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No video

HANNAH MOSES: Today is December 10, 2014. This is our second interview. Some of the questions I had were just a few follow-up questions and then talking a lot about history.

MARITES CORTES: Okay.

MOSES: So you talked about in your last interview how you had never planned on coming to the United States. It was not like you had a dream to come to the US. You had never planned on coming here.

CORTES: Yes.

MOSES: What, growing up, did you know about the United States? Was that--was it a country you were familiar with?

CORTES: Not really. I heard about it. I heard a lot of my friends’ family, most of them is like--well, I heard that this is a nice country and the people when they come home as we look at them, they are so rich. They got stuff from here. They’re just that--maybe when I was young I feel like this is a very rich country so people come and work or stay here because this is a nice place. And I always see people from here--or the Filipino that came from here--they go home and the people, their neighbors talking a lot about them and saying, Oh, good, they bring this and bring--just, in other word that this people that come from United States are very, very rich. Well they can see because they build house there. They get nice house, nice stuff. That’s all. But I never did think of coming here. (laughs) No, because I love Philippines.

MOSES: You said that you had the option of becoming a Spanish citizen when you married but you chose to remain Filipino because you’re very nationalistic and very proud of being from the Philippines.

CORTES: Yes.

MOSES: So what made you eventually decide to become an American citizen?

CORTES: Okay. What really made me decide is when we came--we were here--when we came in 1990 from Liberia. Liberia had civil war going on so we came here to take, like, refuge to the place of my mom. We stayed with them. The kids were growing and we had to send them to school. So they started school and then with Alexis, my son, he was diagnosed. We went to for a diagnostic--. Well, we went to a place where he was diagnosed to being a--have special--how you call this one?

break in recording, video resumes

CORTES: He’s a special child.

MOSES: Special needs?

CORTES: Special needs, yes. So he was put in a special school. Something like, it’s in the public school but they have Special Ed? Special education. And I think from that time on dawned in my mind that there is help for him here and he can be accepted. And people like him is accepted. And I think that’s the main thing. Because I tried--in my country, in Philippines, I did not hear anything. I have not seen anyone that goes to school there who has a special need. Most of the people with the kids that have Special Ed were being hidden, you know? And here it’s like an opportunity for my son to enjoy life like any normal person. And there’s help from government. There’s the school that will teach that will accept him. So this is opportunity for him. And I think, I think it’s one of the--it’s the main reason why I stay--we stay--because of that.

MOSES: That makes sense, that’s a big reason.

CORTES: Mm-hmm. I want him to be happy, enjoy life. No I don’t want to hide him. So that’s why we’re here.

MOSES: Do you think in the Philippines, why do they hide your children with the special needs? Because I’ve had friends where that’s true.

CORTES: They are ashamed mostly, I think it’s them ashame. Because I think Filipinos have, 'specially people that are with means, that are--how is it, rich?--they are ashame I think to show their kids like that--being like that. Also protection. From other people, they don’t want them to be harmed or they don’t want them to be ridiculed. So it’s mainly protection and being that deprived of the Filipinos.

MOSES: Was it hard for you to give up your Filipino citizenship and become an American citizen?

CORTES: For me it was a little bit hard, right, yes. But because--back again. I mean, to give up my citizenship, you said? Are you trying to talk to me how I was able to--?

MOSES: Just the emotions for you. Was it--

CORTES: I wasn’t thinking anymore about that. What I was thinking really was my son’s future. For me, I love my son and I want him to be happy. So I just forget about my citizenship and I was told that to become an American citizen is much better because of the privilege of being an American than just having the green card. So I went for it.

MOSES: Makes sense. Would you describe yourself as, or do you identify as a Filipino, a Filipino American, American, Filipino Spanish American--what would you call yourself? (laughs)

CORTES: (laughs) Yeah, why you say because I’ve been to different places. I am really a Filipino by heart, but I have been to different countries and I have learn a lot of things so I’m more like modified. A modified American. How I said, the Filipino ways that are not applicable here, I kind of shade it. How you call it? Leave it. Yeah and I adopted ways here. But not everything I can do. Because I am still really very conservative in nature. But I don’t blame. I don’t judge other people because in America morality is, how you say it, not existing? And I, for myself, is kind--especially now that I know God is--I have a very tough time. So I just want to follow what God wants me to do. Yeah, I am Filipino by heart, but I know there are ways that--there are some ways of the Filipino that cannot be used or applied here, so I have to adjust myself. Accept the good things in America and be more--be able to--how you call this one?--be able to embrace the good American ways that I think good and can better myself.

