




Nicaraguan 
schoolgirls 
walking on a 
pat h that 
passes a 
minefield in 
Mantiguas, 
Nicaragua. 

were people sellin g various cheap items 
along the streets and at stoplights. It was 
truly an encounter with poverty unlike 
any I had ever imagined. 

During the two days prior to the 
beginning of my offic ial itinerary with the 
OAS as well as for several days afterwards, 
I took the opportuni ty to explore 
Managua and much of the surrounding 
countryside and to gain an orientation 
regarding Nicaraguan culture, 
topography and socio-economic 
conditions. 

The pervasiveness of the poverty 
throughout the country was its most 
dominant and haunting attribute. On 
more occasions than I wish to admit , I 
found myself pointing in the direction 
of a roadside dwelling and asking my 
guide, " Is rhat a home?" The few houses 
that revealed some degree of wealth were 
invariably fl anked by very poor dwellings. 
Even by trip's end, I was not able to accept 
or fully internalize the level or extent of 
poverty in Nicaragua, and the 
commensurate suffering and socio­
economiC handicaps such suffering 
suggested. 

n Overview of Survivor 
ssistanc:e Programs 
up arted by the OAS 

Fitting of Prosthetics and Physical 
Rehabilitation: A Necessary First 
Step in Treating Landmine 
Survivors 

During the first two days of my visit, 
I was able to visit the OAS national office 
for mine action (OEA) as well as the 
Nicaraguan M inistry of Defense, where 
I met high-ranking Nicaraguan officials, 
Defense Minister Dr. Jose Adan Guerra 
and the D efense Vice-minister and 
Executive Secretary of the National 
D emining Commission. These meetings 
oriented me with some of the key players 
in Nicaraguan mine action. 

However, the highlight of these two 
days occurred on June 18'h with my visit 
to CENAPRORTO, the National Center 
of Prostheses and Orthoses. The GAS­
sponsored center provides a full spectrum 
of rehabili tation services to landmine 
survivors; in addition to housing a factory 
for the creation of artificial limbs and feet, 
the center maintains a professional 
rehabilitation ream consisting of a 
psychologist, social worker and physical 
therapist, a rraini ng area for assisting 
clients with the use of their prosthesis or 
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orthosis, and a dozen or so beds for clients 
in need of extended housing. 

CENAPRORTO offers the necessary 
first steps in the process of rehabilitating 
landmine survivors. These steps include 
psychological counseling and orientation, 
fittin g of prostheti c and orthotic devices, 
and training in the use of these devices. 
Both the psychologist and physical 
therapist whom I interviewed stressed the 
importance of seeing the client in a holistic 
manner, i.e., of recognizing that factors 
such as the emotional and psychological 
state of the client play a key role in 
determining his/her success. 
Consequentl y, t he professional s at 
CENAPRORTO adopt a team approach 
that promotes and monitors an 
understanding of a client's home life, frame 
of mind and expectations upon entering 
therapy. It was evident to me that both 
rhe psychologist and physical therapist 
approached their work with insight, 
compassion and a commitment to provide 
rhe best possible services to each client. 

Upon arriving at CENAPRORTO, 
there were several landmine survivors 
receiving servi ces, as well as other clients 
who had lost limbs due to disease or other 
circumstances. Whil e each of the 
survivors I spoke with expressed warmth 
and an inrerest in sharing their story, one 
man in particular stood our in my mind. 
H e was missing his right leg, his stump 
rounded off at the knee. At the time of 
our meeting, his prosthetic leg was being 
repaired, so he moved around with 
crutches. 

Accompanied by my OAS translator 
and guide, Nocksoly Acevedo Vivas, I 
approached this man. W hen I had 
explained, video camera in hand, that my 
purpose was to educate my American 
students about the impact of landmines, 
he promptly laid backwards upon his mar 
and exposed his stump for an extended 
period. His complete lack of self­
consciousness about his appearance was 
uplifting, even inspiring. We then 
proceeded to conduct an animated thirty­
minute conversation in which he offered 
his perspecti ve of acceptance regarding his 
physical disability and shared his goal of 
rejoining hi s famil y and obtaining 
independent work as a shoe repairman. 

The Critical Next Step in 
Rehabilitation: Developing 
Vocational Skiffs in Landmine 
Survivors 

The fol lowing day, I visited 
lNATEC to see firsthand rhe skill s being 
taught to landmine survivors follow ing 
their "graduation" f rom physical 
rehabilitation programs such as the ones 
offered by CENAPRORTO. T his visit 
was of particular importance to me and 
my students back in New Jersey because 
of Global Care Unlimi ted's sponsorship 
ofMeylin , as well as our expressed in terest 
in sponsoring other landmine survivors. 
After an orientation by rhe program 
director, we proceeded on a tour of the 
facili ties. (It should be noted rhar, in 
addition to landmine survivors, other 
person's wi th disabili ties also qualified for 
and received vocational services.) 

