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Landmines in Africa

ity to landmine/UXO-contaminated areas.

Neverrheless, the Trust responded to
1998’s downturn in security with resolve
and determination. HALO’s efforts in
Angola have cemented their reputation
as one of the best mine clearance organi-
zations in the world. As of April 2002,
HALQO had removed and destroyed 9,537
mines and 53,024 items of UXO.
1,548,474 square meters of land has been
cleared manually, while 1,480,228 square
meters have been cleared mechanically.
In addition, HALO has cleared
2,632,810 square meters of battle area.”

Peace in Angola

HALO Trust’s Angola program is
run from Huambo, one of the central
provinces on the nation’s high plateau
(planalto). Their presence is centered
mainly in this region, although in light
of recent developments, the NGO plans
to branch out. On April 4" of this year,
UNITA and the FAA signed a cease-fire
following the February 22 assassination
of infamous UNITA leader Jonas
Savimbi. Reportedly, UNITA's forces are
starving, demoralized and in no position
to launch any type of military offensive.
Therefore, most analysts are cautiously
optimistic that the peace will last, at least
for the foreseeable future.

This welcomed uprurn in security
has meant that the hundreds of thousands
of IDPs are or are planning on
rehabitating their villages in the outer
municipalities. The shantytowns sur-
rounding Huambo and Kuite will soon
be abandoned, and 1DPs will attempt to
reclaim their old land or establish new
holdings. Again, HALO is being forced
to adapr to Angola’s tempestuous politi-
cal climate. The mine sites identified
during the 90s need to be resurveyed and
cleared. As IDPs move back into previ-
ously mined areas, HALO is resuming,
with renewed urgency, the work they re-
luctantly abandoned in 1998,

Avoiding Misinformation

Although HALO will not understare
the urgency of Angola’s landmine/UXO
situation, the organization is quick to
point out thar widely publicized
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landmine statistics are exaggerations.
With some figures as high as 15 millien,
HALQ believes there are one million
landmines in Angola at the most. HALO
Trust mine clearance consultant David
Frederick credits a “lack of research and
thorough investigation” for this misinfor-
mation. The problem, although severe,
is finite and tangible.

Furthermore, both Frederick and
Africa desk officer Tim Porter challenge
UN reports of widespread remining in
Angola. The most urgent factor is not
thousands of new, recently deployed
mines, but instead the movement of IDPs
through previously mined sites. While
some anti-tank mines have been laid on
roads, there is simply “no evidence of
remining that is taking place.”

The Future of Demining in
Angola

HALQO Trust approaches the
Angolan landmine crisis with confidence
and vigor. With many prospects for new
funding, the organization plans on fin-
ishing the job quickly and efficiently. As
well as a new grant from the U.S. State
Department, HALO anticipates that
their high public profile in Japan will
encourage the Japanese government to
subsidize the demining effort. With new
and more plentiful financial support,
HALO plans to “get on the ground, sur-
vey, choose the highest priority sites, and
expand our clearance cover across the
provinces.” The death of Savimbi and
the subsequent collapse of the UNITA
army should finally give HALO the op-
portunity to operate throughout Angola.

Hundreds of sites in the central prov-
inces have already been identified and
prioritized, according to humanirarian
concern. By the end of 2003, HALO
plans on doubling their national staff to
more than 800, as well as importing fur-
ther CASE armored loaders, vegetation
cutters and demining equipment. Such a
substantial augmentation to HALO' al-
ready impressive arsenal will allow them
to spread their operations inte Angola’s
outer municipalities.

Conclusion

In the past decades, a variety of
Angolan peace attempts have proven
fleeting and temporary. Therefore, the
nation’s citizens are skeptical that the
cease-fire signed on April 4" will endure.
HALO Trust, however, feels confident
that the most recent peace attempt is dif-
ferent. While no one can predict Angolas
future, the circumstances surrounding the
FAA/UNITA cease-fire suggest that the
conflict will not resume. Savimbi, UNITA’s
fearsome leader for years, is dead and his
army devastated. These two factors alone
should prevent conflict for the time being.

For all of the humanitarian organi-
zations operating in Angola, the
newfound peace is both a welcome bless-
ing and a daunting challenge. HALO
Trust plans on playing an important role
in Angola’s rebuilding. HALO's efforts will
allow other NGOs to operate effectively
and accommodate the hundreds of thou-
sands of IDPs moving to Angola’s outer
municipalities. As leaders in research and
development, safety, efficiency and fund-
ing, HALO is both confident and ca-
pable. If other humanitarian organiza-
tions follow HALO Trust’s lead, Angolas
desperate needs will soon be met. m
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