MOSES: So what are some of the Filipino ways that you don’t think work well in America?

CORTES: Hmm, the Filipino ways? It being very submissive--submissive. (laughs) Being submissive is not good. I’m now able to talk what I feel and what I want, being able to communicate. Being able to multitask because I know one way the Filipino they’re so laid back, way, way. And in America I was told by my mom, if I don’t work faster, and don’t multitask, I won’t be able to survive here. So, I adopted the multitasking thing here in America, be able to do a lot of things in one time. More independent because a lot of Filipinos are very dependent. I’m a woman, very dependent on their man. And doing my best to do things by myself. If there’s help, good. If there’s no help at least I don’t have to wait. It’s the waiting that I can’t survive without help. If I have to do it I do it. Then what other Filipino ways? I’m not shy anymore! (laughs) Filipinos are, I mean, shy. Filipinos are like, yeah, like I said, submissive. The husband is always the head of the household and you said to the husband what he said. But being here now, I said, I don’t want that. I want more or less equality with the guy. I want respect. I want to share things, household work or something. I like that. I prefer that than just me doing it all alone because that’s what the Filipinas are, most of them, that’s how we are reared. To be a wife--. To take care of our husband--. It’s okay as long as, for me, I think it’s okay if he love me and he does things for me. I’ll do everything. What I can do, I do my best to make him happy but not that being like a servant to him. No, I don’t want that kind of treatment. It’s like I’d rather have the give and take kind. I don’t know what else that the Filipino. Well, driving--the same thing is being dependent but, yeah, driving and going to places. Always waiting for the husband or always asking for permission to go somewhere. I’m sorry, I’m not that anymore. I’m being a single mom, yes, I think that’s why it’s different. So I think that’s all. Anything?

MOSES: What are some--those are the Filipino things that don’t work in America, what are some of the Filipino traits that you have kept?

CORTES: Ahh, the one I keep? Did I keep something? (laughs) Have I keep something? Well I still--like I said, I’m very conservative in my way, because I cannot--well I’m not saying--it’s just--I don’t know how to say it. (laughs) It’s a hard question. Yeah, because it’s more or less it’s with--I do respect older people and I try not to--I observe and I try not to make them feel bad. And sometimes I go around the bush so I don’t make them feel bad, other people. I keep being hospitable. Yeah, nice to guests. Just being nice. And to respect and say how to say hello when you see somebody--goodnight and all those kind of things. Yeah and the respect of older people, I keep it. That’s my main thing I think. And visitors--visitors eat first. Yeah, I think that’s being hospitable. Yeah.

MOSES: So do you see in yourself, or among the Filipinos that you know, a conflict maybe between people or in themselves as they try and decide how much to adapt to American values and how much to preserve of their Filipino values, and when they come and clash--do you see that as a struggle that other Filipinos go through? Or as a group and other immigrants have to work through?

CORTES: Let me think.

MOSES: It’s long, kind of rambling. So, this conflict between American values that clash with Filipino values.

CORTES: Yeah.

MOSES: Is that a struggle that you see happening in other people as well?

CORTES: I think like--we talk about earlier that--we do have personalities. And some--and I think it’s so hard to say because I have changed so much. And in relation to my spirituality or to God, I know I think, yeah people have struggles with that. But now I know for me, I don’t have that struggle because I know what I want. I know what God wants so I can--I know I can distinguish things. But for other people, they don’t know so they have struggle. I think only--we have struggle if we don’t understand things but once we know and we understand and we know what we want, I don’t think there’s struggle in there.

MOSES: Mentioned what we were talking about earlier, we talked about how one conflict that comes up sometimes is a conflict between generational expectations. Can you talk about that?

CORTES: The older people?

MOSES: Yeah, you don’t have to name names.