I was escorted into several work areas 
in which clients were performing and 
practi cing a variety of tasks and skill s, 
such as woodworking and welding. The 
sounds of d rilling, chiselin g and 
hammering were prominent as cli ents 
worked on a variety of independent 
projects. All the diems in these work areas 
were men; the majority appearing to be 
between 20 and 40 years old. Their 
demeanors were serious and focused, bur 
they were very willing to speak at length 
about their accidents, their acquisition of 
skills at l NATEC, and their aspirations 
for employment upon completion of 
their courses. 

Each of the men l interviewed had 
suffered a distinctive physical disability 
due to a landmine. One survivor needed 
prosthetics for both legs; a second client 
had an artificial left arm and hook for a 
hand; a third had suffered extreme facial 
disfigurarion. This last client spoke quire 
graphicall y but matter-of-facrly about rhe 
medical procedures rhat attempted to 
salvage and reshape his scarred face and 
misshapen nose. In fact, all the survivors 
I interviewed recalled the circumstances 
of their landmine accidents freely and 
wirhour overt sadness or anger. Instead, I 
got the unmistakable impression that 
these men had accepted their sraw s as 
survi vors, had won battles with despair 
and hopelessness that must initially have 
plagued them, and now were striving 

wholeheartedly toward ascending the 
vital l ast rung of their rehabilitation 
journey: acquiring a skill that might help 
them gain employment. Each man 
stressed this latter wish of obtaining work 
w ith deep convicti on. Independent 
employment fo r these survivors was 
tantamount to fully reclaiming their 
wounded lives. 

In addition to these men, l had the 
privil ege of meeting Meylin in 
INATEC'S computer lab. A r the rime of 
my visit, Meylin was rhe sole female client 
at INAT EC, an indication of the 
prevalence oflandmine accidents among 
males in Nicaragua. She had lost her legs 
at the age of nine, and now, 12 years later, 
she was strivin g to obtain sufficient 
competency with word processing. After 
I explained my connection, as 
chairperson of Global Care Unlimited, 
Inc., to her sponsorship at INATEC, she 
smiled and spoke about her accident and 
her professional aspirations. However, I 
detected a sadness in her that was present 
even beneath her smile. Silently, I hoped 
rhar her inner strength, as with all these 
clients, would ul timately win this battle 
for her and land her a job, and rhe 
heightened sense of dignity and self­
worth that it would provide. 

isiting a Minefield in 
anti uas 

"Peligro Campo Minado" 
The same day of my V I Sit ro 

INATEC, 1 was escorted to Front Three 
of the Nicaraguan demining operations 
in Mantiguas to gain my fir st experience 
at the site of an actual minefield. This 
experience lefr an indelible impression. 

As I was escorted in rhe OAS van on 
the dirt road leading to the minefi eld, I 
passed two young girl s walking in the 
same direction. They carried backpacks 
and wore the white shirts and blue skirrs 
commonly worn by N icaraguan 
schoolgi rl s. They appeared to be about 
nine or ren years old, the same age as 
Meylin when she suffered her mine 
accident twelve years ago. They walked 
alone, without adult escorts. 

Our van had traveled no more than 
the length of a football field when yellow 
caution tape attached to tree stumps 

• 129 • 

appeared along the left side of the road 
to mark rhe perimeter of a minefield. The 
tape contain ed a repeating message 
throughout its length, "Peligro Campo 
Minado" or " Danger Minefi eld. " 
Between each repetition of this eerie 
refrain resided a black image of a skull 
and bones. At intervals just inside rhe 
minefield's perimeter, red warning signs 
containing rhe skull and bones image also 
appeared. T his universal symbol of 
imminent danger and lurking death 
produced, as intended, an ominous and 
forbidding feeling. 

l rhoughr of the schoolchildren who 
would shortly be passing rhis minefield 
and its accompanying signs and warnings, 
and I wondered how these images might 
affect their view of the world; rheir 
understanding of the way in which rhe 
adult world resolves i rs differences. 

An Orientation: 17, 000 PeopLe 
Affected 

Upon arriving at the army demining 
rent, 1 heard a presentation, compl ete 
with a national map and derailed charts, 
regarding the accomplishments of rhe 
demining ream ar From Three, the status 
of the demining in progress, and the 
goals, strategies and tim etable for 
completion of their mission. (lr should 
be noted rhar, in Nicaragua, demining is 
conducted by army personnel, under the 
supervision of trained deminers from 
Central and South America.) Implements 
for rhe detection, tagging and removal of 
landmines were visible on a table inside 
the meeting rent. 

