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JMU: Notes from United Nations Mine Action Service

Notes from UNMAS

Notes from United Nations

A concept paper to this effect was distributed in support
of the Steering Committee on Mine Action that rook place
in Geneva on May 3, 2001. In additio n, UN MAS (Morere)
recently visited the United Nations and other partners to
develop the UN mine action emergency response plan.
Meetings occurred with O C HA (Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), UNHCR (United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees), ICRC (International
Committee of the Red Cross), GICHD (Geneva International Center for Humanitarian Demining), WFP (World
Food Program- Rome), the UN Humani tarian Response
D epot and the UN Logistics Base (Brindisi). Also, UN
agencies, NGO s, lOs and donors mer to discuss the development of a five-year strategy fo r UN mine action; a first
draft document was distributed on June 30'h.
Support: UNMAS and other key UN agencies briefed
a special meeting of the Mine Action Support Group
(MASG) to provide an overview of the United Nation's
role in mine action , and their partnership with donors and
to encourage a clearer understand ing of mine action policy
and fund ing matters; rwo summary documents outlining
key elements and issues were distributed. UNMAS also
recen tly attended the first Outreach of the International
Mine Actio n activity in Croatia and with the support of
the Croatian Mine Action Center, in support of the roll
out of new International Mine Action Standards.
Meetings and Visits: In April 200 I the UN MAS Chief
and the Program Officer for the Survey and Standards visired representatives from the Canadian In ternational Development Agency and Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade, in O ttawa, to discuss proposed and
o ngoing projects. Also in April, UN MAS Chief and the
Deputy C hief of Policy visired representatives of the U.S.
State D epartment, various NGO s and the James Madison
Mine Action Information Center to discuss projects and
activities. The Chief of UN MAS also met with the Action
Support Groups for LMMA and represematives of the UAE
to discuss funding issues. In addition, UN MAS (Mulliner)
attended the 3'd Outreach of the International Mine Action Standards, held in Maputo, Mozambique. Finally,

M1ne Action Service

United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) serves as the focal point for all U.N.
mine-related activities. During the past six months, UNMAS supported many mine
action programs throughout the world.
by Sarah laytor, 1 AIC
Introduction
At the center of all U.N. mine-related activities, carried out by 11 departments and agencies located within
the organization, is the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS). UNMAS rhus serves to ensure that respo nsibilities within the U.N. mine-related activities and
efforts are evenly distributed and not duplicated. Other
responsibil ities of UNMAS include: mine action policy
development and coordination, assessment and monitoring of the global landmine threat, information management, mine action program initiation and support, quality management and technology issues, ad vocacy and consciousness-raising and resource mobilization.
Operations
Over the past six months UNMAS supported many
mine action programs throughout the world. Particularly,
UN MAS focused its su pport on Ethiopia/Eritrea, Southern Lebanon, Sri Lanka and Kosovo.
Ethiopia/Eritrea: Danish C hurch Aid, with the assistance of the United Nations, completed the training of
120 Eritrean mine clearance perso nnel from the Eritrean
Demining Agency; 60 are now deployed and operating. In
addition, UNMEE (United Nations Miss ion in Ethiopia/
Eritrea) Mine Action Coordination Center (MACC) was
informed of the possibility of 650 demobilized Eritrean
soldiers being made available for mine clearance t raining,
and UNMAS (Prudhomme) visited UNMEE to provide
support to the MACC in the development of a strategy for
future mine action operations. UNMAS (Morere), along
with the Survey Action Center, also recently conducted an
advance survey mission to Eritrea. Finally, th e Chief of
UNMAS and the Program Officer fo r Ethiopia/Eritrea
recently visited the area.
Southern Lebanon: In April the Chief of UN MAS mer
with Mr. D e Misrura, the PRSG, ro discuss UN support
of the organization fo r the "International High Level Workshop for Demining Lebanon" that rook place May 21-22,
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2001. In addi tion, the Natio nal Demin ing Office announced their intention ro establish a "Southern Coordination Center" in the south , possibly located inTyre. Finally, A Memorandum of Unde rstanding berween the government of Lebanon and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
is being prepared to facilitate effective implementation of
mine-action activities in the South, utilizing the UAE's $50
million (U.S. ) co ntributio n.
Sri Lanka: UN MAS (Marstein) recently conducted a
technical mission to Sri Lanka ro determ ine the current
situation in the country in relation to mine action.
Kosovo: T he fi rst fatality since the commencement of
the mine action program in Kosovo occurred when a humanitarian mine clearance worker was killed while conducting clearance tasks; three non-fatal accidents to clearance personnel occurred during June 200 I. Investigations
into the causes surrounding the accidents and the subsequent lessons to be learned are ongoing. In addition, the
UNMIK (Un ited Nations Mission in Kosovo) MACC
completed the accredi tation of all in-country mine and
UXO clearance o rganizations and mine awareness entities.
UNMIK also con tinued to make progress towards the attainment of stated clearance objectives by the end of200 I.
Clearance of known mine fields stands at 80 percent, with
a further eight percent of mined areas currently under clearance. Discussions were also recently held with the Departments for H ealth and Social Welfare and Education and
Science regarding th eir long-term roles in mine victim assistance and mine awareness, respectively.