CORTES: No names. The older people expect to be--the older people in our country, they expect to be followed. They expect to be right all the time. And I think for the older people it’s very hard for them sometimes to have the younger ones saying something to them because they might thing that’s disrespect--that’s rude. It just sometimes as you grow older also they always say that they get more sensitive on things. But then, like my mom--anyways, they have very strong personalities and then they want to have--it’s just some people I think that, that are not flexible. And for those people that they only know one thing or they’re not exposed to different culture. It’s really I think a struggle for them to. It’s just because there’s no way for them to see things and when they come here it will take time before they will be exposed to that same thing and they realize that Oh, okay, it’s alright.

Because like, I can say an example in my mom’s side, she expect like marriage before anything else--to stay together--but then a lot of things then the family--then sometimes they just stay together without marriage. So now my mom said, well, that’s up to them. They’re big enough. They’re old enough. As long as they will not give me problem, that’s okay. I think she just give up now because culture here is different than ours. But that’s my mom. But then I have a sister who is still very much Philippine culture and she measure things like, you’re not supposed to be that, you don’t come here. She always have this thing against Filipina marrying foreigner to be able to come over here. Like she feels like they’re just using them so they can come over here because--or they’re using because they want to get out of our--their life that home that very miserable, poor or something. So I said, That’s okay. I think people are like that. It’s normal. A lot of people wants to come this way because they think this is a dream place where they can have better life. Then where they can be able to work and maybe able to help support, because that’s still the Filipino way is they send money to home--their family. So people, I heard a lot of people married, still married, and the husband send some money home to the family--the woman. Yeah, because I think if you are also--I feel like if I am in their case too I said, I will do my best to work or send back. I don’t know if I can marry just for that. I don’t think so. I--not me. I cannot marry anyone just to commit myself, that kind of situation. I don’t think I can. I don’t know. But I don’t judge other people too because they have their own thing. They know more.

MOSES: So that’s a reason why a Filipino might marry an American. Why would--why are there so many foreigners, not just Americans, looking to marry Filipinas?

CORTES: Well, you know the things is--I’ve heard that Filipinas are really, you know how we are reared. We are trained to become wife, mother. So Filipina are the best--for me is the best wife to be for any foreigners because they will really take care of them and the family. Where else you can find somebody who will take care of a guy! The guy will go and work but when he comes home here comes the wife, taking good care of him. Treating him like a king. Where can you find it? Yeah, they will serve you! The Filipina serve their men! Take care of the house! I don’t know if other countries, other cultures that do it. Maybe I don’t know if only Filipina. I don’t know if the other Asian countries, maybe they’re the same way, I don’t know. But yeah, Filipinas are reared to become a wife. Be a good wife, a good mom. And take care of their husbands like kings. So that’s why I think a lot of men want a Filipina.

MOSES: Makes sense. What advice would you give to Americans to help them understand Filipinos and avoid any cultural misunderstandings? If there was a new Filipino who moved to Harrisonburg or to the Shenandoah Valley, what advice would you like to give their neighbors to help them understand the Filipinas so there is no misunderstanding?

CORTES: Oh. That’s kind of hard too, though, because if it’s me, I won’t have problem because I’m very outgoing. With some Filipinos that’s coming from other, from Philippines straight, I think they are almost like any--I have some neighbors from Honduras or from other countries, they just stay home. They kind of hide from people, from their neighbors. But you know what? Filipinos really mostly are very friendly people. They are shy but they are very friendly. So I just hope that they have good neighbors also. You see? Because Filipinos, if you make friends with them, they are very giving. So I do not know what to say with that!

MOSES: That’s okay.

CORTES: (laughs) Yeah.

MOSES: Did you ever, living here in the United States, did you ever experience any discrimination either for being Filipino, Asian, a woman--?

CORTES: Oh yeah, a woman? Yeah, at work. I work--I feel I was discriminated because I was a woman. And I was not given an interview for the position I applied for. And I know I was the most qualified person and they give it to a much younger guy, a man, to get the position. It was a supervisory position. I was--I feel discriminated in that. For me sometimes there are lots of people that want to discriminate me. I kind of feel something like that. But I don’t really look at it because I feel like if you look at it like that the more they will discriminate you. So I just let it go and do the best way that I can, and move on. Yeah. For a woman, like I said. What else discrimination--one time I feel like being discriminated because maybe the way I talk? I don’t talk like the Americans. Or it might just be a jealousy kind of thing? They just don’t want also to be--how to say it?--I just feel like insecurity in their part. Because and then telling them that they are this, their mom are this, at work, this was like, they are nurses and all this, you know how they are. And I never say anything about me until I was asked. I never tell them. When they know that my dad was a doctor so they stop talking about their mom being nurse here and there. Then when they learn that I work, I came from different places, I been in different places then they stop bragging things. That’s all. So I think it was just like, insecurity in their part.