During his pres en ration, rhe 
demining supervisor stated that 17,000 
people li ved in the proximity of the 
minefield. I rhoughr again of t he 
unescorted children walking up the path, 
and recognized vividly the importance of 
providing mine education to villagers, 
and especiall y children, li ving in mine­
affected communities. 

Demonstration of the Manual and 
Dog Detection Technique 

The next phase of our experience 
in volved a demonstration of rhe 
procedure used to detect and rag a 
landmine, as well as to prepare the ground 
for irs removal. The process included the 
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use of a mine-sniffing dog for mine 
detection, fo llowed by rhe placement of 
a yellow flag to mark the presence of a 
possible landmine. Then the human or 
manual deminer used a probing device 
to determine rhe precise location of rhe 
clog's discovery. Since in this case a mock 
mine was found (as opposed to a piece of 
scrap metal, for example), the deminer 
p roceeded to meticulously snip and cut 
the surrounding grass and vegetation to 
prepare the ground for the landmine's 
later removal. 

The process lasted about twenty 
minutes. Despite the knowledge char this 
process was being conducted under 
simulated conditions, within a mock 
minefield and containing fake land mines, 
it was not hard to imagine the presence of 
a real landmine and the accompanying 
danger associated with its detection and 
removal. The mood of extreme seriousness 
and concentration transmitted by rhe 
deminer and the observing army personnel 
reinforced the gravity of this procedure. 

A Panoramic View of the 
Minefield: Its Proximity to Village 
Life 

After this demons trati o n, we 
fo llowed the deminers up a hi ll to gain a 
panoramic perspective of the minefield. 
Several aspects of this perspective jolred 
me. First, th is view revealed rhe enorm ity 
of the actual minefield, approximately 
600 meters long or about s ix American 
footbal l fields, according to Carlos 
O rozco, the national coordinaror for rhe 
OAS mine action programs. Mr. Orozco 
also drew my attention ro the numerous 
yel low Aags visible within the minefield. 
Those flags, t he same type used ro 
designate the detection of a mock mine 
111 the previous de monstration , 
represented locations at wh ich actual 
landmines had been derecred. Perhaps 50 
or more Aags flew within the minefield 
as a testament to the deadly seriousness 
of chis demining mission. 

The second striking aspect to this 
view was the proximity of shelters and the 
local village ofManriguas to the minefield. 
To these residents, the minefield provided 
a graphic da ily reminder of rhe 
consequences of war upon civilians, even 
after the cessation of hostilities. 

Bur rhe last visual impression from 
this view was the most powerful: that of 
three children walking along cl1e road past 
the yellow caution rape demarcating che 
presence of the minefield . Apparently, 
these children were returning home from 
school, walking along the only path 
connecting thei r home to the school in 
Manriguas. I was rem inded of a 
photograph 1 had rece ived from our 
adopted vill age in Podzvizd in which 
schoolchildren were walking to school in 
single file behind an adult. I wondered, 
"H ow many thousands of chi ldren must 
walk past sku lls and bones and menacing 
reminders of a war's deadly residue on a 
dail y basis? How migh t such daily 
encounters w ith danger affect these 
c hi ldren? How much of c hi ldhood 
innocence and wonder m ight these 
images destroy, robe replaced by feelings 
of insecurity and suspicion?" 

W h ile overlooking the Manciguas 
minefield, J asked the d emin in g 
supervisor about any m ine-rela ted 
accidents that had occurred to che local 
population. H e stated char eigh t people 
had been victims of landmines, five of 
whom had died. Apparently, none of 
these were children. H e also claimed char 
50 cattle had been killed while grazing. 

As we drove back down rhe hill 
toward the minefield, I suddenly noticed 
a scene and asked my driver ro srop the 
van: jusr off che road, a shorr distance 
from the minefield, several dozen cattle 
lay in the shade of the trees, grazing or 
lounging sleepily. 

itness to a Massive 
estruction of Landmines 

The following day, I was invited by 
the OAS to witness the destruction of 
I 0,000 landmines from rhe Nicaraguan 
national stockpile in accordance with 
their commi tment, as a signatory ro the 
Ottawa Convention or Mine Ban Treacy. 
The event was attended by numerous 
dignitaries and representatives from 
organizations involved with mine action 
in Nicaragua and presided over by Minister 
of Defense, Dr. Jose Adan Guerra. 