numerous meetings were attended by UNMAS, and
UN MAS also received many visitors in the month ofJune.
For example, UNMAS attended the Demining Technology Workshop in Canada, Understanding the APM Ban
Treaty in Poland, the Aid and Trade Conference and the
UNICEF M ine Awareness Retreat. Among the visitors ro
UNMAS were the Mineseeker Foundation, the Program
Manager of UNMI K MACC, the Project D irector of
GICHD International Management System for Mine Action, the Senegalese Government delegation and the
Cranfield University Mine Action Group.
esource Mobmzat1on
Voluntary donor contributions are the most important facet of U.N. mine action funding. Thus, UN MAS
manages the U.N. system's resource mobi lity and the Voluntary Trust Fund (VTF) for Assistance in Mine Action.
Berween April and June, VTF received numerous funds
and pledges. In April, funds that VTF received included:
$239, 197 (U.S.) from D enmark to go ro Ethiopia/Eri trea,
$614, 205 from the United Ki ngdom to go to the H G
Coord ination, $57,490 from Canada to go to Cambodia
and $124,750 un-earmarked from Australia. In addition,
UNMAS received the following pledges: $49,000 from
Sweden to go to Yemen and $444,000 un-earmarked from
Sweden. In June VTF received numerous funds from
Canada, including $127,890 to go to Southern Lebanon
and $1,177,994 to go to Kosovo. •
~ontact

Information

United Nations Mine Action Service
304 East 45'h Street, Room FF-357
New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel: (2 12) 963. 1875
Fax: (21 2) 963.2498
E-mail: mineaction@un.org
Website: http :/ /www.un.org/Depts/dpko/mine/

!)rogram Initiation and Support

Public-Health Approach

UN MAS ' essential responsibilities are developing policies and programs and then following them up with support. In recent months, UNMAS has played an integral
parr in the d evel opme nt a nd support of num ero us
demining programs throughout the world.
Development: Representatives of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group - Mine Action recently met for an aUday retreat to com mence the development of a three to
five year strategy for UN mine actio n. UNMAS has also
conti nued drafting a mi ne action rapid deployment plan.

continuedfrom page 11 1
Dept. of Mechanical and Materials Engineering, University of West Australia; quote taken
fro m personal e-mail comm unication June 19,
200 I. Professor Trevelyan notes that he will
soon have newer cost fi gures, which he expects
will show improvement.
3Th is and the following section are adapted from
Daniel H. Wolf, " Efficient mineclearing: m ission impossible?" Defence Procurement Analysis, London, England, Spring 2001, pp. I 61-4 .

1

' Or see Dan iel H. Wolf and Steven Barmazel,
"The Use of Limited Detonation for Level 2
Surveys ," paper presented to rhe UXO/
Counrermine Forum 200 I , New Orleans,
Louisiana, April II, 200 I.
1 See Daniel Wolf, " Militarism, Bureaucratism,
and Centralism: Why Good Technology Alone
Will Nor Fix Human itarian Demining," paper
presented ro the Mine Warfare Association's

Fourth Amwnl Conftrence on 7ixhnology and the
Mines Problem, Naval Postgraduate School,
Monterey, California, March 12-16, 2000 .
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Contact Information
Daniel H. Wolf and Steven Barmazel
Terra Segura International
1846 Granada Avenue
San Diego, CA 92102
Tel: 619-231-1320
Fax: 800-727-1163
E-mail: TerraSegura@compuserve.com
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