MOSES: Speaking of being different places, you said that here in the United States, when you moved to Harrisonburg, a lot of Hispanics have gotten to know you and you’ve practiced your Spanish a lot. Some of the books I’ve been reading for this project, they say that sometimes Filipinos identify more with Hispanics than with other Asians because they have the legacy of Spanish colonialism and Catholicism in common with those from Latin America and not with the rest of Asia. Do you feel like you identify with the Hispanics at all? Do you find commonality with them as opposed to say, Vietnamese or Chinese?

CORTES: With me, because I speak the language, it’s easier for me to have this relationship with the Spanish speaking. With the Vietnamese its kind of hard because I don’t speak their language and the Vietnamese hardly speaks English. But we smile and I can identify--I don’t know, I always feel like that kind of feeling of closeness with foreigners. Any foreigners. Because I can identify that we come from different country. That’s my feeling. I can be friend with everyone anyways but yeah, with other countries and especially when they need help--I mean--I’m more--I wouldn’t say I’m willing for everyone but I’m more willing to help them.
MOSES: Speaking of colonialism. Well, this might be reaching really far back to school, (laughs) a long time ago, so if you don’t remember that’s okay. But do you remember being taught about the Spanish and American colonial period when you were in school? Is that something that you ever remember being taught in the Philippines?

CORTES: That was I think when I was in elementary grade. Yeah. That was long time ago. I don’t know if I remember those things.

MOSES: Do you remember if your textbooks or your teachers, way back when--it’s okay if you don’t, it was a long time ago--comment on the American colonial period and how the Philippines came under American control?

CORTES: I have a vague, it’s kind of vague for me for that thing. I know that MacArthur came and helped the Filipinos so, during the third world war? The Second World War. No, it’s not the third world war, it’s the second World War. Yeah, he came there and help us free from the Japanese? Yeah. I know there was a navy, American Navy, but then I’m not--I have not been in Philippines for a long time so I don’t really know how it happened that they let the navy go. There was a big--I’ve not been to that place too. I forgot the name. It’s somewhere in Luzon.
MOSES: Subic?

CORTES: Subic Bay, yeah. I don’t know how many Americans were there. It’s a big one, right? What I hear that Americans want that place, it’s a strategic location for them if something happened because its one of the best place so they wanted to have that place. But then I think during one president thing, I don’t know if it’s Aquino or somebody, they let them go. So I can’t--I think Ate Luz will be very good on that. I was out and I was not thinking about it when I was in Africa. I was just thinking about my kids and when I go to school I was thinking with just my family. I wasn’t thinking about those political issues.

MOSES: Did you follow--I mean you’ve got your family to take care of and your family to raise, and all your travels around the world--did you try and keep updated with events in the Philippines or just it didn’t really affect you?

CORTES: It didn’t really affect me. I was not--I feel like I left it. Yeah, I heard from my relatives something but not the political thing. My families were in good shape. That was more important for me. Not politics.

MOSES: Yeah. Do you think being under the Spanish rule or under the American rule--do you think that there is a legacy from that that has maybe impacted the Filipino culture or personality?

CORTES: Well, yeah--what do you call this one--especially the Spanish colonization because they been there for a long time, 300 years. And they were the one who spread Christianity. So that’s impacted our culture, how Filipino think. Being more as the Catholic religion. And the Santo Niño. We have Santo Niño--one of the oldest one, the black Santo Niño, in our family. For a very long time it’s still there and it’s the--they send the priest, you know, like in fiesta. Let’s say, we have our place, the name is Tingub, it’s a small town, yeah, a small town and it’s part of Mandaue. Mandaue is the--it’s a big city. I’m from Cebu City, I mean, Cebu province. The Cebu Island, that is, I think there’s six cities in it. But one of the cities, Mandaue--and my family, my mom’s family comes from the--the name of the town is Tingub. I was told about Tingub. I didn’t know about this. Tingub is a small town and it was mostly the people, long time ago the owner were just family members. My great grandmom and they’re like seven of them, cousins--no, seven of them sisters. 