The locat ion in whi ch th e 
detonation was set co occur lay about two 
miles away from our observation area. Yet 
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all attendees were given earplugs to buffer 
us from the auditory impact of the 
explosions. Five dero n a ri on lines 
extended from five b utton s at our 
observation area to rhe deronation sire. 
Five people were given rhe honor of 
pressing a deronarion burcon. And five 
massive sh rieking explosions p rovided 
titanic visual and sonic evidence of rhe 
simul taneous destruction of thousands of 
landmines, and of rhe commitment of 
Nicaragua to elim inate rhe d1rear of 
landmines from their borders. 

losin Thoughts 

The presence oflandmines and their 
impact on mine-affected civilians and 
commu nities g raphically reveals the 
destructive consequences of the inability 
of pa rtic ular peoples a nd nations to 
resolve conAicr at a given time in thei r 
h istory. Tragica Ll y, with respect ro 
landm ines, che cessation of host ilities 
does nor co n curre ntly e nsure the 
cessation of victims of war. All peoples 
and nations carry an undeniable moral 
responsibi lity ro work towards reducing, 
and ultimately eliminating alrogecher, che 
causes which produce military conflict, 
and which in tu rn lead to the laying of 
minefields. As humanity strives to achieve 
this ideal , we muse accept rhe 
humani tarian responsibility for do ing all 
we can to heal the wounds of innocent 
civi lians produced by war and conflict. 
And, I believe, we muse do all we can ro 
educate humani ty about the presence and 
consequence of landmines and support 
those organizations, like the OAS, seeking 
to remove mines and resrore dignity and 
self-worth to landmine survivors. • 
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Ending the Tragedy of ,~1 
Landmines Through ~ 
Innovation and Cooperation 
Rotary International, the U.S. State De pa rtment a nd Jam es Madiso n 
University's Mine Action Informa tion Center (MAl C) gathered with ma ny of 
the world 's leading mine a ction a uthorities to quant ify the globalla ndmine 
crisis. It was everyone 's hope that the conference would yield a g reater 
level of syne rgy, a s we ll as harness t he considerable resources of the 
Rotarians. Given the overwhelming response and participation, it a ppears 
t ha t those wishes wi ll be granted. 

by David Hartley, MAIC 

Introduction 

Searrle's recent land mine conference 
was a meeting of rhe minds, a free ex­
change of ideas and, most importantly, a 
cry fo r help. On September 30'" and 
October 1" of 2002, Rotary Incerna­
rional, a worldwide network of volunteers 
and leaders dedicated ro erl1ical and moral 
advancement, wirnessed an enthusiastic 
outpouring by a wide variety of mem­
bers of the mine action community. With 
special raped appearances by Secretary of 
State Col in Powell and Queen Noor Al­
Hussein of Jordan-as well a speech by 
Special Representative of rhe President 
and Secretary of State for Mine Action 
Lincoln P. Bloom field-the conference 
featured many high-profile mine action 
figures. According to Mr. Bloomfield, the 
rwo-day event was an opportunity to "cre­
ate new coopera tive in itiatives to help 
make the world mine safe" by "bringing 
Rotarians from around rhe world together 
with mine action experts and non-gov­
ernmental organizations (NGOs) that are 
already partnered with [the U.S. Scare De­
partment] ." Powell agreed; "this Seattle 
meeting can help to forge powerful pub­
lic-private partnerships that save lives and 
bring new hope to men, women and chil­
d ren who live in mine-affected countries 
all across the globe." 

Proceedings 

Opening the conference, Secretary 
of Stare Colin Powell achieved a delicate 
balance by stressing both mine action's 
many successes and the need for more 
funding and support. Despite "concerted 
international action over the past decade" 
co reduce "landmine casualties worldwide 
from 26,000 per year to approximately 
I 0,000 annually," Powell emphasized 
"chat millions of deadly landmines still 
remain buried, waiting to kill." The chal­
lenge of ridding rhe world of landmines 
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is finite and realistic. The task, however, 
will require dedication and persistence. 
Many of the attendees were also quick to 
point out tha t the world will probably 
never be mine ftee; making the world mine 
safe, however, is a realistic and desirable 
goal. 

Ken Rutherford, the double-ampu­
tee co-founder of rhe Landmine Survi­
vors Network, was on hand for the dura­
cion of the conference. His presence and 
words affirmed rhe tangible threat of 
mines and UXO; for Americans it is easy 
to perceive the landmine menace as re­
mote. For rhe millions of individuals liv­
ing in mine-infested regions, however, the 
threat is horrifyingly real. Em anuel 
Alonso, who lose both of his hands in a 
landmine accident more than 20 years 
ago, provided living evidence of both 
human resilience and shocking tragedy. 
H is first pai r of prostheses lasted 17 years 
(a typical prosthesis should last no more 

Rosa, a retired 
Marshall Legacy 
Institute demining 
dog, successfully 
locates a hidden 
mine. 
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