chairman)—The Place of
English in American Life. Report of an Investi-
gation by a Committee of the National Council
of Teachers of English. Chicago: National Coun-
cil of Teachers of English, 1926, p. 46. See also
English Journal, Vol. XV, No. 2 (February,

1926), pages 110-134.
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riculum Building.? Recognizing that “hu-
man needs, measured by individual and so-
cial standards, must be the ultimate justifi-
cation of the school’s curriculum,” Johnson
secured from 208 women lists of life activi-
ties involving the practice of either oral or
written composition. Not only activities
which had actually been performed but also
those which the individual “had been called
upon to perform and would have performed
if she had been capable of doing so” were
listed. After compiling a list of seventy-
three type activities in order of frequency,
Johnson classified them into nine functional
centers, or major types of English expres-
sion: (1) letters, (2) conversation, (3)
group discussion, (4) formal discussion, (5)
reports, (6) personal memoranda, (7) spec-
ial-occasion talks, (8) directions, instruc-
tions, and explanations, (9) story telling.
These centers account for approximately
eighty per cent of the English usage record-
ed in the individual lists.

According to Johnson,? the use of ex-
pressional activities as criteria for the de-
termination of the content of the course re-
sults in restricting subject-matter to (1)
principles involved in the effective perform-
ance of the activities and (2) practice in the
application of the principles of effectiveness
by performing the activities as frequently as
needful for the cultivation of the desired
abilities. Johnson then uses his first func-
tional center to illustrate the activity analy-
sis technique, attacking the problem from
two points of view: (1) the characteristics
of a good letter and (2) the difficulties stu-
dents encounter in writing letters.

That the value of such an approach to
curriculum-making in composition courses
is being generally recognized is evident
from the report of the North Central Asso-
ciation Committee on College Entrance Re-

2Published by the Public School Publishing
Company, Bloomington, Illinois, 1926. 3

30p. cit., p. 40.
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