And we have that in our--in her family, she the one that keep the Santo Niño, the small black Santo Niño. Now they’re having the fiesta in April twenty-eight, they celebrate the fiesta of Santo Niño and they have their--they’re able to make chapel. Also, there’s a chapel now, before there was not. Now they--like the whole family, mom and the other cousins and all, and some people--my great great grandparents donated the place and they have a chapel there now. For that so they celebrate the fiesta on the twenty-eighth of April. So that’s the most important thing with these--colonization of the Spaniards--is the Christianity. Yeah, and also the way we behave. That’s impacted on the way we behave. Yeah and some--the pride, I think that’s where we get some of our pride too from the Spanish--yeah, and not much that we have a lot of people coming from even the Chinese and some from the Indonesians. We get some of their characters. But Filipinos blood is so mixed that we get everyone. Western, the Asians, and European. So we got a lot of mixture blood. So, I don’t know anymore. It was a mixture of cultures! Filipinos really is the result of a mixed cultures. You can see their traits and even their features.

MOSES: So what, you mentioned there was not just Catholicism but Spanish also impacted Filipino character and behavior. Can you elaborate on that?

CORTES: I think like the Spanish they are--I’m not going to say that the long nose, thinking of being there--how to say it in English--

MOSES: Superior?

CORTES: The blood, the hot blood. They are easy, hot-blooded Filipinos--you say the hot-blooded.

MOSES: Hot tempered?

CORTES: Yeah, hot tempered. Easy, I think that’s a Spanish character too. I don’t know the others. I forgot about--I was reading about the history of Philippines and our way of like fun loving is not--I don’t’ know if it’s Spanish culture, they like fiestas. Celebrating fiestas, I think that’s Spanish also. And for us, respect of older people I think they are more on the Chinese way, we got those from the Chinese. They are very family-oriented. Yeah, remember the Chinese? Yeah. And the fun-loving--I don’t know the Indonesian are also--it’s just a mixture of stuff. I don’t know anymore. I don’t know anymore! (laughs) The truth is I don’t even know anymore.

MOSES: So speaking of Spanish, when you married a foreigner, a non-Filipino, did anyone in your family or did you know anyone who commented on that?

CORTES: Oh, my mom of course! (laughs) My mom, my great--my grandmom. They were scared that my ex-husband will not treat me well, because I’m Filipino and he is Spanish. They think of being Spanish are very dominant. You know how we are treated before by the Spanish people. Yeah, we are not treated--it was not a very good history. We’re like slaves. It was like slavery. So they were like--they were kind of scared for me, why I’m marrying and beside also my ex-husband is fifteen years older than me. So they were just also hesitant for me to marry him. So they say something, don’t marry, why you have to marry? Yeah my grandma said, No, I hope he will treat you good! Poor grandma.

MOSES: Because they were remembering about the colonialism and the Spanish characteristics then so they were concerned.

CORTES: Yeah they were concerned how the Spanish people were bad to them, I think.

MOSES: Did you ever experience any surprise on his family’s part or from other Spaniards that you met that he married a Filipina?

CORTES: I think they were surprised--they were his family. Because he was in his thirties, I was only in twenties--thirty-five, he was thirty-five. And the family thought that he would never marry. And here comes, he get married with a Filipina. So, things happen, you cannot tell. Things happen for a reason.

MOSES: So your grandma and your mom saw him through the lens and the background of the Spanish colonialism in the Philippines. But his family, when they saw you, they were just surprised that he married and not that he married a Filipina.

CORTES: Yeah, that he’s married, and Filipina, and young! (laughs) Before I got married with him, we were not really even--we were not--we did not have the relationship. I went to Spain just to--just for a vacation. I went for a vacation. I think it was like a two weeks or one month vacation. And I stop by to his parents’ house. And I was young, and the mom, his mom was like, she was very nice with me and even wanted to comb my hair, I had so long hair. And I was treated like a kid! A young kid! (laughs) And then later and two months after I went back, two, three months after, he comes. He told his mom that he’s getting married. To me! So I bet they were shocked but I was not able to--he didn’t tell me.

MOSES: Interesting. Going to talk about different cultures now among the Filipino group here in the Shenandoah Valley. You have Filipinos from many different language groups and different areas of the Philippines. Is there any difficulty that you see--especially with a position of leadership, so you might see things that other people do not--do you notice is it sometimes difficult to find commonality if you’re from different parts of the Philippines? If your first language is different than your fellow Filipinos first language?

CORTES: It does, I think, it has some kind of--it effects to relationship because, I’ve noticed, heard a lot--even my mom’s cousins they--that, like the Visayan they like to be--stand with the Visaya. Because and then the Tagalogs, or the Luzons, stay with them. Really for the Visaya they have a tough time, hard time to speak Tagalog because they’re so used of the Visayan language. And it’s kind of hard even though we learn it from school, it’s so good to just be natural and talk feely than using the other dialect where one has to think what to say. Isn’t it? It’s normal I think for anyone. It’s more easier to speak your own dialect with the same group of people. You see, there’s like--there’s some words in our dialect that has different meaning in the other dialect. Example, just an example, is langam. In Cebuano or Visayan, langam is a bird, bird that flies! Langam in Tagalog is ant! (laughs) You see the difference? Yeah! So there’s so many--there are some--if you’re not careful you might say something that is even bad word for other island. So that affects a lot. It’s more free to speak the same dialect then going to speak the different dialect. I mean I think it’s normal.

MOSES: So is that something you have to work on or just encourage the people of the group so there’s cohesiveness even though they’re not always able to speak their first language? How do you build unity?

CORTES: How do I build unity? I would like to say that for me I’m a person that like to connect with everyone, and my common goal is to find something in common with everyone. Or have a common goal. Because really it’s very--there should be something in common with everyone but then having the same goal--if we--like for this organization is--we already say something of preserving our heritage, which is a common goal for all Filipinos. And improving ourselves, through educating yourself, learning things, it’s a common goal. We have to find that kind of goal where you cannot be--it’s just so hard to pick on something. It has to be kind of general. Where people, everybody, wants it. And I think improving oneself and preserving our heritage is very important. So especially for our kids that are still growing so they will not forget--they will not forget it. And just being--even though they are from different country or different island or they speak different language--but we come from the same nation, the same place-- Philippines. It’s so hard to divide it. We just have to look it into one big group, Philippines. I cannot say Luzon because Luzon when you try to divide it we fail and really, when you divide it’s hard to look at as a whole. So it’s that, to connect to each other, to be a support to each other--being Filipinos. Not because being, I’m from Luzon, I’m from Visayas. We are all Filipinos because we come from Philippines. We have to find that common goal of--common goal which is more, how you call, bigger--more, not very individualistic. And just being there to support each other. Not thinking because you are from Luzon or you are from Visaya or you are from this island. That’s all I can think--I can see. Because if I start saying from Luzon, if I see myself from Luzon, it will be so hard to unite. I don’t like that kind--how do you call it?--the Bohol is like, they have a saying about, idja-idja aho-aho? The Boholano, I think from Bohol. I think generally, generally they were saying idja-idja aho-aho, “I do this, you do that.” No, we should do everything--do the same thing. Country be it something for one thing. No, you cannot--it’s just hard to think of one island. Think about the whole island, the whole Philippines and then start from there. For the best of everyone.

MOSES: This desire for thinking of the whole country and not just your region, where you’re from, do you think--I know you don’t pay much attention to the politics of the Philippines--but do you think that is an issue in the Philippines as well? Where people just want to congregate with people they know, and here in the States you have to think about the whole Philippines because you’re in a foreign place. So if you want to connect with your fellow Filipinos you can’t just focus on your region. Do you think in the Philippines that’s something that needs to happen too? Focusing on the nation as a whole and not just their region?

CORTES: I think that’s the problem of Philippines because they focusing on each region. If they think about the whole thing I think there’s not so much problem. It’s when you think about yourself that you get in trouble and that’s the same thing with me. If I think about I’m the only one here, especially at work, then I see the other people, there’s four or five of them doing that stuff, and I’m the only one doing this stuff here! Nobody’s helping me! You know that? That’s trouble. I don’t think that way. Because I start thinking that way I’ll be in trouble, in big trouble. I like to think of other things--other things that--other people. I don’t want to think about me with that concept. I feel more, how you call this one?--I would feel bad. I would feel like, not fair, for myself. I feel pity. I think pity. And I don’t like that because I want to think the positive side. Because sometime I say thank you for not helping me because without help I’m becoming strong. I learn and I don’t have to attend on no one. And I have learned and have improved myself and keep on improving. Change it to more positive thing, which is really true because if you start depending on somebody then somebody, someday, that somebody is gone, I don’t know what you will do. You can’t do that. Life goes on. So what I can say is just do your best, the best way you can everyday and enjoy life. (laughs) Life is too short. We don’t know what’s going on tomorrow. I just--that’s my way of thinking.

MOSES: I agree. What would you like to see the Filipino American community, in the Shenandoah Valley, what would you like to see it do or become? Like in their role in the community, in the kind of events they do? What would be your dream for them?

CORTES: My dream is for the Filipino American of Shenandoah Valley, is to be able to meet the goal that we have to maintain and even improve it. Connecting to all the Filipinos that are in the valley, to be united. And to be able to do something for the community. To get involved with the community. And have a say or a voice in the community. I would love to see maybe one day a center or something for the Filipino American community where they can say it’s our own. It’s a place where they can do activities that they don’t have to rent--they don’t have to look for--that there’s a place for them, for everyone. To do their events. Our events. And it’s just that everybody to be united to be together and have fellowship. Not every day but at least once a year. And be able to help other Filipinos. Or be nice if we can help each other in terms of education, on things, to learn something. Even to cultivate people’s talents. Their creativeness. Something that is, how you call this, for them to be proud of themselves--being Filipinos. And being able to share it with everyone that is in the community. That would be something for me, I think. And to improve their life. each one of them, is really what I want to see in the future. Or even now if there is, just being, having that pride in themselves that they are Filipinos and they’re able to do things. And able to help other people at the same time.

MOSES: You talked about teaching the next generation to be proud of their heritage and to keep their heritage alive. Do you see that as an issue among the next generation of children of Filipinos who have come from the Filipinos, they’re Filipino American, do you see that as a problem where maybe some of them are forgetting their past or--

CORTES: Yeah, I see that. They are forgetting their past, a lot. Some of them. I think also, well, I really want--it’s just like--it comes from the parents also. And it’s just the people here, I don’t know if they forget where they come from or they just they want to forget about it, but I think if we have the group and we still continue to connect each other it will be a help for the parents. Because I mean, the American culture is so fast. And if you let yourself you can go with it. But if there is a community or something like our organization than we’re hoping, I’m hoping, that they can be part of it so they will not forget that we have something. I think that’s why we need to connect each other. And try to do things that are that we used to also observe at home. Hopefully, I’m just hoping that maybe we can teach also even our language. Our dialects--. Because not every Filipino family speak their own dialect at home. Some of them are--they forget. Because some of them may think it’s better to just speak English so you can speak it fluently. But really, the truth of the matter is, it’s really good to be able to speak both languages. It’s a privilege. It’s a privilege! So, yeah, hoping that by doing this thing, this fellowship and then doing things together, we can do--we can preserve our heritage and we can at the same time improve each one of us our lives. Because there are things that we need to improve. Even exposing our kids to things, the cultural dances. Being able to motivate them to participate those things. That’s one way of preserving our heritage. Our cultural dances and even those, even the Filipino songs that we have. They are very nice ones. There’s an American guy, I forgot his name, that he always go to Philippines and have some Filipino music. I forgot. I’ll have to ask Lynn and let you know about him, because she follows him, he is in the Facebook. Yeah, he make music, Filipino music.

And anything that really what each--I like to cultivate--I mean it’s not cultivate--for us to connect and be able to share our talents. And who know someday maybe even help each other maybe even build something. Example, like craftsmanship. Making crafts for women to be involved to do things. Things that they like to do--. And maybe make money out of it someday. That would be wonderful. There’s a lot of Filipino that are very talented. It’s just that needs to be cultivated. Motivated, needs to be motivated to do things. We need each other. We need to support each other and be there for each other. I don’t know. I just want to see the best, the best of everyone. To get the best out of them. (laughs) That would be wonderful. I would like to see somebody on the high achievements, their achievements, their successes, I would like to see them. I would be so happy. As God say if there’s a way there’s a will there’s a way. Which one is that? There’s a way there’s a will? There’s a will there’s a way?

MOSES: If there’s a will there’s a way.

CORTES: Yes. And just don’t stop. Just go on. Life is too short. Just savor it everyday. Enjoy it. Don’t be afraid to make mistake. Mistake will be a good lesson for everyone. Just use it for a positive way. I don’t know what else to say! (laughs)

MOSES: Speaking of the organization, from observation it looks like there’s like three big events each year. You have the Independence Day celebration, then you have the international festival that you participate in, there’s the Christmas party, and Valentine’s Day.

CORTES: The Valentines Day, so there’s four.

MOSES: How did--I understand the international festival that’s planned by the city of Harrisonburg--how did--and I think Independence Day makes sense that you would celebrate Independence Day--how did you select or how was it selected--I don’t know if you were part of that process--to do Independence Day, Christmas, and Valentines? How did those three become the holidays that?

CORTES: We all voted for it. Everybody were asked and that’s the--I think it all--it’s not just the president saying it. Everybody has to vote for it. It’s what everyone wants. So we got that those special days for us. We think that those are the important days that we can be together.

MOSES: So why is it important to have a gathering near Christmas time or near Valentines Day? Why do you think people voted for those days?

CORTES: I think they been used to it. Like on Valentines Day they been used to it to be together, before this organization was done. So I think that’s why they elected that day. They like to celebrate the heart day. So, hey, why not? Anyway really, the Filipinos like to celebrate everything. Every Saturday, Sunday if possible! But we can’t make it. Not everybody can do it so, we just try to make it lesser. They want to do everyday. It’s like almost every weekend there is a party. Or there’s a party because it’s a birthday or anniversary or something. But now there’s like the Bible study book that they’re starting, Jinky and them. We’re hoping that we can gather more people so we’re learning more about God. And that would be something good also for everyone. So there’s growth in their spiritual being. We need it.

MOSES: A follow up question for your last interview and I think this will be the last one because I know it’s getting late and you need to go home and get to work tomorrow. You mentioned when you first came to the valley you were looking for other Filipinos. And you said you went to Wal-Mart. Why Wal-Mart?

CORTES: I thought Wal-Mart is a big place. The biggest place I’ve seen here I think is Wal-Mart! (laughs) That’s what I think. That the biggest place beside then the mall, but who wants to go to the mall? I think most Filipinos wants to go buy food. So I thought of Wal-Mart.

MOSES: But you never found any at Wal-Mart? You said the Hispanics came and spoke to you instead?

CORTES: Yeah, I did find no Filipinos in Wal-Mart or maybe some of those Filipinos sometimes really they don’t like to speak. Unless you are--I have noticed some Filipinos even--they don’t--even you are just side-by-side they will not say anything. But maybe they saw me but maybe they saw me my face is different or I’m new so they don’t say nothing until the time that when there’s a group and then they see you and you are being introduced. I don’t know. It’s just that maybe some of them have experience with a lot of bad things. So I think that’s what happen. Or it’s just personality. Some personality type. I’m different. (laughs) I’m just different. I don’t know. I like people. And I always--I don’t think of bad things until the time that they show me how bad they are. That’s the way I am.

MOSES: Those are all the questions that I have.

CORTES: That’s it?

MOSES: Is there anything else you would like to comment on or to say?

CORTES: I would like to say thank you, Hannah. You make my night. And I really hope that this thing can help you. I want the best for you, your success in school. And I hope that your teacher will love you for this.

MOSES: I hope so too. (laughs)

CORTES: God bless.

MOSES: Thank you. Thank you very much. I very much appreciate all your time and all your help. I know you’re very tired.

CORTES: I’m not tired. I’m having a good time talking to you!

MOSES: Well, you’ll be tired once you leave.

CORTES: I know I’ll be tired when I’m in my bed. That’s the thing. I don’t know. I know God is here with me because he give me, he give me strength and that’s--every day I ask for it and I talk to him, just give me strength and give me a big heart for everyone. And he does. So it’s up to him. It’s because of him. And have faith in him. Things will be fine. And you’ll be alright with everything you do. God is with you. Thank you God, I love you.

MOSES: Amen!

End of interview
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